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| Nownen XVIN.—The exiſtence of an uriſtocracy, as an eſ- 

ö tabliſhed order in this country, denied, Diſtribution of 

power and of the different offices of State, partieularly 

poiated out. Power divided among men who in the Ro- 

= - man Republic would not have been fuffered to fill the lows 
= eſt offices of State, nor to have ſeats in the Senate. Levelling 
principles and their effects deſcribed, Corrupt depopu- 

- lated borouzhs, and unconſtitutional influence of men of 
property over elections, cenſured. Gopwin's Political 
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werter, extravagant paſſages. i in. Conſtitution never at 


0 . 


reſt : conſtantly progreſſive or retrogade. Criterion for 
trying its merits. No time improper for à reform, on con- 


ſtirutional principles. Our ſyſtem of civil policy, as little 


avidh-its preſent abuſcs as any other, anoient 


aw modern. Effects of none among ourſelves, 498 


| Noun XIX,—HrsTory: r TAKE; mien CONSTITUTION 


traced from 1494, (Reign of Henry. VII.), thro? the years. 


1698. 1719, 1723. 1763. 1764. 1768. 778.479. 178d. 
1781. 1782. 1785, 1288, to 1789. (Reign of Geo. III.) 
and the __ remarkable. parts in it ee, ark 


bed, HET KY ERS e 


— 


NomBeR xx ron. or THE uten CONSTIT.U TION con- 


tinued. Minute account of proceedings of Parliament, in 
the 33d year of his Majeſty Gebrge III. Anno 1793. 


Houle of Commons agree to go into a Committee on the 


ſtate of the repreſentation of the people in Parliament. 
Remirks on the cauſe of its faflure. iriſh Place and Pen- | 


| fon Bill. Libel Bill. Reduction of Penfion Liſt and li- 
mitation of Penſions. 'Barren-lavd Bill, Ill emancipating 
the Roman Catholics. Convention Bill. Gun- powder 


Bill: General obſervations- drawn from the conduct of the 


people. i in that Seſſion. The- people urged to perſevere in, 
ſeeking for a reform. Remark of Mr. Flood. 5-5 0g 
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| Page I35 — Date of Report of the I. Lord's s Committees, omit- 
. ted, wiz. 7th March, 1793. | 


rr line, third word, read ENGAGED. 
—174.—Fourteenth line, 15 words read 101071986, 
n. Fourth line, eighth aword, read Avi D. 
— 25 $—Twenlyfoft line, #rft avord, read 10H | 


venth Wwe, read FORMED. 


—267 —Ninth line, fo 
—276—Laft word, laſt line, read PASSED. 
| ——291.—Nineteenth line, Arth avord, read T HE» 
wo —Laft line, ninth word, read PERSON. . 1 


In a note, Page 174, mention was made of a third nffitu- | 
tion having been framed for France; but it is apprebended - 
that it wwas only a modification of the. ſecond one, which had 
been prepared by Barrere, Briſſot, Condorcet, Damon, 
 Genſonne, Petion, sicges, „ and 3 
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PR diſtinguiſhed part, which Belfaſt has al- 


CE: ö 
1 n N * - 1 
— A » * » : : 
v7 re FFP 1 
1 F * * ; 1 „ 
30 * a es 5 
* 3 I 5 : 
” * & * * 4 
5 1 5 n » "a F s 
, SJ ; 2 * 
, 4 , 7 3 - e ng ' þ 5; . : 4 
5 3 7 84 ö * 3 
: / , . 0 a <-> . 
F ” 4 1 * . / 
. an ; : " WET, 
a . _— i » 12255 
v * 4 ” * : Regs # = 
„ 
1 
1 
2 
/ 


ways taken in .Iriſh Politics, eſpecially 


AND NINETY Two, with the applauſe and con- 
demnation which it has drawn from different 


parties, ſuggeſted the idea of the following col- 
lection.” 1 1 ne ori 


I occurred to the compiler that a faithful 


report of the proceedings of that town, and the 


ſentiments of thoſe who took a lead in the con- 
troverſies by which it was agitated, might prove 


a valuable record. He conceived, that an im- 


partial collection of this kind muſt be accept- 
able to all parties; and even indulged the hope 


that ſuch a review would tend to heal, rather 
than irritate. the wounds, wich public inter- 


_ courſe or private friendſhip” might have received 


during the conteſt :- At all events, he thought 


it ſhould induce the inhabitants of a town, long 


conipicuous for harmony, to make a liberal al- 
lowance for diverſity of ſentiment in future, and 
to hold the right of private judgment as facred 


In others as in themſelves. To them, it muſt 


/ 


fince the. beginning of sEVENTEEN HUNDRED - 


4 
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i afford ſenfible* pleaſure, and uſeful entertain- 
5 ment, to contemplate the progreſs of meaſures 
in which they were, individually and collectively, 
ſo deeply engaged. Strangers, who concurred 
with either of the parties in this controverſy, 
will be gratifietf by a detail of tranſactions, de- 
bates, and diſquiſitions, which may have eſcap- 1 
ed their notice; or eluded their ſearch ; as well 
as of ſome papers, That. are now, for the firſt 
time, prefented to the eye of the public. 
Thoſe who condemned them all, may learn to 
think more favourably of their intentions-and 
exertions. The advocates for the MajortTY, 
will triumph in the immediate ſucceſs of its ope- 
rations. The partifans of the MinogITY, will 
lament by anticipation the eventual conſequen- 
ces of premature and precipitate meaſures ; and 
find .confolation in applauding the . ſagacity, : 
with which they foreſaw the degradation of the 
tawn, and the deluſion of. the. kingdom : while 
the diſpaſſionate -philoſopher and practical poli- 
tician may trace the progreſs of popular ardour, 
and the operation of thoſe minute ſprings which 
often produce the moſt important 8 in 
the political machine. | 


Wir theſe views was the compilation u un- 
dertaken. Of the execution, it is hoped, no 
party or individual will have reaſon to com- 
plain; for no authentic ſource of information 
I been intentionally neglected. | 


THE DEBATES AND PROCEEDINGS oF Town 
MEETINGS, RESOLUTIONS OF NUMEROUS So- 
CIETIES, AND SOME OTHER PAPERS, arranged 

nearly according to their dates, occupy the firſt 
diviſion of the publication. 


Tux ſecond conſiſts of poLITICAL Eg88AYs, 
- .... controverſial and didactic; of theſe, the argu- 
ments relative to the TES’ taken by ſome of the 
_ - UNITED IRISHMEN,/ are firſt in order of time. 
They are inſerted on account of the extraordinary _ 
effect, which that engagement was ſuppoſed to 
have produced on the deliberations of the ſo- 
cieties, and ultimately of the town. „ 


Turxsx are followed a ſeries of papers, 
entitled, THOUGHTS ON THE BRITISH CONSTI- 

_ .TUT1ON. This publication was occaſioned by 
an apprehenfion, that ſome fanciful and danger- 
ous opinions were gaining ground among the 

multitude. The ſplendid ſucceſs of the French 
Revolution, the popular nature of its principles, 
and the imperfect ſtate of our repreſentation, had 
excited ſerious apprehenſions that the affections 
of the people would be alienated from the form 
of the government under which we live. Struck 
with this apprehenſion, the writer of the firſt 
Number ſubmitted it to the inſpection of - 
Friend, who propoſed, that it ſhould be made 
the introductory paper of a ſeries, and recom- 
mended Thoughts on the Britiſb Conſtitution, as a 
title that implied neither ſyſtematical compoſi- 
tion nor methodical arrangement. The papers 
were accordingly compoſed and publifhed, in 
| ſuch orgeer as the changes of the public mind or 
the occ'irrences of the day required, and with 
ſuch haſte as the occupations of the writers ren- 
dered indiſpenſable. The order has ſince been 
changed and ſome conſiderable additions made, 
particularly in Numbers VII. XIII. XIV. XVI. 
and XX. The ſuccin& view exhibited in the 
ninth, tenth, and eleventh Numbers, of the 


Wetten 


ſeveral plans which, at different periods, have 
been propoſed for a reform in the repreſentation 
of the people in parliament, will be prized as 
the firſt and only collection of the kind, by all 
ſineere friends of the meaſure. .. It was intended 
to ſubjoin the letters between PORTIA AND VR. 

JONEs, as calculated to throw light on a curious 
- circumſtance in hiſtory ; but from the preſent 
ſize of the volume, they are neceſſarily omitted. 


- -  NoTw1THSTANDING the number of theſe 
ſheets, it is to be apprehended that no party 
has been convinced; and that any apparent 
change in the temper of the town has been o- 
cationed by circumſtances very different from 
diſpaſſionate reflection, or concluſive argument. 


Tux few who uniformly incline to the court, 
were for a conſiderabie time compelled to give 
way to the popular torrent. They either main- 
tained a prudent ſilence, or concurred with that - 
party whoſe views appeared to be moſt moderate. 
Of late they have been more at liberty to avow 
their former opinions, being ſupported by the 
preſence of a military force, and encouraged by 
the viſible promptitude of the army. : 


TRE party who were lately predominant, and 
exerted their influence with that degree of mo- 
deration and decorum, which is to be expected 
from.a triumphant faction, plume themſelves 
on having been materially inſtramental in ef- 
fecting a change of popular opinions and politi- 
cal meafures, in behalf of the Roman Catho- 

lies. They are perſuaded, that this was occa- 
ſioned by the Societies of united Iriſh- men in 
Belfaſt and Dublin, without whofe alliance the 
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Roman Catholics would have been treated in 
the manner recommended by the corporation of 
the metropolis, and the Grand Juries of the 
Kingdom. FV 
Ix anſwer to the objections which have been 
made to the nature and proceedings of theſe 
aſſociations, they maintain, that in a country 


where the voice of the people is often diſre= - 


garded, public opinion feldom conſulted, and 
every thing carried either by the ſtrong hand of 
power, or by the ſilent influence of the court, no 
ſignal advantage can poſſibly be obtained by or- 
dinary means :--- That. this circumſtance war- 
ranted the extraordinary meaſure of eſtabliſhing 
CLUBS, which formed a chain of correſpondence, 
concentrated the popular ſtrength, and demon- 
ſtrated the poſſibility of bringing it into action: 
That the violence of the means, was vindica- - 
ted by the importance of the end; and the 
wiſdom. of the plan, evinced by its ſucceſs. 
What has been accompliſhed they look upon as 
a conſiderable ſtep, not only to the entire eman- 
cipation of the Roman Catholics from every 
remaining reſtriction, but to a radical reform 
in parliament ; for ſuch, ſay they, muſt be the 
conſequence of that permanent cordiality, which 
they expect will ſubſiſt between the allied pow- 
ers, and that ſpirit of liberty which they confi- 
dently look for among the great body of their 
new friends. The Catholics will labour inceſ- 
ſantly to effect a further renovation of the con- 
ſtitution; as all they have attained can be of 
little avail, while the boroughs which return two 
thirds of the commons, are the excluſive mono- 
poly of the ariſtocracy in both houſes, Their 


* 
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o intereſt therefore will ſecure their co- obe 
ration, and ſucceſs will be certain. They al- 


lege that the almoſt inſtantaneous change that 


took place in the minds of proteſtants, from 
intolerance to amity, proved the wiſdom of the 
meaſures purſued, and the felly of that ſhallow 
ſyſtem of enfranchiſement, from time to time, 
which the oppoſing party fo zealouſly contended 
for. Acting on the moſt -enlarged primiple, 
and directed by the eternal rule of right, they 
would have bluſned to demand liberty for them- 


ſelves, while they denied it to others. Had 


they condeſcended to the weakneſs and fears of 
ſome of their townimen; or followed the advice 
of timid friends, emancipation would never 
have come round; and-the true advocates of 
the meaſure had no alternative, but to carry it 


by a ſort of Couß de Main, as they did, or to loſe 


both it and reform, for” ever. The ſucceſs of 
the violent meaſures lately adopted by govern- 


ment, they aſeribe to the ſupineneſs of the na- 
tion the timidity of ſome, the bigotry of 


vthers, and the prevalence of ariſtocratic ideas , 
An the higher orders of ſociety. For their part, 


let the conſequence be what it will, they ſcorn 


to make any compromiſe with bigotry-and injuſ- 
tice; or to ſubje& the Rights of Man to any 
- temporizing modification. | | 


Tuauosx, who attempted in vain during the pe- 
. riod treated of in this volume, to ſtem the tjde 
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of popular precipitation, are equally -teracions _ 


of their ancient notions; and as little difpoſed 
as formerly, to approve ef the proceedings which 


they oppoſed. They draw a gloomy picture of 


7 - 


the ſtate of public affairs, and particularly of 


— 
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the condition of this town. They repreſent. _ - 
- the country as having been reduced to ſervitude; 
They deſcribe the place of their nativity as hav- 
ing been ſubjected to. martial law ; the empori- 
um of commerce, become a military ſtation ; 
the inhabitants inſulted and put' to the ſword in 
the ſtreets, and the whole kingdom looking on 
with acquieſcence : and then they exclaim---=Do 
our demagogues ever aſk themſelves how it came 
> to paſs that they were ſo deſerted by their coun- 
trymen ? that a land which for ten years paſt 
has been unanimouſly anxious for liberty, and 


particularly for a parliamentary reform, ſhould  .. 
muſter but five counties at Dungannon, and : 4 
that theſe counties ſhould be viewed with ſuſpi- _ 


. cion by the reſt of the kingdom; that parlia- 
ment ſhould be unanimous,. or nearly ſo, in 
paſſing the gunpowder and delegation acts, in 
ſuppreſſing the volunteers, in approving of the 
_ proceedings of the Lord's committees, ſuch as 
private interrogatories, diſcretionary impriſon- WW 
ment, and unlimited fines impoſed by an extra- 16 
judicial ſentence? Do they ever enquire how - I 
government could venture upon ſuch meaſures 
at the eve ot a war, and continue them after its 
commencement ? e LD 5 


Ik inſiſt that this cannot be owing ſolely EL 
to a daring or arbitrary ſpirit in government, to 
venality in parliament, nor yet to an artful 
management of popular prejudice; BECAUSE 
government is the ſame, parliament the ſame, : 
and the people the ſame. Nay, it/ is our boaſt * 
that our people are better, more enlightened, 3 
more united, and more liberal. How then, they 4 
lay, oves al this t EET \ 2 
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wil. * PREFACE, 
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I RET themſelves, charge it upon th ree prin- 


Tux FIRST is an affectation of ſecrecy and 
myſtery, with a deſign of producing alarm; 


which, pervaded the meaſures of the United 


Iriſhmen, and afterwards infected the whole 
party. They contend that ſecret cabals are un- 
conſtitutional and unmanly, unfit for a free 
country or for free men; that no wiſe and good 
citizen will countenarice ſocieties whoſe mem- 
bers are unknown, whoſe proceedings are ſecret, 
or whoſe deſigns and principles are concealed ; 
that bad citizens will always endeavour to ren- 
der them objects of jealouſy ; and that from. 
this jealouſy government will gain invincible 
ſtrength. Tho' in ſome ſubjects obſcurity may 
be a ſource of the ſublime, in politics it is only a 


: 2 . { ; = TY. - ' 
ſource of jealouſy and diſtruſt. 


THE szcovp is an imitation of republican - 


principles and language, accompanied with ex- 


travagant demands and menaces, publiſhed with 


a view to intimidation: This conduct alarmed. 


all men of title, rank, and hereditary fortune, 


diſſolved the oppoſition in parliament, prompted - 


timid men to cling about the caſtle, or with for 


an union With Britain; and inclined even ſome 


T7 


retorm to calmer times. An attempt to intimi- 


date, when not founded on power, they aſſert 
is equally mean and ineffectual. It is diſhonor- 


able in a gentleman to bliſter when he can do 
nothing, to ſay more than he means, and to uſe 
threats which he is neither able nor willing: to 
execute; and it is ineffectual in a multitude to 
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_ endeavour to outwit their governnors. They 
ſhould employ nothing but plain and publie de- 
clarations, or active force. If the people be 
unanimous, this will ſucceed; if not, it is vain 
for clubs and 5 to think of inſpiring go- 
vernment with any permanent alarm. They 
may occaſion a temporary diſmay, till their 
weakneſs is diſcovered; but the artifice will ſoon 
be detected. Government have a multitude of 
agents, both voluntary and mercenary, in every 
diiſtrict, who can ſoon aſcertain the ſtrength of 
a party; but the inhabitants of a country, ſcat- 
tered as they are over the whole face of it, hgñ ve 
no ſuch means of information. Government 
therefore will ſoon recover from their ſurpriſ ce, 
and induſtriouſly avail themſelves of the oc :- 
ſion, by diffuſing a ſpirit of diſtruſt and diſunion 
among the people, that one of the parties may 
join their ſtandard. They will promote diſſen- 
tion among the ſubjects, to enereaſe the influ- 
ence of the crown. Thus on the preſent occa- 
ſion, the wily miniſter of our ſiſter country en- 
couraged the Catholics when they were weak--- - 
then Toubted of his ability to perform what he 
had given them reaſon to expect---adviſed'them 
to apply to their own parliament=--reſiſted their 
pretenſions 'there---and at length brought all 
parties to depend upon Royal favour,” as the 
only ſource of relief from domeſtic oppreſſion. 
In this manner he carried off the glory of the 
meaſure, and inſidiouſly endeavoured” to attach _ 
the Catholics to the throne; dictated to parlia- fea 
ment, and rendered the Cabinet of Saint 
James's a Court of appeal paramount to the 
legiſlature of Ireland. This, (fay they), is the 
preſent fituation of affairs. 'Two knots of men 
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in Dublin and Belfaſt; have diſguſted and 8 
tened the only perſons who could in an, rn 
obtain a reform in the ways of peace. They 
threw down the gauntlet. Government took it 
| up. By their threatening language and warlike 
pPreparations, they ſeemed to ſay that they 
were able to obtain their demands by force. 
Adminiſtration knowing their imbecility, and 
feeling the additional ſtrength it had acquired 
from ſuch premature proceedings, ſaid Let 
« us try.---There is a proclamation- for you; 
*< inſulting, and you will lay, unconſtitutional. 
„Is that enough ?” All is quiet.---<* Here 
is a gunpowder bill. Won't that provoke 
u?” No.“ „We'll take your artillery. 
Ny ſha'n't-afſemble in arms: and the peo- 
«6 ple who ſhall diſperſe your darling volunteers 
are the police, the Gs police. Will ne- 
<« thing rouſe you to put forth your boaſted 
68 ſtrength? Even dragooning and military 
riots, in one part of this kingdom, were ſucceeded | 
8 1 by ſilent ſtupor and inaction. 


Tart THIRD error, was parting Catholic 
emancipation from general reform. Under this 
head, they loudly declare, that they were as hear- 
tyin 'the cauſe of liberality as their opponents. 
They were as well diſpoſed to-unite Iriſhmen ; 
but they knew that Proteſtant prejudices muſt be 

-, conciliated, as well as Catholic. They wiſhed 
for Catholic emancipation, . but would have 

„ linked it with a ſyſtem of general liberty. They 
wiſhed to lead the people, in one phalanx, to 
demand a reform; and think that their force 
would then have been irreſiſtible. As far as the 
feelings of Catholics are concerned, they re- 
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joice in the extenſion of franchiſe; but as a nati- 
onal meaſure, their enfranchiſement toit bout a 
reform will be a calamity*---It will drown the 
few good voters we can boaſt of, in a deluge of 
the meaneſt claſs of Catholic electors. WIr R 
A REFORM, this extenſion of franchiſe would 
have benefited ALL: parties. They ſhould _ 
therefore have gone hand in hand. Had this 
beeh the caſe, the Catholics would have remain; 


ed with the people. They will now, it is appre- 
hended, en the hands of government, 
enereaſe the expence and corruption of elections, 
and render many of the old patriots tenacious of 
the boroughs,” as a bulwark of the Proteſtant 
- - intereſt. They inſiſt that the Proteſtant and 
Catholic ſhould have been bound together by _ 
the tie of a common intereſt, a partnerſhip in 
oppreſſion, and a joint hope of freedom, which 
neither could obtain without the other. This, 
they admit, would have required time; but 
that they do not think a material objection. 
Being apprehenſive of ſudden ſhocks in the poli- 
tical machine, they profeſs themſelves friends 
to gradual and deliberate meffures. Incredu- 
lous with reſpect to ſudden revolutions in popu- 
lar or religious prejudices, they fear thats the 
progreſs of liberality, or decay of bigotry, is . 
not by any means as great or general as is pre- 
tended; and that whatever views wiſe and en- 
lightened men may take of the ſubject, three 
millions of people will not be eaſily excited to 
an oppoſition which ſome may conſider dan- 
© gerous to themſelves, - and others ungrateful to 
the court. A religious ſet, whoſe deareſt pre- 
judices are in favor of Monarchy and Hierar- 
chy, will ſcarcely prefer a combination either 
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With Abbeintiens ſuſpected of nnn or 
vith profeſſed preſbyterians, to an alliance with 


the State, and with the Church of Ireland, 4 


which they may conſider as a ſect of popery; ;. 


ſince it acknowledges a e e head, and pro- 
feſſes to derive the efficacy of all its orders and 


ordinances, by upoſtotical ee 2 N the 


Church of ne oh 


: Tursz they rt to have hem: 3 lden „ 
but finding the union of the clubs and the popu- 


of age, experience, approved integrity, and ac- 


knowledged abilities, rejected with diſreſpect, 


and being at the ſame time unwilling to ob- 


ſtruct ſo liberal a deſign, how much ſoever they 
deplored the mode of proſecuting it, they very 


early withdrew their oppoſition; and thus pre- 


. cluded the dominant party from ſaying, that 


their ne had been e or their projects 


| 3 


Tux preſent e ſtate of the FLY 


i ( they ſay) is, by no means, the leaſt pernicio's 
conſequence of theſe violent and premature ex- 
ertions: nor is it the leaſt extraordinary of 55 
ſymptoms, which indicate this maladv, hat 


two county elections in which Belfaſt bad p73 


ways acted an honourable part, ſhould paſs un- 
noticed: that with reſpect to the County of 
Down in particular, a member” ſhould be re- 
turned without a poll, While the inhabitants of 
Belfaſt were firſt certainly informed of the name 
_ of the candidate by his advertiſement of thanks. 
The moderate party ſeem ſatisfied to ſubmit to 


any impoſition, rather than with a renewal of | 


old diſputes, and give an opportunity to popular 

agitators to diſſeminate their principles. The 
more decided patriots not only talk of elections 

as matters of no importance in the preſent ſtate 
of things, but even expreſs a wiſh, that grievan- 
ces may enereaſe, that they may be the ſooner and 
more effectually redreſſed:---Againſt this ſenti- 
ment I moſt earneſtly proteſt, It is the part of 
a good patriot, never to deſpair of the country, 
but in every ſituation to act for the beſt ; and he 
muſt be a bad citizen'or a ſhallow obſerver, who 
wiſhes that our political lethargy ſhould encreaſe 
with the hope of being rouſed by a French re-- 


form. Such a man admits no medium between 


ſlavery, and revolution; the loſs of liberty, and 
the ſubverſion of all government. Amid ten 
thouſand chances of deſpotiſm and anarchy, 
there is ſcarcely one of rational freedom; and 
this after à ſeries of | atrocious factions. 
While theſe parties. argue thus, the partizans 
of the caſtle manage elections, as well as all 
other public buſineſs, at diſcretion. : 


 SUcH- are the views taken by both par- 
ties. It has been thought beſt. to give them in 
the ſtrongeſt language uſed by the partizan on 
either ſide, that the reader may perceive the 
force of their reſpective arguments, and be able 
to form an impartial judgment. 2 


Wes cannot here forbear to remark, that the 
cenſure ſo laviſhly heaped on the town which 
gave . riſe to this publication---1s, indefenſible. 
Granting that a majority of thoſe inhabitants 
who of late attended public meetings, were con- 
fidered by the government of the country as hay= 
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ing proceeded unwarrantable lengths---?wenty 
thouſand people are not therefore to be indiſerimi- 
nately condemned. Of this we have ſufficient 
proof, in the proteſt of two hundred and fifty 
five perſons. Among them were enrolled by 
far the greater number of thoſe whoſe patriotiſm, | 
moderation, and decifion, had long given dig- 
nity and conſiſtency to the proceedings of Belf: ft. 
Under ſuch circumſtances, what plea in wiſdom 
could be found, for pouring in bodies of troops 
out of all proportion to the magnitude of the 
town, and conſequently ſo ſcattered over it as 
to be beyond controul. What neceſſity de- 
manded an union of the functions of a General 
with thoſe of the Civil Magiſtrate; removing 
an uſeſul barrier between the ardour natural to 
the ſtanding army, and the cool deliberation 
requiſite in the execution of the law? In vain 
ſhall we ſearch for an extenuation of the ſcenes 
of lawleſs violence which have fo repeatedly oc- 
_ curred; or an excuſe for exhibiting to the world 
a picture of the majeſty of the laws proſtrated. 
Tr Laws, nothing ſhould be ſuffered. 
to trample upon with impunity, becauſe their 
efficiency depends on public opinion; and the 


. Nag idea of their being omnipotent, is ne- 


ceſſary to their ſupport. 
Tx civil power that ſhould be ſuperior on 
every occaſion, ſeemed to fink under the exerti- 
on; and our ftreets diſplayed the occaſional 
anarchy of Paris in miniature. Common ſenſe 
informs us, that troops to make a figure in the 
feld abroad, muſt practice ſubordination at 
home: and hiftory ſays that the Pretorian bands 


— 


of Rome, haftened the downfall o the Erapre, 


* 


and tyrannized over the very people that em- 


ployed them. 


B ELTAS TH, by its conſequence in the ſcale of 
Commerce, Manufactures, and Revenue, con- 
tributes eminently to the proſperity of the king- 
dom. It has paid near the rate of one hundred 
and twenty thouſand a year in port duties alone, 


beſides the incalculable ſhare it otherwiſe. taxes 


in the general burthens of the ſtate; and it has 
been ſaid to have had a greater number of ſhips 


employed in foreign. trade than all the reſt of 
Manufactures experience in it 
the foſtering hand pf the moſt aſſiduous culture. 
When credit was tottering to its baſe in almoſt 
every corner of Europe, here it held its ground. 
Irs merchants blended prudence with enterprize, 


Ireland beſide. 


r nnn „ 


and reaped the reward of unſullied integrity. 


In acts of munificence, in charitable inſtituti- 


ons, and private donations, none will deny its 


merit. During the period of near a 5 
and an half, from the uſurpation of Cromwell, 
it was ſignalized as much for loyalty to its 
Prince and attachment to his government, as 
by zeal in the purſuit of civil liberty. *When 
our governors within theſe ſixteen years dreaded 
a French invaſion, and the Lord Lieutenant's 
ſecretary informed us, that government could 
only ſpare to the rich northern coaſt, the nomi- 
nal protection of a troop or two of horſe, or 
part of a company of invalids,” Belfaſt preſſed 


forward in defence of the country, It was 


A 


HT 2 3+ 2 IG 
ſeen in arms, from the earlieſt dawn of that 


1 


auſpicious æra, which opened with the enlarge- 
ment of our trade, and cloſed with an acknow- 
ledgment of our national independence. 


_. Wren what precious care ſuch a character 
mould be preſerved, and what lenity and pro- 
tection thoſe who poſſeſs it have a right to ex- 
pect- need no illuſtration. Perſecution in 
politics, as well as religion, is abſurd. It rivets 
error, while it vainly attempts to check the 
progreſs of truth: But a mild adminiſtration of 
government difarms the violent, and confirms 
the zeal and influence of its friends. When we 
| imagine we are forging fetters for human 
| - | thought, we open new regions to its flight, en- 
= ge the ſphere of its action, and excite energies | 
that were latent before. 1 * 


Wx venture to pronounce, that valuable max- 
ims in politics are to be drawn from the whole 
of theſe Fre, They ſhew that. tliere is 
danger of promoting general diſaffection to the 
form of our government, if thoſe who adminiſ- 
ter it practiſe a ſyſtem of profligate expence, 
break thro' the beſt mounds of the conſtitution, 
and oppoſe every attempt at moderate reform. 
The alarm occaſioned by the late exertions of a 
ſingle town, and by the ſpirit which was dif-“ 
fang itſelf over a relpectab e province, may ſa- 
tisfy rulers that tranquility cannot be relied on, 
unleſs the will of the people be regarded, their 
complaints attended to, and their affections pre- 
ſerved, That the town which led the van, ad- 


e 9 B. vii 


vanced too far beyond the main body, is ſuffici- 
ently obvious. To that circumſtance perhaps it 
is owing, that it failed in effecting ſtill more 

important changes in national meaſures. But 
here, Miniſters had little reaſon to boaſt. The 
people have a fund of unredreſſed grievances to 
reflect upon, and a ſpirit of diſcontent is con- 

ſequently foſtered in the moſt temperate boſoms. 
This may not always confine itſelf to the Nor- 
thern Counties, but ultimately infect the thirty 
two. „„ Wk, | . 1 . 


ApMINISsTRATION may then, have a chance 
+ of maintaining its authority, by the inſidious 
"ie -: 6, 20 > s 
policy of dividing the popular force: but how 
much more eaſily and more honorably might 
the ſame effect be produced, by uniting it? The 
worſt governments ſhould for their own ſafety 
rectify. abuſes that may in time undermine 
them, as a good one will encourage the natural 
tendencies of the conſtitution to renovate itſelf. 
| The errors of France, as a beacon, point out 
the danger of univerſal ſuffrage ; but inſtead of 
deterring government from a rational improve- 
ment in the repreſentative branch of our legiſla- 
ture, they ſhould ſtimulate them to grant, and 
the ſubjects to expect it. Had the Miniſters of 
France made their appeal to the people in an 
_ earlier ſtage of the Monarchy, while the public - 
mind was firmly attached, as ours is, to the '. ' .\ 
Prince and to the form of his government, tem- | 
perate meaſures would probably have been the 
reſult. That criſis was ſuffered to eſcape, and 
the conſequences are to be deplored by every 
friend of liberty and order, in their own coun- + 
try and in the world, XL 


5 . e 


Ox ib whale: it were to be wiſhed that Der 
_ theſe petty broils, both government and its ſub- 
jects would learn to guard againſt more lament- 
* able convulſions, by attending to the following 
1 advice of MAcchlAvEI. Let adminiſtration 
1 <« and the legiſlature ſtudy to render themſelves 
li ſo much beloved and reſpected by the people, 
that no party ſhall indulge a hope of diſturb- 
e ing them with ſucceſs, or impunity : and 
© Jet not a diſcontented faction be too confident, 
© „ that the multitude, however diſaſſected, will 
e fupport them in their N or accom- 
Ra. KY pany them in their dangers.” % Imparino 
8 pertanto i principi a vivere in maniera, e farſi 
ee in modo riverire e amare, che niuno ſperi 
* potere ammazzandoli ſalvarſi; e gli altri co-— 
* noſchino quanto quel penſiero ſia vano che ci 
* faccia confidare troppo che una moltitudine, 
ancora che malcontenta ne” pericoli tuoi ti | 
ws ſexuiſti o 0 ti e 0 
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Declaration and Re/oluti gee of p Society of United 
 Triſbhmenof Dublin, adopted from thoſe of Belfaſt. 

| I the preſent great Eta of reform, when unjuſt 
1 governments are falling in every quarter of Eu- 


rope; when religious perſecution is compelled to ab- 


jure her tyranny over conſcience; when the rights 
of men are aſcertained in theory, and that theory 
ſubſtantiated by practice; when antiquity can. no 


longer defend abſurd and oppreſſive forms againſt the 


common ſenſe and common intereſts of mankind ; 


when all government is acknowledged to originate 
from the people, and to be ſo far only obligatory as 
it protects their rights and promotes their welfare; 
we think it our duty, as Iriſnmen, to come forward, 
and ſtate what we feel to be our heavy grievance, 
and what we know to be its effectunal remedy. 
WS HAvE NO NATIONAL GOVERNMENT — 
we are ruled by Engliſhmen, and the ſervants of 
Engliſhmen, whoſe object is the intereſt of ano» 


„ 


ther country, whoſe inftrament is corruption, and 


whoſe ſtrength is the weakneſs of Ireland; and theſe 
men have the whole of the power and patronage of 
the country as means to ſeduce: and ſubdue the 
| honeſty and the ſpirit of * repreſentatives in the 
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legiſlature, —Such an extrinſic power, * with 


uniform force in a direction too frequently oppoſite to 


the true line of our obvious intereſts, can be reſiſted 
with effect ſolely by unanimity, deciſion and ſpirit 


in the people, — qualities which may be exerted moſt 
legally, F oabirucopaſly and efficaciouſly, by that 
great meaſure eſſential to the proſperity and freedom 
of lreland- Ax BQUAL REPRESENTAPION or ALL 
THE PBOPLE IN PARLIAMENT. 
We do not here mention as grievances, the re- 
jeden of a place- bill, — of a penſion bill, —of a re- 
onſibility- bill, — the ſale of peerages in one houſe, 
1 corruption publicly avowed in the other, — nor 
the notorious infamy of borough traffic between 


both not that we are inſenſible of their enormity, 


but that we conſider them as but ſymptoms of that 
mortal diſeaſe which corrodes the vitals of our con- 


ſtitution, and leaves to the ople, in their own 
government, but the ſhadow of a name. 


ImPRESSED With theſe ſentiments, we have agreed 
to form an aſſociation, to be called Tus Socizrr 
or UxiTed IaISsRUEN: and we do pledge our- 
ſelves. to our country, and mutually to each other, 
thar we will ſteadily ſupport, and endeavour by all 
due means to 2 into n ped following e 


tions: 


I. Recoves, That the weight of En im in- 
fuence i in the government of this country is ſo great, 
as to require a cordial anion among ALL THE PEO- 
PLE OF IRELAND, to maintain that balance which 
is eſſential to the preſervation of our liberties and 
the extenſion of our commerce. 

II. Tzxar;the ſole conſtitutional — by which 
a influence can be oppoſed, is by a complete and 
radical reform of the e "of the people 
in parliament. 

III. Tuar no reform is prafticable; eflicacious, 
or or juſt, which ſhall not include Iriſhmen of "_ 


religious perſuaſion, 


Sarisriz b, as we are, that the inteſtine diviſions 
among Iriſhmen have too often given encourage- 
ment and impunity to profligate, audacious and 
corrupt adminiſtrations, in meaſures which, but for 
_ theſe diviſions, they durſt not have attem pted; we 
_ ſubmit our reſolutions to the nation as the baſis of 
our political faith. , FF 
Ws have gone to what we conceive to be the root 
of the evil; we have ſtated what we conceive to be 
the remedy, With a parliament thus reformed, 
every thing is eaſy ; without it, nothing can be done: 
And. we do call on and moſt earnettly exhort our 
countrymen in general to follow our example, and 
to form ſimilar feierte in every quarter of the king- 
dom, for the promotion of conſtitutional knowledge, 
the abolition of bigotry in religion and politics, 
and the equal diſtribution of the rights of man through 
all ſets and denominations of Iriſſimen. The people, 
when chus collected, will feel their own weight, 
and ſecure that power which theory has already ad- 
mitted as their portion, and to which, if they be not 
arouſed by their preſent provocations to vindicate it, 
they deſerve to forfeit their pretenſions ror EVER! 


7e. ebe principal inhabitants of the Town of Belfaſt. 
"GENTLEMEN, 5 e 


AS Me, and as IaisHuEN, we have long la- 
mented the degrading ſtate of ſlavery and oppreſſion 
in which the great majority of our countrymen, the 
Roman CATHOLICS, are held—nor have we la- 
- mented it in filence—we wiſh to ſee all diſtinctions 

on account of religion aboliſhed—all narrow, par- 
tial maxims of policy done away. We anxiouſly 

wiſh to ſee the day when every IXISsHMAN ſhall be a 
citizen—when Catholics and Proteſtants, equally 
intereſted in their Country's welfare, poſſeſſing equal 
freedom and equal privileges, ſhall 'be cordially 
UNITED, and ſhall learn to look upon each other 
as brethren, the children of the ſame God, the 


< 


/ 


. ; . 
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natives of the ſame land and when the only firife | 


John Ha ett 


„ 


amongſt them ſhall be who ſhall ſerve their coun- 


try beſt. Theſe, gentlemen, are our ſentiments, 
and theſe we are convinced are yours. wh 


We, therefore, requeſt a general meeting of the : 
principal inhabitants at the town-houſe, on Satur- 


day next, at noon, to confider of the propriety of 
a petition to Parliament, in favour of our Roman 
Catholic Brethren. „ | Fe 


We are, Gentlemen, _ 
your moſt obedient Servants, © | 


Robert Thompſon Thos. Neilfon Nobert Getty » 
Thomas Sinclaire 'Thos. MDonnell James Hyndman 
Robert Simms Robert Hunter Robert Major 

Gil. MIlveen, jun. Thos. M*Cabe Walter Crawford. 
Thomas Miiliken Wm, Martin Sam. M*Murray | 
Samuel Neilſon as. M*Cormick Thos, Brown 
Samuel M*Ticr * Luke * "John Bankhead 


Hu. M'Ilwain James M Kain | Iſaac Patton | 
Wm. M'Cleery Ham. Fhompſon J. Campbell Whire . 
Wm. Tennent Hu. Johnſon S. Ferguſon 
Wm. Magee Chriſt. Strong Jotn Todd FORK, 
Wm. Simms * George Wells ichd. M*Cleltand 


Robert Callwell James Stephenſon John M*Conne.l 
Hu. Montgomery Sam. MClcan John M<Clean 
you M*Donnell + John Graham And. M*Clean 
enry Haſlett Wm. Bryſon .- hos. Aſh... - 
David Bigger . job Tiſdall John Caldwelk . 
Hugh Crawlord 2} „35 


—_—_ 
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AT a Meeting of the BeLrasr READING Soct- 
TY, January 27, 1792, the following reſolutions 
were unanimouſly agreed to: VVV 

I, Rxsorvrp, That civil and religious liberty 
is the birth-right of every human being; that Go- 


vernments were formed to ſecure them in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of this right, and that ſtates ſhould be regu- 


lated ſo as to protect them in the exerciſe of it. 
II. Tart doctrines of faith, and modes of wor- 
ſhip can neither give nor take away the rights of 


men; becauſe opinion ts not the object of govern- 


N | , 
ment; becauſe the mode of expreſſing religions 
worſhip ſhould be left to the judgment of God, and 
the deciſion 5 conſcience; and becauſe perſecution, 


however it be diſguiſed, is deſtructive of the equali- 
ty of men, and the moſt ſacred laws of nature. 


III. That while we rejoice with every virtuous 


and enlightened mind, at the rapid progres which 
theſe principles have lately made, and the illuſtrious 
events to which their happy influence have given 
birth— events, which are the proudeſt boaſt of hu- 
man nature, and which will ſupply hiſtory with or- 


naments unknown to former ages; — it is with inex- 
preſſible regret that we behold their circumſcribed 


operation in this our native land. 


IV. Taar Ireland can never deſerve the name of . | 


a free ſtate, while a great majority of her inhabi- 


tants enjoy the rights of citizens in ſo partial a 
manner; while they are totally governed by the 


will of others; in a word, while they are unjuſtly 


excluded from all ſhare in the making and the ad- 


miniſtration of the laws under which they live. 


V. In fine, it is our moſt fervent wiſh, that the 


nation would call for their deliverance, with a voice 


ſo temperate as to excite no, tumult, fo affectionate 


as to conciliate the hearts of all, but ſo uniTED, 
and ſo powERPUL as to carry conviction to every 
ſource of legiſlation, 1 


- Res80LvED, - That the above reſolutions be pub 


liſhed in the Belfaſt Papers, Rs 
__- JAMES M*CORMICE, Crnarrman-e 


—__» BELFAST MEETING, 
| ON THE ROMAN CATHOLIC QUESTION. 
" 3, XZ SAWDARY 86 a8 


IN conſequence of a requiſition, ſigned by fifty 


three inhabitants, for a meeting of this town, to 
conſider of the propriety of a Petition to Parliament, 
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IN BEHALF or THE Raman: CaTadiics OF 


[zzLanD—the greneft aſſembly was held this day 
that we ever recollect here, if we except the Cele- 
bration of the French Revolution, on the 14th of 


July laft. As the numbers that appeared could not 


accommodated in the Town-houſe, an adjourn- 
ment took place from thence to the New Meeting- 
| Houſe, the galleries and ground floor of which, 
tho very extenſive, were much crouded. | 


- Tug RRVD. SincLare Klan was called 


unanimouſly to the chair, in which ſituation he 


pular a 


and body of the Petition to be modelled according 
to the ſpirit and meaning of the Prayer: | 
Was therefore pray, that the Legiſlature may 
% be pleaſed to repeal, from time to time, and as 
«© ſpeedily as the circumſtances of the country, and 
«© the general welfare of the whole kingdom will 


preſided with the utmoſt propriety; and, by a 
| kgs Yard the rules obſerved in all regulated po- 


regularity. „„ | 

Mx. 5 Ho lLuZs, after a prefatory ſpeech in 
favour of a liberation of the Roman Catholics, from 
the impolitic and ruinous ſyſtem of penal laus, and 


from their other incapacities, moved for the ap- 


pointment of a Special Committee, in order ta 


_ draw up ſuch a Petition to Parliament as would pro- 


bably produce an unanimous vote, and unite the 


' whole inhabitants of this town in one 1 ſup- 


lication in behalf of their brethren of the Catho- 


ic perſuaſion ;- and further, that it ſhould be an 
inſtruction to that Committee to make the following 


words THE PRAYER of the Petition---the preamble 


permit,“ all PEN AL and RESTRICTIVE ſtatutes at 


«preſent in exiſtence againſt the Roman Catholics 


«© of Ireland; and that they may THaws be reſtored 
„ to the rank and conſequence of Citizens, in every 
wy particular,” . ; By 125 . | | 
* That part of the prayer marked in 7talics, ſhews what 
was afterwards expunged by a majority. : 


emblies, he procured perfect order and 


—_ a 


| 73 "3 RW - 
| Warcu motion was ſeconded by Dr. Hatrvar ; 


but the firſt clauſe of it, for the appointment of 2a 


Committee, was afterwards dropt, _ 

Doctor Wirz aſked, if it was meant by the 
mover; to extend all privileges to Roman Catholics, 
as the paper juſt read ſeemed: to in ſome degree 
| doubtful, from the manner in which it was worded, 
on that point. | 

Arrak ſome debate, the mover explained, that 
the repeal wb the 1 3 

meant to a to every ſpecies nt 
diſabilities, m to that which Joprives them of 
the elective and other franchiſes, incluſive - theſe 
diſabilities to be done away, not inſtantaneouſly, 


but gradually, from time to time, as the circum- 


ſtances of the country may warrant. 


Mr. Ronexr Tromgon, in a Jeliberate. and. 


well · connected ſpeech, fraught with that ſound 
$4 knowledge and cool diſquiſition which diftinguiſh 

him as a ſpeaker, oppoſed the words of the 
motion. He expreſſed the very great regard 
he. had for the reſpectable gentlemen who made 
and ſeconded the motion, and his regret in dif- 
fering from either. He faid his mind had —_ 
made up on the preſent queſtion. It was one to h 


he had paid conſiderable attention, and he was clear- 


ly of opinion that the Catholic body ought ro be 
reſtored fully to all the rights of citizens—bur as be 
knew ſeveral gentlemen differed from him, and 


as it had always been his anxious with to preſerve | 


unanimity in the town, and as he thought an appk- 
cation on the preſent ſubje&t would come with more 
weight if agreed to without a diſſenting voice; z he 
had taken 155 liberty to draw up a ſhort petition, 
which he hoped would embrace the idea of every 
man in the hoaſe ; and he hoped the gentleman who 
heſtiated about granting a/l their 4 to Catholics 
at once, wonld fee that he had conceded conſiderably, 
in order to take away every Pn of bs awe 
with their leave hg would read it. 


. 
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Je the Right Honourable and Honourable, Ge. 
be Humble Petition of, ce. 


_*© Tyar Petitioners have long lamented the ſtate 
of degradation and flavery in which the great ma- 
Jorities of their countrymen, the Roman Catholics 
are held, by a multitude of laws, creating incapa- 
cities and inflifting penalties numerous — ſevere. 
.. ** 'Taar Petitioners conceive it not only unjuſt in 
its principle, but in its operation highly injurious to 
the trade, commerce and induſtry, and to the gene - 
ral proſperity of Ireland, that the great body of 
the people ſhould longer continue to be thus 
—A -. ich in eos 1 TE Re 
4 PETITIONERS, therefore humbly pray that 
this Honourable Houſe may take into ſerious conſi- 
deration the caſe of the Roman Catholics, and grant 
them relief.“ 5 1 | 
- AFTER.many compliments to the Roman Catho- 
lics, and endeavouring to prove that they deſerved 
and were capable of enjoying the bleſſings of liber- 
ty, as perſons of their perſuaſion 'were thoſe who 
obtained Magna Charta, and who obliged James, 
when in this kingdom, to give the royal aſſent to 
ſeveral bills of the firſt importance to the Conſtituti- 
on of Ireland —he entered into a particular enume- 
ration of the grievances of this long inſulted nation. 
He ſhewed the indiſpenſible neceſſity of an imme- 
diate reform in a houſe of nominal repreſentatives, 
in which the voice of the people was ſeldom heard, 
and ſeldomer attended to. A houſe held under 
er . influence; returned by venal boroughs, 
and no longer expreſſive of, or governed by, the 
public will, That meaſures, replete with, every 
good to the land which it ſhould repreſent, were 
daily propoſed to it, and as often ſcouted in diſdain; 
that the juſt wiſhes of the people were treated 
zwith contempt—and that without an union of its 
 inbabitants no reform need ever be propoſed, as none 


«> 


Pg 
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without it ever could be effected. He here ſeemed 
to glance at the ſeveral inſtances in the laſt and 
former ſeſſions, of rejecting almoſt every good bill 
offered by the few who can be ſajd to have actually 
conſtituents in our Houſe of Commons. The re- 
fufal of a place, penſion, and reſponſibility bill ; the 
| refuſal of an enquiry into the ſale of the ge, 
and the purchaſe of ſeats in another houſe with the 
money. which bought theſe honours; the refuſal o 
every bill for Sd the reprgſentation; and, in 
ſhort, of every other which had for its object the re · 
generation of the conſtitution, now become, thro' 
the lapſe of time, mutilated, infirm, and calculated \ 
by. the corruption of the beſt principles to fap the 
vital ſpirit of free goyernment. After inveighing 
with much and deſerved ſeverity againſt the vile 
trade of roiten , boroughs, he remarked that even 
the virtue of Ireland in 1782, with an armed hoft . 
at its back, might not have effected what was called 
g free conſtitution ; without the very ſupport of thoſe 
borough mongers who enſlave the land, and who 
added their force-to that of the people, for the mere 
purpoſe of enhancing the value of their ſeats, which 
they buy and ſell like any article of commerce. He 
entered largely into a detail of the deceptions prac- 
tiſed by government to diſupite the kingdom; to 
ſeparate the Proteſtant from the Catholic ; the Ca- 
tholic from the Proteſtant Diſſenter, whoſe religious 
principles it is well known are at leaſt es tolerant as 
thoſe of any other ſet, and whoſe political ones are 
thoſe which have repeatedly drawn a worn-out conſti- 
tution back to its firſt principles, particularly at the 
Revolution; ſhortly prior to which the ſun of liber- 
ty had ſet apparently to riſe no more. He told the 
aſſembly that it was a fact which had fallen within 
his own knowledge eight years ago, about the time 
of the volunteer convention, that for near a century 
paſt, when the Roman Catholics (then weighed 
down with the vileſt reſtrictions, ſince in a conſidera» 
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1 degree done away) applied | to government for 


redreſs, that the common reply was an expreffion of 


willingneſs to grant them relief; but that no peti- 


tion could be preferred in their behalf from the 
South, which would not be anfwered from the 
North ; and that nothing could be conceded to their 
wiſhes by the governing powers without producing 


a general weakneſs of the kingdom, by rifings or | 


rebellions among the Preſbyterians of the North. 
That this deluſive trick was now paſt, and that we 
ſhould therefore come forward 41 form an alliance 
af power and a community of intereſt with our Ca- 
thalic brethren ; as a conceſſion to juſtice, and as 
the certain mean of effecting every good purpoſe 
which, without them, we have long ſought for in 
vain, He concluded an addreſs which the Editor 


regrets his not being able to follow thro! all its parts, 


by moving an expungement of the words affecting 


. the time of the repeal. of every penal and every re- 
ſtrictive ſtatute ; in order to declare a with that the 


reſtoration of all the rights of Roman Catholics 


ſhould be uuEDbiArzg and UNLIMITED. With 
much emphaſis he aſked, to whom were we to fub- 
mit the point of from time to time, when the Catholics 


were to be liberated ? Was it to Lord Lieutenants 


and their Secretaries? Was it to Parliament, in 
which the voice of the people was ralſed in vain ?— 
Aſter a variety of arguments, in which he drew too 
juſt a picture of the wretched ſtate of this country, 

in conſequence of our being totally deprived of an 
adequate repreſentation, founded on inn umerable 
inſtances of our being governed by an Engliſh infly- 
ence, his motion was made for the expunging of the 
following words in the prayer of the petition pro- 
poſed by Mr. Holmes“ from time to time, and as 
25 8 as the eircumſtances of the country and 
7e the general welfare of the whole kingdom will 
cc permit.” 1 8 | 5 
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Docrox Waitz ſaid, it is now neceſſary to go 


. 


more at large into the ſubject, as it appears we are 


his Dy and induſtry to the well-being of any 


ſtate, has a right to a voice in the governthent of his 
country; and as it would be impoſſible that each 


member of a ſtate could be judicioully employed, as 


a legiſlator, that buſineſs muſt be tranſacted by de- 
legation ; he therefore is neceflicated to anite with 


his diſtriet to chuſe a repreſentative. 


Ir fo far I am right, we cannot avoid concluding 
that no member of any ſtate contributing by his la- 
bour, his learning, or his ingenuity, to the ſup= 


po rt and well being of his country, can equitably 


de debarred from a ſhare in the legiſlation of his 
country, perſonally, or by a repreſentative. 0 _. 
. . Wrozvex is deprived of this right, is certainly a 
ſlave in a political point of view, 'and cannot be ſaid - 
to poſſeſs any control over, or defence againſt, laws, 


by which his life, liberty, and property may be 
a S £411.37. 3 Ra Ty 43 *47 74 


ridged or taken away. dint -" 
_ Te. theſe opinions are founded, of which there is 


no doubt, it would ſeem extraordinary that à pro- 


feſſion of any particular ſyſtem of religion ſhould be 
a ſufficient pretext for excluſion from civil privileges; 
as if a conſcientious diſcharge of a man's duty to 
God; (and conſcientious Hb 


tereſt,) was a fit cauſe of excluſion from civil rights. 
I ſhould be rather inclined to believe that it was the 
ſtrongeſt inducement to believe, he was highly quali- 


. 


fied for the exerciſe of civil virtues. 3 
| Ir has been often alleged, and for a long time 
believed, that the profeſſion of the Catholic religion, 


| 5 have been that of the 
Catholics, as it is in the- teeth of their temporal in- 


1 
and a belief in its doctrines, were incompatible with 
good citizenſhip; many inſtances to the contrary 
may be quoted in the litoty of our own country; 
to the Catholics we are obliged for trial by jury, for 
the inſtitution of parliaments, our fight of popular 
impeachment, and for Magna Charta; and our Ca- 
tholic neighbours of France have given us a luminous 
view of their capacity in forming a government 
eminently calculated 4 the eſtabliſhment and pre- 
ſervation of civil right and equal liberty, _ 
His roc records ſupply us with innumerable 
facts, ſhewing in the cleareſt manner, that the pro- 
feſſion of the Roman Catholic religion was by no 
means incompatible with the duties of a good legiſla- 
tor. A Roman Catholic Parliament, in the reign ot 
Henry IV. 1399, thought it neceſſary to paſs a par- 
ticular act againſt the Pope's bull ratifying the 
ſtatutes of Shrewſbury, becauſe it was founded on a 
principle oppoſite to, and ſubverſive of the rights 
of the people; it was therefore declared that the 
kingdom of England was independent of all foreign 
power, particularly of the court of Rome, and that 
the Pope had no right to interfere in the civil govern- 
ment of the realm, _ . eh un 
_. Ars we not then to ſuppoſe that if ſach was the 
conduct of Catholics in ſuch early uninformed 
ages of ſociety, that the accumulated light and 
. information of ſome countries, will have ſimilar and 
equal effects in increaſing their liberality and infor- 
mation, to what it n on their Proteſtant 
brethren.— Men of ſcience and literature are nu- 
merous, very numerous of that religious perſuaſion; 
and the abilities and conſequence of members en- 
gaged in every department of commerce are ſecond 
to none of their country-men. Independent of a 
| principle of juſtice, which muſt be allowed to be the 
eading feature in the buſineſs ; our intereſt eſſen- 
tially demands it. I am well convinced that while 
Catholics are excluded from a ſhare in legiſlation, 
that great deſideratum, a parliamentary reform will 


| ( 13 1 5 
be fought for in vain ; is it likely that: ſuch partial 
application as can be made by the Proteſtants of Ire- 
land, compared to the great body of the people, 
will be properly attended to? certainly not but 
the united and determined voice of Ireland muſt be 
heard, and will be attended to, in ſuch mann ras 
an application of four millions deſerve, ; 1 e 
in Hur preſent circumſtances, if Catholics were 
allowed franchiſes on the ſame terms as Proteſtants, 
it would be attended with the moſt happy effects. 
Ir is ſaid they are more ignorant than the Proteſ- 
tants: of this I have doubts, in ſo far as elective 
franchiſe, ſimilar to that Which the Proteſtants e- 
joy, would operate; and I mutt poſitively deny the 
coneluſion, as I think upon the ſlighteſt conſideration 
of the ſubject, the uſe and power of elective fran- 
chiſe, and the occaſional intercourſe with their fel- 
low eleftors, and their repreſentatives, with the 
feeling naturally ariſing” from the rank and im- 
portance they hold in the ſtate, will have a power- 
ful and immediate effect in improving their under- 
| ſtanding and Siving Mane proper views. of. their civil 

ri . 
wy UT 1 would beg of the warmeſt dppoſer: of the 
enfracchRebeny of. Catholics to give me a rational 
and ſincere reaſon, for the great body of the Catho- 
lics of Ireland, Der in e to the intereſt of 
the ſtate. 

Tus Catholic weliglon is by no means fo 4 
to the uſe and improvements of the. haman under- 
ſtanding as to render it unfit for the management of 
the common occurrences of life; on the contrary, 
the profeſſors of that religion have rendered them- 
ſelves highly conſpicuous in every department of li- 
terature; and I believe it may be allowed that they 
are nearly at the head of every ſcience, and have 
been for a ſeries of time. May we not then ſuppoſe 
that even in the redemption of forfeited eſtates, if 
ſuch an abſurdity could be conceived, they would 
purſue maxims of policy ſimilar to choſe held out 


z 


JJV 
_ by our Proteſtant delegates in their attempts to pro- 
duce a parliamentary reform, viz. to recompence, 
or rather decidedly to purchaſe, corrupt boroughs 
from their | patrons pr proprietors of property (if I 
may. be allowed the expreſſion}, unknown to our 
_ conſtitution and unknown to our laws; yet theſe re- 
formers purpoſing to have as few obſtructions as poſ—- 
n ble to an adequate parliamentary reform, were ſatiſ- 


| fied to ſacrißce the national purſe, to purchaſe/ the 


aſſent of venal citizens, certainly on the principle 
of its having for a number of years been. ſuppoſed 
ae. private-propefty.i ... 3 
Vo have hitherto exerted yourſelves, and con- 
tributed to the preſent improved tate of the conſti- 
tation of your country, in the capacity of citizens 
and volunteers, and have frequently in your applica- 
tion to your governors, and in your appeal to your 
brethren, with: your mouths prophaned the word 
Ffeuple, by uſing their name when their will or opi- 
nion was not conſulted : I conjure you then to look 
upon the men of Ireland, without reſpe& to religi- 
ous. profeſſion, as your, brethren entitled to equal 
rights and privileges: then may you without profana- 
tion or inconſiſtency, uſe the word people, in its | 
honeſt and comprehenſive ſenſe ; and then may you 
boldly adopt what ſhould be the ſentiment. of every 
good citizen Salus Populi Suprema lex. 
H was followed by Dr. Hatipar, a gentleman 
who has been looked up to in this place, for near 
half a century, with veneration and reſpec, as the 
ſteady aſſertor of the people's rights on every occa- 
ſion; as one who ranks among the higheſt, as a 
profeſſional man, and unites the profound ſcholar 
with the fine gentleman. He profeſſed his carly de- 
teſtation of the penal code of laws, which was held 
as a ſcourge over the heads of our Catholic brethren 
—and many years back ardently wiſhed to fee them 
done away. But he would not grant that nothing 
could be obtained, without the co-operation, of the 
Roman Catholics of Ireland—becauſe, within bis 


1 


| memory, a great deal had been. He reverted 8 


period, perhaps antecedent to the recollection of | 


any man in that aſſembly, except himſelf, the year 


1753 that year in which the latent ſpark of free. 
dom in this country was fanned into a flame, that 


afterwards illuminated the whole kingdom, and 


turned its attention to its rights, after that long - 


| ſeaſon of depreſſion, which ſucceeded. the ineffec- 
tual, tho' glorious efforts of the immortal MoLy- 
NEUX. From that period he traced the progreſſive 


ſuceeſſes of public virtue, down thro” their ſeveral 


ſtages, to the preſent day. This ſpace comprehended 
the rendering of our Parliaments octennial, in 1768, 
inſtead of depending for their termination on l= 
life of 4 King, and conſequently giving it the power 
| + a tyranny for that undegided daration—the re- 
covery of our right to freedom of trade in 1779 
and the reſtoration of Ireland to imperial dignity in 
1782, by eſtabliſhing the independency of its crown 
and of its legiſlature, — That all be, and many 
ſubordinate meaſures, were effected without their 

interference; and that, therefore, he could never 


„ 


grant that nothing could be effected without their 


aid; as all we had gained was gained without their 
weight, in any one inftance, being thrown into the 
ſcale. That he*did not the leſs deplore the Rate 
of unjuſt degradation into which they had, in leſs 
enlightened times, been plunged; and hoped for 
every juſt conceſſion, as much as he ſhould fear the 
effects of immediate and perfe# emancipation, in a 
moment. He 'ſhould regret that ſuch an attempt 
were made before the time was ripe for it ; before 
the one great body was ready to grant, in an inſtant, 
or the other was prepared or qualified to receive.— 


That before that day c rrive, when the eman- 


cipation could in every feſped be complete, much in- 
formation ſhould pervade the general maſs, which 
at preſent ics loweſt claſſes were diveſted of. That 


the influence of the Prieſthood over the minds af 


1 


* * " 
0 —— er i ll |. — — ANTON 2 
— 3 
= NI R * 4 * A 5 " "Ire a 
a > 8 lr hs * , * * 
— © e a 


0 16 ) | | 
the Jaity muſt be conſiderably. reduced, before we 
could with truth lay. that an extenſion, to all their 


body, of elective franchiſe, would encreaſe the vir- 
tual baſis of election That the lights of education, 
long withheld, ſhould firſt diffuſe among them their 
happy effecis teach them the. independency of the 
human mind—and the nature, as well as the value, 
of thoſe bleſſings which a free conſtitution can alone 
beſtow. Till that period arrive, receiving as elec- 


tors the <xvhole maſs of that uninſtrudted body, would 


be dangerous both to themſelves and to us, and 
would not ultimately tend to the intereſts, of either. 


Mu. RopzerT GerTY.—lt ſeems the extenfion 


of the elective franchiſe to our Roman Catholic bre- 


 thren, is the great objection to the prayer of the 


petition laſt read. . l N 
IT ſhould be remembered, that the law. depriving 
them of this liberty, was made after the commence- 
ment of this century. That they enjoyed in as full an 


extent as the Proteſtants do now this right, for a 


ſeries of time after the Revolution, without danger to 


the eftabliſhment ; and that then their ignorance was 
not more noticed than that of the other ſubjects of the 
kingdom. But, Mr. Chairman, the fact is, we found 
them then equally enlightened as ourſelves, and our 
penal laws have been the cauſe of that ignorance. 
fo much lamented, which actually has debaſed their 
nature, and by continuing them, we continue their 
ignorance. Ihe power of their clergy has been much 
talked of, and it is what many liberal and good 
men much fear. It has been remarked by a cele- 
brated writer, that where ever we find people pro- 
foundly ignorant, there the Miniſters of their re- 
ligion have over them a mighty influence; I there- 
fore ſay, that you effect a moſt deſirable reform in 
this particular, by diſpelling that ignorance which 
will inevitably produce that effect; and no men at this 
moment in the ſtate, are more averſe to the relaxa- 


tions ſpoken of, than the Prieſts, as they dread the 


decay of their own power, over the uninformed 


K 
minds of the preſent race of Roman Catholics; He 
ſaid a few eee, on = uſe of — __ 
tions, which by bringing people together in numbers, 
have a tendency of increaſing their knowledge of 


* 


public affairs, by communication of ſentiment; and 


this body of our countrymen in their preſent ſitua- 
tion, have no opportunity of uſing ſuch advan« 
tages. a 20 e | 
: "Mx. Lu BLanc, (a tambour-worker) began by ſay- 
ing he was a foreigner by birth, but a citizen of 
world by principle,” and delivered a very animated 
ſpeech in favour of the amendment. He concluded 
with a declaration, that it appeared a little ridiculous 
to him, to ſee a town conſiſting of 20,000 inhabitants 
| 1 granting rights to others, a had 
no rights themſelves. © | iis! Gan 

Docron Bxves ſaid, he frequently had reaſon 
to regret, that the more immediate duties and avo- 
cations of life prevented his attending the meet- 
ings of this town as à citizen, or contributing the 
ald of an humble individual in matters of public 
moment as they aroſe, eo. 
Boa in a free country, nurtured in the earlieſt 
love and admiration of the principles of liberty, 
and inheriting equally by deſcent as by religious 
profeſſion, a ſteady attachment to every human 
right; he ſhould' once have conſidered” it impoſſible 
to find himſelf in the fituation in which he ſtood 
there that day. To take that fide which could on 
any queſtion: be conftrued into rhe leaſt liberal, is a 
predicament that he ſhould not have conceived any 
train of events could have placed him in. How- 
ever, when he obſerved around him a number of 
the firſt characters in this town, profeſling ſentiments 
ſimilar to his on; many of thoſe who had given 
dignity to its former deliberations ; and whoſe names 
a long ſeries of public virtue has taught the moſt 
diſtant. parts of this kingdom to contemplate with 
veneration—he felt the higheſt conſolation he could 
receive, after the approving teſtimony of his own 
mind. ; D y 


| Ch | 

- Wert his ſentiments (be ſaid) reſpecting the 
Roman ' Catholics of Ireland generally known in 
this aſſembly. it were unneceſſary to aſſert that their 
gradual admiſſion to civil franchize, and an aboli- 
tion of the many unjuſt and impolitic penal laws 
ſtill in force againſt them, are not with him the 
tranſient ſubjects of a day, but had long had his 
moſt ſerious attention, and warmeſt approbation.— 
The experience of every year added confidence to 
his opinion, that this country without a coalition of 
its inhabitants, can never poſſeſs that conſequence 
in the ſcale of empire to which its numbers ſhould 
ends 517 5 foenngot of ans ent: . 
„Hr ſaid, that when he heard, as of late he had 
| often done, THE RIGHTS OF MAN pleaded in their 
 abſtra# ſenſe, as that line from which not the ſmall- 
eſt deviation is in practice to be made; when he 
found them adduced as an argument for an inſtant 
transſer of 2 from one body of the people to 
another deſpiſing every caution in the mode of 
granting it, and regardleſs of the paſt hiſtory of 
the country, its preſent condition, or the mixed ge- 
nius of its inhabitants; he muſt eſſentially differ 
from men, the purity of whoſe intentions he might 
admire, but the precipitancy of whoſe meaſures he 
Muſt regrt. v5 - Ro 

Dis the nature of ſo large a meeting admit a 
general and intimate acquaintance with ancient and . 
modern republics, of the ſeveral ſtates which have 
flouriſhed in their turns at different periods of the 
world ; he might, on the teſtimony of hiſtory, defy 
the advocates for ſuch extravagant opinions to pro- 
duce a ſingle inſtance in which the mere abſtracgt 
theory of rights, the perfect equality of men, were 
ever, in forming the baſis of any government, ſtrict- 
ly applied. ST ata TEE 257 63 : 
_-AmERriCa, fluſhed with conqueſt, and rifing tri- 
eee = wn the ſtroke of deſpotic power, with- 
out any thing to controul her deliberations on the 
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eſtabliſhment of as perfect freedom as wiſdom eould 
deviſe— never ſuffered herſelf to be borne away by 
ingenious refinements, nor to loſe the attainment of 
every practicable good, in the vain purſuit of ideal. 
France, after tearing up her ancient govern- 
ment by its roots, deſtroying hereditary honors and 
reducing the lofty fabrig of a long eſtabliſhed hierar- 
chy, never entertained the wiſh of moulding its new 
conſtitution on the rights of men in the abftra.— 
Had it done ſo, per/ons, not property, had been ex- 
cluſively repreſented ; but in the French conſtitu- 
tion property as well as perſons, is a baſis of repre- | 
ſentation. 4 Wer . 
Ir we follow, without reſtriction, be theory of 
human rights, where will it lead us? In its princi- 
ple it requires the admiſſion of women, of perſons 
under age, and of paupers, to ſyffrage at elections; 
to places of office and truſt, and as members of 
both Houſes of Parliament. 2233 
_ He found himſelf warranted, therefore, in ſay- 
ing, that, tho” actuated by as mach philanthropy 
towards his Roman Catholic brethren as any other 
man, and poſſeſſing as ſincere a wiſh for their eman- 
cipation—it was impoſſible for him to join in the 
wiſh to throw open to them in a moment the ſources 
of power; without a dereliction of every principle 
of prudence and good ſenſe. That, portion of the 
Iriſh community being ſo much greater than the 
reſt, a full extenſion of the rights of man would at 
one ſtroke, without any previous illumination of 
their minds by education, without any preparation 
on either fide, transfer every power of government, 
from the moſt to the leaſt tolerant, from the moſt ta 
the leaſt enlightened part of the ſtate from the 
Proteſtants to the Roman Catholics of Ireland. From 
their comparative numbers ſuch would be the im- 
mediate effect; nor can any one, maintaining the 
abſtract queſtion of right, deny that this is an ime 
mediate reſult from the principle, 


H faid that no man would aſſert that the Roman 
=  . Catholics (taking them in the aggregate) are in their 
| | preſent ſtate as well informed, or as capable of hold» 
—_ ing the reins of government with wiſdom and 
moderation, as the Proteſtants. The former from 
the nature of things, muſt feel reſtraint and ill 
x humour in conſequence of ancient prejudices, and 
1 continued oppreſſion, Theſe will require time to 
ſubſide, and may be beſt removed by a gradual ex- 
7 tenſion of immunities ; which will at the ſame time 
{| have a doubly happy effect, by eradicating Proteſtant 
as well as Catholic prejudices, and preparing the one 
to grant freely from affection, what the other may 
then be better qualified to receive, 15 
Tur great and immediate changes are not often 
dleſirable even in matters of leſs conſequence, That 
to individuals in private life, they are ſeldom pro- 
ductive of happineſs; to nations, they prove fre- 
quently ruinous. ; "HY 5 
Tur a moment's reflection might convince any 
man, that innumerable unforeſeen and dangerous 
effects, leading to tumult and confuſion, wight be 2 
expected from a revolution of power ſo conducted. 
To enter into ſo wide a field would exceed the 
limited time of the meeting He could not however 
avoid briefly touching on a point which had natural- 
1y led to much diſcuſlion—its poſſible conſequences 
| enn the FORFEITED ESTATES in this country. 
ug point of right in reſuming thoſe eſtates ſeems 
to be abfplyte: nor would there, ſuppoſing a com- 
plete transfer of power to the Roman Catholics, be 
any bar to it, except the right which cengueſt has 


given to the preſent proprietors ; a kind of right now 
juſtly exploded and which would in the caſe alluded 
do be little reſpeted, _ | 5 
Tun treaty of Limerick cannot affect the right: 
for a ſingle garriſon could not capitulate for a whole 
ingdom, nor bing it for ever.—Laws and char- 
ters cannot invalidate it; becauſe made by a ſmall 


body, under direction from a foreign country, exer- 


—— — — * * 


re He — — — N 
< * * * Fn * 10 0 R DRESSES EET - a \ 
Jn OY II — - — - 2 EEO » 
CE Ie _ — r — . 
if 1 ——U—ỹ— 2 4 « 
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ciſing what would then be deemed uſurped authority. 
Confider how theſe forfeitures were incurred. —la 
defending the country againſt foreign oppreſſion, 
in Queen Elizabeth's reign ;—in the plantation of 

Ulſter, by James the fr -—the grants of lands to 
Crom ell's Captains, which would be impeachable 
even on Engliſh reſloration principles ;—the for- 
feitures under James the 2d, the lawful King of 
Ireland, fighting at the head of his people uo a 
> Dutchman, whoſe claim, even to the Engliſh 
Crown, was a diſputed eleftion—none at all to the 
Irih Crown, except the old law, that both coun- 
tries ſhould have the ſame King, which would 
ſcarcely apply, and would erh be ſet aſide, in 
caſe of a rupture with England. If ſuch change of 
ower came about without any tumult or hoſtilities, 
it is poſſible that till the higher orders might act from 
a principle of right, in claiming their eſtates ; the 
Prieſts, and the lower claſſes, from bigotry, pride 
of power and clanſhip. But as there muſt, in the 
- Courſe of ſuch a revolution, neceſſarily be ſome irri- 


tation, perhaps exaſperation, this would render a 


change of property, with a change of power, the 
more likely ;—if a conſiderable body of the Proteſ- 
tants of rank and fortune feſiſted the revolution, it 
might be looked on as certain. If titles could not 
be produced, but only a ſtrong probability of ancient 
right could be made out, they might call on the 
preſent poſſeſſors to produce zbeir titles; the very 
production of which would eſtabliſn, inſtead of 
weakening, the old claims, by reciting that the 
lands in queſtion had been taken from ſuch and ſuch 
perſons, for ſuch and ſuch. cayſes, in the very act 
of defending the government and the religion of 
their anceſtors. s ES 
W1TH every defire to accelerate the day of the 
complete enfranchiſement of the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland. but convinced, that in a matter of ſuch 
immenſe magnitude, a gradual and progrefſive 
change is the moſt deſirable (the only practicable 
| i 2 


W Dx;n 3; Ho © OR 3 
one) and equally the intereſt of aLL—he faid he 
muſt ſupport the addreſs, as originally moved by Mr. 
Holmes, praying that the repeal may be from 
« time to time, and as ſpeedily as the circumſtances of 
** the country, and the welfare of the whole kingdom 
* ill permit.” : þ | 1 
- | Cons1vgrtxc himſelf called upon as a moraliſt, 
a citizen, and a divine, he adverted, with irreſiſtible 
4 force of argument, to the influence which he con- 
A ceived a conſiderable part of the moreing might act 
I under, in conſequence; of a teſt taken by them in 
the ſociety of United Jriſhmen.—As this part of 
2 bis ſpeechyhas been the ſubject of ſome converſation, 
= we ſhould not, in a matter of nice diſcuſſion, think 
\ 4 | ourſelves warranted in going into it without being 
ö able, very nearly, to follow the words of the Speaker: 
eſpecially as this topic has ſince been fully diſcuſſed. 
[See Strictures on the Qath of the United Iriſhmen in 
this vol. 3 1 
Mx. Nzirsox ſaid, he meant only to notice one 
oint of the very long and extraneous ſpeech they 
Fad. juſt heard, 1 85 that which alluded to the 
Society of United Iriſhmen; a ſociety of which he 
was proud to acknowledge himſelf a member. The 
learned gentleman had, he ſaid, gone far out of his 
way indeed to attack that ſociety and its teſt: butzia 
what did this teſt go? to union and conſaquent re- 
form. Can any advancement in knowle ge, any | 
change of circumſtance, render union and reform | 
2mproper ? But the gentleman has refuted himſelf ; | 
he has attacked all by, and yet the very firſt ſtep 


„taken by that aſſembly, which he has ſo properly 
_ filed enlightened, when they ſer about framing 
their conſtitution, was to take a teſt. While the 
1 ſpeaks from miſinformation, as it appears 
e has done on the preſent point, the ſocieties are 
equally heedleſs of his praiſe as regardleſs of his 


Da. Wairre ſaid, it was little to be expected 
that a gentleman from his earlieſt infancy, nurtured 


oY r 


„ 
and brought up with the moſt liberal ideas of civil 
and religious liberty, which he ſaid he was proud to 
boaſt 9 4 and at the ſame time a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, profeſſing diſſent from all ſubſcriptions, 
creeds or confeſſions" ef faith, ſhould yet incline to 
deny the exerciſe of the right of private judgment, 
in matters of religion, to brethren, without ſubjeQin 
them to the ,penalties of civil incapacities. Such 
doctrines might have been expected from the mi- 
niſters of a different church, whole abilities have 
often been proſtituted in incalcating even from the 

_ pulpit the exploded. doctrines of paſlive obedience 

and non- reſiſtance, but that ſuch opinions very ill 

become a-Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſter, at the pre- 

ſent enlightened ær a. 5 

Ms. Samver Me. Tie faid, that he thought 
the Society of United Iriſhmen, very improperly in- 
troduced: he had the honour of belonging to that 
body, had taken the teſt, but thought himſelf at 
liberty to vote as he pleaſed. „„ 

Dx. M Don x ELI obſerved, that this ſhould ra- 
ther be conſidered as a moral and religious, than a po- 
litical queſtion, He had been connected both by the 
ties of Friendſhip and of blood with ſeveral Roman 

Catholic gentlemen, both at home and abroad ; he 

could 57 in their political or religious opi- 

nions to prevent their being good citizens: he had 
been accuſtomed from his earlieſt infancy to hear 
them flattered with the ſame language which the 
preſent anild' petition breathes; this has been the lau- 
guage of the Proteſtant people, of the Parliament, 
and of every printed book theſe forty: years: They 

were 10 be liberated from time to time,” i 
He obſerved that this was not the firſt period, in 

the hiſtory of mankind, where the ſame game had 

been played; he adverted to the late proceedings in 

England, relative to the ſlave trade. The ſituation 

of the African was to be meliorated; they would 

ceaſe importing him from time to time, according to 
expediency, He called the attention of the aſſembly 


if | f a4 ) 
to a moſt parallel example, When the Spatiiardy 
became maſters of Cuba and Hiſpaniola, they 4. 
vided the people as they did their land, and trea- 
| fares among their officers. Some became poſſeſſed 

. of 800, ſome of 1400 head of people. —The ini- 
can and Franciſcan friars remonſtrated againſt this 
mode of enſlaving the Indians. They carried their 
re monſtrance to the court of Spain, ( court mildet 
at that time, and more alive to the feelings of ha- 
manity than our Parliament at preſent) their cauſe 
was pleaded before an auguſt tribunal, witneſles 
were heard on both fides : they proceeded exactly 
as we are proceeding at this momenit.—The queſ- 
tion of right to liberty was admitted on the fide of 
the Indian—the queſtion of expediency appeared 
difficult; it was at length o:termined,” they tho uld 
be liberated from time to time. But that time has 
never arrived, nor can it now ever, for there is not at 
5 ſoul exiſting in either Cuba or Hiſpaniola. 

he race of Indians is extirpated they were extir- 
pated from time to time. Would to God therefore 


tk dat you would not join with the language of a court 


in extending her bleflings of freedom to your brethren 
by piece meal; for what is freedom, but a jeſt and 
a farce, if its bleſſings are diſpenſed and received 
as the favour of kindneſs and humanity, inſtead 
of being conſidered as an inheritance and as a right! 
Ma. Tron$so0x.— Much has been ſaid of the inca- 
pacity of thoſe profeſſing the Roman Catholic re- 
| Eibe, for the enjoyinent of freedom, but we ſeem 

to forget tnat the boldeſt features of the Britiſſi con- 
ſtitution were procured by Roman Catholics,” and 
that to a parliament of that perſouafion' we are in- 
debted for a great outline of an Iriſh conftitetion.— 
You talk of referring it to the wiſdom of Parliament; 
to grant them from time to time thei? rights; that 
is to ſay, the Engliſh Secretary (pro tempore) is to 
dermine on that time and that extent which will be 
moſt for the -intereſt of his maſter, (the Engliſh 
Ar.... e en n 
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.. $18, from my own knowledge, I ſay that it has 
been the practice of government, to hold up one 
perſuaſion as a bag-bear to the other, and thereby to 


refuſe rights to either; it is high time the deluſion 


mould terminate, and that the Iriff nation ſhould 
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unite and demand in a e e firm tone, thoſe 


rights Which are their inhericance —An@'T ' aſk, if 
0 united, and thus determined, aubere is rhe 


peubef that date refuſe ben, 


Ir has been faid, Sir, that we Have obtained many 
great points without the ad of the Catholics, and 
why may we not al ſo obtain reform without that aid ? 
IL anſwer, all that we have obtained have been to be- 
nefit the ariſtocracy, not the people. What habe been 
the adyantages of your free Conftitution; as it is 


called? why an advance in the price of boroughs: 


zoocl. inſtead of ro00l:; for a feat ;* but how dogs. 
the point ſtand with reſpect to the people: an en- 
creaſe of taxet to bribe our own countrymen to op- 
preſs ys, which was formerly done by the Engliſh 
Fratit. In every ſtep we took to obtain our trade and 
conſtitution, '-our own ' ariſtocracy and borougli- 
moigers, (being chiefly inrerefted) warmly ſupport- 
ed us; >. is it cheir intereſt to ſupport us in reform? 

-do they hot almoſt to a man warmly oppoſe us? 
how then can one million of Iriſnmen obtain their 


. rights, in opppoſition to Triſh ariſtocracy, —to Eng- 
liſh inftuence to three millions of their own country-. 
men. So far with reſpect to policy and expedieney: 


but When we come to talk of right and juſtice, what 
will we ſay? fhall we pretend equal repreſentation, 
and exclude three-fourths of our fellow ſubjects 7 


I fay in ſuch a caſe we ought not to ſucceed, and I 


further declare, that 1 would now lament it as one of 
the greateſt misfortanes that could have befallen this 


country, had we ſucceeded in our limited and unjuſt 


notions of reform in 1793. ' 
A GEenTLEMan has talked of Switzerland, and 


called it the region of liberty, I will aſk that gentle- 
man, are not Catholics and Proteſtants united in that 


n 


country; and is not this an additional ar 


ſen 
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for the trial by jury; for the inflitution of parlia- 


among men. A Roman Catholic Parliament in 
Henry the Fourth's time (1399) paſſed an act againſt | 


8 (92-1 | 
che Pope's bull, becauſe it was ſubverſive of the 


rights of the people. It was therefore declared, | 


that England was independent of all foreign power, 
particularly of the Court of Rome. Are we not 
then to ſuppoſe," that if ſuch was the conduct of 


Catholics in ſuch ignorant Rages of ſociety, that the 


accumulated light of centuries ſhall have ill 
more encreaſed their liberality and information? 
That no partial application for a referm of Parlia- 
ment can ever ſucceed ; that the only effectual one 
muſt reſult from the anited and determined voice of 


the whole people of Ireland, —no man can deny who 


takes a retroſpect of a few years, and the treatment 


which the Proteſtant prayers of the people for re- 


forms of every kind have experienced, and daily ex- 
erience. It_ was further argued that by the con- 
ceſſion of the elective ſuffrage to the Catholics, in 
the ſame degree as Proteſtants already enjoy it. an 
addition of 2 or 300,000 eleQors to the preſent 


number, would be attended with the happieſt effeQs 


on the freedom of election, by enlarging the baſis 


of it. In anſwer to thoſe who are well inclined to 
— allege that at preſent it 
would be premature, on account of their want of 


I FR 8 8 
their emancipation, 


information and knowledge, it was ſaid that the moſt 
certain means of difpelling that ignorance, and 
_ rooting aut the ſubjection which their prieſts would 
with to keep them in, would be the exerciſe of elec- 


tive franchiſe ; which by giving them an intercourſe 


with their fellow electors, and a communication of 
ſentiment, would. ſoon diſpel the mitt of ignorance, 
make them feel their own dignity, improve their 
underſtandings, and give them a reliſh for the enjoy» 
ment of every civil right. 

Tus hiſtory of elections convinces us that the 40 
ſhilling freeholder is more under the undue influence 
df his landlord, than the menial ſervant is of his maſ- 
ter; that therefore votes ſhould be given to every 
deſcription of people, as the beſt means of render. 


ing bribery, corruption, and undue influence, im- 


pollible or of little avail. 
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Tuer the argument reſpecting the recovery of 
forfeited lands, had litile weight, confidering the diſ- 
tant period when they were 19 of them leſs 
than a century and an half back; ſince which time 
they have paſſed from hand to hand, and many of 
them again become, by purchaſe, the Property of 
oman Catholics. That the Catholics” themſelves 
would perceive ſuch inſuperable obſtacles to the 
ſucceſs of theſe claims, that thoſe deſcendants of the 
Proprietors of forfeited eſtates, who could prove 
their title, would be /o Hao, that the general body 
would never ſuffer them to be gone into; in order 
to prevent confuſion in the ſtate, and the interrupti- 
on of national tranquility, then become ſo much 
their intereſt to maintain. Let it be remembered 
what a ſmall proportion the forfeited eſtates bear to 
the whole Feb et intereſt of Ireland and it will be 
granted, that they do not deſerve all the regard 
which is often paid to them, in conſidering the ſub- 
ject of this day's diſcuſſion. The difficulties in the 
way to a reverſion of the forfeitures, are many and 
great z among others, a pill for that purpoſe would 
1 to be brought into Parliament paſs both 
houſes—and receive the Rvyal aſſent, ' 
4 ON THE OTHER HAND, 3 
Tux friends of the original motion profeſſed as 
warm an attachment to their Roman Catholic fellow- 
ſubjects as the other ſide; and as ardent à wiſh for 
their complete emancipation ; but they thought, 
that this would be beſt effected by degree. 
Tux expunging of the words from time ro time, 
Kc. had been ſupported on this principle, that the 
rights of man are indefeaſible, and that they cannot 
Tightfully be withheld even for a moment. — This 
was admitted, but ftill it was contended, that no 
| Government had ever been conſtituted upon 75 
Pri theory of theſe principles ;—that the French 
legiſlators themſelves had thought it neceflary to re- 
ftrr&t the right of ſuffrage ; and that when a country 
had fallen into the preſent circumſtances of Ireland, 
it myſt extricate itſelf from them by degrees. I ht 
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all ſudden reverſes of fortune are dangerous to the 
virtue or moderation of the wiſeſt individual, and 


ſtill more ſo to that of a multitude - circumſtanced 5 


like the Iriſh Catholics. Wits 8 
Tur the Roman Catholics of this country are 
not, in their preſent ſtate, as well informed or as ca- 
pable of exerciſing government as the Proteſtants. 


Tur the Roman Catholics mutt feel reſentment 


and ill humour in conſequence of ancient injuries, 
recent inſults, and continued oppreſſion. 


THarT theſe will require time to ſubſide, and will 


be beſt removed by a gradual. extenſion of immuni- 
ties and privileges; which at the ſame time would 


have another happy effect, in gradually eradicating - 


prejudices from the minds of Proteſtants, and pre- 


ecelve. 

Tur the Roman Catholics having formerly loſt 
their poſſeſſions, fighting for the liberty of their 

country, againſt a foreign power, muit think that 

they have a right to reſume them when they can, 


and to abrogate any laws paſſed during what they 


confider as an uſurpation, that may ſtand in their 
way. That on the principle of immediate libera- 
tion, and unlimited communication of the rights of 
man, this would be in their power ;—and that a mo- 

"derate exerciſe of abſolute power in ſuch circum- 
 ftances, could not be expected even from the moſt 
enlightened people. Poa eee 
IHA that.the maſs of the Catholics are ſubje to 
the influence of their prieſts in an undue degree 
and that under their dh ler 


enlightened ſuperiors to yield to their deſires; and 
among other alterations, to reſtore their hierarchy 


to its former ſplendour and power, as the eſtabliſhed 


religion of the land. 


Far for theſe reaſons, though they longed for 


an entire abolition of invidious and oppreſſive diſtine- 
: tions , for the general exerci le of every franthize, 


CY 


| ion the lower orders would, 
in caſe of a ſudden revolution, compel their more 


6300 IN 
| they could not vote for the accompliſhment of this 
object, otherwiſe than from time to time—commenc, 
Ing at n eſſential. conceſſions. and 
progreſſively encreaſing, as the circumſtances. of the. 
country and the welfare. of the whole kingdom would. 
„ . ooartt age tif 
Tar thoſe wha inſiſt on the propriety of admit - 
ting every denomination of men to elective ſuffrage, 
an the principle that per/ons not property ſhould be 
repreſented, and that it ſhould go to the admiſſion of 
mevial ſervants, or, according to the Duke of Rich- 
mond's plan, efen to. pgepers themſelves—ſhould re- 
collect, that the moſt enlightened aſſembly the. 
world ever ſaw, the French conſtituting aſſembly, 
with every due attention to the rights of man, made 
property one of the baſes of elective franchiſe. —. 
Unanimity, as far as it could be effected without a 
violation of principle, was ardently recommended. —. 
That as the whole aſſembly appeared to be of one 
mind touching the general principle, it was for the 
intereſt of the Roman Catholic, cauſe that Belfaſt. 
|  Hhould come to ſuch a decifion that day as would 
embrace every liberal man's. ideas in its favour. — _ 
That many of the moſt reſpetable members of the 
town; of thoſe whoſe names were long known as the 
enccuragers of every principle of freedom, civil and 
religious, could not go the whole length of the 
prayer of the petition, were it to declare a wiſn that 
the emancipation ſhould be in/flantaneous and aniver- 
Lal. That the advice of a prudent Catholic divine, 
whatever his dignity in that church, from the Curate 
of Belfaſt, to the Titular Primate af Ireland would 
de let our friends of the North beware of divid- 
ing a town of ſuch conſequence, of ſuch liberality 
as this one. Let them remember that every decla- 
ration in our favour is a point gained; and muſt 
eventually lead to matters of higher conſequence. —.. 
That generous ſentiments unanimouſly declared by 
ſuch à body, will do more to baniſh prejudice. 
pa both-fides, than the moſt forcible reſolution carried 
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apainſt a feſpectable minority. That the repeat 
on a great part of the pen ay was the offspring 
of the divine ſpirit of toleration exemplified” at the 
volunteer aſſembly in Dunganuen; in 1982; that 
had more been then attempted, leſs perhaps hal 
been obtained; that we have ſince that period ex- 
perienced the decay of more religious prejudice than 
any equal portion of the hiſtory of man can find a 
33 That there is a natural progreſs in 
human affairs; à ſlight attention muſt convince 
every man; and that, as one favourable ſtep is che 
parent of another, in gradual meaſures we have the 
eſt chance for ſacceſs,” . 
Hine now gone thro* moſt of the arguments 
which we at preſent can recollect, with ſome trifing 
additions, for the purpoſe of conneQion, we ſha 
conclude by mentioning the iſſue of the day's pro- 
ceedings—and reminding our readers, inhabitants 
of Beltaft, of the falutary advice Whieh fell with fo 
much propriety from a divine of the Proteſtaft 
Difſenting Church Dr. Bruce) * that we were 
met on a glorious principle, the relief of our Catholic ' 


% 


| brethren ; that every allowance ſhould be made for 


the unavoidable ſhades of difference, which in a 
ueſtion of ſuch magnitude muſt occur between the 
moſt enlightened minds ;—that being all of one 
opinion regarding the general ſubject, it was our 
duty to preferve the moſt perfect harmony, let the 
iſſue of the day's buſineſs be what it may; and chat 
any aſperity which the ardour of debate may poflibly 
| Induce; ſhould be forgotten with the moment. 
Tur queſtion for expunging was then put, and 
carried by a very conſiderable majority. 
Tus petition, as amended, and forwarded to Mr. 
O'Neill for preſentation, is annexed. 
A motion was made by Mr, Joy, that the reſolution 
which ſucceeds the petition. ſhould paſs, reſpecting 
the clergy and laity of the Roman Catholic perſua- 
ſion coming forward with a declaration of their 


32 
 velis igigus Eentityents, as * as they are connected with 
aul and Switicel Hern; and it was fully explained 
that the expectation was: that their clergy. and laity 
mould do it as Separate, brdies—which re ſolutio 
baving met with an ©0ApLmOUs e M6; al- 
OI a ee | TE 
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"BrLFAST, 287 U janvany, 1792. 


| AT A vitx-<wmarong and reſpectable meeting of 
the Town of Belfaſt, convened. by public adyertiſe- 
ment, figned by 53 inhabitants, held in the rown- 
houſe, and from | thenee adjourned, for Met of | 
vhm, to the New) Meeting-Houſe fas” © 


THE REV. SINCLARE KELBURN | 
RB | a CHAIR : 5 98 


| A MOT10N was made and ſeconded, that a com- 
; - mittee be now appointed to prepare a Petition to 
Parliament, and that the Prayer of ſaid Petition, be 
as follows : 
That our Roman Catholic brethren have Jong 8565. 
and ftill are, in a degraded ſituation, from nume 
1 rous reſtrictive and penal ſtatutes hanging over 
1 them; and conſcious as we are, that the proſpe- 
= * rity, happineſs, and improvement of this eoun- 
try, muſt eventually depend on an union of inte- 
reſts among all religious denominations of the in- 
habitants—We therefore pray the legiſlature may 
be pleaſed to repeal, (from time to time, and as 
 fpeedily as the circumſtances of the country, and 
"the welfare of the Whole kingdom will permit) 
all penal and reſtrictive ſtatutes at prefent in exiſt- 
ence againſt the Roman Catholics of Ireland; that 
they may be thus reſtored to the rank and conſe- 
quence of citizens. D 
A motion was made and ſeconded, that 7 * Pe- 
tition be amended, by expunging the following 
words“ from time to time, and as peedy as dhe 
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circumſtances of the country, and the welfare of the 
whole kingdom will permit“ which motion, after a 
long debate, paſſed in the afficmacive, by a very 
large majority, 

A notion was made and ſeconded; that the ſaid 
petition, as now amended, do ſtand the petition of 
the inhabitants of Belfaſt to parliament, watch piſſed 

in the affirmative, without a diviſion. 9 


A Morlox was made and ſeconded, that Bs fol- 
lowing be the preamble to ſaid petition : 


N 
To the Right Hon. and Honourable the Rights, 
Citizens, and Burgeſſes, in Parliament aflſembled ; 


Tur humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the Town 
of Belfaſt, by public advertiſement convened ith 
the Town-Houſe— | | 
Watcu paſſed asien. 8 1 5 
A Morton was made and ſeronded, that the ſaid 

petition be copied fair ſigned by the inhabitants, 

and encloſed in a letter from our chairman to the 

Right Hon. John O'Neill, requeſting him, in the 

name of the town, to preſent the ſame to parliament, 

which paſſed unanimouſly; 

A MoT10N was made and ſeconded, that we think 
it the duty, as well as the intereſt; of the clergy and 
laity of the Roman Catholics of Ireland, to follow 
the recent example of fifteen hundred Catholics of 
England, by making a ſolemn declaration of their 
religious principles, as far as they are connected with 
civil and political liberty—which paſſed unanimouſly. 

Resorver unanimouſly, That the proceedings 
the day be publiſhed twice in the Dublin Evening 
Poſt, and in each of the Belfaſt News- papers. 

SINCLARE KELBURN, 

Tas Chairman having left the chair, and James 
Ferguſon, Eſq. having been called to it— 
| ResoLvep unanimouſly, That the warmeſt thanks 
of this meeting arc due to our chairman, for his very 


impartjal and proper conduct in the chair. 
N FERGUSON, 
F 
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5 BELFAST, JANUARY 19, 1792. 
AT numerous and reſpectable meeting of the 


= Catholics of Belfaſt and its diftrit «  _ 


THE REV. HUGH O'DONNELL, P. P. 
| To 19 — IN THE CHAIR: : E 
Tus following Reſolutions were unanimouſly 
agreed to: © in od 14 
_  Res0tiver, That the hitherto peaceable demea- 
nour of the Catholics of Ireland, muſt give the 
legiſlature the moſt b proof of their loy- 
alty to his Majeſty, obedience to laws, and attach- 
ment to the conſtitution of the realm. 
RESOTVED, That the general committee of the 
Catholics of Dublin, deputed as they are by the 
general voice of our body from all parts of the king- 
om, is, and ought to be, the only organ through 
which oar opinions can be declared, and through 
which our ſentiments can or ought to be made 
known ; and we ſolicit that committee of friends 
and patriots in the cauſe of our emancipation, to 
accept our ſincere and warmeſt thanks, for their 
uniform zeal in ſupporting our cauſe, by humble 
applications to the legiſlature in our behalf. 
ESOLVED, That we deteſt and hold in abhor- 
rence any individual, however exalted his rank or 
ſituation, who ſteps forward with inſidious zeal and 
untrue fabrications, to repreſent us as a DiviDeD 
PeoPLE, INDIFFERENT to that degree of emanci- 
pation which the general committee are conſtituti- 
onally, and we. truſt not ineffectually, ſolicitin 
from government ; and well knowing that our leck 
entertain no principles hoſtile to the conſtitution, we 
hold in abhorrence the ſentiments ſet forth in a 
late addreſs, that any circumſtances, or ſituation 
of the empire, ſhould render the repeal of ALL pe- 
nal ſtatutes dangerous or im politic.“ 

RESOLVED, That as ſome doubts may ſtill exiſt, 
from malignant inſinuations having gone forth, that 
our worthy Proteſtant Brethren of Uiſter, (who have 
lately ſo diſtinguiſhed themſelves, by forming the 


| (3) 8 
Bocieties of United Iriſhmen, by their procutiings 
at the late town meeting.“ and by other public acts 
in our favour) are not fincere in their expreſſions, 
as ſet forth in their liberal declarations, we chear- 
fully. ſtand forward to aſſert, that ſuch inſinuations 
are groundleſs and void of truth; and that we with 
great pleaſure contemplate that true ſpirit of chriſ- 
tianity which produces the harmony, brotherly love, 
and affection ſubſiſting among us. | 

ResoLvep, That our warmeſt thanks be given to 
Mr. Patrick Byrne, Mr. Richard Croſs, and Mr. 
James R. Kelly, our three worthy repreſentatives in 
the general committee, | 

RESOLVB D, That theſe our unanimous reſolutions 
be publiſhed in the Dublin Evening Poſt, in the 


Belfaſt News-Letter, and the Northern Star. 


Signed by order of the meeting. 
HU. O'DONNELL, Chairman. 


AT a meeting of the Txrixd Socigry of 


- UnzTed IrisHwen of Belfaſt, on the 23d of Ja- 


nuary, 1792: we, 
| ResoLven unanimouſly, that we adopt the fol- 
lowing as the engagement of our plighted faith to 
ouf country and to each other, to be ſubſcribed by 
every member on his admiſſion, viz. We pledge 


This alludes to a mecting of Freebollers of the coun- 
ty of Antrim, reſident at Belfaſt, reſpęcting -a Knight 


01 the Shire in the room of Lord Langford, on the 18th of 


January, 1792, one of which Reſolutions ran thus: 

That we conſider the proceedings of the freeholders at 
the late county meeting, held at 8 deſerving our 
higheſt approbation, in having eſtabliſhed a proper teſt, to 


be taken by every Candidate for the repreſentation of the 
county—a teſt, in which an adequate repreſentation of the 


Triſh Nation in the Commons“ Houſe, forms the principal fea- 


ture—a repreſentation, which when introduced and eſta- 


bliſhed on liberal principles, including 3 deſcrip- 
tion of Iriſhmen, muſt procure all thoſe beneficial meaſurcy 


ſo properly pointed out in ſaid te ſt. 
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( $0 3) 
ourſelves to our Country, and - mutually to each 
other, that we will ſteadily ſupport, and endeavour, 


by all due means, to carry into effect the following 


Refolutions : en ieee, | 

xt, RESOLVED, ©* That: the weight of Engliſh 
** influence in the government of this country, is 
*© ſo great as to require a cordial union among all 
„the people of Ireland, to maintain that balance 
«© which is eſſential to the preſervation of our liber- 
% ties, and the extenſion of our commerce. 

2d, RESOL VID, That the ſole conſtitutional 
% mode by which this influence can be oppoſed, is 
„ by a compleat and radical reform of the repre- 


e ſentation of the people in Parliament. 


zd, That no reform is practicable, efficacious, 
5 and juſt, which ſhall not include Ia IsEMEN of 
* every zeligious perſuaſion,” nn 

38 MBERD Signed by order, 

ALEX. WATT, Src, 


FA 
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BELFAST, 30TH JANUARY, 1792. 
LEST any miſapprehenſſons ſhould ariſe reſpe&t- 
ing the difference of opinion which took place at the 
late meeting of Proteſtant and Roman Catholic in- 


habitants of this town, held on Saturday laſt : We 
the underſigned, who diſſent, in a certain degree, 


trom the proceedings of that day, think it proper to 


declare, that the only point of difference was—whe- 
ther the entire enfranchiſement of the Roman Ca- 
tholics of Ireland, including surFTRACE AT ELEC- 
TIONS, ſhould be immediate 3 OT progreſive “ from 


time to time, and as ſpeedily as the circumſtances 


of the country, and the general welfare of the whole 
kingdom will permit.“ 7 


[Taz words marked with inverted commas were 
thoſe which were expunged from the prayer of 
the petition. ] icke , e 


* 
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Wm. Briftow, Soyn. Alex. Bailie James Williamſon.. 
of Belfaſt Robert Kingſmill James Mullin 
A. H. Haliday, M. D. Charles Brett George Robinſon 
Wm. Bruce, D. D. Thomas Banks Wm. Irwin 
R. Meade, (Revd.) George Bamber James M Adam 
P. Vance, (Revd.) James Black James Steele | 
John Ewing Arthur Buntin Robt. Montgomery . 
John Holmes In. Holmes, junr. Adam Erown 
Wad. Cunningham Alex. Gordon James Ruſſell 
Thos. Hyde R. Me. Clancy Henry Bleakley 


Barth. Fuller John Milford Wm. Donaldſon 
Henry Joy John Robinſon Robt. M“ Millen 
John Aſhmore avid Thobura John M' Curdy 


Cun. Greg ohn Brown Andrew M Clune 
Narciſſus Batt John Ferguſon David M*Adam 
John H. Houſton Samuel Law - James Park 
Jas. Briſtow (Kat.) Chas. Mackenzie John Laſcelles 
Sam. H. Batt Thomas Cavan Wm. Laſcelles 
Hill Wallace Andrew Macnevin, John Sanders 
Robert Holmes Jas. Montgomery Stephen Stricklaud 

ohn Brown Samuel Ferguſon Joſeph Germain 
avid Dunn John M*Cammon Thomas Auſley 
122 Holmes James Martin John M' Nair 
obert Davis Alex. Moreland John Germain 
Stewart Banks James Wier Thomas. Gray 
_ Robt. Apſley, M. D. Hugh Graham ohn Moor 


— : 2 


John Clarke Robert Hilditch ohn Fraſer 

Thos, Greg Chriſt. Hudſon Francis Warrick 

Wm. Seed - Adams M Maſterx Henry Milholland 

Sam. Brown Simon M*Creary 2 Sloan 

Wm. Burgeſs Robert Hodgſog Robt. Singleton 

Wm. Burden Francis Joy , Thomas Allen 

Val. Jones John Thoburn Wm. Allen 

— Alexander Joſ. Thoburn, ſenr. James Ainſworth 
ohn Cranſton Marcus. Ward Samuel Smith 


George Black 
Alex Orr 
Tohn Brown 
Wm. Stevenſon 
Wm. Irvin 
John Campbell 
Charlcs Ranken 


Joſeph Smith 
Wm. Stewart 
Samuel Smith 


_ George Beck 


Harris Beck 
Joſeph Beck 
Tohn Reid 


Robt. M*Dowell 


Henry Ingram 
Michael Smyth 
Saml, M*Cuteliin 
Wm. Greer 
Alex. Brown 
Clot w. M*Quia 


J. Mattcar, M. D. Richard Murdoch Wm Fletcher 


George Joy 
James Ferguſon 
John Hamilton 
Robert Gordon 
James Cleland 


ames Moore 


Nat. Main 


Thos. M*Cracken Alex. M'Neilly 


Arch. Stewart 
Wm. Walker 
Robert Elliot 


John Boyd 
Wm. Campbell 


Wm. Taylap 
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R. Gordon, jun. 
Richard Bamber 
David Tomb 
John Galt Smith 
3 Mathers 

Robt. Bradſhaw 
Hugh Wilton 
John Macartney 
John Henderſon 
Abel Hadſkis 
325 Gregg 

as T. Kennedy 
Gg. Black, junr. 
Sam. Hyde 
= Smylie 

obt. Stevenſon 
Sam. Robinſon 
Wm. Thomſon 

ohn Getty 

obert Wallace 

Pat Me. Maſter 


Gilbert Webſter 


Thos. Andrews 


Wan. Sced, M. D. 


* 


1 


| Ferd. Fitzſimonds 


James Graham 

Stewart Lowry 
ames Frazer 
of. Molline:ux 
ames Milliken 
obert Brown 

Robert Getty 

George Herdman 


. Wm. M Cune 


ames White 
vid Gilliland 
Richard Lunn 
Thomas Herdman 
Robert Byars 


Robert Trimble 


David Mitchell 
Wm. Anderſoa 
ohn McKee 


— Law 


David Irvin 
James M*Maftey 
Conway Carletog 
John Baker 
George Rippet 
James Baker 


Arch. M Clure 
Thos. Herdmag | | 


Robert Bailie 
Wm. Scott 
Walter M*'Maw 
Wm. Martin 


er Beatty 


aml. Hodgſon 
James Mulligan 
Charles Henry 
David Mollyncaus 
Joha Gilmore 

ames Sufferen 

ames Johnſton 


muecl M Clelland Samuel Mitchell 


Joſep? Thobura 


obt. Henderſon 
Alex. Mood | 


Edward Fattepſon David Bradford 


(Revd.) 
Ezck. D. Boyd 


John Turnkey 
dward Hunt 


Ezek. D. Boyd, jun. G. B. Madden 
J. Hamilton. Rev. 'Thos. Lyle 


Francis Turnly 
Joſeph Stevenſon 
Val. Joyce 
Wm Engand 
Wm. Gow _ 
James Crombee 
Saml. Brown 
Thomas Graham 
Hugh Kyle 


. Stevenſon 
icholas Mercer 
Richard Barnet 
Hugh Tell a 
_ aſton : 
John Lynch | 
Wm. M*Cormick 
Wm. Gayer 
N. Alexander 


Wm. Sayers 


Thomas Fulton 


Stewart B. Craig 
ohn Sutton 
ohn H. Corbett 
ohn Elliott 
ame: Hunter 
for Stevenſon, junr, 
ohn Roſs. | 
Alex. Mc. Ilrath 
2 Me. Millan 
wis H. Macklin, 
(Revd.) 
Wm. Atkinſon 
Michael Campbell 
Orr Reid 
Robert Scott 


N 8 


| ( 59. ) 
BELFAST ROMAN CATHOLIC SOCIETY. 
AT a meeting of the Roman Catholic inhabi. 


tants of the town of Belfaſt and its vicinity, held at 
Mir. Hugh Dowell's, on the 6th of April, 1792, 


0 Ma. James Moonsr, in the Chair 


Tu declaration of the General Committee of the 


Catholics of Ireland being read paragraph by para- 
graph, the following reſolutions were agreed to 
RRESOLVED uhanimouſly, That the declaration is 


ſtrictly conformable with our principles as chriſtians 


and Catholics, agreeable to the tenets of the faith 


we have maintained, and that we will ever adhere 


to them. | 
ResoLveD unanimouſly, That we ſolemnly de- 


clare we have never harboured opinions inimical to 


the civil, religious, or political liberty of mankind ; 
particularly of our fellow-ſubje&ts of a different 
perſuaſion. | | | 
Rz$s0LvED unanimouſly, That ſo far from enter- 
taining the moſt diſtant thought of diſturbing the 
tranquillity of the kingdom, by unſettling the land- 


. ed property thereof, our higheit ambition is to par- 
ticipate in the conſtitution of our country; and we 


do moſt heartily concur in a folemn declaration, that 
we never will join in any attempt to overthrow the 
Proteſtant government of Ireland. 85 
RRSOLVED unanimouſly, That the thanks of this 
meeting be preſented to the General Catholic Com- 
mittee, for their ſteady, manly, and conſtitutional 
proceedings in their late application to the legiſlature ; 
and we entreat they may perſevere until the efforts 
be crowned with ſucceſs, 1 WEED 
R8esoLveD unanimouſly, That the ſincereſt and 
moſt grateful thanks of this meeting be given to the 
virtuous and enlightened members of the legiſlature, 
who ſupported with their unrivalled abilities, the 
petition of three millions of his Majeſty's faithful 
ſubjects, in order to reſtore them to their long loſt 


9 


8 
Fights ; and to obtain for them a participation in 
the ſcale of government, with the minority of their 
fellow ſubjects... * $33 5 | | | 


- 


Resotvev unanimouſly, That the warmeſt thanks 


of this meeting be given to Wilttiam Todd Jones. 
and Theobald Wolfe Tone, Eſqrs. for their la bori- 
ous and unwearied exertions, to reſcue the charac- 


ter of the unhappy Catholics from the aſperſions of 


malevolent and bigoted Partizans; and for their 
uniform tenor of conduct to reſtore the injured 
Catholic to the ſtate that God and nature deſigned 
him for. 1 f an PP 5 


Resolvap unanimoufly, That ** while memory,. 


holds her ſeat,” we ſhall never forget the glorious 


and philanthropic effort our fellow citizens made 
on the 28th of January laſt, in being the firſt Pro- 


teſtani body in the kingdom, who evinced that they 
felt for the fufferings of their Catholic brethren, 
by preſenting a petition in their behalf to the legiſla- 
ture; and they are hereby requeſted to accept of the 
warm effuſions of hearts overflowing with gratitude 
for the ſame... Yo Pe Hens ER l 
.  Rrg8cLvep unanimouſly, That our chairman 

tranſmit a copy of the above reſolutions to Edward 
Byrne, Eſq. chairman of the Catholic Committee, 
Wm. T. Jones, Eſq. and Theob. Wolfe Tone, Eſq. 

REsoTLvrp unanimoufly, That the above reſolu- 
tions be publiſned twice in the Belfaſt newſpapers, 
and National Journal. * 
| ResoLvED unanimouſly, That zoo copies of. 
the declaration of the General Catholic Committee 
of Ireland, with theſe our reſolutions, be printed in 


hand-bills. | 
12 wr 26.7 JAMES MOONEY, 
Mr. Mooney having leit the chair, and Mr. 
Heyland having taken it, 7 | 
RESOLVED, {hat the thanks cf this meeting be 
given to Mr. Mooney, for his praiſe worthy conduct 


in the chair. | | 
CHARLES HEYLAND, 


1 
Tus following is a copy of the letter from Edward 


Byrne, Eſq. Chairman of the General Commit- 


tee of the Roman Catholics of Ireland, to the 
| Revd. 8. Kelburn, as chairman of the meeting 


of the inhabitants of Belfaſt, held 28th January, | 


1793. 


„51 * | — 
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IN compliance with the inſtructions of the General 


Committee of Roman Catholics, I incloſe you a 


copy of the reſolutions which paſſed at our meeting 


on this day. 


I au directed to aſſure you, that we feel a deep 


ſenſe of the obligations we owe to you, and your 


worthy fellow-citizens of Belfaſt, for the marks of 
kindneſs which we have, on former occafions, re- 
ceived from you, and particularly for the petition. 


which you have lately determined to preſent to par- 
liament in. our behalf. | | 


We hope this petition will have its due weight with 
the legiſlature ; at alt events, it will remain a laſt- 


ing monument of your liberality and patriotiſm, — 
Indeed we are convinced that you long regretted, 
tho? you did not feel in your own perſons, the 
weight of the abſurd prejudices which 
and till continue to diſturb, the harmony of ſocial 


life, and to divide the people of Ireland intodiſtin&,. 


and almoſt hoſtile, communities, —We now, how- 
ever, look with confidence for a meliorat on of na- 


tional manners; and we hope your example will 
induce. others to lay aſide their animoſities againſt 


us, and to accept the friendſhip which we are ambi- 


tious to cultivate with our countrymen of every re- 


ligious denomination, 


NoTwiTHSTANDING the calumnies which are 
daily propagated toour diſadvantage, and the inſidious 
arts which bad men employ to keep one part of 
Ireland in a ſtate of ſullen ſeparation from the other, 
we venture to Wr the approach of that 


diſturbed, . 


1 

1 

1 
1 


„% + .- 

auſpicious day, when the people of this coantry, 
moulded into one common 'maſs by the compreſſing 
hand of the ſame protecting ſyſtem, ſhall ceaſe to 
have any other object in view than the public good 
and public happineſs. V 
Auonxc the various deſcriptions of men whom 
Providence has placed in the ſame country, there are 
feztures of moral diſtinction, as well as of moral re. 
ſemblance, and yet the buſineſs of ſociety is carried 
on under all the known varieties of temper, opinion, 
and ability: —in the ſame manner we conceive that 
a difference of ſentiment, with regard to religious 
doctrines and modes of worſhip, would not be 
likely to impair the ſtrength and unity of the ſtate, 
There is one point in which we all agree—the 
civil and political welfare of our country ; and by 
this point do the Roman Catholics wiſh to be con- 
need with their countrymen, in a common bond of 
fellowſhip and conſtitutional right. | 
We feel no political inſufficieny or defect which 
ſhould exclude us, in any reſpe&, from the boſom 
of our country, and we are happy to find that you 
view us in the ſame light. Reſting on this proof of 
your liberality, we truſt, however, that you will 


not charge us with any degeneracy of ſpirit, if, 


willing to gratify the prejudices, which are ſtill to 
be found among many of our countrymen, we ſolicit 
ad miſſion into the conſtitution, on ſuch terms as 
ſhall offer as little violence as poſſible, to the feelings 
of men, who think that every change is an hazar- 
dous experiment, and that every link taken from 
the chain of oppreſſion is likely to produce anarchy 
inſtead of order, public tumult inſtead of public 
ſecurity. l 2 

Tu object of our preſent application is therefore 
a partial admiſſion only to the rights of free ſubjects, 
but if our ſucceſs ſhould go beyond our expectations, 
we ſhall feel a more lively ſenſe ef gratitude to 


* 


thoſe, who with ſuch a ſuperiority to prejudice have 


declared us worthy of total emancipation, 


$ 
7 
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Ir we have ventured to call the attention of our 
country to our ſerious. and manifold grievances, it 
is not to kindle civil diſcord, but to ſtrengthen the 
bonds of civil union, and to give to our Proteſtant 
brethren an opportunity of ennobling their own 
character and that of our common country, by a 
enerous triumph over the jealouſies and antipathies 
which have forced us from our natural rank in, ſo- 
ciety. i | 5 
WHATEVER may be our fate, whether we ſhall 
be received into the Conſtitution, or diſmiſſed from 
its door with diſdain ; we ſhall ever retain a grateful 
remembrance of the patriotic exertions of you an 
your fellow-citizens in our favor, and we earneſtly 
ſolicit a continuance of your friendſhip and patron- 
age, You haye ſet an example of true public 
ſpirit to Ireland, and'to Europe at large—and we 
flatter ourſelves that .you could not have better 
evinced your love of liberty, than by the means 
which you have recommended for its conſervation ; 
a communication of its bleſſings to the Roman Ca- 
tholics of this country. W . 

1 am further directed by the General Committee 
to inform you that, altho* our oath of allegiance 
contains in ſubſtance an explanation of our tenets 
and opinions, yet in-deference-to-your advice, we 
have it under conſideration to follow the example of 
ſeveral Engliſh Roman Catholics, by making a ſo- 
lemn declaration of our religious principles, as far 
as they are connected with civil — religious liber 
ty; which we hope will give ſatisfaction to all, who 
like you, are open to conviction founded on truth 
and reaſon. 3 „ 


have the honor to be, 
with the greateſt reſpect, 
your's ſincerely, 
EDWARD” BYRNE, 


Dublin, 
4h February, 1793, 


Bi JS 

AT a meeting of the General Committee of 
Roman Catholics, held at the King's Arms, in 
Fownes's-ftreet,, on Saturday the 4th - of Febry. 


ary, 1792: k i +13 | NE > | 
EDWARD BYRNE, ES. 
IN. THE CHAIR, 1. 8 55 
Taz following Reſolutions were unanimouſly 


agreed ro: | l 

RESOTVED, That the warmeſt thanks of this 
General Committee be given to the inhabitants of 
Belfaſt, who with a liberality that does the greateſt 
honour to themſelves and to their country, haye 
agreed to preſent a Petition to Parliament for the 
wh het 'of the penal and reſtrictive ſtatutes under 
which the Roman Catholics of this kingdom at pre- 
ſent labour. $4 Gs | 

RESOTVvzn, That the chairman of this meetin 
be requeſted to forward a copy of the above Reſolu- 
tions to the chairman of the PFelfaſt meeting, ac- 
companied with a letter, expreſſive of our gratitude 


to him and his fellow-cigizens, 


EDWARD BYRNE, 
| 8 F- CHAIRMAN, 
— — 


EXECUTION 0F THE LAW, 
BY THE CIVIE POWER. 

. | - 1 5 : +. APRIL 14. 1792. 

ON Thurſday morning laft, a detachment of the 
Belfaſt Firſt Volunteer Company, marched at the 
requeſt of the ſheriff of this county, in order to aid 
him in taking poſſeflion of a houſe and farm, in the 
townland of Derrymore, and barony of Upper- 
Maſſereene, which was forcibly withheld. The 
party marched at fix o'clock in the morning, with 
one of the company's field pieces, (a braſs ſix- 
pounder) and arrived at the ſpot (diſtant 20 mules) 


* 


« 


” _ vx” wm Gn 


— 


w/ 


{f%) 
about two o'clock. —Lpwards of an hour having 
been ſpent in fruitleſs entreaties and remonſtrances, 


to prevail upon the deluded people to give up the 


poſſeſſion peaceably, and every propoſal of repre- 
ſenting their conduct in the molt favourable point 
of view, to the proprietor of the lands, having been 
rejected; at three o'clock the ſheriff ordered the 


corps 10 fire upon the houſe, which was occupied 
by a confiderable body of very deſperate banditti, 


in ſupport of the poſſeſſors. A hot action im- 
mediately commenced, in which the occupiers made 
every exertion, as well by a continued fire from the 
houſe, as by ſallies, and annoying the party from 


the hedges. The aſſailants, however, rapidly ad- 


vanced, and kept up a well - directed fire from the 


artillery and ſmall arms: —about four o'clock, the 


houſe (tho' very ſtrong) having been much ſhat- 


\ tered, the occupiers, who hag retired. in the rear, 


began to make their eſcape in different directions; 
about ten of the moſt timid, who were the firſt in 
flying, got off in a boat over Loughneagh, ſome 
others eſcaped by land, but four of the ring-leaders 
(including two of the people who held the poſſeſſion) 
were apprehended, and delivered over to the Ma- 
giſtrates and Conſtables of the diſtrict, in order to 
be ſent to the county 'gaot. Thus a decided con- 
queſt has been obtained by the corps over the op- 
poſers of the laws of the land, in one of the wildeſt 
and moſt lawleſs diſtricts in this Part of the king- 
dom. Kal 8 x 

IT gives us much pleaſure to announce, that in 


the execution of this important buſineſs, no in- 


dividual was materially hurt.—The detachment 
returned to Liſburn on Thurſday evening, having 
marched upwards of thirty-two miles, and arrived 
here yeſterday morning, without the ſlighteſt injury 
or accident having happened-to any individual. 
Tus parties who held the poſſeſſion forcibly, 
were not the deſcendants of the former occupiers, 
who had been tenants at will, but diſtant relations, 


„ 
who obtruded themſelves upon the premiſſes, and 
who had no claim on the inheritance, either in /azv, 


- 


385 equaty, 'or benewplence, % | 


Tas ſheriff could not, on this occaſion, obtain 
aid from the army, without a certificate of his in- 
capacity to enforce the law with the civil power 
and ſuch a certificate, it was thought, would not 
only be az/zraceful to the CounTY Or AN TAI 
but would tend to the extenſion. of the infamous 
Police Bill, to this quarter of the kingdom. 


TO WADDEL CUNNINGHAMK, ESN. 


erralx or THE 
BELFAST FIRST VOLUNTEER COMPANY, 
. 5 
IAEA ESTH you will accept, and have the good- 
neſs to preſent, my warmeſt thanks to the other 
members of the FIST Courpany, for the very 


kind and honourable ſupport F have experienced 
frem you in the execution of the law ;—I am alto- 


_ - gether unable to ſay how much I feel perſonally the 


obligation, from the fiattering manner of it, or 
how much I admired the ſteady perſeverance of the 
Company through a march of forty miles—and a 
fervice both hazardous and fatigying. I know the 
object of the Company was TO ENFORCE THE 
Law; and rely that this proof of their zeal and re- 
folution, by making it evident that reſiſtance muſt be 
ineffectual, will in future prevent it; and I am per- 
ſuaded that on this occaſion, you have rendered a 
freſh and highly eſſential ſervice to your country. 
4 I remain, Sir, your obliged, 
and moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

7 ALEX. MfNEILI,, | 

Under-ſheriff of the County Antrim, 


, , 


(425 
COUNTY OF ANT#RIM. 


AT a General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace, | 


held at Antrim, in and for the county of Antrim, 
the 19th of April, 1792, the Juſtices then aud 
there aſſembled, did unanimouſly refolve that the 
thanks of the Bench be returned to Waddel Cun- 
ningham, Eſq. and the Firſt Belfaſt Volunteer 
Company, under his command, for their manly aud 
ſpirited exertions in the ſupport of the laws, hav- 
ing marched twenty miles with artillery and ſmall 
arms, to aſſiſt the Sheriff of ſaid county in executing 
a writ of Habere on the lands of Derry more, in che 
upper half barony of Maſſereene, in the poſſeſon 
of Patrick Corr and others, who with an armed 


force, not only oppoſed the ſaid Sheriff in the exe- 


cution of his office, but on the approach of the vo- 
Junteers, commenced a heavy and conſtant fire 
from behind hedges, and alſo from a dwelling. 
houſe on ſaid lands, which laſt they, detended after 
a conſiderable part was battered down and ttili 


finally carried by affault. 


- 


RESsOLVEO unanimoully, That the thanks of 


he Bench be returned to Mr. Alexander M' Neill, 


nder Sheriff of ſaid county for his ſpirited aud 


proper couduct on the above occaſion, 
| By Order of the Court, 
' SAMUEL HERON, _ 
AQing Clerk of the Peace. 


POLISH REVOLUTION. 


Ox the zd May, 1792, being the anniverſary of 
the Revolution of Poland, a numerous and very re- 
ſpectable company of gentlemen, dined together 
at the Donegai-Arms Inn, in this town, in order 10 
commemorate that happy event. — Waddeil Cunning- 
ham, Efq. was appointed. chairman, and amongt 


others, the foliowing roasrs were given :. 
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may laſt. 
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Tus Revolution in Poland, and its Patriot King. 
-The Revolution of France. — The Rights of Man, 
and Mr. Paine.— The Sovereignty of the People.— 
Tbe King of Ireland. — The Prince of Wales. — May 


 Philoiophy enlighten all Nations, and form the 


whole into one vaſt family. The conſtituting and 
Legiſlative Aſſemblies of France.—l he American 
Congreſs, and the illuſtrious Waſhington. —Lord 
Chariemont and the Volunteers of Ireland. —15th 
February, 1782.— The Society for the abolition 
of the Slave Trade. — The Revolution Society of 


London. — The Conquerors of the French Baſtile.— 


The Memory of all good citizens who have fallen 
in the cauſe of Liberty.— The Liberty of the Preſs. 


Mr. Fox, and ſucceſs to his Bill, for rendering 


Truth no longer a libel.— Mr. Grattan, and the 
minority of the Houſe of Commons of Ireland, — 
An equal Repreſentation of the People of Ireland, 
in Parliament.— James Napper Tandy, and a ſpeedy 


check to unconſtitutional and undefined privileges, 


- May the People of Ireland be united, and all 


enjoy equal Liberty.—Magna Charta, and the Ba- a 


rons of Runeymede. — An hearty drubbing to the 
King of Hungary, and all the enemies ot France. 
May we be ſpeedily called upon to celebrate the 
emancipation of all the enſlaved nations of the 
W 1 Be 


\ 


_ 
* 


Marv 18, 1792. 


| THE Belfaſt Second Society of United Iriſhmen, 
at a meeting on Tucſday evening, upanimoufly, re- 


fol ved on centributing their ſhare of money to aſſiſt 


the people of France in the preſent war, undertaken 


in {upport of the new conſtitution of that country 


and that they will continue ſo to do while, the pre- 
fent war, in defence of the liberties of mankind, 


> 
„ a ©». ww teak mat Wal. — — — 
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„ <CMY | 
AT 4 general meeting of the NonTr HA WIIO 
Cuvs, held en the 15th Jane, 1792, (Anniverſary 
of Magna Charta: i Fa 4 


EP 20 | IN THE CHAIR, . | 

Tas following Reſolutions were unanimouſly 
enn d $5 00-58) E THO ˙ roraurt 4 aage 

"Carr we have obſerved with pleaſure, the in- 
troduction and ſucceſs. of à bill in the Houſe of 
Commons of | Great-Britain, declaratory of the 
power of Jur185 in matters of LIBE T. 

Tur it is our ardent wiſh that a bill for the ſame 
purpoſe may be carried. through the two Houſes of 
Legiſlature in Ireland, and become the law of this 
lad. RG ITT AST 
— Trar. we highly admire Mr. Fox, that ſteady 
friend to civil and religious Ilberty, as the original 
mover in the Bririſßh. of Commons of a bill 
ſo long wanted, toſfettie the intent of the law, by 
making its ſpirit and practice agree —as well as 
Zarl Camden, for the ability and confiftency with - 
which he ſapporꝛed it iu. its progreſs thro the Houſe 
of Lords. „ibis 20 104 9 1 2238 
 ApmiIRING 48 wi bo the principles and ſtrue- 
ture of our Conſtitution, we think it incumbent on 
us to expreſs our ardent wiſn, that it may ſoon be 
rendered as perfect de fucto, as it is de jure; of, in 
other words, that the people may ſpeedily come to 
be fairly and 6qually\repreſepted in the Legiſlature 
of both Kingdoms. E DONG” 2113. 

1 CHAIRMAN. 


NATIONAL MUSIC OF IRELAND. 
A RESPECTABLE body of the inhabitants of Bel. 
faſt having publiſhed a plan for reviving the antient 
muſic of this country, anc ; project having met with 


G 


1 

ſuch fupport and dpprobation as muſt inſure fue. 
ceſs to the undertaking, PzRFORMERS ON rm 
IxIsR Hax are requeſted to aſſemble in this tom 
on the ioth day of July next, when a conſiderable 
ſum will be ditlribted in premiums, in proportion 
to their reſpective mef ite. 

Ir being the intention of the commiitee that every 
performer ſhall receive /ome premium, it is hoped 
that no Harper will decline attending on account of 
his having been unſueceſsfal on any former occaſion; 
"or Rokr BRADSHAW, _ 

Belfaſt, Secretary and Treaſurer, 

26th April, 1792. JCÜ»ͤ—ͤX 447 Seng? 


* NATIONAL MUSIC OF IRELAND8 « 
Iv 13, 1792. 

HE number of Harpers chat were preſent in out 
Exchange Rooms on Wedneſday laſt, and who are 
to continue to aſſemble in the fame place for three 
days longer, were ten a ſufficient proof of the de- 
clining ſtate of that ſimple but expreſſive inſtrument, 
and of the propriety of holding out every lure to 
prevent the original muſic of this country from be- 
ing loſt, As a principal motive in this undertaking 
was to revive ſome of the moſt ancient airs, now 
nearly obſolete, their dates and authors perhaps for 
centuries unknown, pains will be taken to reduce 
to notes ſuch of thoſe that have been played on 
this occaſion, as may lead to a general publi- 
cation of the beſt ſets 'of our tunes. No one that 
remembers the exquiſite finger of Dominic, 
will heſitate to*confeſs the capability of the Harp 
of Ireland, and how worthy it is of preſervation, 
By ſuch means alone can our national airs be ſaved 
from oblivion. Wales and Ireland have a national 
muſic, while England has none ; if ſhe had, it would 
not, like that of the two firft countries, be only in 
the hands of a few itinerant minſtrels, x ER 


7 31 ) | 


Ta: N is the eg in * the Harpen 
ws played 
ble ENNIS "Ou PSEY, lind) 3 the coun of 
„ ” 0 x, (id) fo Gre: ah 
ry Auruvs ky ang, from the county of 
ed Tyrone, aged 55. 
of CHanLEs FanxinG, from the uy of Cavan, 
a aged 56. 
15 Dont Brack, | (blind) Fon the county of 
Derry, aged 75. 
cue. Branz, from the county of Leitrim, 
aged 89. x 
Hucn Hrqorns, (blind) from the county of Mayo, 
| aged 55. 
ut ParrICE Quix, (blind) from the county of Ar- 
re 5 magh 7 aged 70. A 
J | Warian Cann, — the county of Armagh, 
| 15. 
t 
Ross Moon b — fro * coun of 
, 4 Meath. fo T 
1 Dugan, from the county of Down, 
, aged 45+ | 


The Triſh Harpers were ſacceeded by a 8 
, whoſe execution was-yery great. The contraſt 
- 065000 the plaintive tones of the Iriſh inſtrument, 
t and the 2h martial ones of the Welſh, had a 
leaſing effect; and marked a difference of charac- 

: Wee che "re nations, 1 
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14TH JULTmr1792- 
BELFAST REVIEW=—AND CELEBRATION 
' 0 F. THE | 
FRENCH REPOEUTION. 
N Friday evening, the ſeveral country corps 
marched into town, and were billeted on the inha- 


— 


bitants ; who were h py in renewing expreſſions of 
e 


affection for their neighbours and friends in the 
fourteenth year ſince the commencement of reviews, 
and in the fixtrenth of the volunteer æra. Aſſem- 
blies of ſmaller bodies than formerly, having been 
deemed beſt calculated to, preſerve at preſent the 
military ſpirit among the citizen- ſoldiery of Ireland, 
another review is to be held on Broughſhane Moor 


on the firſt of Auguſt. I he number of corps which 


would otherwiſe have attended at Belfaſt having been 
thus conſiderably reduced, it was nat thought pro- 


per to call on the venerable General of the volunteer 


army of Ulſter, the Earl of Charlemont, to attend 
on this } occaſion; but the Revewing General, 
who acted in his room, was requeſted by the com- 
mittee to make a regular return to his Lordſhip of 
their numbers, ate of diſcipline, &c. The gen- 
tleman naten in his place was CoLonEL Shak- 
MAN, of Moira Caſtle, who preſided with ſuch 


dignity laſt year in the civil aſſembly of the inha - 


bitants of Belfaſt and its neighbourhood, at the ce- 
lebration of the French Re. An unexpected 
üllneſs having prevented that juſtly admired charac- 
ter from filling an office for which he was ſo emi- 
nently qualified, Majox CrawrorD, of Craw- 
ford's-burn, was unanimouſly nominated to act as 
Reviewing General; in teſtimony of the reſpe& duc 
to decided virtue in public and private life. 


1800 
On Saturday morning a brigade was formed in 
High ſtreet, extending from the Bank to the Quay; 
and the whole were marched off to the old review- 
ground in the Falls, at about eleven o'clock, by 


the Exerciſing Officer, Major M MAN US. 
On their return to town, at three o'clock, there 
was 2 Grand Proceſſion, the order of which is 


mentioned underneath, and feu de joyes were fired in 
Linen-hall- fireet by the whole body, in honour of 
that day, which preſented the -tublime ſpecta- 
cle of near one /ixih of the whole inhabitants of 
Furepe burſting their chains, and throwing off; al- 


moſt in an inſtant, the * yoke of ſlavery. 


orbrn OF THE MILITARY AND CIVIL 
65-6 PROCESSION, 
' ; ne eas 
MAJOR CRAWFORD, GENERAL AND PRESIDENT 
FOR THE DAY. | 
Belfaſt Troop of Light Dragoons, Captain Thomas 
ü on — 17. 
Major McManus, Exercifing- Offcer, 
and his Aides de Camps. 


Artillery of the gelfaſt Firſt Com pany 6 
number included in that of their 
corps under mentioned.) 


The Colours of river Pres NaTIONS—viz. 
Flag of IRE, axnd—motto, Unite and be free. 
Flag of Auerica—motto, The Afylum of Liberty. 


Flag of France—motto, The Nation, the Law, 
\ | aud the King. 


Flag of Por anv—motto, We will ſupport it. 
Tag of Grzar BRITAIx— motto, Wiſdom, Spirit, 
and. Liberality to tbe People. 


A FAG was prepared for the Dutch, (but no one 
could be found to bear it) wha ere to be repreſented 


Flevated on a triumphal car, drawn by four horſes, 


(.54 ) 
by a piece of common woollen ſtuff, half hoiſted on 1 
Pole, and to be hooted by the populace ; on account 
of the States having joined the wicked conſpiracy of 
tyrants againſt the LinBerTIps of wan; 


| 8 Morro, i | x 
** Rleaw'ns ! bow unlike their Belgian Sires of Old!" 


Portrait of Dn. FraxxL1N—motto, 0 Where 
Liberty is, THERE #s my Country.” 


Belfaſt Firſt Company, Captain Cunningham, 104 


Muckamore Fuzileers, Captain Swan, 42 
Larne, Captain Lieutenant Farrel 40” 
Randalſtown, Captain Dickey, | b0 
Moira, Captain Bateman, = *' 75 
Dremore Firſt Company, Captain Vaughan, 42 
Villa Independents, Captain Hamilton, 30 
Ballynahinch, Captain Armſtrong, _ 194 


- Total number of Firſt Brigade 532 


Artillery of Belfaſt Blues (numbers included in 
* thoſe of their corps in Second Brigade.) 


THE GREAT STANDARD, 


with two Volunteers as ſapporters, —_— on 
one {ide of the canvas à repreſentation of 
THE ,RELEASEMENT OF THE PRISONFRS -FROM - 
FEI BASTILE. 
Motto—** Sacred to Liberty.“ 
he reverſe contained a figure of Hibernia, one 
hand and foot in ſhackles; a Volunteer preſenting 
to her a figure of Liberty. Motto, 
Fer a People to be rrEE, it is ſufficient that they 
? WILL IT, e Woes : 


r 8: be Repthert>, 


Y * EC 


( 5s 3) 


Belfaſt Blues, Captain Wm. Brown, 92 
Downpatrick, Captain Hawthorne, 34 
Dromore Light Infantry, Captain Bodle, 34 


Carrickfergus, Captain. Craig, | 30 
Broughſhane, Captain Duffin, - 62 
Total number of Second Brigade, 258 


[TOTAL NUMBER OF BOTH BRIGADES, 790.) 
Portrait of Monſ. MiRxABEAU - Motto, Can the 
Africas Slave Trade, tho MORALLY wrong, be 
POLITICALLY right f"' 2 
A conſiderable number of inhabitants (t 80) from 
Carmoney and Templepatrick, formed part of the 


. agu falling in at the rere of the volunteer body. 


hey bore a green flag, with che following 
MoTTo8.—** Our Gallic, brother was born July 
ivr 16:4 EE... -. 
Alas! wwe are till in embryo.” “. 
REVERSE.“ Superſtitious jealouſy, the cauſe of the 
 -driſþ Baſtile; let us unite and deſtroy it 1”? 
Tus whole moved forward in the order related, 


thro” the principal ſheets of the town, accompanied 
by ſuch an immenſe multitude as never before ap- 


peared in this place. After the three u de joyes, 
the body of volunteers and citizens entered the great 


ſquare, within the Linen-hall, and having formed 


a circle, (elevated in the centre of which fat the 


Prefident, Major Crawford,)— 


BY 5 7 
Mx. William SINCLAIREK moved an AppREss 


To THE NaTIONal ASSEMBLY OF FRANCE, in- 


ſerted afterwards. After ſome deliberation, but 
without the ſlighteſt appearance of oppoſition, it 
was carried without a ſihgle diſſentient voice; and 
with ſuch energetic burits of applauſe as declared 
that its principles had the ſanction of every under- 
ſanding, in an aſſembly of about 1500, [accord- 


ing to the Belfaſt News-Letter, or 5,000 according 


„5 f 
to the Star, ] that thus beheld the umb of bi. 
man nature in the freedom of France. Ii may with 
go: confidence be aſſerted, that in no ſpot in 

urope has the FRN REvoLvTIioN been cele. 
brated with more ſplendour, ſeriouſneſs, and feeling, 
than in the town of Belfaſt, if we except the very 
country where that aſtoniſhing event took place. 

Tre particular b»/ine/s of the day being thus hap- 
pily diſpoſed of, the former mover propoſe d an ad- 
dreſs to the PzoPLE of IrReLAaND {inſerted un- 
derneath], —A long debate took place, which did 
not terminate 'till ſeven o'clock in the evening; 
turning upon a motion by Mr. Joy, for expunging 
the following paragraph which ſtands part of the 
addreſs, and inſerting another in its room. 

Ws ſhall underneath recite both of them, in or. 
der that. the tranſactions of the meeting may be 
known in all its parts to thoſe who were not audi 


tors. 15 . 8 * 24 4 | 
| | Paragraph 0 : the Ex ve EMENT of evbich Was 
ned 1 3 moved For. 4" 2 4157 — 3232 7 cf 


* Bur while we thus ſtate our ſentiments on the 
fſubject of reſorm, we feel it incumbent upon 
„ vs to declare, as we now do, that no reform, 
were even ſuch attainable, would anſwer our 
ideas, of utility or juſtice, . which _ ſhould not 
«© equally. include all ſects and denominations of 
« Jriſhmen. We reprobate and abhor the idea, 
that political inequality. ſhould reſult from reſi- 
„ gious opinions; and we ſhould be aſhamed, at 
the moment when we are ſeeking for liberty or- 
« felves, to acquieſce in any ſyſtem founded on 
1If !!f“Divßvßßßßß -, 


[ Paragraph propoſed in place of rhe ferner. ] ö 


© In ſeeking redreſs of our own grievances, we 


„ ſhould be unworthy. of the blefling of a free Son- 
„e ſtitution, did we (under the influence either of 
religious or political prejudice) deſtre to deprive 
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te any body of men of their due weight in the 


government of their country, On this princi- 
„ pie we have uniformly rejoiced in the GraDuar 
© emancipation of our Roman Catholic brethren ; - 


% and we ardently look forward to that day when 


© their ENTIRE ENFRANCHISEMENT ſhall be a mea- 
t© ſure not only of SAFETY, but of ExPepitncy ; 
« when Proteſtants ſhall be ready to grant, and 
« Catholics to receive. Whatever ſhall tend to ac- 
« celerate that event will have our moſt ſtrenuous 
„ ſupport, as we ſhall, zealouſly co-operate with 
the reſt of the inhabitants of Ireland, in the 
*« attainment of an object ſo devoutly to be 
3 95 FE | 


Ma. Joy, after : mentioning. that the idea of a 
radual- emancipation of the Roman Catholics of 
et had had for many years his beſt wiſhes, 
took the liberty. to allege that it were not adviſeable 
for the ag to declare to the world, that zo 
RerorM mawuld anſwer their ideas of juſtice and 
uti ity which ſhould not EQUALLY include all ſes 
and denominations of Triſpmen.,” That on a ſubje& 
involving ſo _ momentous an experiment, their 
language. though firm, ſhould be moderate and pre- 
ciſe; ſuch as to foſter the growing ſentiment of li- 
berality among our Proteſtant brethren, who are 
yet unprepared to g9 hand and hand with the inha- 
bitants of this place in an inſtantaneous and un- 
limited change. That neither the Proteſtant mind 
was ſufficiently prepared to grant, nor the Catholic 
one univer/ally prepared to receive, a plenary and 
immediate exerciſe of every right which members of 
a ſtate can poſſibly poſſeſs. That, therefore, hold- 
ing it forth on ſuch an extended ſcale, might rather 


widen than cloſe the unhappy chaſm which had long 


feparated the two bodies; and chat an union among 
Proteſtants on this ſubject, would be highly deſirable, 
as an eſſential means of ſerving the very cauſe in 


queltioa, 


I 


- : 


J mr ge, 3 OW | i 
Is defence of the paper, as it orginally flood, 
and was carried, it was ſaid, that its expreſſions were 
ſo guarded that 2% point of time for their liberation 
was even hinted at. To this it was replied by Mr. 
Joy, that the paſſage for that very reaſon was ob- 
jectionable and carried its own condemnation ; as a 
ſolemn addreſs from ſuch a public body as was then 
aſſembled, ſhould be clear and explicit ; whereas 
this part of it was ambiguous and equivocal; That 
it ſhould ingenuouſly declare either a wiſh to be- 
| Hold an immediate and complete enfranchiſement, or 
one gradual and progrefſive ; as that ſtyle of writing 
which the dignity of ſo great a popular meeting 
demanded. 1 5 | 

M. S. Nurtso0N expreſſed his aftoniſhment at 
hearing that, or any part of the addreſs, called a 
Catholic queſtion ! to his underſtanding it no more 
preſented a Roman Catholic queſtion than a Church 
queſtion, a Preſbyterian, a Quaker, an Anyabap- 
aſt, or a Mountain queſtion ; the true queſtion, if 
any, was, whether IxrsnMEN SHOULD BE FREE, 
Rev. Mx. KeLBvukn refe to oppoſe the amendment, 
upon the grounds of right, reaſon, and juſtice, and 
illuſtrated his reaſoning by a compariſon to the caſe 
of one man's having got poſſeſſion of the purſe of 
another, the detention of which, he was willing to 
allow, was unjuſt, but would tell him, Friend, 
I have kept this purſe ſo long from you, that it is 
impoſſible you ſhould not be out of humour; there- 
fore I cannot anſwer for the uſe you might make of 
it : I muſt wait till I am ſure you are pleaſed and 
ſatisfied, and the way 1 ſhall take to quiet you is 
this; firſt, I ſhall conſider your caſe, and perhaps 
I ſhall give you the promiſe of a guinea out of your 
purſe next week, if not ſooner, and, if you pleaſe 
me, I ſhall perhaps give you more ſome other time, 
may-be all ; and if you ſhould be dead, I can, you 
know, as well give it to your children. You cannot 
now, from the nature of things, be in any capacity 
to receive it, therefore, for the preſent, be thankful 


\ 
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for what you get, and the man wha adyiſes you to 


the h is a ſeditious, bad man.” He con- 
cluded by obſerving, that he had liſtened with won- 
der and amazement to all that had been faid about 
giving and . he wiſhed that men, before 
they indulged in all the munificent oſtentation of 
beſtowing 10 liberally, would reflect a moment upon 


what they had to give, that their generoſity might EO 
e! 


de meaſured by their means. Poor ſimple peop 
what have you to give ?—If I have ſammed it right, 
the whole inventory of your poſſeſſions amounts to 


no more than this your rottey conſtitution, your 


boroughs, your exciſe, your penſion-liſt, your taxes, 
and your tythes ; thele are your inheritance. Truly 
it is time to quit this foolery about giving, and join 


hands and voices with your brethren, to recover the. - 


birth-right which you both have loſt. 

Mx. ThomesoN then roſe—He obſerved that the 
aeſtion of right had been eſtabliſhed by ſuch irre- 

fragable arguments, (alluding to thoſe of Mr. Kel- 

burn) that he ſhould conſider it as admitted, and 


125 confine himſelf to that of expediency, which ſeemed 


the only ground of oppoſition now exiſting ; and he 
would weigh expediency againſt expediency. It 
was not only expedient, but abſolutely neceſſary, 
that every Iriſhman who wiſhed for reform and for 
freedom, ſhould cloſely unite, and ceaſe to be di- 


vided by names, which only rendered them con- 


temptible to their „ e When 70,000 men 
were up in arms, and demanded a reform, and of- 


ten tried to obtain it, they as often tried in vain ;— 


why? becauſe there was no union amongſt Iriſhmen. 
When any propoſition. was brought forward in par- 


lament, favourable to the general liberty, it was 
the ſubje& of ridicule and contempt to both parties 


—the parliament treated it with deriſion, becauſe jt 
wanted the energy, that unanimity alone could give 
it, and the Roman Catholics themſelves laughed at 
an attempt ſo impotent and abortive, Th 


Tux Rev. T. Bixcg, of Saintfield, ſaid, he 
was very much aſteniſhed to hear ſuch talk of libe- 
rality and conceſſions, whilſt we were criminally 
unjuſt, as well as e in withholding their 

li 


rights from our Catholic brethren. He would ra- 
ther, he ſaid, tranſport himſelf to Botany Bay, 
than live in a country which continued to keep 
itſelf in abject flayery, by its internal divifions. 


Couns8LLOR STEWART, in ſupport of the 
amendment, argued, that it was unfair that an 
addreſs ſhould go abroad as the voice of the people, 
when ſuch numbers were ſtrongly averſe to a great 
part of it. Certainly, he ſaid, there were many 
who might, after a little time, and by gentle de- 
grees, be perſuaded to yield up their prejudices, 
and many who wiſhed well to the cauſe, as he 
himſelf did, who had their fears, and their ha- 
bits of aſſociating danger, with the idea of imme- 

diate emancipation. To diſguſt this portion of 
the citizens, by any precipitate reſolutions, could 
not fail to be dangerous it would only be to make 
enemies of thoſe who were in the way to become 
friends, and, by creating unneceſſary diviſions, ruin 
the general cauſe. It would be much wiſer, by 
tempering our meaſures to the actual ſtate of affairs, 
and the general mind, to epdeavour to bring with us 
all deſcriptions of men, By ſo doing, the cauſe 
would be all- powerful; at preſent thefe was bigotry 
on both ſides. There were 98 Catholics as well 
as bigoted Proteſtants—t1]l this bigotry could be 
overcome, it would be in vain to look for union— — 
Mr. Stewart, however, concluded his ſpeech, which 
was of conſiderable length, with expreſſing his ſen, - 
timents ſtrongly in favour of liberality, and his ab- 
horrence of any thing like oppreſſion or unneceſſary 
reſtriction. ear e ae NS 
Mx. Gsrrr roſe to order, and added a few 
words in anſwer to what had been argued, reſpecting 
the ſtate of the public mind, No later, he obſerved, 


N „ 
than the ſeſſion before laſt, no man was found bold 
enough to bring forward any propoſition in parlia- 
ment, favourable to the Catholics—how great a 
change has there happened between that period and 
the preſent day —ſee alſo how much the inhabitants 

of this town and its neighboprhood have changed 
their minds, At laſt year's commemoration, even 
the amendment propoſed by Mr. Joy, and the learn- 
ed gentleman's arguments, in "(rn of that 
amendment, would have been meaſures in favour 
of univerſal liberty, too ſtrong to have been attempt» 
ed with any proſpect of ſucceſs. From which ſhort 
review of the diſpoſitions of parliament and people, 
it was a neceffary inference, that the public mind 
would rapidly fall in with the ſenſe of this Aſſembly, 
that all fears on that head were groundleſs, and that 
we were warranted in-venturing to declare our ſenti- 
ments boldly, and truſting for proſelytes io the juſ- 
tice of the cauſe. _ F | 

CounstELLog Sawuyson begged the indulgence o 
being heard, while he endeavoured ſhortly to expreſs 
his approbation of the addreſs, as moved by Mr. Sin- 
clair, and his reaſons for approving it. He found 
himſelf in that aſſembly almoſt accidentally, and 
as to the queſtion before it, he ſtood unconnected 
with any party, or with any perſon; nor had ever 
heard or ſeen the addreſs, till that moment. He had 
been led, from the rumour of the day, to expect 
ſomething rather intemperate, but was pleaſed to 
find in the addreſs to the people of Ireland, no more 
than he, as a man, tolerably free from prejudices 
upon ſuch ſubjects, could willingly and warmly aſſent 
to. That no reform could anſwer the purpoſes of 
utility or juſtice, but ſuch as included all [riſhmen 
willing to be free, and that we ſhould bluſh to ac- 
cept of any ſyſtem founded on the ſlavery of others, 
was a liberal and general ſentiment of generoſity 
and benevolence which he would be aſhamed to diſ- 
ſent from. But there was another point ſtarted by 
tae amendment, and ſupported by ſome argument, 


8 


662) 
| wpon which he was not ſo yell prepared to give e 
his vote or his opinion, Which was the neceſſity of 


ither 


gradual emancipation to our brother Catholics. He 
was as far from embracing that ſentiment, as he 
was from oppoſing it, but he would heſitate abou 
giving his voice, which, howeyer. humble, hats 
go forth as one individual in that aggregate, which 
it was plain, would be the majority of the aſſembly, 
| If he conceived himſelf thereby involved in a queſ- 
tion, which, important and intereſting as it was, 
be had not ſufficiently confidered. He hoped if he 
mould ever be preſent where that queſtion was the 
real point of dil-afon, to be better able to give his 
tentiments ; and if by fair argument and reaſon, 
ſame difficulties which appeared to him at preſent, 
could be diſpelled, he would be as warm to ſupport 
that point, as he was now to ſupport the addreſs. — 
Meantime, for want of having ſufficiently thought on 
the ſubjeR, and of the habit of ſpeaking publicly 
he deſpaired of making any impreſſion, and would 
content himfelf with voting againſt the amendment, 
| becauſe he could not ſee in the addreſs, any ne- 
ceſaty for amendment, and becauſe it provoked a 
. diſcufion, which he did not think very properly in- 
troduced, either as to time or place, and which the 
addrefs as it ſtands, was more wiſely and temperately 
calculated to avoid, Fug FF 
Docrox CAL DW EIL, of Magherafelt, delivered 
his ſentiments in fo low a tone of voice, that we 
con ld not diſtinctly hear him he ſeemed principally 
to dwell on the abſurdity of celebrating the em- 
ancipation of twenty-five millions of Frenclimen, 
(rwenty-two millions of whom, are Catholics), 
and yet heſitate to aid in the emancipation of three 
millions of our fellow- ſubjects, of the ſame perſua- 
fion.—Thoſe who were within hearing of the 
Doctor, ſpeak in warm terms of the manly good 
ſenſe dilplayed in his ſpeech. 
'  Rzvo. Da. Dicksox, of Portaferry, addreſſed 
the aſſembly in a ſpeech replete with ſuch ſtrong 


( 
ſenſe and keen irony, as renders us unable to give 
our readers an adequate conception of it. —He was 
. happy to find, by the confeſſion of gentlemen them - 
ſelves, that there was no difference of opinion, as to 
the point of juſtice—the queſtion reſted in expe- 
diency. Gentlemen had abruptly hauled in the 
word Catholic, where no ſuch people had been 
talked of, and ſpoke of ſomething which they called 
radual emancipation ; the words ſounded like ſome- 
A what was their meaning—no man had 
pointed out how, when, or where this ladder was 
to be formed, by which three millions of men were 
to mount to liberty —what was the firſt ſtep ? how 
many were there ? what was the interval between 
them? — He would ſuppoſe this ladder to be the 
penal code, which was to be gradually aboliſhed 
ſtatute by ſtatute, ſection by ſection, ſentence by 
ſentence, or, rather to meet the gradual progreſſion 
of gentlemen's ideas, he would ſuppoſe, letter by 
letter. But when was the emancipation to com- 
mence ? was it to begin to-morrow, next month, next 
year, next century, or happily in the next world? 
Gentlemen had alfo talked of the incapacity of the 
Catholics to receive liberty, from their ignorance 
if they were ignorant, it muſt be owing to the wild 
ſyſtem of our laws; but he denied the fact. There 
was no ſuch ignorance or, incapacity in them ; 
wherever the law allowed them to exerciſe their 
functions, they did it very much in the ordinary way ; 
they make and wear their own cloaths as we do, 
they underſtand and practice the cultivation of the 
land as well as we do, they excel in all the com- 
mon arts as well as we do, and do we not free them 
quit the humble paths of life to prove themſelves 
an ingenious and commercial pegple, as well as 
bending their minds to the ſtudy of philoſophy, 
the aſcfal branches of literature, and the ſine arts, 
as ſucceſsfully as we do? If we look back to the 
publications of the laſt twelve months, produced by 
members of that body, Proteſtants may find ample 
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ET, 


| reaſon to bluſh on a compariſon, —In what reſpect 
then have they indicated that want of capacity which 


we have been ſo liberally propoſing to impart to 


them, before they can become fit for the enjoyment 
of freedom ?—and what is meant by the word gra- 


dual ?—are they to aſcend in a determinate or in- 
determinate length of time to this degree of capa- 
City ? 1s it to come to paſs in this generation, or is 


it to be poſtponed till a future one, till by inter- 


marrying with the wiſe and capable Proteſtants, and 
particularly with us Preſbyterians, they may mend 


the breed, and produce a race of beings who will 


inherit a capacity from us? Bat fince they are at 
preſent ſo deficient, why do not ſome of the gentle. 
ment who are now exerciſing their brilliant talents 


in oppoſing their emancipation, proceed to illumi- 


nate their minds, and out of the overflowing ſuper- 
abundance of their knowledge and ability, part with 
a little modicum to enlighten the darkneſs, and fill 


up the mental deficiency of the Catholics of Ireland? 


Let it ftill, however, be remembered, that we can 
do no more in this aſſembly than expreſs oar own 


ſentiments— we do not dictate to any other people, 


nor is it in the power of this afſembly, to ſay that 


the Catholics ever ſhall be free —ſtill leſs, when they 


ſhall be ſo; but this good effect will reſult from 


our reſolutions, that going abroad into the country, 


they will ſtir up the ſpirit of inquiry; for men who 
now differ widely from us, will be led by curioſity 
to enquire, by what reaſons and upon what principles 
the inhabitants of Belfaſt and its vicinity, who are 
known to be men of ſenſe and independence, who 
cultivate their underſtandings and hold a conſider- 
able intercourſe with mankind, have taken up their 
mode of thinking? And they, in their turn, will be 
gradually emancipated from the ſlavery of prejudice, 
and bigotry, and their reaſon and their conſciences 
having fair play, they may become as enlighiened 
as they ſeem to think it neceſſary their brethren 
ſhould be. . | £ 


„ 
" Tan iſlue of the debate was, that the motion for 
expunging was loft by a great majority, the diſſen- 
tients being confined to a very ſmall number; and 


that the addreſs, as originally propoſed, became 


the act of the aſſembled body. 


The evening cloſed with an entertainment; at the 


Donegall-Arms, where 104 perſons ſat down at din- 
ner, when the General, who was alſo Preſident of 
the day, announced the toaſts prepared by a com- 
mittee ; of which the following is a copy, 


THE FOURTEENTH OF YULY, 1189, 
Tae King of Ireland. The Conſlitution of 


France; may it be permanent, —The Conſtituting 


Aſſembly of France. — The National Aſſembly of 
ance ; may wiſdom, ſpirit and deciſion direct its 
counſels. —The French army; may an ardent love 


of their country be held paramount to every other 


duty-in the character of a ſoldier, — Confuſion to the 
enemies of French Liberty. —May the Glorious Re- 
volution of France teach the Governments of the 


earth wiſdom. —May the example of one Revolution. 


prevent the neceſſity of others. Laſting freedom and 
proſperity to the United States of America.—The 

cople of Poland, and ſucceſs to their arms —The 
Rights of Man ; may all nations have wiſdom to 
underitand, and ſpirit to aſſert them. — The Union 
of Iriſhmen, without which we can never be free. 
The Sovereignty of the People, acting by a juſt and 


equal Repreſentation.—The Liberty of the Preſs. 


— The Volunteers of Ireland, and their revered Gene- 
ral, Earl of Chariemont.—The Conſtitutional So- 
cieties of Great Britain and Ireland. — The Society 
for the abolition of the Slave Trade. Preſident 
Waſhington. —Staniſlaus Auguſtus, may his example 
be imitated. —Vir Paine ; may perverted eloquence 
ever find fo able an oppoſer. - Mr. Fox and the right; 
of Juries, in ſubſtance as well as form. M. Grat- 
tan, and the minority of the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, 
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he literary characters, who have vindicated che 


Rights of Man, and may genius ever be employed 
in W all Governments be tboſe of the 
Laws, and all Laws thoſe of the People. — May the 
free nations of the world vie with each other in pro- 


moting liberty, peace, virtue, and happineſs among 
men.—TFhe encreaſed, encreaſing, and ſacred flame 


of Liberty.—Ireland. — The cauſe of freedom. The 
memory of John Locke.—The memory of William 
Molyneaux.— The memory of Dr. Franklin. —The 
memory of Mirabeau.— The memory of Dr. Price. 


Ehe memory of Mr. Howard. 


cor OF THE ADDRESS. 
70 THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OZ FRANCE; | 


? r is not from |; vanity or oſtentation, that we, the 


eitizens of Belfaſt, and citizen - ſoldiers of that town 


and neighbourhood, take the liberty of addrefli:g the 
repreſentative majeſty of tbe French people — We 


addreſs you, with the rational reſpeQ due to a title 


elevated far above all fervile and idolatrous adula- 
tion, and with that affectionate fraternity of heart 
which ought to unite man to man, in a mutual and 
inſeparable union of ,intereſts, of duties, and of 
rights; which ought to unite nation with nation, 
into one great republic of the world. "4492 
On a day, ſanctified as this has been, by a decla- 
ration of haman rights, the germ of ſo much good 
to mankind, we meet with joy together, and wiſh 
well to France, to her National Aﬀembly, to her 
people, to her armies and to her King. | 
Mar you, legiſlators, maintain by the indefa. 
tigable ſpirit of liberty, that eonftitation- which has 


been planned by the wiſdom of your predeceſſors, 


and never may you weary in the work you have un- 
dertaken, until you can proclaim with triumphant 


| ſecurity, it is finiſhed! Vianifeſt to an attentive and 


progreſſive world, that it is not the phrenzy of 


, 5 

hilaſophy, nor the fever of wild and precarious 
Pberty⸗ which could produce ſuch continued agi- 
tation; but that imperiſhable ſpirit of freedom alone, 
which always exiſts in the heart of man, which now 
animates the heart of Europe, and which in the 
event, will communicate its energy throughout the 
world, invincible and immortal! 3 n 

Ws rejoice in the ſincerity of our ſouls, that:thiz 
creative ſpirit animates the whole maſs of mind i 
France. We auſpicate happineſs and glory to the 
human race, from every great event which calls 
into activity the whole vigour of the whole com- 
munity ; ampliſies ſo largely the field of enterprize 
and improvement, and gives free ſcope to the uni- 
verſal ſoul of the empire. We truft that you will 
never ſubmit the liberties of France to any other 
guarantees, than God, and the right hands of the 


Pope i ; 3 | 
| u power that preſumes to modify or to arbi- 
trate with reſpe& to a conſtitution adopted by the 
people, is an uſurper and a deſpot, whether it be the 
meaneſt of the mob, or the ruler of empires; and 
if you condeſcend to negociate the alteration of a 
comma in your conftitutional code, France from 
that moment, is a ſlave. Impudent deſpots of 
Europe! Is it not enough to cruſh human nature 
beneath your feet at home, that you thus come 
abroad to diſturb the domeſtic fettlement of the na- 
tions around you, and put in motion your armies, 
thoſe enormous maſfes of haman machinery, to beat 
down every attempt that man makes for his own 
happineſs ?—lr is high time to turn theſe dreadful 
engines againſt their inventors, and organized ag 
they have hitherto been, for the miſery of man- 
kind, to make them now the inſtruments of irs glory 
and its renovation. 1 
Sucezss, therefore, attend the ARMIZSs of 
France! 5 
Max your ſoldiers, with whom war is not a trade, 
but a duty, remember that they do not fight merely 


E 


ſor themſelves, but that they are the advance guard 
of the world : nor let them imagine that the event 
of the war is uncertain. A ſingle battle may be 
precarious, not ſo a few campaigns.— There is an 
omnipotence in a righteous cauſe, which maſters the 
pretended mutability of human affairs, and fixes 
the ſuppoſed inconſiſtency of fortune. If you will 
be free, you MuUsT; there is not 2 chance that one 
million of reſolute men can be enflaved ; no power 
on earth js able to do it; and will the God of juſtice 
and of mercy ? Soldiers! there is ſomething that 
fights for you even in the hearts of your enemies. 
[The native energies of humanity, riſe up in volun- 
ny array againſt tyrannical and prepoſterous pre- 
ice, and all the little cabals of the heart, give 


ta 
ju 
wa to the feelings of nature, of country and of 
kind. | 
- Fexeepom and proſperity to the people of France! 

- We think that ſuch revolutions as they have accom- 
pliſhed, are ſo far from being out of the otder of 
ſociety, that they ſprung inevitably from the nature 
of man and the progreſſion of reaſon ; what 1s im- 

perfect he has the power to improve; what he has 
created, he has a right to deſtroy. It is a raſh op- 
poſition to the irrefiftible will of the public, that in 
ſome inſtances has maddened à diſpoſition, other- 
wiſe mild and magnanimous, turned energy into 
ferocity, and the generous and. gallant ſpirit of the 
French, into fury and vengeance. We truſt that 
; every effort they now make, every hardſhip they 
undergo, every / 1-8 of blood they ſhed, will render 

their conſtitution more dear to them. 
Lors life and happineſs to the King of the 
| French! not the Lord of the foil and its ſervile ap- 
_® pendages, but the King of men, who can reſerve 
their rights, while they entruſt their powers. In 
this crifs of his fate, may he withſtand every .at- 
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tempt to eſtrange him from the nation; to make him 
zn exi:can the midſt of France, and to prevent him 


( 6g ) 
from indentifying himſelf as a magiſtrate with the 
_ conſtitution, and as a Frenchman with the people. 

We beſeech you all as men, as legiſlators, as 
citizens and as ſoldiers, in this yous great conflict for 
liberty for France, and for the world, to deſpiſe all 
earthly danger, to look up to God, and to connect 
your councils, your arms, and your Empire to his 
throne, with a chain of union, fortitude, perſeve- 
rance, morality and religion, | | 


We conclude, with this fervent prayer: That as 
the Almighty is diſperſing the political clouds Which 
have hithertodarkened our hemiſphere, all nations may 
uſe the light of Heaven : that, as in this latter age, 
the Creator is unfolding in his creatures, powers 
which had long lain latent—they may exert them in 
the eſtabliſhment of univerſal freedom, harmony 
and peace: may thoſe who are free, never be ſlaves; 
may thoſe who are ſlaves be ſpeedily free. 


| [Ox the motion of, Mr. Thomſon, the above was 
to be tranſmitted to the National W 


COPY OF THE 
ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND. 


WE, the volunteers and other inhabitants of the 
town and neighbourhood of - Belfaſt, aſſembled to 
commemorate this great day, embrace with earneſt- 
neſs the opportunity which it affords, at once ta 
expreſs our zeal and affection for the cauſe of liberty 
in France, and our undiſguiſed opinions on ſubjects 
of the laſt importance to our native land, ' 

Traingd from our infancy in a love of freedom, 
and an abhorrence of tyranny, we congratulate our - 
brethren of France and ourſelves, that the infamous 
conſpiracy of ſlaves and deſpots, againſt the happi- 
neſs and glory of that admired and reſpected nation, 
and againſt the common rights of man, has hitheriq 


proved abortive, 


Frxixe our view ſteadily on the great principle 
ef Gallic emancipation, we will not be diverte 
from that magnificent ohject, by the accidental 
tumults or momgatary ebullitions of popular fury, 
We will not eſtimate the wiſdom of her legiſlators 
by the tranſports of a mob; nor the ſpiric of her 
armies by the cowardice. of 'a regiment; nor the 
patriviiſm of her people by the treachery of indivi- 
duals ; nor the juſtice of her cauſe by the number: 
of her enemies. We judge with other views and on 
other principles. We ſee with admiration, France 
extending the Iand-marks of human knowledge in 
the great art of government, and opening to the 
world new ſyſtems of policy and of juſtice, We 
fee her renounce ail wars on the principle of con- 
queſt. We ſee her propoſe an univerſal brotherhood 
and an eternal peace among the nations. We ſee 
her even now, when forced into arms and bloodſhed, 
by the unjuſt and unprincipled machinations of her 
enemies, ſeparating, as far as poſſible, the innocent 
ſubjects from the guilty deſpot; reſpecting, amidit 
the horrors, of war, the property of indwiduals; 
aud exempting from interruption the peaceful traffic 
of the merchant. It is from views like theſe, that 
we eſtimate that ſtupendous event, the Revolution, 
which we this day commemorate; not from aeci- 
dental irregularities, which, while we condemn 
them, we are compelled to pity, as feeling that they 
- ſpring not merely from a ſpirit of licentiouſneſs, 
1 but from a ſenſe of injury working on a ſanguine 
| people, ſtill galled with the recollection of recent 
© tyranny and oppreffion, and jealous of liberty, but 


= Juſt recovered, and ſcarcely yet fecure. | 

| Suck ate our ſentiments on the ſubject of the 
| French Revolution zwe come now to the ſtate of 
| 1%, pur own country, 


| IMPRESSED as we are with a deep ſenſe of the ex- 
rellence of our conſtitution, as it exiſts in zheory, 
we rejoice that we are not, like our brethren in 
France, reduced to the hard neceſſity of tearing up 


. 

juveterate aboſ* by the roots, even where utility 
was ſo intermixed as not to admit of ſepaiation.— 
Ours is an eaſier and a leſs unpleaſing taſk; ta re- 
move with a ſteady and a temperate reſolution, the 
abuſes which the lapſe of many years inattention 
and ſupineneſs in the great body of the people, and 
unremitting vigilance in their ralers to invade and 

under them of their rights, have ſoffered to over- 

row and to deform that beautiful ſyſtem of govera- 
ment, ſo admirably ſuited to our ſituation, our ha- 
bits, and our wiſhes. We have not to innovate, but 
to reſtore. The juſt prerogatives of our Monarch 
we reſpect and will maintain. The conſtitutional 
power of the Peers of the realm we wiſh not to in- 


vade, We know that in the exerciſe of both, abuſes 


have grown up; but we alſo know that thoſe abuſes 
will be at once corrected, ſo as never again to recur, 
by reſtoring to us TE PRO ILE; what we, for gur- 
ſelves, demand as our right, our due weight and in- 
fluence in that eſtate, which is our property, the 
Repreſentation of the People in Parliament. 
 TrorouUGnaY impreſſed with the unjuſt and 
ruinous inequality of that repreſentation, with the 
conſequent corruption, which pervades all ranks in 
the ſtate ; with the deſtruction of the morals, the 
facrifice of the commerce, and the hourly and im- 
minent danger to the liberty of our country, we will 
inflexibly perſevere in the purſuit of that great re- 
medy for all our political evils, a parliamentary re- 
form ; a-reform temperate, equal and juſt, which 
ſhall reſtore luſtre to the crown, dignity to the 
peerage, and their due weight and influence to the 
people of Ireland. ; | 1 
Bur while we thus ſtate our ſentiments on the 
ſubje& of reform, we feel it incumbent upon us to 
declare, as we now do, that no reform, were even 
ſuch attainable, would anſwer our ideas of utility 
or juſtice, which ſhould not equally include all ſets 
and denominations of Iriſhmen. We reprobate and 
abhor the idea, that political inequality ſnould reſult 
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from religious opinions; and we ſhould be aſhamed, 
at the moment when we are ſeeking for liberty our. - 
ſelves, to acquieſce in any ſyſtem founded on the 
flavery-of others...  , - 4 1 

We have: now declared our ſentiments to the 


world. In declaring them we ſpurn with equal dif. - 


dain, reſtraint, whether proceeding from a mob or a 
monarch z from a riot or n proclamation. We look 
with a mixture of abomination aud contempt on the 
tranſactions which, on the laſt anniverſary of the 
French Revolution, degraded the national character 
of England ; when neither the learning, the piety, 
the public ſpirit, nor the private virtue of eration, | 
le 


- 


could protect him from the ſavage fury of the vi 
of an ignorant and a bigoted rabble ; before whom 
the region of the country was diſhonoured, the 


name of the Sovereign inſulted, and all law and 


order levelled in the duſt ; to the diſgrace, not leſs 
of the integrity of the magiſtrates who were the fo- 
menters, than of the ſpirit of the people, who were 
timid witneſſes of the ravage and deſtruction. As 
little ſhould we reſpect any aitempt, under colour 
of authority, to fetter down our minds or prevent 


the publication of our grievances, and our determi- 


nation to ſeek redreſs. In the purſuit of reform, 
that great meaſure indiſpenſable to, the freedom, the 


' happineſs and the glory of our. country, we will 


inflexibly perſevere, and for its attainment we rely 


with confidence on the ſteadineſs, the public ſpirit 


and the zealous ce-operation of our countrymen. , 


; o * 2 — 


AT a meeting of the BZLTAST VoLunTEER 


- Company, (BLvt) 7th. September, 1792, 


Captain BAN, in the Chair: 


The following Reſolutions were unanimouſly 
agreed to: 5 


1 RnsoLvey, That we are happy to ſee the preſent 


revival: of voluntcering throughout this provinces 


„„ 


confident that the rights of the people are moſt ſe= _ 


cure when they are able to affert them. 1 
Taar we are firmly perſuaded that this country - 
is indebted to the ſpirit and wiſdom of the volunteers 
for whatever commerce or conſtitution. it poſſeſſes, 
and that their ſucceſs was owing to the juſtneſs of the 
principles on which they ated. _ Ken reg fs 
Tur we conſider it neceſſary at this criſis: for 
all volunteers to recur to thoſe principles which have 
ſtood the teſt of time, and have become by their 
univerſal adoption, ſacred and uncontrovertible, 
Tua theſe principles are fully expreſſed in the 
reſolutions of the firſt and third Dungannon meet- 
ingsz and that a ſtrict adherence to them by the old 
volunteer corps, and the adoption of them by every 
new corps, is eſſential to the welfare of Ireland. 
THart. we again declare to our conntrymen, and 
to the world, our firm determination to adhere to the 
principles contained 'in the reſolutions of the firſt 
and third Dungannon meetings; and we warmly 
recommend it to every volunteer corps in the king- 
dom, the adoption ot ſimilar declarations, —United 
in ſentiment, the volanteers will again become the 
happy inftrument of producing fart benefits to 
the welfare of their country. 6 Fs ; 
| Resorvep, That theſe reſolutions be publiſhed 
in the Belfaſt news papers; and alſo in hand-bills ; 
with the reſolutions of the firſt and third Dungannon 
meetings prefixed, and be difperſed through this 
province. Signed by Order, 3 
. HIAMES Me. CLEAN, See. 


1 
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3 AT A MEETING OF THE ' * | 
FIRST BELFAST VOLUNTEER COMPANY, 
HELD AT THE DONEGALL-ARMS, SEPTEMBER 7, 17923 

MK, HUGH JOHNSON, IN THE CHAIR, 
AT this important criſis, which is likely to form 
a remarkble zra in the hiſtory of man, when many 
of the European deſpots Ty combined to cruſh a 


v..... 8 
great nation ſtruggling for liberty: — At a period 
when the ſpirit of volunteering ſeems to revive in 
this neighbourhood, we hope it will not be deemed 


ky preſumptive in us, who firſt took up arms in the 
cauſe of our country, and who have never laid them 


down, nor flackened in our efforts to promote its 


proſperity, to declare the principles we hold; relative 


to the VOLUNTEER INSTITUTION OF IRELAND 
which we cannot do better than in the words of 
our own aſſociation, and in the following reſolutions 


of the Dungannon meetings of February 1782, and 


September 1783 :— 


.. (ArSOCIATION OF THE FIRST BELFAST VOLUNTEER co) 


Wr, whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, having 
« aſſociated ourſelves together, to learn the mili- 
© tary diſcipline, for defence of ourſelves, this 

town and country, and the ſupport of the Kiens 

of 1KELAND, under the name of the IRST 

BELFAST VOLUNTEER . COMPANY, do plight 

our faith each to all; to be governed by the 

voice of the majority in every caſe that may 
ariſe ; that we will not withdraw from the com- 
pany from any other cauſe than removal or 

dily indiſpoſition and that we will never ac- 
cept of any wages or reward from government 
as a volunteer company, or ſubmit to take any 
military oath or obligation therefrom.” | 


(DUNGANNON MEETING, FEBRUARY 15, 1782.) 


© ResoLveD, that we hold the right of private 
judgment in matters of religion, to be equally 
© ſacred in others as in ourſelves. | 
* ResoLvEeD, therefore, that as Men, and as 1x18 H- 
MEN, as CHRISTIANS, and as PROTESTANTS, 
we rejoice in the relaxation of the penal laws 
again ſt our ROMAN CATHOLIC fellow ſubjects; 
and that we conceive the meaſure to be fraught 
with the happieft conſequences to the union 
and proſperity of the inhabitants of Ireland. 
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as we have 


{3.2 | 
| (DUNGANNON MEETING, SEPTEMBER 8, 1783.) 

* Res0LVED, that FrEEDOM is the indefeaſible 
birth- right of IKtSHURHHN and BRITONS, de- 
rived from the Author of their being; and of 
which no power on earth, much leſs a delegated 
power, hath a right to deprive them. a | 


© RESOLVED, that-THEY ONLY are FREE, Who 


© are governed by no laws but thoſe to which 
_ © they aſſent, either by themſelves in perſon, or 
by their repreſentatives freely choſen, ſubject 
© to the controul, and frequently returning into 
© the common maſs'of conſtituents. 5 
f ResoLveD, that the majority of our Houſe of 
Commons 1s vor choſen by the PEOU LE.“ 


RESOLVED unanimouſly, that the foregoing aſſo- 
ciation and reſolutions, form the baſis of our creed 
%% M˙t 988 | 

ResoL,veD unanimouſly, that the foregoing re- 
ſolutions, pafſed at the Dungannon meetings—adopt- 
ed by the whole volunteer army, and by moſt of the 
counties in Ireland —we look upon as a ſtandard, by 
which to judge who are, and who are nat, volun- 
teers upon principle: And that we will not aſſociate, 
or be reviewed with any, if any there be, who are 
formed on principles oppoſite thereto. ; 

RESOLVED unanimouſly, that we will perſe- 
yere in the purſuit of an adequate repreſentation of 


the Iriſh nation in Parliament, without diſtinction on 


account of religious opinions. | | 

Resorvrn unanimouſly, that, venerating order, 

and abhorring licentiouſneſs, we will be ever ready, 

1 been, to ſupport the Ma- 

iſtrate in the execution of the law, in this neigh- 
3 8 | | 


Signed, by order of the Firſt Belfaſt Volunteer Co. 
HU. JOHNSON, CHAIRMAN, 


Res0LvED unanimouſly, that theſe reſolutions be 
publiſhed in each of the Belfait newſpapers. 
| JOHN MBB, Szc. 


„ 
BELFAST, OCTOBER 2, 1792. 
Ax A MEETING OF THE. 
FIRST SOCIETY OF UNITED IRISHMEN, | 
+ MR, T. MILLIKEN IN THE CHAIR: | 
The following Declaration was unanimouſly agreed 
to, and ordered to be publiſhed: / 


IHE right of petitioning, that ſacred claim of 
thoſe who fuffer, is a paces Bake which municipal 
law neither gives nor can take away. Every age, 
and nation, has recognized it. It has been conle- 
crated in theſe realms under the ſanction of common 
and ſtatute law; and it is exerted in Turkey under 
the ſabre of deſpotiſm. With reſpect to the manner 
of preferring complaint, it would have become thoſe 
Grand Juries who have confederated 'againſt the 
common right of the ſubject, to point out any mode 
by which three millicns of people could expreſs 
their grievances more peaceably than by delegation, 
, ATTacuep as we are to one favourite principle 
the good of the whole — the greateſt happineſs of 
the many, it is neither petty political ſcandal, nor 
peremptory diction, nor the throng of names, and 
chorus of corporations, which can divert us from 
the unity and integrity of our political faith. To 
render authority either ſecure or permanent, it muſt 
be eſtabliſhed in the affections of the whole people, 
and we have no ſcruple in declaring, that without 
ſome ſhare of POLITI AL POWER, no people, nor 
any claſs of people, can have any ſecurity for their 
perſonal freedom, their property, their trade, or 
their religion. It is ſo wh Proteſtants— It muſt be 
ſo with Catholics. The ſelf ſame principle which 
makes the former call for a reform, makes the latter 
anxious for the elective franchiſe, as a ſhield from 
oppreſſion ; and that principle we venerate, whether 
Jodged in the boſom of a Proteſtant or a Catholic, 
an African or an American. Tocircumſcribe liber- 


(27-3) 
ty is to deſtroy it; and without free circulation, like 
the air we breathe, it loſes its ſpring, ſtagnates, cor- 
rupts, and then iſſues out from the grand my 
rooms, hot and peſtiferous, to check the riſing proſ- 
pets of the nation, and to blaſt the glories of 1782. 

As for us, we diſclaim, we abhor the idea of 
eſtabliſhing a ſovereignty over our fellow- citizens. 
We refuſe any ſhare in an aſcendancy which claims 
excluſive and eternal dominion, ſurmounts law and 
legiſlature, and cuts off, with mercileſs proſcrip- 
tion, a whole people from all hope of political 
equality, The law, in every free country, ought 
to know no exceptions; but to make the exceptions 
more general than the rule, is monſtrous ; and with 
concern we ſay, it is Iriſh policy. ca 

We, whoin 1782, 3 our lives and fortunes 
to gain ſovereignty to Ireland, will not, at this day, 
ſubſcribe to the ſovereignty of any party, who under 
the pretext of religion, diſguiſe political jealouſy 
and the ſeliſhneſs of monopoly; nor will we dreſs 
up any luch proud aſſumption with the attributes of 
royalty, and with' the ſpoils of our countrymen.— 
We, who in the hour of danger, and in the face of 
the enemy, were glad to take the Catholics into our 
ranks, will not now throw them off as noxious in- 
cumbrances, and belying the nature and end of the 
volunteer inſtitution, blaſpheming the writ of Dun- 
gannon, ſet ourſelves in array againſt the very men, 
whom, the other day, we embraced as brothers. 

Wr who have always afferted the honour, the 
intereſt; and internal independence of Ireland to be 
maintainable only by the freedom, frequency, and 
power of Parliament, will not complement the 
abuſes of the conſtitution at the expence of the 
community; nor will we, with heroic indifference 
to conliftency pledge life and fortune to the ſupport 
of a political ſyſtem in all its branches, while reto- 
Jutions ſtill tingle in our ears, that without ade- 
quate reform, there is no ſalvation for Ireland. — 
Nor, finally, will we add ourſelves to the train of 
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' 2hofe upſtarts in-office, who acquire character and 
Importance abroad, in the ſame proportion as their 
country is loſing both at home; who ſwell into un- 
natural ſignificance by civil diſſention, and whoſe 
Haughtinets encreaſes with, and by, national humi- 
 Hation. We follow that excellent man, whoſe per- 
ſonal glory is bound up with that of his country 
who in this great queſtion, riſes above the ſordid 
atmoſphere of party, and we beſeech him and his 
liberal coadjutors, tho' they may, for a time, be 
_ unſucceſsful, to go on and complete the redemption 
of a long ſuffering people. | 3 5 

We have reſolveq, and we keep our reſolution. 
We have choſen, and we purſue our choice. We 
act honeſtly, and therefore conclude that we think 
Juſtly. Let the law judge of our actions, but for 
our faith we appeal unto God—the God of all man- 
kind, in whole preſence there is no aſcendancy but 
that of virtue and juſtice - diſtinction of religion, 
Ike diſtinction of colours, is of his ordination. We 
will never vilify the religion of any man, and far 
leis will we preſume to make thoſe varieties of faith, 
which are perhaps. natural and neceſſary, the en- 
Eines of civil perſecution and political uſurpation. 

b (Signed by order of the Society) - - 


= 


JAMES HYNDMAMN, SECRETARY. | 


Ar A MEETING or THE 
THIRD SOCIETY OF UNITED IRISHMEN, 
IX THE TOWN OF BELFAST—3D OCTOBER, 1792. 
MR. CLOTWORTHY BIRNIE | 
Ax THE CHAIR: 


The following Declaration was agreed to, and or- 
dered to be publiſhed : | 


"ASSOCIATED as we are, for the purpoſe of 
8 union of intereſt and affection among all 
be inhabitants of Ireland, we abhor the idea of 


withholding from our Roman Catholic brethren their 


* 
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civil and religious rights, at the time that we would 
wiſh to enjoy thoſe rights ourſelves. | | 
"Ws are perſuaded that the religion of any man. 
and his politics, are not neceſſariiy couneRted : On 
the contrary, that the former ought not to have any 
connection with the latter. In a civil view, there 
undoubtedly is a communion of intereſts and rights, 
and that every individual who contributes to the 
ſupport of the ſtate, ought to have a voice in 
framing the laws which regulate that ſtate. But re- 
ligion is perſonal; the individual alone accountable ; 
we * . deem it impious to intrude between his 
conſcience and that Almighty Being, who alone 
knoweth his heart. | | 
„Ws aſſert, that the right of petitioning in the 
ſubje&, of whatever denomination, is not only na- 
tural, but perfealy agreeable to the fpirit of our 
conſtitution ; and we confeſs ourſelves ignorant of 
any mode by which our Catholic brethren could have 
ſo peaceably collected, and expreſſed their ſenti- 
ments, as by delegation. | 5: | 
We have ſeen of late the publications of Grand 
Juries, which ought to have contained mild and 
aceable ſentiments, illiberal and ungenerous; di- 
rectly calculated to fow difſention, and keep up that 
religious animoſity which has ſo long diſtracted this 
iſland, and ſubjected it to the ridicule of a foreign 
adminiſtration. —Perſevere, Catholic brethren ! con- 
ſtitutionally perſevere — The cauſe in which you 
are engaged is natural and virtuous. A cauſe in 
which the Catholic and Proteſtant are equally in- 
volved; and whether oppoſed by wicked adminiſ- 
trations, or by filly corporations, whoſe underſtand- 
ings and hearts are equally frozen, whilſt there ex- 
iſts an almighty and righteous Ruler, your exertions 
will be crowned with iucceſs. Our endeavours ſhall 
never be wanting to attain the much deſired object 3 
and we truſt the day will ſpeedily arrive, when Ca- 
tholic and Proteſtant, Mahometan aud Jew, over 
the whole world, ſhall equally enjoy the facred 


- 


bleſſings of freedom and of peace. | 
| | DAVID BIGGAR, SzcarTArr. 


| 

| 
| 
it! 
1 

| FR 
_- 
ol | 

. 
1 
1 

z 

i, 

[ 

{ 


635890 
AT A MEETING oF THE 55 


BELFAST SECOND SOCIETY OF UNITED IE. 


GEORGE-INN, TUESDAY, oer. 9, 1792. 


The following declaration having been laid before 
- them, by their committee, was unanimouſly agreed 
to, and ordered to be publiſhed : . 


ASSOCIATED on the principles of humanity, 


and zealous for her rights, we view with generous 


indignation, the combinations of deſpots, to keep 
her in degradation, and ſuppreſs the voice with 


which ſhe attempts to recite her ſufferings and pre- 


fer her claims—Whether thoſe deſpots. be decorated 
with diadems, arrayed in the livery of a huntin 
club ; or the petty tyrants of the country, aſſembled 


in a jury room, their principles and object are the 


ſame in themſelves, and to us equally deteſtable. 
While we reflect with regret, on the ſucceis of 
deſpotiſm in Poland, and execrate with horror its 
attempts in France, we cannot be inſenſible to its 
preſumption and audacity in our native land, and 
the injuſtice and cruelty which it propoſes to 
perpetuate, We have long ſeen, and ſeen with 
pity, three millions of our brethren degraded from 
the rank of citizens, and languiſhing in ſlavery. — 
We have ſeen the ſame three millions peaceable and 
ſubmiſſive to, and ſcrupulouſly amenable to the 
laws of their country their haughty Lords. — Nay, 
we have ſeen them forgetful of themſelves, their in- 


| Zuries and their inſults, armed for the defence of the 
ungrateſul minions who vilify their characters, inſult 


Heaven by pronouncing them incapable of the 
rizhts of men, and pledge their lives and fortunes 


to keep them, and their poſterity, in eternal 


thraldom. | 8 

CAaPTIVATED with this unparalleled magnanimity, 
and founding our judgments on the ſolid baſis of 
character, approved by experience, we pronounced 


66) 
thoſe three millions of our Catholic brethren not 
only capable of citizenſhip, but worthy of its 
bleſſings—On this foundation, as men of integrity, 
wie pledged ourſelves to our country, and each other, 
to uſe our utmoſt influence to remove the ſtigma from 
their character, and the ſlavery from their perſons, 
of which they have ſo long and ſo juſtly complained, 


and reſtore them to a community of privileges and 


intereſt, and conſequently of affeftion with their 
brethren, No „ | 
Ws now declare, that we are neither aſhamed of 
our judgment nor ſorry for our conduct. The foun- 
dation of the one appears more ſolid, and the pro- 
priety of the other more conſpicuous, every day. 
The dignified moderation, the legal preciſion, ge- 
nerous ardor, and unawed magnanimity of their 
procedure, demonſtrate that they are worthy of our 
friendſhip and the freedom of their country. Of that 
friendſhip we ſolemnly aſſure them, in its utmoſt 
extent—and we truſt the period is -at hand, when 
the. wiſdom of the legiſlature will juſtify our judg- 
ment, ſanction the propriety of our conduct, and 
realize our proſpects. 555 WEE 
Wnulrz we thus repeat the avowal of our friend- 


ſhip, and expreſs our truſt, we declare at the ſame ' 


time, that the honor, proſperity, peace and happi- 
neſs of our country, are our great object, and a re- 
gard to theſe our leading principle. Of theſe, we 

Foo, identity of intereſt, equality of privilege, 
and harmony of affection, form the only Bid baſe. 
Neither houſe nor kingdom, divided againſt itſelf, 
can poſſibly ſtand. . We, therefore, diſclaim all con- 
nection with, and attachment to, party or cabal. 
We reprobate with indignation, the idea of an aſ- 
cendancy, whoſe imaginary height depends upon 
depreſſing brethren, and plunging them in the 
depths of ſervitude and wretchedneſs, We wiſh to 
preſent the aſcendancy, whatever it is, in its true 
elevation, by reſtoring all around to its proper level. 
Nay, we wiſh to ſecure to our countrymen, not 


BP „ | 
ekcepting venal burgeſſes, ſelf devoted jurors, and 
other reſolutioners, who volunteer in the cauſe of 
human degradation —thoſe very lives and properties, 
which they have fo rafhly pledged themſelves, 
wantonly to throw away. : : e 
LASTI T, we declare to you, our Catholic bre- 
thren, that we are folly convinced of the juſtice of 
= claims, and the legality of your proceedings. 

our right of petitioning atl or any of the branches 
of the a is unanimouſly „. ray by the 
voice of common ſenſe, the laws of the land, and 
the practice even of deſpotiſm. Go on, then, ge- 
nerous, though degraded men ! Liberty is your ob- 
ject; and ye have long deſerved it! Let the love 
of liberty be your principle, the law your guide, 
and unanimity your ſupport ! Minifters may — 
courtiers. intrigue, and juries fulminate proſerip- 
tions without end. Be not afraid of them, neither 
be ye diſconcerted. Their frown is infignificance, 
their intrigues fooliſhneſs, and their fulminarions, 
like the fhowman's flaſh, from pounded roſin, are 
only the amuſement, or the terror of children. All 
theſe will ſpeedily diſappear, Your, voice, preferring 
the claims of juſtice, and fupported by reaſon an 
found policy, muſt, and will be heard. The 
night of political ignorance, deluſion, and ſuper- 
ſtition, is ſpent; and the day is at hand.“ The 
day, which ſhall raiſe you to the dignity of men, 
and your country to a name among nations. We 
look forward to its appearance with ardent ex- 

Ration, and ſhall hail its preſence with hallowed 
Joy. We recognize {ou with ſympathy as brethren, 
difinherited, proſcribed, and alienated, in your 
native lands | | 
Wr have pledged ourſelves to ſupport your claims 
of reſtoration to your natural rights, and we will 
be faithful to our word. 1 

Ix this cauſe, we ſtand not alone. The brighteſt 
ornaments of the ſenate and the bar, the wiſe and 


41 * 
liberal in every corner of the land, and above all, 
the eternal principles of reaſon and juſtice are 
muſtered on our ſide. Thus e we may be 


diſappointed for a ſeaſon, but cannot deſpair. We 
repeat, **., your voice muſt, and will be heard:“ 
Your prayers, granted, and your rights reſtored, 
The day which ſhall enrol | you in the ranks of fel- 
low-ſubje&s,. Will give ſecurity: to the liberties of 
Iriſhmen, . nerves to their induſtry, and honor to their 
name. Till that day, we muſt continue, as we are, 
a weak, wretched, and inſulted people. 
WN. OSBORNE, Cnannnas. 
WM. MITCHELL, SzcxzTazry, 


b 
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„I A MEETING or THE: / 
FOURTH SOCIETY OF UNITED IRISHMEN 
or BELFAST, OCTOBER, T9, 1792 * 
Mun. BYWARD KELLY, IN THE CHAIR 3 


The following declaration was unanimouſly agreed 
| to, and ordered to be publiſhed: :- 


IMPRESSED with benevolent ſentiments towards 


all the human kind, we lament, at this great æra of 
reform, that there ſhould exiſt Iriſhmen, who, livin 
under the enjoyment of conſtitutional Us al 
to debar their fellow - ſubjects of the ſame rights. 
ConNECTED as we are with another country, 
whoſe aggrandizement has. been the deſtruction of 
Ireland, we view with aſtoniſhment and abhorrence, 
the weak policy of theſe men, who, from whatever 
motives, wiſh to prevent the Union of IrisHMEnN, 
Wa are ſatisfied that every individual, in what- 
ever country, and of whatever perſuaſion, has an 
equal, natural right) in the bleſſings of the ſtate in 
which he lives ; we regret that any part of our fel- 


 low-ſubje&s ſhould be deprived of thoſe bleſſings; 


684) 
and we do fincerely lament that Proteſtants, whe- 
ther under the garb of religion or policy, ſhou}d 
even dare to wiſh for a continuation of ſuch 
r PF 
Ws congratulate our Catholic brethren, on the 
appearance of that happy eee when the general 

Intereſts of this iſland will be the only object in view 
among all its inhabitants; when Catholic and Pro- 
teſtant will be mutually concerned in one/ common 
cauſe ; when religious opinions ſhall no longer de- 
bar a ſubject from the enjoyment. of civil rights. 

'Tnx juſt claim which every ſubjeR has, to prefer 
his petition to the legiſlature, for a redreſs of thoſe 
grievances under which he labours, we believe, need 
not now be diſputed... We admire. the wiſdom and 
modeſty of our Catholic brethren, in the mode 
which they adopted of preferring this claim ; and 
we feel ourſelves peculiarly happy in aſſuring them 
of our uniform co-operation, and decided ſupport 
In the attainment of an obje that ſo much concerns 
the general good, | 

| 851 late publications no further merit our at- 
tention, than by urging us to declare our utter ab- 
horrence of the ſentiments they contain, in order 
to diſſuade weak minds from adhering to ſuch aſſer- 
tions, to force men to think for themſelves, unfetter- 
ed by grand juries or corporations to act a juſt part, 
and leave the conſequence to the Supreme Diſpoſer 
of events. | Fn 
Ar this remarkable period, we do moſt heartily 
Tejoice with all the friends of liberty, at the down- 
fall which tyranny has received in France—a down- 
fall, natural indeed !—in which the inhabitants of 

Ireland as well as France, are intereſted ; and we 
hail that happy day, when deſpotiſm, under what- 
ever maſk, over the whole earth will receive a ſimi- 
four 3 the ſtandard of liberty be erected in 

its ſtead. ; 15 : | 


ISRAEL MILLIKEN, src. 


- 9 - 


(85 ) 
BELFAST -VOLUNTEERS; 


By command of the committees of our reſpective 
corps, jointly convened by ſummons, we. requeſt 
the attendance of all their members in full uniform, 
at the White Linen-Hall, to-morrow, preciſely at 
12 o'clock, for the purpoſe of expreſſing their joy 
at the ſucceſs of the arms of the French Republic, 
by firing three feu-de-joies, 7 8 

Tus volunteers requeſt the attendance of their: 
fellow-citizens, at the Donegall-Arms, at ſever; 
o'clock ſaid evening, to join with them in declaring 


| their ſeotiments on this auſpicious event. 
Monday, 2gth Oftober, 1792. 
Hu. M1LWAIY, see, Belfaft Troop. 
© JOHN RABB, Sec. Firſt 'Belfaft Vol. Com. 
JAMES M*CLEAN, See. Belfaſt Vol. Com. 


1 
— 


BEL FAST—NOVEMBER 2—1792, 


AGREEABLY to a late advertiſement, the ſuc- 
ceſſes of the French were celebrated on Tueſday by 
the volunteers and citizens of Belfaſt, with that 
warmth of affe&ion which they generally diſplay jn 
every good cauſe. i e e 

Tak two volunteer artillery companies, and the 
two infantry corps, aſſembled about twa o'clock, 
and fired three feu-de-joyes, in honour of the day, 
on which a Duke and a King, at the head of an 
armed hoft, inglariguſly deſerted the field, after a: 
campaign which, both in point of deſign and exe- 
cution, was as diſgraceful to the arms of Auſtria 
and Pruſſia, as its object was deteſtable and unjuſt. - 

In the evening a numerous meeting was held at 
the Donegall-Arms, conſiſting of volunteer citizens. 
and citizens unarmed, in purſuance of an advertiſe- 
ment requeſting an aſſembly of the inhabitants— 
when the following declaration was unanimoully 
agreed to: 5 | 1 
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yet uuborn. 
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( 86 ) 
MR, SAM. MC. TIER INT THE CHAIR: 


WE, the inhabitants of + Belfaſt, with heart; 

overflowing with: joy, again aſſem ble together, pub- 
licly to declare our happineſs at the glorious ſucceſs 
of the French arms, (againſt | innumerable hoſts of 
enemies—the' enemies of the human race - and their 
fnal expulſion from the Gallic territories: An event 


by which every obſtatle to the compleat;eftabliſh- 


ment of civil and religious liberty, is removed from 
that hallowed: land an event which ſecures liberty 
to ſurrounding nationns˖ 
Sad INE as our opinions were of the invincible. 
power of a nation of freemen, oppoſed to the armed 
flaves of tyrants, yet the event has ſurpaſſed our 
fondeſt eppes „ 
Wuew we contemplate: the treachery of the ex- 


ecutive power, the perfidy of officers, the diſorga- 


nized ſtate of the-army—whon-we-confider the com- 


bination of formidable enemies, with generals of 


the firſt military abilities at the head of veteran 


troops, yet obſerye, that theſe armies have not been 
capable of achieving a ſingle important object, cre - 
dibility is almoſt ſtaggered, but the world has wit- 
neſſed it. We cannot help: attributing the ſucceſs of 
the French arms to the ſignal interpoſition, of the 


Deity, as an example of the ſucceſs with which he 


will crown the efforts of mankind, in every attempt 
to eſtabliſh civil and religious liberty; and we fer- 
vently implore the influence of the Divine Spirit, to 

uide the councils of the National Convention in 
perfecting the great work in which they are engaged, 
fo az to render it productive of happineſs to.millions 


Tn town was almoſt univerſally illuminated.— 
Every thing demonſtrated ſincere pleaſure in the 
diſgrace of two tyrannical courts, that attempted ta 
dragoon-an united nation into that deplorable ftate 
of nal well as political bondage, from which 


* 


12 „ 
it was juſt recovering; and that dared to tell 
twenty-five millions of men— IRE SHALL NOT 38 
FREE. | lt fre, 45 14 þ | 8 
Ix the windows of fix or ſeven houſes a number 
of tranſparencies preſented themſelves :—a' few of 
the mottoes are ſubjoined, as trifling circumſtances 
ſometimes mark the' diſpoſition of the times. 
_ PERFECT union equal liberty to the men of 
Ireland. — Vive la Republique: Vive la Nation. 
Church and State Divorced. —Liberty Triumphant. 
The Rights of Men eſtabliſhed, —Deſpotiſm: proi- 
trate.— The Tyrants are fled ; let the People rejoice. 
— Heaven beheld their glorious efforts, and crown'd 
their deeds with ſucceſs. —France is free; ſo may 
we; let us will it, —Awake O ye that fleep.-A_ 
gallows ſuſpending an-inverted Crown, with theſe 
words :—** May the fate of every Tyrant be that 
of Capet.”—A check to Deſpots.— The Cauſe of 
Mankind triumphant. ——Iriſhmen rejoice. Union 
among Iriſhmen.—Rights of Man.—lIriſhmen ! look 
at France, —Liberty and Equality. | 
| 78 : Y ' Þ TYRLAND(4 | 
th Sept. 1783.— Armed Citizens ſpoke. 
2d Dec. 1783.— Their Delegates ran away. 
zZoth Oct. 1792.— We are taxed, tyth'd, and en- 
\ | ſlaved, but we have only to 
unite and be free, | 
| FRANCE, ng, 
14th July, 1789,—Sacred to Liberty. 
10th Auguſt, 1792.—The People triumphant. 
22d October, 1792.—Exit of Tyranny. 
Tae night cloſed in the moſt orderly manner, 
without either bonfire or any kind of irregularity | 
whatever. - | 13 


2 „ 
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| -  NOTHERN WHIG CLUB. 


AT a general meeting on the 5th of November, 
held purſuant to notice, the following Reſolutions 


were agreed to: ! 


( 88 ) 
aneh. n. ROWAN ESQ, IN, THE CHAIR ; 
ResoLveD, That it is with the greateſt ſatisfac- 


tion we embrace this opportunity to congratulate our 


country on the late ignominious flight of the ene- 


mies to liberty, from the territory of the French 


Republie ; and to expreſs our hopes, that the pre- 
fent diflurbances in that country may ſpeedily ter- 
minate in the ſtable tranquility of a good Govern- 
ment, founded on the principles of equal liberty, 
and the unalienable rights of man. — (Unani- 
mouſly.) £245 | | | 

ResoLved, That as an early acquieſcence in the 
juſt demands of the people is the ſureſt pledge of 
peace and tranquillity in any country, we truſt we 
thall fpeedily ſee the wiſhes of this nation complied 
with, by an honeſt and effectual reform in the repre- 
ſentation of the people, on a broad principle of 
equal juſtice and equal liberty to all ſe&ts and deno- 


minations of Iriſhmen ; ſatisfied as we are that a 


fincere union among ourſelves, and a total oblivion 
of paſt diſſentions, from whatever cauſe ariſing, can 
alone ſecure to this country, freedom, happineſs, 
and proſperity.— (One diſſentient.) ny 

ResoLved, That we fee with the greateſt ſatis- 
faQion the rapid decay of prejudice and bigotry in 
the part of the country moſt immediately within our 
obſervation ; and we anticipate with pleaſure the 
day of their total downfal.— (Unanimouſly) 

Cs | WM. SINCLAIRE, 
SECRETARY. 


BELFAST VOLUNTEER COMPANY (BLUE). 


AT a meeting of the Belfaſt Volunteer Company 
(Blue), at the Lxchange, November 24, 1792, 

LIEUT. GETTY IN THE CHAIR: | 

[The packets having this day brought the glorious 

intelligence, of the French having obtained the 

poſſeſſion of Bruſſels, the capital of the Auſtrian 


> 


. 

Netherlands—and thereby having virtually com- 
pleated the liberation of the Belgic people.] 

Tas company unanimouſly agreed to publiſh the 
following declaration of their ſeatiments, upon that 
great event :— 84 e af 

Ad Al has LIBERTY he ces nr have her 
ſons conquered— and again we rejoice. We rejoice chat 
another great country is TREE —and that in Belgia, 
we are now able to recognize a NATION or AI 
MEN. | : 

We congratulate our countrymen. on the good 
news; and we hail it as a certain pledge and fre- 
runner of that reform in parliament, which WII 
procure to the people their 45 weight in the legiſla- 
ture of this country. Already corruption trembles 
—and, ere long, at the vxirzgD vote of THE 
PEOPLE, ſhe mutt depart the land. Now is the time 
for Iriſhmen to baniſh prejudice, and to embrace 
each other as brethreii—the children of the ſame 
God. Forgetting paſt errors, let them ſtrive in fa- 
ture, to promote the happineſs of every religions 
ſect and denomination; and their country mult be 
free and flouriſhing. n FOE ee 


REPLY TO THE SHEFFIELD AVD BELSA8T 
ADDRESSES. | | 
Anſwer of the Preſident of the French Aſſembly, 

(Citizen Gregoire) to the Addreſſes of the So- 
© cieties of Sheffield, and Belfaft in Ireland. _ 


Citizens of the world, 


a * 


Vour addreſſes to the repreſentatives of the French 
nation, have filled them with pleaſing emotions 
In impoſing on me the honourable duty of a reply, 
they make me regret that 1 can but imperfectly ex- 
preſs, what all with ſo much energy feel. To have the 
"honour to be an Engiiſh ry a Frenchman, carries 


(vw) 


with it a title to every degree of mutual affection that 
.can ſubfiſt among men. 1 N h 
Tax curious in your country are pleaſed to tra- 
verſe the globe in order to explore nature; hence- 
forth they can viſit Montblane (Savoy) withodt 
- quitting France; in other words without leaving 
their friends. The day on which free Savoy unites 
itſelf with us, and that on which children of high 
minded England appear among us, are, in the eye 
of reaſon, - of triumph. Nothing is wanting in 
_ theſe affecting ſcenes, but the pretence of all Great 
Britain, to bear teſlimon) to the enthuſiaſm with 
which we are inſpired by the name of liberty and 
that of the people with whom we are about to form 
eternal alliance. | 85 
Tu National Con vention has wiſhed to teſtify its 
ſatis faction to the Engliſh, in decreeing that they 
would conduct in the preſence of ſome of them the 
trial of the laſt of their Kings. Sixty ages have elapſed 
ſince Kings firſt made war on liberty: the moſt 
miſerable pretexts have been ſufficient for them to 
ſpread trouble over the earth. Let us reeollect with 
horror that under the reign of Ann, the falling of 
a pair of gloves, and that under Louis XIV. a win 
dow opening from one apartment into another, 
were ſufficient cauſes for deluging Europe in blood. 
"ALas! ſhort is the duration preſcyibed by eter- 
nal power to our weak exiitence ; and ſhall then the 
ferocious ambition of ſome individuals embitter or 
abridge our days, with impenity ? Yet a little mo- 
ment, and defpots and their cannons ſhall be filenc- 
ed; philotophy denounces them at the bar of the ani- 
verſe ; and hiſtory, ſullied with their erimes, has 
drawn their characters. Shortly the annais of man- 
| kind will be thoſe of virtue; and in records of 
France, a place will be reſerved for our teilimonies -. 
of fraternity with the Britiſh and Ir. ſn ſocieties ; but 
_efpecially for the Conſticutional Society of London. 
DovuBTLtss the new year, which is now ap- 
Þroaching, will fee all your rights reſtored. Tlie 


* 


(999 
meeting of your parliament attracts our attention. 
We hope that then, philoſophy will thunder by the 
mouth of eloquence, and that the Engliſh will ſub- 
ſtitute the great charter of Nature, in place of the 
reat charter of King John. - N 
Tus principles upon which our own Republic has 
been founded, have been diſcovered by the cele- 
brated writers of your nation; we have taken poſ- 
. ſeſſion of their diſcoveries in the ſocial art, becauſe, 
_ truths revealed to the world are the property of all 
mankind. A people which has brought reaſon to 
maturity, will not be content with liberty by halves; 
it will doubtleſs refuſe to capitulate with deſpo- 
tiſm. 12 — ee | 
Generous Britans! let us aſſociate ſor the hap- 


ineſs of the human race; let us deſtroy every pre- 


udice; let us cauſe uſeful knowledge to filtre thro? 


every branch of the ſocial tree; let us inſpire our 


equals with a ſenſe of their dignty; let us teach 
them above all, that vices are the inſeparable com- 
panions of ſlavery; and let us A it, that 
our efforts will be favqured by the God of liberty, 
who weighs the deſtiny of empires, and holds in his 
hands the fate of nations. | 2 
{See Belfaſt Addreſs, to which the above reply refers, at page 66.] 
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BRLFAST VOLUNTEER COMPANY. 


Ar a meeting of the Belfaſt Volunteer Company, 


(Blue) 14th December, 1792, to take into con- 
fideration a late Proclamation, iſſued by the Lord 
Lieutenant and Privy Council of Ireland, 


MR. JAMES MUNFOAD IN THE CHAIR: 


RESOLVEzD, That a Committee of five be ap- 
pointed; for the purpoſe of taking into their conſi- 
deration the ſaid Proclamation—and do report the 
ſame to this Company on Monday next. 


* 


* 
r 2 


. 

ar 2 meeting of the Belfaſt Volunteer Company, 

Monday, 17th December, 1792, t 
 LizvTENaNt GETTY 18 THE CHAIR, . 


be re ts AvDprEss was unanimouſly agreed to: 


70 THE VOLUNTEERS OF IRELAND. , | 


.-  FEELOW CITIZENS, 

WE are induced to addreſs you on the Rk 
occaſion, with an expoſition of our ſentiments, in 
conſequence of the late Proclamation, iſſued by the 


Lord Lieutenant and Council of this kingdom, 


againſt the aſſembling of certain new volunteer aſſo- 
eiations in the county and city of Dublin - and we 
mall be very happy indeed, if our ſentiments ſhall, 
meet your approbation—which will be beſt known 


by the reſchutions which the ſaid proclamation is 
likely to draw from other aſſociated corps, like our- 


ſelves.” 
Warn the peace of the country is intended 


by this proctamation, we ſhall not pretend to ſay— 


we are however more confident in believing that its 


aim is to divide; and the forced compliment paid to 


more ancient Aſſociations, in contradiſtinction to 
thoſe now forming, againſt which this proclamation 


e 


is levelled, leaves us on this head little room to 


Wr do not fuppoſe it poſſible, however, that this 


effect will be produced; our cquntry has been too 
long divided t; 


complith our purpoſe, | 
PaLaNTHROPY, the offepring of eviricy end 


benevolence, is medding over as its influence like 
the beſt of bleſſings, and mankind 5 wits 


are determined to be free. 


y trifles, and is now too ſenſible of 
the riſing conſequeite of its people, by the unity 
which pervades all ranks, to fear ſuch an'event.— 
We all lbok forward to the faite common object of 
political liberty, and we know too well by ſad ex- 
periegce, that it is not by diviſions we are to ac- 


4 


Wes originally took up arms for our defence againſt 
foreign invaſion, and we have continued in the uſe 


of them, becauſe we conſider it a means of pro- 


ducing internal tranquillity. 


Wr have always when called on, given our af. | 


fiſtance to the magiſtracy of our country, in the due 
execution of the laws. In a word, we eſteem it 
proper that citizens ſhould know the uſe of arms, 
and we conſider that country in the beſt ſtate of de- 
fence, when the people are ftrong. The ſame force 
which was ready to defend the country againſt the 


attempts of foreign force, we hope, will be ever 
found equally ready to aſſert domeſtic quiet; the 
preſervation of private property ; and the comman - 


rights of all the people of Ireland. 3 
WI conſider for ourſelves, that it is the unaliena- 
ble right of all the people of Ireland to carry arms, 
and in confirmation of the ſaid opinion, this Com- 
pany always has been open to the admiſſion of men 
of every religion ;—and the experience of many 
years proves to our knowledge, that a man's ſenti- 
ments ia this reſpect is no teſt of his ability, becauſe 
we have found the ſame addreſs, and the ſame good 


behaviour in our brother ſoldiers, profeſſing to be 


Roman Catholics, as in thoſe of any other religion. 
IurREssED with theſe ſentiments, and highly 
ſenſible of the great and uſeful conſequences x. 

may reſult from the people embodying themſelves 
for the purpoſe of learning the uſe of arms: We 
hail as brothers our fellow citizens, entering into 
aſſociations like our own, for the welfare, proſpe- 
rity, and emancipation of their country; under 
whatever name or of whatever religion; and we 
will cultivate with them one common intereſt, We 
declare for ourſelves, that the freedom of our coun- 
try is our only object; and if we are aſked, what 
are our views and our wiſhes; without hefitation, 
we anſwer, we want the renovation of the Conſtitu- 
tion ; and to thoſe people who are pleaſed to call 
all public virtue treaſon, and all improvement inno- 


ich 
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vation - we reply, that an eſfectual and adequate re- 
form in the repreſentation of the people in parlia- 
ment is our only object, in the purſuit of which 
object we ſhall never ſlacken our efforts. 
If bad adviſers, or weak and wicked men, ſhall. 
force the people into extremity—on them let all the 
miſeries fall of civil convulſioa. *VVV 
Tus people demand that ſhare of the Conſtitution 
which its ſpirit warrants, and in the purſuit they are 
juſtified, —We are now united—let us perſevere 
and ſucceſs will crown our endeavours, 


JAMES M*CLEAN, Sec. 


* Tho the following is not connected with the 
general ſubject of this Book, it is inſerted here as 
à means of preſerving liſts which will, at a future 


day, be conſidered curious. 


POPULATION, ET CATERA, OF BELFAST, IN 
1782 AND 1791. | | 


Number of Inhabitants, &c. in the town and ſub- 
urbs of Belfaſt, as taken 1it January, 1782, by 
Mr. Robert Hyndman, then High Conttable, 


2026 Houſes, containing 6902 Pemals. 


In all, 13,105 


There were alſo in town, 388 looms, moſtly em- 
loyed in the cambrick, lawn, and cotton 
er 13 ſtocking-looms, 1 hair loom, 4 
carding-machines, and 25 ſpinning-jennies for 
cotton, the number of the latter then daily in- 
creaſing: Out of the above there were the fol- 
 Jowing number of each trade, &c. viz. 


Bakers - 40 
Barbers - 28 
Coopers - — 16 
Carpenters . - - 68 

Cabinet- makers 22 
Chandlers - N 27 
 Harters - - 18 
Hohers - - 

Maſons - — 48 
„ - 27 
Painters e - 9 
Ropers no - 20 

| Reedmakers =— - 6 
Shoemakers, two of them females, 224 

Saddlers | - 1 14 
Sawyers 9 — | 26 
Smiths — = 2 78 

Staymakers - * £0: 
Taylors - „ 65 

Tanners and Curriers 2 33 
Weavers, one ot them a female, 389 
Watchmakers, — 1 
Wheelwrights — 3 9 
Sundry other trades E 166 


Tobacco Spinners, (giving employ- 


ment to 152 children of both 38 


ſexes.) 

Publicans under licence for ſpirits and 
ſtrong beer, being one to SIT 119 
16th houſe, \ 


By the above it appears the town and ſuburbs were 
increaſed fince iſt Jan, 1757, being 2; years, 
nearly one half; the following being the then 


ſtate of the ſame : 


1779 Houſes, containing 0 2993 J Proteſtants, 


—— ---- — p 
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Roman Catholicks. 


Carpet 4 


tae eat F 


* 


There were at. that . 399 . and 1800 
people able to bear arms. | 
Increaſe in houſes is 247 
Dittoin Inhabitants 4559 55 


| IN 1791. wy | 

Number of the Inhabitants, &c in the Town and 

Suburbs of Belfaſt, taken at Rn; 1791, 

by the ſame Perſon. | 
2909 houſes occupied. . 
- 498 do. untenanted, chiefly new x houſes 
3107 Containing 8932 males. 
9388 females, 


In all 18, 320 
— — 3 
There are 522 looms en at cotton. 
1129 do. at cambrick and linen. 
28 do. at ſail cloth. ; 
16 da. at WE. 
695 locks in all. 

There were 229 ſpinning jennies, from 25 to 100 
threads, which draw 15, 273 threads of cotton, or 
nearly 67 threads each on an average. 

Out of the above there is the en nr number of 
each trade, &c. viz. G 


; ; \Botchers „ 9 
IF ä | — „ 67 
| . | Barbers - PT 
Coopers — — 115 

Carpenters 5 169 

Cabinet- makers > 40 

Chandlers - - 29 

Hatters — - 1 
Hoſiers — . 16 

Maſons . 68 


Nailors (one female) 5 1 


Wa: 
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Painters OM ng 
Ropers .. — - 
Rerd. makers - x. 
Shoe: makers (two females) - 312 
Saddlers 13 — 22 
Sawyers 3 — 7 OP 
Smiths . - - 69 
Staymakers - - 15 
Taylors (one female) — 100 
Tanners and Curriers - 45 
Weavers (fix females) — 679 
Watchmakers - 22: 
Wheelwrights, _ -- wii 11 
Sundry other trades - - 220 
Tobacco Spinners, giving employment . 
to 20 children of both ſexes, (decreaſe 
in gz years, including children em > $5. - 


ployed, 165 the conſequence of | © 
impolitic revenue laws) 

Publicans under licence for ſpirits ank 2 os 
ſtrong beer, being one to every 17th { 8 
houſe: a great number of them per- FS 
ſons who have trades * -- Fs 

By the above it appears, the town and ſuburbs were 


_ encreaſed in leſs than 10 years, 


Houſes e 1,08T 
_ Inhabitants „ 


As BaLLYMACARRET is only ſeparated | from the 
town of Belfaſt by the Long Bridge, the following 
view of its progreſſive improvement is given: 


In. - In 1791. 
Houſes g6 Houſes 279 
Males. 195 | Males 596 
Females 224 Females 612 

419 1,208 


Ae bestes dated 12 e by a Club 17 led 
Jacobins, are omitted. 
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k THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS WAS UNANIMOUSLY AGREED. 10. 


muſt owe its ſalvation: the want of union ten years 


„ 
Ar A MEETING OF THE 
FIRST BELFAST VOLUNTEER. COMPANY, 
8 DECEMBER 18, 1792, 
| WILLIAM "-TENNENT,-IN THE CHAIR, 


70 THE VOLUNTEERS or IRELAND. 
FELLOW SOLDIERS, | 3 7 | 
YOUR COUNTRY. 1s IN DANGER ! 


THE period of a few fleeting months has ſcarcely 
elapſed, ſince the Firſt Belfaſt Volunteer Company, 


._ Impreſſed with the intereſting ſituation of this iſland, 


and the extraordinary encreaſe of its armed citizens, 
did publiſh to the world, anzw, their ſentiments 
concerning the volunteer inſtitution—a dignified and 
moſt honourable inftitution, in whoſe liſts ſhould be 
found enrolled the names of ALI the virtuous inha- 


bitants of Ireland. We, who in the hour of dan- 


ger, and in the face of the enemy, took up arms 
in defence of our country, when left to its own ener- 
gy# by an abandoned and imbecile adminiſtration z 
We, who have received the unanimous thanks of 
every branch of the legiſlature, did not imagine, 
that the arm of power would ever be uplified in 


this land, to N the revival of our laudable 


aſſociations. 

Wen the right of the coople to appear in arms 
is called in queſtion, by a proclamation of the Lord 
Lieutenant and Privy Council of Ireland; when 
the exerciſe of this right is branded with the epithets, 
illegal and ſeditious—when menacing preparations 


by land and ſea, indicate the near approach of war; 


and when falſe and malicious reports are induſtri- 
ouſly circulated, with a view of ſpreading jealouſies 
and diſcontents ; we call upon you to be firm !— 
to perſevere l to unite! 

Tus union of the people now makes deſpots 
tremble in foreign lands. It is to union: Ireland 
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fince, rendered abortive all your efforts for eman- 

Our fellow ſoldiers of Dublin, are charged with 
aſſembling ** to withſtand lawful authority, and 
violently and forcibly to redreſs pretended griev- 
ances,”— What !- are the grievances-of whictyhe 
people complain, only ** pretended ones 7“ 
ſeeking a reſtoration of our rights—a reform in the 
repreſentation of the people in parliament, an at- 
tempt to ſubvert the conſtitution ? We ſay, no! it is 
to reſtore it. | 

Unvtr theſe circumſtances, we efteem it our 
duty to make a further declaration of our prin- 
ciples and opinions. e 

We aſſociated for the defence of ourſelves, this 
town and country, aud for the ſupport of the 
rights of Ireland. We ſay, thatit is the right of the 
people to be repreſented in parliament—taxation 
without repreſentation is opprefſion—that the peo- 
ple are not repreſented—that parliament is not 
as it ought to' be, an emanation from the 55." 
—that the grievances under which the people labour 
are almoſt innumerable and intolerable :—But we 
add, that a real and radical reform in the repreſenta- 
tive branch of the legiſlature, would reſtore the 
people to their due weight in the government of the 
country, and every leſſer eyil would quickly vaniſh. 

THzse are our opinions ;—neither proclamations 
nor threats ſhall deter us from the purſuit of our 
rights. —Qur defire is peace; the welfare of our 
country, of our families, of our friends, require it 
of us. Let thoſe who, by reſiſting the united voice 
of a nation, drive the people into extremities, be 
alone anſwerable to God and their country, for the 
conſequences. | 5 
FELLOW-SoLDIERSI Unite l- encreaſe your num- 
bers and improve your diſcipline !—a people 
aſpiring to be free, ſhould be able to protect 
liberty. An armed nation can never be made ſlaves, 


Perſevere ! and our oonngyy oak be ſaved | | 
WILLIAM TENNENT, CHAIRMAN, 


JOHN RABB, SecnaTARY, 
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TOWN MEETING. 1 


WE the ſubſcribers, inhabitants of the town. of 
Belfaſt, earneſtly requeſt the attendance of our fel. 


low - citizens, at a general meeting of the town, at 


the market-houſe, on Wedneſday. next, the 26th 


ünſt. at noon, for the purpoſe of exprefling our ſen- 


timents on the preſent ſtate of public affairs; and to 

enter into ſuch other meaſures as may be deemed ex- 

pedient for the accompliſhing that great objeA—an 

equal repreſentation of the. people in parliament. 
| Belfaſt, December 19, 1792. 


C. Ranken | Robert Davis Wm. Magee 


Wm. Brown Robert Thomſon — Cuming 
Cunn. Greg Weill. Sinclare m. ſlennent 
Alex. Orr Robert Getty Thomas Brown 
Will. Stevenſon Alex Mitchell John Boyle 
as. Ferguſon John Holmes hos. Sinclare 
ohn Macartney John Brown Sam M Tier 
m. Thompſon Alex. Gordon Henry Hailett, 


James Holmes John Robinſon 


ad 


ee 
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COPY OF AN ADDRESS 


To the Delegates for Parliamentary Reform, in 
Scotland, unanimonſly agreed to by the Second 
Society of United Iriſhmen; of Belfaſt ; and 
recommended to the other Societies of this town, 
to be ſent as the joint addreſs of the four Societies ; 
which was accordingly done, in December, 1792. 


ASSOCIATED for the purpoſe of promoting 
union among Iriſhmen, reſtoring three millions of 
brethren to the rights of citizenſhip, and effectuat- 
ing a radical and complete reform of parliamentary 
repreſentation for the people of Ireland, we cannot 
behold, with indifference, the vivid glow of pa- 
triotiſm which brightens the face of other nations, 
and the irreſiſtible elaſticity, with which man, long 
bent down into a beaſt of burden, ſhakes off the 


— 
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e of deſpotiſm and reſumes his form erect, in 
neighbouring kingdoms. We exult in the triumph 
of humanity which regenerated Gaul exhihbizs; 
and the revival of the long-dormant valor, which 
made the Cæſars tremble, and in earner times, 
filled Rome itſelf with ſuppliant mourners. We 
accompany with raptures, the ſteps of freemen 
traverſing the montains of Savoy, erecting the 
ſtandard of liberty on the ſtrong hoids of deipotiſm, 
and uniting the great family of God in the bonds 
of fraternity. In the fruitful, plains of Belgia we 
hail proſpects equally grateful to the enlightened 
eye, and flattering to the liberal heart. The ara, 
of deſpotiſm palſied—her hoſts diicomfited—her 
throne tottering to ruin—and her motley train of 
ſlaves and ſycophants, with all her proud abettors, 
plunged: in deſpair, or meditating, with fell re- 
| venge, a laſt convulſive ſtruggle in her cauſe. | 
Bur our raptures and our triumphs might be 
ranked with the tranſports of children, did we dwell 
for ever, as with the ſtare of fooliſh wonder, on theſe 
the glories of another land; while even the fainter 
brightneſs which opens on our own, and ſiſter king- 
doms, ſhines unnoticed. Thank God ! there too 
we ſee the light of political knowledge widely 
diffuſed ; and the ſeeds of liherality vegetating with 
vigor in the genial warmth of reſtored fratervity, 
and united patriotiſm, With us, that knowledge 
hath already aſſumed the torm of language, and, 
in humble reſpectful petition, preſented the claims 
of a proſcribed nation at the bar of the legiſlature. 
We are ſorry to ſay theſe, claims were not treated 
with deference, or decency, We were not dil-_ 
couraged, but reanimated by their rejection. The 
chaos of Iriſhmen, as by the voice of Omnipoteace, 
was inſtantly moulded into a body, its members 
arranged, and the frame organized. Nor were 
vigor and harmony ever characterized in greater 
perfection, than in the repreſentation of that body 
now exhibited in the metropolis-of che kiuguom.— 


. 85 
And as it reflects the image of the original, we 
#now it will ſpeak its voice the people's voice! 
the only ** Jure Divino Lau ef Nations! __ 

We know too, that voice, all be heard. Jriſh- 
men have willed it, and they muff be free. The 
violations of their conſtitution, the perverſion of 
its principles, the abuſe of its powers, and the 
avowed influence of venality and corruption, muſt 
be ſwept away together ; not, we hope, by the 
awful experiment of a conteſted Revolution - may 
Heaven avert the dieadful neceſſity! but, by a 
voluntary, immediate, and radical Reform. 

Wulle this is the object of our defires, our 
actions, and our union, and we are unalterably 
determined, by peaceable and conſtitutional means, 
to obtain it, we reprobate the mean idea of enjoy- 
Ing it excluſively. Liberty is the defire of all na- 

tions! The birth right of all men! To preſerve 
it, with watchful] jealouſy, is the firſt political duty! 
Jo recover it, when arreſted by the hand of tyranny, 
the higheſt pinvacle of human glory. That all men 
may aſſert, reclaim, and enjoy it, is, therefore, 
the fervent prayer of our hearts ! FE. 

Tur Scotland, for ages, the aſylum of inde- 
pendence, and equally renowned in arms and arts ; 
that Scotland, the modern nurſe of literature and 
ſcience, whoſe ſeminaries have ſupplied the world 
with ſtateſmen, orators, hiſtorians, and philoſo- 
phers; Scotland, whoſe penetrating genius, has 
forced iis way into the repoſitories of nature, un- 
veiled her hidden myfteries, and brought forward all 
her richeſt treaſures for the healing of the nations ! 

Scotland, where a Reid and a Beatty broke the ſpells 
of an annihilating philoſophy, which had reduced 
the univerſe to a /adowy idea ; who held her up to 
ridicule ; and preſented creation anew, in her native 
ſubſtanciality and ſolid glories, to the fight of all 
men ! That this ſame Scotland ſhould have ſo long 
forgotten her degraded ſtate, as a nation, flept over 
her political inſignificanee, or ſilently acquieſced in 
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oy mockery of a popular repreſentation, among the 
enators of another people, hath long filled us with 
inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment. And, when we reflected 
on our relation of fellow ſubjects, or; as our Ca- 
tholic brethren have more properly denominated us, 
tow flaves! and the more ſolemn ties of religion 
and blood by which many of us are connected with 
| you, we candidly own our aſtoniſhment was not 
free from a mixture. of regret : for, however humi- 
lating our own ſituation may have been, the Pro- 
teſtants and reformed among us, in the ſcale of free- 
dom, were much ſuperior to the Scottith people. 

WHarT your fate, as a people, was, previous t 
the day which ſet upon your independence, an 
blotted your name from among the nations of the 


earth, we preſume not to delineate. What your 


ſtate, from that day, has been, and now is, we 
know, and ye, the delegates for promoting-a-reform, 


muſt feel; Delineation of it is, therefore, unne- 


ceſſary. We only ſay—and we ſay it, with confi- 
dence, Scotland as a nation, or part of a nation, 
has no people ! The idea therefore of a parliamentary 


repreſentation of the Commons of Scotland is only a pe- 
litical fickion! a fiction io bold, that we are aſtoniſned 


at the audacity, which firſt preſumed to hold it out 
as a reality. And when we conſider that a whole 
nation implicitly {wallowed the idea as a'reality, we 
cannot be ſurprized that the genius of a Hume ſhould 


invert the poſition, and endeavour-'to- impoſe the 


reality of the univerſe, upon à credulous ſceptical 
world, as an idea on). 3 9 

Vous eyes, brother- friends of a reform, are 
now opened to the deception; your tongues are 
looſed, and your pens ready. While, with your 
eyes ye behold the neceſſity and importance of the 


political regeneration which you have united to pro- 
mote, let your tongues make it familiar to the ears, 


and your pens preſent it to the eyes of your bre- 
thren, wwho/e fathers were à people. We are aſſur- 


ed of your abilities, your learning, and your elo- 
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quence ; your patriotiſm we doubt not; and on 


your perſeverance we rely with confidence, Nor 
can we ſuppoſe, for a moment, that ye will ever 
ſaffer' the ' whiſper of malice, or the 'frowns of 
office to deter you from your purſuit. It is worthy 
of men—worthy of you And ye will not abandon. 
it! Ye will never KHlappoint your brethren by dil- 
gracing yourſelves! We know' the conflict is ar- 
duous. But, where the public good is the end, and 
the means are legal, every ſtep is fafe z---Succeſy 


* 


fore, tho* flow, and the reward immortal. 
(The above, it is believed, was only publiſhed in 


band bills, and not in the newſpapers.) 


3 


To MEETING. 


ATT a general meeting of the inhabitants of Bel- 


faſt, convened by public advertiſement, (for which 
ſee page 100) at the Town Houſe, and for want of 


room, adjourned to Mr. Vance's Meeting: Houſe, 
on Wedneſday, December 26, 1792 
| __ CHARLES RANKEN, IN THE CHAIR. SA 
Ar a period when the public mind is ſo much 
agitated—when the nation ſeems to be in a ſtate of 


ſmothered war ; we deem it the duty of every man 


who is a friend to his country, to peace aud 


order, to come forward and publicly avow his ſen- 


timents. . 1% 36 
Wæàâ, therefore, declare, that after all we have 
heard and read about our glorious and happy conſti- 


tution, we are ſo ignorant as not to be able to find 


What it is: We cannot, however, conceive, that if 


in any nation three-fourths of the inhabitants are 
abſolutely excluded from all ſhare in the legiſlature 


and only a very ſmall part of the other fourth re- 


preſented ; if the great majority, of what are called 
tae repreſentatives, be appointed arbitrarily, by a 
few individuals, for a long term of years, and not 
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accountable to the people If places and penſions 
be multiplied for the purpoſes of corruption z—if 
no reſponſibility be annexed to the great offices of 
tate ; it taxes without end be levied off the 
people, and the nation involved in debt, for the 
purpoſe of purchaſing votes to impoſe more taxes; 
If the honours of the peerage be brought to ſale 
to raiſe funds for the ſame purpoſes ; if the ſurplus. 
of the revenue, inſtead of being applied to leſſen 
the national debt, be carried to another country, 
whether to bribe the repreſentatives of the people 
there, or to pay German butchers for maſſacrein 
the friends of freedom in France ; if the ſubje& 
be deprived of the trial by jury, whether by penal 
ſtatutes, by revenue or game laws, by fats or by 
attachments :--- We ſay—if any nation labours under 
thoſe and innumerable other grievances, practiſed 
under colour of law---we are yet to learn what is 
the glorious and happy conſtitution of that nation: 
We do not heſitate to ſay—THEY ARE A NATION 
or sLaves ! — 5 | | 
Ws declare, that a government by King, Lords 
and Commons, the Commons being a real repreſen. 
tation of all the people, is the government which, 
if attainabie without violence, we wiſh for and prefer ; 
that we do not wiſh for a revolution, deeming it the 
laſt meaſure of dire necefiity—a meaſure to which 
no wiſe or good man would reſort until every other 
means had bren tried in vain—and being convinced 
that our preſent form of government, however de- 
fective, poſſeſſes the power, if it had the will, of re- 
forming all abuſes and remedying all defeQs without 
violence or commotion, and that ſuch reform MusT 
take place whenever the UNITED voice of the people 
ſhall call for it. | 

Ax p we further declare our opinion, that if any 
perſons in this kingdom be endeavouring to promote 
a revolution, it can only be thoſe, who determined, 
to preſerve till the laſt moment their ſyſtem of cor- 
ruption, their borough 2 225 their places and 
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their penſions, pertinaciouſly oppoſe every attempt 
| Kenn 3 Aa _ thereby doing their utmoſt - | 
produce public ' commotion and overthrow the 
vernment, by driving the nation to deſpair.—In- 
fatuated mortals !—wiilfy:ly and wickedly blind to 
future confequences and of whom it may be juſt- 
ly ſaid, Quem Deus wult perdere, frins dementat. 
— God determines to deſtroy, he firſt makes 
m . { 8 4 
Ws deelare, that a radical reform in the repre» 
ſentation of the people has long been, and ſtill is, 
the great object to which all our wiſhes, all our en- 
deavours tend, the object Which we have purſued, 
and which we ſhall never ceaſe. to purſue until it is 
attained ; that to attain it we ſhall think no ſacrifice 
too much, no riſk too great; and that no reform 
can ever be adequate or uſeful, ſatisfactory or jus r, 
unleſs ALL tRiSHMEN, of every deſcription, ſhall 
be equally and fairly repreſented. | 
ResoLVED, That, with the utmoſt deference for 
our countrymen in general, we would moſt reſpect- 
fully ſoggeſt the propriety of. county meetings and 
of prROVINELAL CONVENTIONS, by delegations 
from pariſhes, cities and great towns:—a meaſure 
by which the united voice of all the men of Ireland 
would be drawn to a focus, all wild ideas exploded, 
a permanent chain of national communication form- 
ed, and the important buſineſs of the kingdom con. 
duced with that dignity and energy which become 
a great nation, peaceably, but FzRMLY DEMAND= 
ING. THEIR RIGHTS. + | 
RESOL VID, That a committee of twenty one be 
now appointed, with full powers to correſpond, in 
our name, with our fellow- citizens in all parts 
of this country, in all parts of this province ; and 
in all parts of the other provinces ; and in concert 
with them to purſue ſuch meaſures as ſhall be deem- 
ed expedient for procuring ſuch meetings and 
conventions : That ſaid committee have fuli power, 
(when they ſhall deem the time proper) to call, in 
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our name, a general meeting of the inhabitants of 


this pariſh, to appoint delegates to ſuch meeting and 
convention, and alſo to call us together for the ſamg 
purpoſe. 1 3 | a 
. RESOLVED, THAT INES 
C. Ranken Samuel Neilſoen Wm. Tenhent 
Robert Thomſon Revd. S. Kelburne Robert Simms | 
fam 1 SOD: Vance Dr. M*Donnell 

ames Holmes Hu. Montgomery George Jo 

oftor White Henry Haſſett Hu. Gelbe 5 
Jas: Ferguſon Robert Getty Sam. Brown 

ill Sinclaire Sam. MfTier John Boyle 
be, and they hereby are, appointed a committee, 
for the above purpoſes, | 

ResoL.vep—That our warmeſt thanks are juſtly 
due to the volunteers of Ireland—to the old affocia- 
tions and to the new corps formed and forming: 
SOLDIERS OF LIBERTY !—we thank you !—px 
Fix {—encreaſe your numbers - perfect your diſ- 
_ cipline—deſpiſe the fulminations of placed and 
penſioned courtiers, and of guzzling corporations, 
Great is yoyr merit ! you preſerved internal peace--- 
you aided and ſupported the civil Magiſtrate in the 


execution of the laws---UNITE AND PERSEVERE { 


You ſaved your country from foreign invaſion, and 


reſcued her from foreign legiſlation---and ſhould a 
conteſt for liberty ever become neceſſary, (which 
God avert) we truſt you will reſcue her > hor inter- 
nal oppreſſion. 

ResoLvzD, That a voluntary contribution bs 
received from the inhabitants of this town, who, 
from age, infirmitiy, or other cauſes, are prevent - 
ed from enrolling themſelves among the volunteers, 
for the purpoſe of creating a military fund, to ſup- 
ply with ammunition and other neceſſaries, the 
volunteers already embodied and embodying in 
Belfaſt-- and that the committee this day appointed, 
2 requeſted to take the trouble of receiving the 

MC, : 


| „„ 5 25 
| Anp with great deference to our countymen, we 
beg leave to recommend the adoption of a ſimilar 
meaſure. 1 1 
5 CHARLES RANKEN, Cnaimany 
Ms. Ranxen having left the chair, Mr. William 
Sinclaire was unanimouſly called to it; and it was 
then Reſolved, that the unanimous thanks of this 
meeting be given to the chairman for his readineſs in 
taking the chair, and for the ſtrict propriety of his 
conduct init, _ . for 
1 8 8 WILLIAM'SINCLAIRE. 
SAM. NEILSON, SecttTARyY. 


* 
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The following is an account of the meeting of the 


inhabitants of Belfaſt, pn the ſubje& of a Reform 


in Parliament, at which the foregoing reſolutions 
were agreed o. * 
30 

THE meeting was one of the moſt numerous of 
the inhabitants of this town that we ever recollect. 
Charles Ranken, of Richmond Lodge, Eſq. being 
unanimouſly called to the chair; the buſineſs was 
opened by Mr. RosERT Thousox. 8 

Hz obſerved, that we were called together rq 
expreſs our ſentiments on the ſtate of public affairs 
at this criſis—a crifis the moſt important and awful 
that had occurred in this country ſince the Revolu- 
tion of 1688. Diſcontent pervaded the kingdom ; 
the people felt grievances and wiſhed them redreſied ; 
but wany wild notions had been taken up about the 
mode of redreſs ; that many talked of a revolution; 
many talked of Jiberty and equality, words little 
underſtood by ſome, and to which ſtrange ideas were 
annexed ; that if we could this day lay a foundation 
for pointing the attention of the public mind to 4 
proper object and to that alone, the town of Belfaſt 
would do more ſervice to the country, and acquire 
more honor to itſelf than it ever had done, or ever 
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V 
might do again; that we had no oecaſion for a revo- 
lution; all grievances would be redreſſed by a par- 
liamentary reform, and that might be obtained 
without violence, without anarchy. | ; 
To follow him thro” an excellent train of argu- 
ment, which carried conviction to the underſtanding 
of every hearer, as much exceeds our ability as it 
would be, inconfiſtent with the limits of this paper. 
With much force of thought, he pointed out the 
neceſſity that at preſent exiſts for declaring, what 
were the objects of the people. That the agitation 
of the public rendered it abſolutely neceſſary, and 
for that purpoſe, as a part of the collective body, 
we were that day aſſembled. He drew a ſtriking 
ewe of the extreme difference between the former 
ate of France, under its old Government, when 
the will of one man gave law to millions, and the 
ſtate of this country, We have, not, ſaid he, here, 
like them, to tear up by the roots and overtarn Go- 
yernment—we have not to ſabvert, but to reform. 
We had, he ſaid, grievances, and enormous ones, 
that demanded immediate redreſs. He dwelt par- 
ticularly on the words liberty and equality, as terms 
often miſunderſtood ; and went at large into the 
firſt principles of government, pointing out the 
alterations that take place in the change from the 
ftate of nature to that of civil ſociety. Among the 
many wild notions that have been ſpaken of, nothing 
was more wild than thoſe which aroſe from the im- 
proper uſe of the two words mentioned words 
which by no means bore the meanings often affixed 
to them. He defined liberty as that ſtate which 
afforded protection to all alike by equal laws, for 
the government and good of the whole community. 
With regard to equality, taken in its literal meaning, 
it was abſurd, for it did not exiſt in nature. He threw 
the folly of an equalizing ſyſtem into the fotlowing 
point of view : He computed the acres in Ireland ac 
11,000,000, near 3 of which were generally deemed 
eher bog or mountain, uſeleſs for the purpoſes of hul- 
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bandry; and the inhabitants of the kingdom at 4 mils 
lions. Suppoſe the other 8 millions divided, there are 
only 2 acres for each inhabitant! The coin of Ireland 
was a good many years ſince eſtimated at about three 
millions, ſuppole it now to be five; if equally di- 
vided, it would give 258. to each ;—but that is im, 
pPoſſible, for the moment inſurrections began, every, 
man who had money would either ſend it out of the 
kingdom or bury it in the earth, where probably 
much of it would never be found. As to all the 
other wealth of the nation, it would be in a great 
meaſure loſt; for no man would have uſe for it, no 
man could buy it. Could a man with two acres of 
land, and 25s. in money, buy a coach and fix, or 
a fine houſe and its furniture? Could he carry on 
manufactures with that capital; or could he buy 
ſhips and export your produce and manufactures to 
foreign markets? Would any man by ſuch a parti- 
tion acquire any thing worth contending for, or for 
which he would wiſh to throw his country into con- 
fuſion, and deluge it with blood? Surely no. But 
let us look a little farther the ſpendihrift, the 
drunkard, the gambler, would not have their bad 
habits — by two acres of land and 258. in 
money; they would quickly be gone; the careful, 
ſober, parſimonious claſs of men would acquire 
them; here again is inequality, and a new partition 
muſt be made by a new commotion, and more blood- 
med, to reſtore equality again; and this without 
end, Who would not fly to the verge of the earth 
to avoid a country where ſuch confuſion reigned ? 

Ix the interval of contention, trade and manu- 
factures, the ſoul of induſtry and®the ſpring of 
wealth, would-be loſt ; for the means of carrying 
them on would no more exift. From the inſtant o 
the eſtabliſhment of a ſtate of equality, (were it a 

üble caſe) from what we are, we ſhould infallibly 
fall into a ſtate of beggary, and become a nation of 
ſavages. He declared, that he preferred our ga- 
vernment to every other, with an iin proved repre» 
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ſentation; but without it, any other was perhaps 
as good, Impreſſed with ſuch ideas, he had drawn 
vp a Declaration, which he would ſubmit to the 
aſſembly, and which he hoped would produce an 
unanimous vote; he accordingly read the whole, 
and afterwards moved it paragragh by paragraph, 
ſeconded by Mr. Wm. Sinclaire. | | 
Ir was moved by Mr. John Holmes, on eoming 
to the third reſolution, that the words attaina- 
ble without violence, ſhould be expunged, whick 
led to ſome debate, but was at length negatived, 
with three or four voices for expunging. 5 
Ma. RoBERT GeTTyY ſaid, that a Reform in 
Parliament was the utmoſt bound of his wiſhes, and 
if attained, he ſhould as one reſt contented. He 
confeſſed that the Britiſh Conſtitution, in its theory, 
was peculiarly adapted to the people, and perhaps - 
better fitted for their preſent condition than a purer 
one. He went into the firſt principles of govern- 
ment, proving that it was an inſtitution intended to 
promote the good of ſociety. That ſociety had a 
right to model or reform it' as they pleaſed, and 
found moſt conducive to their intereſt, He ſtated a 
caſe, that if a people fairly appointed a convention 
for examining abuſes crept into their roment, 
and that the plan for its reformation had afterwards 
met the perfect ſanction of thoſe who appointed them 
to prepare it—in ſuch a ſituation, a government that 
would preiend to oppoſe the general will, would be 
guilty of high treaſon againſt the ſtate, If ever ſuch 
a day ſhould arrive, he would ſay as one that he 
ſhould be found at his poſt, ready to do his duty to 
his country. He urged with much ability the wiſ- 
dom of rallying round one point, round the conſti 
tution---as nothing could prevent the completion of 
our wiſh except \ Keidel ntiment among ourſelves, 
Let moderate men come forward---the public intereſt 
requires it: let us ſave the country from the miſeries 
of convulſion by a retorm. Let governors beware 
how by folly they commit this country ; for if it 
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ever happened, it would perhaps be found that the 
beautiful frame of our government might be loſt, 
and that neither the exiſtence of a Prince, nor of 
ſapient hereditary counſellors, would be thought 
eſſential to the vital principles of freedom. 
M. Mogrroab ſaid, there are four claſſes of 
people in this aſſembly to whom I wiſh to addreſ 
myſelf ; the firſt are thoſe who by reaſon of their 
advanced age, or want of health, are unable to 
ferve their country in perſon; they may do it much 
fervice by contributing to the cauſe in a pecuniary 
way. Unleſs you appear to be in earneſt, and able 
to carry into execution what may be agreed on at your 
Convention, you will be ſpurned at by thoſe who at 
Preſent enjoy the power of ruling..in this country. 
1 therefore earneſtly recommend, to ſuch as cannot 
perſonally aſſiſt in this buſineſs, by reaſon of years 
and infirmities, and are rich, that a ſubſcription be 
immediately opened to purchaſe arms, ammunition, 
and accoutrements. The ſecond claſs of people, 
are thoſe who once took up and carried arms in the 
cauſe of their country, but who have long laid them 
afide, Different cauſes may have operated upon the 
minds of different men to induce them to do ſo; 
wany years havethey ſtood idle, and left the taſk to 
others, who have laboured inceſſantly to emancipate 
their country. To thoſe who were enrolled among 
their armed brethren, I recommend their imme- 
diately reſuming their arms, and helping to liberate 
their country. The third claſs are thoſe who are 
. young enough, who enjoy good health, and who 
are rich enough to enable them to be volunteers, 
but, nevertheleſs, have not yet joined their brethren 
in arms, to thoſe I recommend their loſing no time 
the cauſe requires tne exertions of all; thefe have 
as much at ſtake as others, I therefore entreat them 
to come forward and enrol themſelves among their 
armed brethren. ED 3 

Tue fourth and laſt claſs are very different from 
thoſe I have mentioned, theſe are the lower order of 
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the people, but who are the ſtrength of the natiol; 
by whoſe labour the whole are ſupported; theſe 
have their country's welfare as much at heart as the 
others, becauſe on them falls the weight of many 
uſeleſs and burthenſome taxes, which are again laviſn- 
ed away upon placemen and peniioners. This de- 
ſeription of the people are willing to help to free their 
country but are not able. Their aſſiſtance is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, for the cauſe requires the union 
and force of the whole people. By reaſon of their 
poverty they are not able to arm or cloath them- 
ſelves, nor to loſe the neceſſary time requiſite to 
obtain a proper degree of diſcipline. To enable them 
to do ſo ſhould be applied a part of the ſubſcriptions 
maiſed by the rich; help them alſo with your advice; 
they require the advice and inſtruction of thoſe 
_ whoſe ſtation and ſituation of life have been ſuch as 
to enable them to acquire knowledge, experience 
and wiſdom; Avoid being led with raſhneſs into 
premature meaſures; be firm, but be not raſh; for 
on the determined cool firmneſs of the whole 
people, does the ſucceſs of your meaſures depend; 
The time is now arrived which requires the exertions 
of every individual of the community, in the ſeveral 
ſtations and ſituations in which they are able to act. 
You who are rich and not able to. ſerve in perſon, 
contribute and contribute liberally to the cauſe, by 
enabling your poorer brethren to at, Ve who are 
come forward and you may and will be en- 
abled to do much good, by the contributions of the 
rich being applied to aſſiſt you. And to you who 
are rich: enough to arm and clothe yourſelves, and 
whoſe age and health are ſuch as make you eligible: 
ſoldiers in the cauſe of your country; I hope you 
will all come forward at this criſis. Perhaps ſuch 
another coincidence of eircumſtances may never 
come again. The cauſe in view is a glorious cauſe, 
the ſalvation of your country; be united, be firm, 
and in the end you muſt be ſuceeſsful. | 
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CovunstLLor Samyson ſupported the amendment, 
on the ground that it rendered the reſolution more 

explicit. e e . . 
REV. Mx. Keinugn oppoſed the amendment, be- 
eauſe he was convinced it could aniwer no valuable 
end. He ſaid that as an individual he did not pre- 
fer the much boaſted conſtitution 3 he did not know 
whether there was really any ſuch thing: he had 
heard of a government by King, Lords and Com- 
mons, but could never approve of hereditary legiſla- 
tors, becauſe wiſdom is not hereditary ;' and he aſked 
if ſecurity could be given for their inheriting here- 


ditary wiſdom, as well as hereditary titles—and-. 


granting that this could be done, and that Lords 
always inherit the wiſdom of their progenitors, yet 
he could not fee any right to hereditary legiſlation z 
for it was ſuppoſed to be a fundamental principle of 


the Britiſh Conſtitution, as it is called, that the peo- 


ple cannot be taxed without being repreſented, and 
that it was as bad to be ſubject to other laws, 
laaus affecting life, without being repreſented, as 
laws affecting property, for life is more valuable than 
property all that a man hath will he give for his life. 

BEsIDES, Crown and Lords are two to one againſt 
the people in this ſuppoſed conſtitution, the Lords 
are created and creatable at pleaſure by the Crown, 
and the Commons have been found at times very 
complaiſant, ſo far ſo, as to give up the rights of 
the people for ſomething to patch their old coats. 
The mover of the amendment had ſaid, that it 
would be time enough to uſe the words propoſed to 
be expunged, when a 1eform ſhould be denied; but as 
no ſecurity could be given that a reform would not be 
denied; it was but fair to ſpeak our minds out at once; 
we ſpoke but hypothetically, and only ſaid that we 
would prefer a government by King, Lords and Com- 
mons, were that Commons to be the true and real 
repreſentatives of the people, rather than have re- 


courſe to violence, though we might eſteem another 


- 


form of government more perfect 
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Ar a meeting of the Belfaſt Volunteer Battalion, 

(Blue) 2gth December, 1792, 2 
"ROBERT OBETTT IN THE CHAIR, 


Taz following Addreſs to the Society. of United 
Iriſhmen of Dublin, was unanimouſly agreed to: 
Friends and Conntrymen, _ 5 
' ACCEPT of our fincere thanks for your ani- 
mating addreſs to the Volunteers of Ireland ;—as a 
part of that body permit us to aſſure you, that we 
are ready to protect our * Country in that guarded 
quiet, which may ſecure it from external hoſtility, 
and to maintain that internal regimen throughout 
* the land, which ſuperſeding a notorious police, 
or a ſuſpected militia, may preſerve the bleſſings 
of peace, by a vigilant preparation for war.“ 
© Your country is much indebted to you, for your 
zealous efforts to revive that latent ſpirit which has 


5 too long ſlumbered in the breaſts of Iriſhmen ; on 


the efforts of the people, the freedom of Ireland 
depends. | | | 

Go on ! generous countrymen—continue your 
efforts for the good of the whole community. Tho? 
envy may detraQ, tho” corruption may calumniate, 
and tho' the hand of power may be raiſed againſt 
you, yet ſucceſs will crown your labours, for the 
people are with you, and will fecond your patriotic 


' gxertions, 
: | ROBERT GETTY, CHAIRMAN, 
JAMES MCLEAN, Src. 


AT a meeting of the Committee appointed by a 
late meeting of the inhabitants of Belfaſt, at the 
Donegall-Arms, on Monday the 31ſt of Decem- 
ber, 1792, 

JAMES HOLMES IN THE CHAIR: 
 _Reso0LvepD, That this Committee do recommend 
is to the ſeveral pariſhes, granges, and great towns 
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in the county, to meet and ele& each two perſons, 
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to repreſent them at a county meeting, to be held 
on the +1gth day of January next, at Ballymena ; 
for the purpoſe of promoting that great meaſure, an 
equal repreſentation of all the people in parliament, 
and to determine on the propriety of calling a pro- 
vincial meeting, to forward the ſame purpole. | 
. ResoLvep, That in conſequence of the powers 
veſted in us, we do hereby requeſt, a meeting of the 
inhabitants of the pariſh of Shankill, at the pariſh 
church, on Saturday next, the fifth of January, to 
elect two Delegates to attend the meeting of this 
county, propoſed to be held on the 14th January, 


at Ballymena ;—And alſo, a meeting of the inha+ 


the 8th January. e 

RESsO¹VYED, That the mode of election on this 
occaſion, be recommended to be by ballot; and in 
order to expedite the buſineſs, it is requeſted that 
each perſon do came prepared with the names of 
two Delegates, written on a piece of paper. 

A CoMMiITTEE will attend with boxes conſtructed 
for the purpoſe of taking the ballot, from eleven 
o' clock until two on each of the days. | | 
Committee adjourned till to-morrow at 12 o'clock, 

5 JAMES HOLMES, CuA MAN. 


bitants of Belfaſt, at the town houſe, on Tueſday, 


BELFAST LIGHT DRAGOONS. 
JOHN BURDEN IN THE CHAIR. 


AN authentic declaration of the public opinion, 
ous now neceſſary, both for the direction of the 
legiſlature and the people: and as the country is 
not yet, we truſt, ſo far degraded, that its unani- 
mous and perſevering demands upon any point of 
government, can be finally unſucceſsful :—We, the 
members of the Belfaſt Light Dragoons, have aſ- 


fembled, in order to declare our political ſentis 


ments, viz. 


e 
I. Wu deem that a government by a King, Lords, 
and Commons, the 3 freely and fre- 


quently choſen by the people, is 
to the genius of this country. | | 

II. Taar the object of the people is not to intro- 
duce, but to abolith novelties, ſuch as venal bo- 
roughs, octennial parliaments, and penſioned repre- 
ſen tatives hat we reprobate is zew—what we 
venerate is ANCIENT, „„ rf, | 

II. THaT we are determined to continue our 
exertions until we obtain an impartial repreſenta- 
tion, of ALL the people—ignorant of any principle 
by which a religious denomination ſhould be ex- 
cluded ; nor could it be the intention of our anceſ- 
tors to abridge a man of civil freedom, becauſe he 
exerciſed religious liberty. Rs 

IV. Tnar the only truſty ſafeguard of a country 
is an armed and diſciplined people We will there- 
fore continue embodied, and in the uſe of arms, 
until we ſhall obtain the objects of our wiſhes; and 
then we will continue in arms that we may defend 


them. 


at beſt adapted 


Hu. MIL WAIN, Sc. B. L. D. 


3 — 
nn * — 


BELFAST MEETING. 


WE. the ſubſcribers, beg leave reſpectively ta 


ſuggeſt to our townſmen, that we conceive it highly 
proper, at this time, for the inhabitants of Belfaſt 
to addreſs our moſt gracious Sovereign, and humbly 
to offer their warmeſt thanks to his Majeſty, for his 
aternal care of, and affection for, the people of 
erh ſo ſtrongly manifeſted by his Majeſty's re- 
commending to the ſerious conſideration of his Iriſh 
Parliament, the ſituation of his Majeſty's Roman 
Catholic ſubjeQs of Ireland. 
| And we earneſtly requeſt a general and full 
mecting of the inhabitants on Saturday next, at the 


P ape wa DAbbed CRE. > * "SS — - 


rer . . . 
85 ; & 2 
5 ö ** 


«ets > . 
town · houſe, at twelve o'clock, to conſider of this 
buſineſs. = 88 0 5 # 1 7 * 5 2 3 5 
Belfast, 16th January, 1793. 


| Hogh Crawford G Milycen, jun. Hugh Montgomery © | 


ohn Cuming William Tennent Robert Thomſon _ 
Villiam Sinclaire Henry Joy William Bruce” +» 
Sinclaire Kelburn Henry Haſlett John Holmes 


Toba Holmes Thos. Andrews George Wells 


ohn Haſſett Thomas Brown. Robert Simms 
w. M*Cormick, FCC 
Tue addreſs to his Majeſty from the inhabitants 
of Beliatt, was confined ſolely to expreſſions of 
283 and thanks for his royal 6 with 
18 in behalf of the Roman Catholics of 
ve . | 2 ROLLS 
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| DECLARATION AVD PRINCIPLES oF THE 
FRIENDS OF A PARLIAMENTARY REFORM, 
JJ 2, 
AT THEIR SECOND MEETING ON THURSDAY TOTH 
JANUARY, 1793 7 : 


WADDELL CUNNINGHAM, IN THE CHAIR: 

SEVERAL years have elapſed fince many of the 
wiſeſt and beſt men in England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land, ſtimulated their countrymen to demand a 
Parliamentary Reform; under a conviction that it 
would conduce as much to the ſtability of govern- 


ment, as to the liberty of the people. Had that 
demand been unreaſonable, or that reform unnecef- 


fary, both would long fince have been forgotten or 
remained neg lected. But that demand has gained 


„ 


krength by age: and the people inſtead of ory. 


lulled into indolence, are in danger of being rouſe 


into fury. Had the advice and intreaties of Moe 
BERATE MEN been attended to, the conſtitution 
and the adminiſtration of this country would pow be 


- ( wg ) Mm 

ferure; and continental revolutions would be con- 
templated by this free and peaceable iſland, as 
tranſactions in which we had no other ſhare, than 
that which mar ſhould take in the ſufferings or the 


_ 


welfare of man. | | 
Tos honeſt patriots who firſt excited the people 
and offered their beſt advice to government, are now 
called upon to remind and forewarn admiaiſtration 


of the - conſequences of their former ſupineneſs, 


and their preſent obſtinacy. + They have alſo exert- 
ed themſelves in keeping alive ſome reſpect for the 


conſtitution, and ſome regard to peace, together with 


hope of redreſs. But if their exhortations to govern- 
ment be ſlighted, they feel that their influence with 
the people will be equally diſregarded. They will 
then be reduced to a dilemma, which cannot long 
hold them in ſuſpence. They muſt take part with 
government, or they muſt enliſt under the banners of 
the public. They muſt either co-operate in eſta- 


bliſhing a tyranny in their country, or ruth into the 


intemperate meaſures of an indignant multitude. 
They may be obliged to renounce an infatuated, 
court, or to meet their deareſt relations and friends 
in arms. Some may ſeek a remote retreat; and 
lament in filence the miſeries and the crimes by 
which their native land ſhall be overwhelmed ; but the 


more numerous and vigorous party will aſſuredly, after 


ſtruggling in vain again the torrent, plunge into the 


flood of civil conteſt. They may endeawour to regu- 


late its courſe and moderate its rage: but they will 
give it ſtrength and perſeverance. They will not 


be found among the leaſt formidable enemies, or the 


leaſt active patriots. a 

We wiſh not to infinuate, that there exiſts at pre- 
ſent any party hoſtile to @ peaceable ſettlement. If 
there be, we know it not. hut this we know, that 


the public mind is in a ferment; that the public 


arm is ſtrong ; and that the moſt deſperate propoſals 
may ſpeedily become the molt grateful, 
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. We. therefore who have always fought for reforith | 
within the limits of the' conſtitution, - and ſtudied 
to combine liberty with peace, have determined not 
to ſlacken our exertions for the attainment of the 
one, and the preſervation of the other: We have 
reſolved that whatever may be the reſult of the 
preſent eriſis, we ſhall be blameleſs; and that 
neither our rulers nor our fellow- ſubjects, ſhall have 
cauſe to accuſe us either of intemperance or remiſſagſt. 
But we muſt at the ſame time ſolemnly declare that 
if the juſt demands of the people be deſpiſed; thoſe: 
who, refuſe and thoſe; who refift redreſs, will be 
anſwerable to poſterity, to their country, and toi 
God, for all the crimes and calamities: that may 
follow. ko df 2 THEIR 
Ix order to avert theſe evils as much as in us lies, 
by promoting the objects recited above, we have: 
aſſociated under the title of rhe Friends of a Par- 
liamentary Reform; and have drawn up the follow- 
ing fundamental. principles, in the hopes. that all 


who approve of their ſpirit will follow our example, 


by forming ſocieties of the ſame kind; ſo that the 

avill of the public may be ſo explicitly declared on a 

few clear indiſputable” points, that oppoſition to 

ſich meaſures may find no pretext in any ſhades of 

difference among the auen Actuated by theſe 
r 


motives we ſolicit a friendly communication and 


© correſpondence with every ſociety. in Ireland inſti- 


tuted with ſimilar views: from a deſire to receive 
or give information on the ſubject of an improve - 


ment in the repreſentation of the Commons in their 


own Houſe of Parliament; on a plan for its reform; 
and on the moſt effectual meaſures for carrying it 
into execution. 5 Lg | 

8 PRINCIPLES, 
I. A Conſtitution compoſed of ehe King, Lordi, 


and People, the latter fully and equally repreſented 


in.a Houſe of Commons, we prefer to euery other —as + 
admirably ſuited to the genius, wiſhes and intereſts 
of Ireland. | 


1 uns 5 


| SY ji. Tan preſent mode of repreſentation is abſurd; 
unequal, and inadequate; contrary to the ſpirit of 


our on and of every free government. 


Ul. We aſſert, that the baſis of election ſhould © 


extended to the people of every religious deno- 
mination. | | | | 


Wñrꝝ a conſtitution ſo modelled, as to reflore the 


juſt rights of the colleQive body, without infringing 
on the prerogative of the Crown, or on the digni- 
ties of the peerage, we think this nation, whoſe 
loyalty has ever kept pace with their love of free- 
dom, will be ſatisfied and reſt content. To obtain 
it therefore, it is the duty of every individual in 
the moſt remote part of the realm to come forward, 
as the voice of the whole people cannot be raiſed 


without redreſs; It is the intereſt of all orders in 
the ſtate; from the Sovereign through every grada- 


tion of the conſtituted Powers, to ſubmit to the de- 
mands of juſtice ; for that government is uncertain; 
uctuating, and liable to eternal. convulſions which 
is em, 
A government to which the conſent of the com- 
munity is wanting velges on deſpotiſm, and will tet. 


minate in anarchy. _ 2 * 


Ax the third metting of the ſociety; held January 
„„ 
© NARCISSUS BATT, IN THE CHAIR : 


'  Re80LveD, Thar a correſpondence be opened 


with ThE FRIENDS of tht Conſtitution, of Liberty 
and Peate in DUBLIN; and that copies of theſe and 
future public tranſactions of this ſociety be regularly 
tranſmitted to them. ; | | 
Signed by order 
CHAIRMAN, 


R 


on principles oppoſed to the public will; 
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Is town, after having 


throuꝑ 
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2... MHAITARY RIOT. IN BELFAST, | 
oo SATURDAY, ru or MARCH, 1793. 
been for time imme- 
morial on the beft footing with his Majeſty's forces 
partered here, on Saturday night preſented a ſcene 
ubyerfive of the order, decency, and fafety of the 
ABovrT three quarters of an hour after fix o'clock. 
in the evening, a body of the 17th dragoons, inter- 
mixed with a few others of the military, raſhed out 
from their quarters and drove furiouſly through moſt 
of the principal ſtreets, with their fabres drawn, 
cutting at any one that came in their way, and at- 
tracking houſes. This laſted near an hour, when, 
the interference of magiſtrates, and ſome 
military officers, the party were diſperſed. In 
the courſe of this buſineſs, the windows of a num 
ber of the inhabitants were broken ; and ſome figns 
torn down. A great number of perſons were 
lightly wounded, though none took any part in 
iving oppoſition to the affray. Charles Ranken, 
ſq. a Juſtice of Peace for the County of Antrim, 
ingendeavouring to take an artillery man, and after 
commanding his Majefty's peace by virtue of his 
office, was repeatedly ſtabbed at, and in a flight 
degree wounded. Mr. Campbell, Surgeon, hap- 
pening to be in a fireet through which the party ' 
were driving, one of them ran acroſs it, and made 
—— cuts at him, ſome of which penetrated thro 
is clothes, and flightly wounded him, The win- 
dows of a milliner's ſhop were broken, in which 
cockades were hung up for ſale. A man had his 
ear and his hand cut with a ſword. Happily no 
lives were loſt; and to the prudence and quiet de- 
meanour of the town's people it was owing. 
Taz houſes which ſuffered moſt were thoſe of 
Mr. M<Cabe, watch- maker; Mr. Orr, chandler ; 
Mr. Watſon, on the quay ; Mr. Johnſon, and Mr. 


Sinclair, public-houſe keepers in North ſtreet ; and 


15 1 
the ſhop of Miſs Wills, a milliner, in High- ſtreet. 
Their malice feemed principally levelled at the Vo- 
lunteers. Two of the dragoons received am- 
| + puniſhment from the ſwords of their officers.. 

— conſternation of the town may be eaſily ſup- 
Pray”: | | 5 EcE "oh 
IT wo cauſes have been aſſigned for this-unprovoked 
diſturbance : yiz, that there was a ſign of Dumou- 
rier at a ſmall publie-houſe in North ſtreet; and 
that a blind fidler who plays through the ſtreets at 
nighr, happened to be playing Ca Ira, a French 
air. With reſpect to the fign, it was erected before: 
there was any proſpect of a war with France; and 
the eircumſtance of its being there could not be: 
countenanced by the people, for few had ever heard: 
of it till the riot brought it into notice. As to a 
tune played by a blind mendicant, it is too trifling a 
cauſe to be ſeriouſly mentioned, though he depoled 
on oath that he never knew the tune in queſtion. 

's foon as intelligence of the riot reached the 

officers of the troops, at the barrack meſs, they uſed 
much activity in ſuppreſſing it. Great praiſe is due 
to the exertions of the Magiſtrates; but the rapidity 
with which the party forced their way through the! 
town, made it impracticable to ſuppreſs it till the 
. Injury was done. The gentleman. who commands 

the regiment now in barracks, Captain M Donnel, 
ſignalized himſelf by the moſt active exertions ; and: 
his regiment, the 55th, behaved'extremely well.— 
The circumſtance of General Whyte's abſence on 
other neceſſary duty, was much regretted ; but he 
returned to town inſtantly on hearing of the matter. 
A guard of 450 Volunteers ſat up during the night, 
and no farther harm enſued. | 9 14- 

On Sunday, the Sovereign, by requeſt, called 
a meeting of the town at three o'clock, to confi» . 
der of the beſt means of preſerving the peace, and 
bringing the offenders to puniſhment, In the mean 
time Major General Whyte had arrived from 
Carrickfergus, and gave aſſurances of his earneſt dew 
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complied with. | | 
Tux horſemen by whom principally this affair 
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fire to co-operate wi 


ſecurity and peace of the town. A committee was 


appointed by the town meeting to enquire into the ; 
cauſe of the diſturbances, and report to a future 


one, to be convened by them as ſoon as their re- 
port was ready. This committee conſiſted of 22 
amongſt whom were the Sovereign, High Conſta 


ble, and all the Magiſtrates reſident in town.— 


This committee, according to inſtruction, ſat at 
a quarter paſt fix pn Sunday evening.—General 
White was inyited to attend as a member, which 


he ſeemed rather to decline, but defired an in- 


terview with the committee, to whom he repeat- 
ed his good wiſhes for the peace of the town, 
and expreſſed his wiſh and his reaſons for de- 
firing that the volunteers who were aſſembled, to 


the number of 450, would diſperſe; as he bad 


ordered a patrole of officers, and a ſtrong guard o 

the 55th regiment, who have always behaved with 
order and regularity; and at ſame time pledged 
himſelf to call upon the inhabitants and join 
them himſelf, if any neceſſity required it. A depu- 
tation was immediately ſent from the committee to, 
the volunteers, with a paper ſtating theſe fats, and 
requeſting them to ſeparate, which they inſtantly 


* 


was conducted, were entire ſtrangers, having only 
come in on the morning of the riot, though they, 


ſeemed very well acquainted. with the ftreets and 


bouſes before night - fall. 


On Monday RIOT, the committee ſat by ad- 
, and proceeded to examine 


zournment, at ten o'clock 1 
witneſſes upon oath reſpeQing the rioters, for the, 


purpoſe of bringing the aggreſſors, whether ſoldiers 


or others, to juſtice; but a freſh aſſault being made by 


a trooper, on a poor unoffending boy, with 1 
expreſſions of menace which had been heard, ſhewe 


the neceſlity of removing them from 4 place which 


| th the civil power in bringing 15 
the offenders to puniſhment, and promoting the 


ee aw a i. 7 
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they had already ſo much inſulted. Upon the 
ommittee repreſenting this new fact to the General, 
e with. a readineſs which does him great honour, 
and deſerves the warmeſt applauſe, ordered nat 
only the four troops which came into town ou 
Saturday, but alſo the remaining two ot their regi- 
ment, which had marched 17 miles that morning, 
inſtantly to leaye town. TWo troops he had pre- 
viouſly ordered to parade in the morning, that ſuch 
. perſons as could identify any of the rioters, might 

45 an opportunity of doing ſo, and three of 
them were accordingly turned over to the civil 
power; but as the darkneſs of the hour, the ſimi- 
liarity of their dreſs, and the rapidity with which 
they executed their purpoſe, made it difficult ta 
bring conviction home to any who had been 
guilty of the moſt aggravated aſſaults, they were 
ſuffered to depart with their comrades, 2 
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| MONDAY, MARCH 1-3 O'CLOCK. 


THE Committee of the town of Belfaſt, appoint- 
ed by the inhabitants at Jarge, for the purpoſe of 
taking into conſideration the riotous proceedings of 
ſeveral troopers and others, on Saturday night laſt : 

Turek it proper to declare, that there is a per- 
fect co-operation between the very reſpectable cha- 
racter who commands his Majeſty*s forces in this part 
of the kingdom, Major General Whyte, and this com- 
mittee—andthat ſuch ſteps have, with the General's 
concurrence, and with this committee's, been taken, 
as will, it is believed, completely preſerve quiet 
and peace. = 5 

Tus public may reſt aſſured that every meaſure” 
will be adopted to bring the matter to a proper con- 


. 


clufion, ' 


„ ere — 


L 126 } 


Tr general canduct of the 55th regiment hay 


Ritherto been ſuch, as far as it falls within our 


5 knowledge asg to deferve the approbation of thix 


For felf and reft of the Committe, 
WILLIAM BRISTOW, Sovzrzion, 
CHAIRMAN OF THF, COMMITTEE. | 


Er has been matter of furprize to every friend of 
Belfaſt, living at a diſtance from it, that its inha- 


bitants fubmitted® without 4 murmur, and without 


the ſlighteſt exculpation on their part, to the moſt 
erroneous and deceitful accounts of the riots between 


them and the military. To obviate that error, the 
following Report is now firſt given in print. It was 


read in prefence of the people, aſſembled for the: 
purpole, and became a public property. It is 

rought forward in confutation of. thoſe who repre- 
fented the conduct of the tawn as indefenſible, be- 


cauſe it did not defend itſelf ; as well as for infor- 
mation to others, who reſpeQed the general conduct. 


of the place, but were deprived of every argument 
in its favor, by its filent acquieſcence,  _ 
Tuis Report was framed by the Committee, with 


an alteration made by Major General Whyte, then, 
in Belfaſt, commanding his. Majeſty's forces in 


this part of the kingdom, and lately inveſted with 
the Commiſſion of * Peace for the county of An- 
trim ; who thus united the functions of a Civil Magi- 
ſtrate with the efficient, powers of a military officer. 
Had it been adopted by the town. at large, it was to 
have been publiſhed as the act of the inhabitants, 


' with the concurrence of the General. The reader 
will in a moment perceive, by the manner in which 


the ſtatement was, drawn. vp, that no grounds 
whatever were laid to juſtify any attack... The. 


privates of a military corps, juſt arrived in a 
town, the inhabitants of which they were neceſſarily 


A. 2» K · o 


NN eo at 
unacquainted with, (having only marched in that 
morning) evow a# intention of committing an out- 
rage; and put it in practice in the clouds of that 
very Right, by attackin ſeveral houſes, and wourd- 
ing and maiming indiſcriminatelyß many inhabi- 
tants, peaceably walking about their buſmeſs.— 
The Report was rejected by the town, principally 
becauſe it contained an implication of diſaffection, 
| the exiſtence of which, in any degree whatever, 
would not be admitted. The lives and properties 
of the people are precarious indeed, if held at the 
' mercy of men armed by their profeſſion. Were 
ſuch inſtances. of inſubordination general. military 
diſcipline would be at an end, and the exiſtence of 
the ſtate itſelf endangered. —July 1793. | 


REPORT OF A COMMITTEE, 
Appointed at a town meeting, held-on Sunday, 1oth 
March, 1793, conſiſting of twenty-rwo Gentle= 
men, including er five Magiſtrates, 
and the High- Conſtable of the Barony of Belfaſt, 
to enquire into the cauſes and conſequences of a 
dangerous riot, which happened the preceding 

evening. n 5 
Rejected by the inbabitants at a town meeting, 
held on the 18th March; in conſequence of which 
ho authenticated account of this daring, pre- 
meditated, and unprovoked riot ever appeared.) 
IN diſcharge of the truſt re, oſed in us, we have 
heard the depoſitions of ſeveral witneſſes, ſolemnly 


examined on-oath before the Magiſtrates. 
Ix was proved, that between ſix and ſever o'clock, 
on the evening of Saturday, gth inſtant, an alarm- 
ing riot began, in which feveral houſes in the town 
were attacked and injured, and ſome of the inha. 
bitants wounded and maimed, by a number of 
dragoons of the 17th regiment, (who came into the 
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town on the morning of that day) aided by'twg 
JJ CT ab 
_ =. Trar by the active exertions of the Magiſtrates; 
bf Captain Bourne, Aid du Camp to Major General 
Whyte, and of the officers of the 17th dragoons 
cog} ge regiment of foot, it was ſoon happily 
quelled. ey "4 | | 
J Ir was proved, that ſome of the troopers; in the 
interval between their arrival in town and the com- 
mencement of the riot, had avowed their intention 
of committing 233 8 certain individuals, 
who had been repreſented to them as diſaffected, 
Far ſome of the rabble, conſiſting of ten ot 
twelve boys and ragganiuffins, (as the witneſs ex- 
preſſed it) act one dtrent or reputable perſon having 
appeared among them, had infiſted that a fidler it 
the ſtreet, who had been called on by ſome of the 
troopers to play God fave the King,” ſhould not 
lay it; and alfo afed diſſoyal expreſſions againſt his 
Majeſty," and all thoſe that took his part; that a 
=_ tone was thrown by ſome of the rabble, and that 
3 the troopers then proceeded to demoliſh the figns of 
= - Dumourier, Franklin, and Mirabeau. bas 
Taz public will judge, if theſe circumſtances 
ſhould be admitted as any palliation of the violent 
dutrages committed afterwards by the troopers, on 
the perſons and property of the unoffending inhabi- 
tants, whom the dragoons deemed diſaffefted ; ſome 


'l of whom they could have no reaſon of thinking ſo, 

= and who had not offered them the ſhadow of provo- 

= "en. = | 
Fou delicacy; and an earneſt with that peace 


and harmony ſhould be effeQually reſtored to the 
; . town, we forbear giving a. minute detail of the evi- 
=_ dence, which appeared before us; and we truſt that 
in future a perfect good underſtanding and concord 
will ſabfiſt in this town amongſt all his Majeſty's 
ſubjects, of every deſcription, denomination and 
profeſſion, 5 
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Wi have ſeen with indignation ſeveral erroneous 
repreſentations of this riot; tending more to enflame 
than to conciliate the parties, which this report will 
prove to have been groſs miſrepreſentations of it,. 
without authority without evidence“. . 
We cannot cloſe this report, without obſerving 
that the condut of Major General Whyte, com- 
mander in chief of his Majeſty's forces in the pro- 
vince of Ulſter, has given the higheſt ſatisfaction 
to the public, and that his vigilance, the judicious 
orders iſſued by him as commander in chief, and his 
ready compliance with the wiſhes of the inhabitants, 


evince that he is a ſteady friend to the peace of 


the community—and reflect equal honour on his 
prudence and hpmanity. Ni 


Belfaſt, 18th March, 1793. 


* Alluding, it is ſuppoſed, to unwarranted accounts of it 
publiſhed ia Dublia, 25 
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[The two following articles are not arranged accord · 


ing to their dates, but are inſerted in the order they 

ſtand, for the purpoſe of connection with what 
- precedes them.! 9 | 

ON Monday evening, the 15th of April, about 
eight o'clock, a party of the artillery and 38th re- 
3 who had arrived in this town on Friday 
aſt, attacked a ſign of the late Docter Franklin, 
which being made of copper and hung with iron, 
had withſtood the ſabres of the 17th dragoons but 
on this occaſion was laid proſtrate by the aſſiſtance 
of a rope. They then attacked and pulled down 


the ſign over the newſpaper office of the Northern 


Star. What their next enterprize would have been 
we know not ; but at this period, the arrival of the 
Sovereign, and a number of their officers, put a 
ſtop to the evening's amuſement. The ſigns, which 
had been removed to _ diſtance, were abandoned 


( 430 } i 
to their proper owners, and immediately replaced, —. 
None of the inhabitants were hurt on the occaſion, 


4 


SATURDAY night, 25th May, 1793, exbi- 
bited another of thoſe military affrays to which this 
town has been ſubjected for ſome time paſt. We do 
not wiſh to enter into a detail of the vio!ences com. 
mitted; ſuffice it to ſay, that ſome of the inhabi- 
tants were dangeioufly wounded, none mortally.— 
Mr. Birnie, who received a ſtab in his back, and 
was otherwiſe much hurted, is in a fair way of re- 
covery. The young, gentleman who, at the com. 
mencement of this diſagreeable buſineſs, purſued a 
your g man of Mr. Birnie's with his ſword, has, in 
a very honeurzble manner, made an ample apology, 
in conſequence of which, no law proceedings will 
take place. Captain Barber, of the arti.lery, has 
on this, as irdeed on (very other occaſion, fince he 
has been quartered in this town, behaved with the 
utmoſt propriety, diſplaying at once the ſpirit of a 
good officer, and the er Iu of a good man. 

IT is generally believed Mir. Buyie would have 
been killed, had it not been for the ſpirited exerti- 
ons of Captain Barber ard Lieutenant George, in 
aid of the Sovereign, | | 


Axcur the firſt of March 1793, the committee of 
the BELFAST REGIMENT framed the foilowing 
memorial, and they requeſted the cencurrence of the 
BELFAST BATTALION. Ihe committee of the bat- 
talion had acceded to the principle, and it only 
waited the vote of the reſpective bodies, at large, in 
order to be tranſmitted to the Lord Lieuterant. It 
was alſo intended to be propoſed to the yoluntecrs, 
by ſome members of the committees, — that in caſe 
the Lord Lieutenant ffould give a fawvouratle anſæ er, 
they ſnould in form General Whyte, that if a foreign 
enemy ſhould land in this country, the volunteers 
would place themſelves under his command. 
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To nis EXCELLENCY _ 
FOUN EARL OF WESTMORELAND, 
£ORD LIEUTENANT GENERAL AND GENERAL' GOVERNOR OF" 
| IRELAND. | 
The Memorial of the Volunteers of the Town of Bilfaft 
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, | | 
WE, your memorialiſts, aſſociated together in the 
year 1778, to learn the uſe of arms, for the pur- 
poſe of aiding in the protection of this kingdom, 
from foreign as well as domeſtic enemies.—Since' 
that period we never ceaſed to he embodied, and we 
always held annual reviews. ; 8 
We of late obſerve, with much regret, that we 
. are charged with diſaffection to the King, and to 
the form' of Government of this kingdom, in as' 


mach as we have, as armed' men, expreſſed our ſen- 


timents reſpecting the neceſſity of a reform in the 
repreſentation ' of the people, in the Commons 
Houſe of Parlian, ent. -We do hereby declare in 
the moſt ſolemn manner, that the charge is a vile and 
infamous calumny.—Tt is our warm attachment to 
the form of our government that induces us to be ſo 
ardent in the purſuit of the only meaſure which we 
think can perpetuate it. | | 

Wx have been charged with adopting French prin- 
ciples—it is true we have frequently teſtified our joy 
at the ſucceſs of France, when an hoſt of foes had 

enetrated into that country for the purpoſe of reſtor- 
ing the old deſpotiſm.— But this exultation at the 
triumphs of the French aroſe not from a wiſh to ſee 
all their practices (ſeveral of which we deteſt) in- 
troduced into this kingdom ; but becauſe that peo- 
ple were thus enabled to chooſe their own govern- 
ment—which we preſume, is the natural and unlien- 
able right of every people.—And this principle 
leads us to abhor the idea, of any foreign inter- 
ference with the people or government of our own 
country: — We have ſaid and do moſt certainly think 
that abuſes exiſt in the adminiſtration of the govern» 
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" ment of Ireland—but we wiſh to ſee theſe abuſen 
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corrected by the good ſenſe of the Iriſh nation, not 


by interference from abroad. ; 


I the year 1781, when we were involved in a 
war, the principles of which we diſliked as much as 
we do the preſent; when the fleets of the enemy rode 
triumphant on our ſeas, we ſtood forward and ſet an 
example to our brother volunteers, by offering our 


ſervices to government againſt invaſion of any kind. 


We preſume our conduct had its effect, and are 
convinced the idea of invaſion was then abandoned, 
from a knowledge of the ſtrength and diſpoſition 
of the volunteer army. — And let us aſk, ſhould an 
invaſion be now- meditated, is it by the few ſolitary 
regiments, ſcattered over this kingdom, that our 
enemies would be deterred ?—no—we are bold to 
ſay, with our countrymen, who ſpoke a few days 
ago from Dungannon—that the volunteers are the 
only ſure and natural defence of Ireland.  —© 
Wie hold it an incontrovertible fact, that citizens, 
by learning the uſe of arms, and employing them ia 
defence of their country, do not looſe or give up 
any of their rights : were it otherwiſe, why did we 
receive the unanimous thanks of both Houſes of 


Parliament after our interference, as armed men, in 


the recovery of our trade in 1779, the recovery of 
an Iriſh legiſlature in 1782, 421 the calling for a 
reform in 1783 ; Ry 
Ever ſince our original formation we have given 
energy to the law, and maintained the moſt profound 
tranquiility in this town and neighbourhood, and 
this has of late been attended with ſome difficulty, 


-owing to the recent introduction and wide extenſion 


of the cotton and other manufactures, which have 
brought with them a number of artizans from Man- 
cheſter, Dublin, and elſewhere, ſtrangers to the 
place, a few of whom introduced thoſe diſpoſitions 
of combination and outrage, to which this town 
was heretofore a ſtranger ; and the vigilance of our 
Magiftracy has had real cauſe on ſeveral occaſions 


. 
to recur to our bodies for aſſiſtance, and we are proud 
to ſay, they never called on us in vain, nor were 
our joint exertions ever unſucceſsful in reſtoring 
order. ; © ; 1 | | 5 33 1 | > 
Tunes times have we marched to the diſtance of 
twenty miles to enfarce the law and apprehend 
offenders—in all caſes we ſucceeded; and in two of 
them (the reduction of forcible poſſeſſions) we could 
not have done ſo without our artillety. The laſt 
inſtance evinced a regard for the law, bordering on 
adoration. N - | 

An abſentee landlord {Earl Hertford) had brought 
an ejectment agaipſt ſome of his poor tenantry, who 
lived ja a wild uncivilized part of the country, 
| whoſe anceſtors had lived in the place for upwards 
of a century, who were willing to pay the full rent, 
and whoſe principal crime was ſaid to be election op- 
poſition — notwithſtanding the peculiar circumſtances 
of the caſe—Notwithſtanding that the proprietor * 
the ſoil ſtood directly oppofed to this town in elee- 
tion matters —yet on the application of the Sheriff, 
who had been twice repulſed from the place, and 
who had applied to the military in vain, we inſtantly 
accompanied him to the ſpot, where after an obiti- 
nate reſiſtance of two hours, during which ume 
we expended upwards of forty rounds of cannon 
ſhot, beſides a ſmart diſcharge of muſquetry—we ob- 
tained and delivered to the Sheriff the poſſeſſion, 
and afterwards apprehended the offenders, who have 
NOS ſince convicted, and tranſported to Botany 

. 5 
A zw months only have elapſed, fince we re. 
ceived the thanks of Lord Hertford, of the Sheriff, 
and of the Magiſtrates of the county, aſſembled ar - 
the Quarter Selſions, for this exertion in ſupport of 
the law. Th 
Fox a long ſeries of years we have been in the 

habit of mounting guard, by rotation, in this town 
nightly, (when there was occaſion) under the di- 
rection of the Chief Magiſtrate; whereby our 


* 
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ment of Ireland but we wiſh to ſee theſe abuſe: 


corrected by the good ſenſe of the Iriſh nation, not 


by interference from abroad. Nei 85 
Is the year 1781, when we were involved in a 


war, the principles of which we diſliked as much as 
we dothe preſent; when the fleets of the enemy rode 
triumphant on our ſeas, we ſtood forward and ſet an 
example to our brother volunteers, by offering our 
ſervices to government againſt invaſion of any kind. 
We preſume our conduct had its effect, and are 
convinced the idea of invaſion was then abandoned, 


from a knowledge of the ſtrength and diſpoſition 


of the volunteer army. — And let us aſk, ſhould an 
invaſion be now meditated, is it by the few ſolitary 
regiments, ſcattered over this kingdom, that our 
enemies would be deterred ?—no—-we- are bold to 
ſay, with our countrymen, who ſpoke a few days 
ago from Dungannon—that the volunteers are the 
only ſure and natural defence of Ireland, —_ 
Wie hold it an incontrovertible fact, that citizens, 
by learning the uſe of arms, and employing them in 
defence of their country, do nct looſe or give up 
any of their rights : were it otherwiſe, why did we 
receive the unanimous thanks of both Houſes of 
Parliament after our interference, ag armed men, in 
the recovery of gur trade in 1779, the recovery of 
an Iriſh legiſlature in 1782, 85 the calling for a 
reform in 17832 5 15 
Evex ſince our original formation we have given 
energy to the law, and maintained the moſt profound 
tranquillity in this town and neighbourhood, and 
this has of late been attended with ſome difficulty, 
owing to the recent introduction and wide extenſion 
of the cotton and other manufaQures,. which have 
brought with them a number of artizans from Man- 
cheſter, Dublin, and elſewhere, ſtrangers to the 
place, a few of whom introduced thoſe diſpoſitions 
of combination and outrage, to which this town 
was heretofore a ſtranger ; and the vigilance of our 
Magiftracy has had real cauſe on ſeveral occations 
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to recur to our bodies for aſſiſtance, and we are proud 


to ſay, they never called on us in vain, nor were 
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our joint exertions ever unſucceſsful in reſtoring 


Taree times have we marched to the diſtance of 


twenty miles to enforce the law and apprehend 
offenders—in all cafes we ſucceeded, and in two of 


them (the reduction of forcible poſſeiſions) we could 


not have done ſo without our artillety. The laſt 
inftance evinced a regard for the law, bordering on 
adoration. | 9 | | 

An abſentee landlord (Earl Hertford) had brought 
an ejectment agaipſt ſome of his poor tenantry, who 
lived in a wild uncivilized part of the country, 


whoſe anceſtors had lived in the place for upwards. 


of a century, who were willing to pay the full rent, 
and whoſe principal crime was ſaid to be election op- 
poſition notwithſtanding the peculiar circumſtances 


of the caſe—Notwithſtanding that the proprietor of 


the ſoil ſtood directly oppofed to this town in elec- 
tion matters—yet on the application of the Sheriff, 
who had been twice repulſed from the place, and 
who had applied to the military in vain, we inſtantly 


accompanied him to the ſpot, where after an obſti- 


nate refiſtance of cwo hours, during which time 
we expended upwards of forty rounds of cannon 
ſhot, beſides a ſmart diſcharge of muſquetrry—we ob- 
tained and delivered to the Sheriff the poſſeſſion, 
and afterwards apprehended the offenders, who have 
ag ſince convicted, and tranſported to Botany 
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A FEW months only have elapſed, fince we re. 
ceived the thanks of Lord Hertford, of the Sheriff, 


and of the Magiſtrates of the county, aſſembled at 


the Quarter Setlioas, for this exertion in ſupport of 
the la“). | 
For a long ſeries of years we have been in the 
habit of mounting guard, by rotation, in this town 
nightly, (when there was occaſion) under the di- 


reckion of the Chief Magittrate ; whereby our 
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 townſmen have flept in quiet, without fear of the, 
nocturnal depredator ; and the conſequence of this, 
together with the unwearied. vigilance. of the Chief 
Magiſtrate, have been, that robbery is at preſent 


.... oi | 
= We have lately encreaſed our numbers, and re- 

novated our diſcipline ;. and this, it has been ſaid, 
with a view to intimidate the legiſlature: nothing, 
more falfe ; our objects are the ſame they ever were, 
the defence of our country. and the ſupport of the: 
law; let it not be ſaid however, that we are. by. 
any means heedleſs of reform: no l it is the firſt de- 

ſtre of our hearts; but this reform we only wiſh to 

proceed from the general will of our countrymen; 
and we earneſtly hope it may be granted by parlia- 
ment. But we are at all times ready and willing, 


to co-operate with government in oppoling any party. 


or ſet of men whatever, who ſhould preſume to im- 
Pole any plan or wild ideas of reform upon the Irin 
nation, whether they come from abroad or orgina-e 
Vous memorialiſts having thus ſtated their con- 
duct and their ſentimepts, beg leave to call your, 
Bxcellency's attention to an act of Parliament, 
which lately became law in this kingdom, entituled 
«© An act to prevent the importation of arms, gun- 
powder, &c.” and which act, as explained in paſſing 
through the Houſe of Commons, was intended not 
to affect our laudable inſtitutions, but to operate 
againſt certain diſturbers of the public peace, who: 
have kept ſereral counties of this kingdom in a fer- 


ment for ſome years paſt; and who ſtill continue 


their depredations; but to the very great ſurpriſe 
and aſtoniſhment of your memorialiſts, an attempt 
has been made to extend it to us. : RT 
Your memorialiſts therefore requeſt, that your 
Excellency.would give ſuch ditections, conformab.e 
to the ſpirit of that act, and to the manner in 
which it was explained, when paſſing into a law, 
ſo as it may not be extended in any manner 


e | 
to affect us. Or if that ſhall not ſeem expedient to 
your Excellency, that your Excellency would be 
pleaſed to grant ſuch licence as may enable us to 

eep our uſual} ſtock of ammunition, and to poſ- 
ſeſs and ufe our cannon as heretofore, in ſupport of 
the law, and in the defence of our country. 


— I FRONT Lol 


Wann, A *” _— 


As Belfaſt and the County of Antrim are deeply 

concerned in the Report of the Lords Committees, 

dated 1793, we give a verbatim copy of it, as 
far as thoſe places are alluded to. | 


% AN unuſual ferment has for ſome months paſt 
diſturbed ſeveral parts of the 'North, particularly 
the town of Belfaſt, and the County of Antrim; it 
is kept up and encouraged by ſeditious papers and 
pamphlets, of the moſt dangerous tendency, print- 
ed at very cheap and iuconſiderate rates in Dublin 
and Belfaſt, which iſſue almoſt daily from certain 


ſocieties of men or clubs in both thoſe places, call- ; | 


ing themſelves committees under various deſcripti- 
ons, and carrying on a conſtant correſpondence with 
each other. Theſe publications are circulated 
amongſt the people with the utmoſt induſtry, and 
appear to be calculated to defame the Government 
and Parliament, and to render the people diſſatiſ- 
fied with their condition and with the laws. The 
conduct of the French. is ſhamefully extolled. and 
recommended to the public view as an example for 
imitation ; hopes and expectations have been held 
up of their affiſtance by a deſcent upon this king- 
dom, and prayers have been offered up at helfaſt, 
from the pulpit, for the ſucceſs of their arms, in 
the preſence ok military aſſociations, which have 
been newly levied and arraved in that town. A 
body of men aſſociated themſelves in Dublin, under 
the title of the Firſt National Battalion; their uni- 
form is copied from the French, green turned up 
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with white, white waiſtcoat, and ſtriped trowſert, 
Seoul buttons, impreſſed with a harp, and letters im- 
pPeorting, ©*. Firlt National Battalion ;“ no Crown, 
t a device over the harp of a Cap of Liberty up- 
on a pike Iwo pattern coats were left at two ſhops + 
in Dublin, Several bodies of men have been col- 
Jetted in different parts of the North, armed and 
diſciplined under officers choſen hy themſelves, and 
compoſed moftly of the loweſt claſſes of the people. 
Theſe bodies are daily increaſing in numbers and 
force';—they have exerted their beſt endeavours/to 
procure military men of experience to act as their 
_ officers ;—ſome of them having expreſsly ſtated that 
there were MEN enough to be had, but that ori- 
CERS were what they wanted. Stands of arms, 
and gun- powder, to a very large amount, much 
above the. common conſumption, have been 'ſent, 
within theſe few months paſt, to Belfaſt and Newry, 
and orders given for a much greater quantity, which 
it appears could be wanted only for military opera- 
tions, Ar Belfaſt, bodies of men in arms are drilled 
and exerciſed. for ſeveral hours, almoſt every night, 
by candle - light; and attempts have been made. to 
ſeduce the ſoldiery, which, much to the honour of 
the King's forces, have proved ineffectual. The 
1 declared object of theſe military bodies is to procare f 
* | 2a Reform of Parliament, but the obvious intention t 
| of moſt of them .ppears to be to overawe the C 
Parliament and the Government, and to dictate to 8 
tl 
1 


L a a Lat oY * 


botb. The Committee forbear mentioning the 
names of ſeveral perſons, leſt it ſhould in any man- 

ner affect any criminal proſecution, or involve the 
perſonal ſafety of any man who has come forward to 

give them information. The reſult of their en- 
Aauiries is, That, in their opinion, it is incompati- 
"of ble with the public ſafety and tranquility of this 
kingdom, to permit bodies of men in arms to aſſem- G 

ble when they pleaſe, without any legal authority— no 

and that the exiſtence of a ſelf created repreſenta- no 
tive body, of any deſcription of the King's ſubjects, tai 


| ulld upon icſelf the 3 o * 3 | 
le, fing taxes or ſabferiptions to be applied at the 


diſcretion. of ſuch. repreſentative: body, or. of per- 
ſons deputed by them, is alſo Mac with ine 
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IT was agreed, that the following declaration be 
Publiſhed; and a bas of it tranſmitced to the Lord 


Chancellor. 3 18 n — 


Having ſeen in the report of the Lords? Com- 15 


mittrees, dated yth March, 1793, the following 
words, via. Prayers have been offered up at Bel- 
% faſt; from the pulpit, for the ſucceſs. of their 
«© arms,” meaning the arms of the French, in 

„ the prefence of military "allocidtions whieh have 

Gas been new! weed and arrayed in that town,” 

We, whole names are bereunto annexed; ſt 

miniſters of diſt n& Proteſtant Diſſenting Congregas 
tions in the town of Belfaſt, do hereby folemnly de- 
clare, each of us for himſelf, that the information 
given to their Lordſhips of the committees, upon 
this Tubject is, as far as concerns us, Nagy on 
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„ 


Jas BRYSON, 
| P. VANCE, | $20 
„ *. Wakb. BRUCE, D. D. N 
Principal of the Belfaſt ak ah 5 


n e Frobeh declaration of war againſt 
Great-Britain' and Ireland was known here, I did 
not pray for the Succeſs off their Arms;“ 1 do 
not recollect that Lever ufed the words; I am cer- 
tain that I never prayed for ſucceſs to the n 


arms before ally Wine aſſociations 
17 2 SINCLARE KELBURN.; 
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_ CERTAIN circumſtances having prevented me 
from attending the meeting of the Diſſenting Mini. 
ſters of Eelfaſt, on the lith inſtant ; at which they 
àgreed to exculpate themfelves from certain charges 
contained in the report of the Lords“ Committees, 
relative to them, by a ſolemn declaration, that the 
information given to their Lordſhips, on which the 
ſaid charges are founded, is totally groundle/s :—lIn 
this declaration, as ſubſcribed by the Revd. Meſſts. 
Bryſon, Vance, and Bruce, I for myſelf, fully and 
perfectly concur. _ 5 po | 
_- . Belfatt, March 12th, 193. OE 5055-: 
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Extrad of a public Letter, dated 11th March, from 
| "the Right Hon. Secretary Robert Hobart, to the. 
_ "Severeigh of Belfat iis En + 


$. a” 


„% YOU. will be pleaſed to apprize the leading 

Bf et Poa en in the armed aſſociations of Bel- 

_ Faſt, that it is deemed. to be the indifpenfible duty 

of government to forbid all unlawful meetings, un- 

der whatever pretence they may aſſemble, which 
ſpreads terror among his Majeſty's liege ſubjects 
and it will be right to acquaint them, that if aſter 
the warning held out to them by the proclamation, 
they ſhall perſiſt in their illegal aſſemblies, the Ma- 

giſtrates will think themſelves bound to diſperſe the 

'. 1ame, and bring the perſons concerned therein to 

the juſt puniſhment of the law. ; 

II is hoped that the proclamation will of itſelf 

have full effect, and that no perſon whatever, will 

attempt to violate the law in that behalf, eſpecially 

as ignorance thereof can, after ſuch warning, be no 

longer pleaded. If, however, any body of men 
ſhall,: in defiance of ſaid proclamation, appear in 
arms, it will then be the duty of the Magiſtrates to 
direct them to diſperſe; and if they ſhall tail to dii- 
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VVV 
erſe upon the order of the Magiſtrate, ſuch Magiſ- 
on wil arreſt the leaders of 15 5 


is to apply to General Whyte, who will afford him 


ſuch aſſiſtance as ſhall be neceſſary to enable him to 


carry the laws into execution. And, if any body 


ſhall. again aſſemble in arms in Belfaſt, and the 


neighbourhood, the Magiſtrate will exert himfelf to 
revent the ſame, for which "purpoſe, General 


power.. 
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hyte has directions to give eyery affiſtance in his 
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BY THE LORD. LIEUTENANT AND COUNCIL or 


— 4 PROCLAMATION, PETS. 


 WESTMORLAND, © 


WHERE AS it appears by the report from the 
Lords Committees, appointed to enquired into the 


cauſes of the diſorders and diſturbances which prevail 


in ſeveral parts of this kingdom, that certain ſeditious 


and ill affected perſons in ſeveral parts of the north 


of this kingdom, particularly in the town of Belfaſt, 


have endeavoured to foment and encourage diſcon- 


tent, and by ſeditious publications circulated amongſt 


the peaple, and calculated to defame the Govern- 


ment and the Parliament, have endeavoured to ren- 


der people diſſatisfied with their condition, and with 
the laws. 5 i 
Arp whereas it appears to us, by the ſaid report, 


that ſeveral bodies of men have been collected into 
armed aſſociations, and have been levied and array- 
ed in the ſaid town of Belfaſt, and that arms and 

gun powder, to a very large amount, have been ſent 


thither; that bodies of men in arms are drilled and 
exerciſed by day and by night, and that the declar- 
ed object of the ſaid armed bodies is redreſs of 
alleged grievances, but that the obvious intention of 
moſt of them appears to be to overawe the Parliay 
ment and the government, and to dictate to both. 


he ſhall be reſiſted in the execution of his duty, he 
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© Anp whereas theſe dan; erous and feditipus pro- 
ccedings tend to the er es of the public peace, 
the obſtruction of good order and government, to. 
the great injury of public credit, and the ſybverſion: 
of = conſtitution, and have raiſed great alarms in 
the minds of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects. 2 
Now we the Lord Lieutenant and Council, being 
determined to maintain the public peace N 
attempts to diſturb the ſame, and being defirous ta 
ore warn all ſuch perſons as might unadyiſedly incur 
the penalties of the law in this behalf, by concur- 
ring in practices of a tendency ſo dangerous. and 
. alarming, do hereby ſtrictly charge all perionswhom- 
ſoever, on their allegiance to his Vajeſty, to abſtain 
from committing fuck offences reſpectively. | 
Ap we do charge and command the Magiltrates, 
Sheriffs, Bailiffs, and other Peace Officers, having 
Juriſdition within the ſaid town of Belfaſt, and the 
_ ſeveral diftrifts adjacent thereto, to be careful in 
preſerving the peace within the ſame, and to diſ- 
perſe all ſeditious and unlawful affembiies ; and if 
they mall be refiſted, to apprehend the offenders, 
that they may be dealt with according to law. 
- Given at the Council- Chamber in Dublin, the 
_ nith day of March, 7939. EN 
Fits-Gihboo, C. R. Dublin, Charles Caſhel, Wa- 
terford, Weſtmeath, Shannon, Bellamont, Chas. 
Fitz-Gerald, Glandore, Dillon, Valentia, Pery, 
Sos ford, Clonmell, Loftus, Muſkerry, Mount-- 
Joy, Carleton, J. Beresford, J. H. Hatchinſon, | 
Lucius O'Brien, J. Blaquiere, H. Langrithe, T. 
Conolly, Theo. Jones, Hebt King, H. T. Cle- 
ments, R. Cunninghame, James Cuff, R. Hobart, 
D. Latouche, J. Monk Maſon, James Fitzgerald, 
RK. Longfield, Wm. Forward. e 
S GOD SAVE THE KING. 


Is compliance with the proclamation, the Volun- 
teers ceaſed to parade, or any longer to appear in 
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STRIOTURES on THE TEST, 


TAKEN: BY CERTAIN oF 


1 nn SOCIETIES or UNITED IBISHIMEN 5 
vn ANs WERS To 1. SAME ib 
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i G STRICTURE. 5 
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Po * A. B. in RP preſence of God do pledge aper to 
my country, that I will uſe all my abilities and inſu- 

« ence in the attainment of an impartial and adequate 

« repreſentation of the Jriſh nation in Parliament; and 

« as a means of abſolute and immediate necellity, 3 in 

© the eſtabliſhment of this chief good of Ireland, I will 

% endeavour, 4s much as lies in my ability, to forward a. 

_ * brotherhood of affection, an identity of intereſt, a 
| communion of rights and an union of power among Iriſh- 
v men of all religious perſuaſions, without which every 
* reform of Parliament muft be partial, not national, 
ap inadequate to the wants, deluſive to the withes, and 


« ;nſufficient for * freedom and * of this 7 


0 eountty. | 
| CO 2 I elt 

THIS Teſt, ori nally taken by "A Societies of United 
Irifhmen in Dublin, has ſince been adopted by a reſpectabie 
community of the ſame denomination in Belfaſt—affociated |, 
no doubt with the beſt views and for the nobleſt purpoſes, / 
but aQuated by a zeal more ardent in the purſuit of their 
object than diſcreet in the means of obtaining it. It has 
feacly | been rejected by other ſociet ies and individual en- 


. 


8 
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| a6 3. 5 
5 . in the fame cauſe, ' The following expoſition” of its 


prigeiples i is now made, in order to juſtify thoſe who havxe 


deelined entering into this engagement, to relieve thoſe who 


dave formed it from the conſequence of their imprudence, 


and to prevent others from e into 8955 = 
e ſituation, N | | | 


— 


7. Tais Ter profeſs to bind every n man 1 tales it, 10 ver * 
| ALL HIS. ABILITIES AND INFLUENCE, AND. TO -ENDZAVOUR 
AS MUCH AS LIES IN HIS ABILITY, to attain certain objects. 
I this be a mere rhetorical flouriſh, . it is improper in ſo j 
ſolemn an engagement, being calculated to deceiyey inſtead 

_ of inſpiriug any juſt confidence ; that is, if “ arr” ſignißeg 
only sour, every one may uſe as little as he pleaſes, and the 
perſons to whom he is. pledged know not what to depend on. 
If theſe words be conſtrued in their ftri# ſenſe, they imply 
that every duty and buſineſs. domeſtie, commercial, political, 
and religious, muſt be relinquiſhed till theſe objects be at · 
tained, unleſs he can devote all his abilities and influence to 


one object, and reſerye the reſt of them for zuother! 


2, One djeff. ta which the Society is bound excluſt vely of every 
el ber purſuit is, an 1MPARTIAL Repreſentation of the Triſh Nation. 
The word“ impartial, ” in its original ſenſe, which at the 
fame time agrees beſt with the purpoſe and ſpirit of the 
' * United Iriſhmen, 3 imports, that every man, adult or a minor, 
nay. every woman, in ſhort every rational being, ſhall have E 
equal weight in electing repreſentatives. In the moſt limited X 
 fgnification which can be admitted, it mcans—that every 
man of mature age ſhall have a vote for members of Parlia-. 
ment without regard to property; for it would be inconſiſtent 
with ' impartiality” to require a pecuniary qualification to 
enable him to exerciſe the elective franchiſe z to make liberty 
a vendible commodity ; to make a ſcruple 'of -taxing a man, 


bot none of hangiag him, by a law to which he had not 


conſented. This embraces a great variety of the moſt diffi- 
ceult queſtions in politics, upon which a wiſe man would he- 
tate to commit himſelf. It includes in particplar the ſub- 
ject of vnIversAL SUFFRAGE, reſpecting which the greateſt 
men of our own time have differed, It goes far beyond the 
American, and even the French conſtitution, which is 
reckoned rather a hazardous experiment; not to mention the 
Bxitich, OW? 1s 2 _ of ME and — 
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3. Tur teſt pretends to FO thoſe who take it, vo xNDEAVOoS 


as much as lies in their ability to forward A COMMUNION. 
OF RIGHTS and AN UNION OF POWER among Ii. 


men of all religious perſuaſiens ; that is, that all men ſhall have 
COMMON RIGHTS and. EQUAL POWER j that the majority ſhall 


have power in proportion to their numbers, and conſe- 


quently if the Roman Catholics be ten times as numerous 


as the Preſbyterians, they ſhall have ten times as much 


power; of courſe, being ſo great a majority of the people, 
they cos Frog into their hands the exerciſe of goverameat. 


the enacting and repealing of laws, the adminiſtration of 
juſtice, the eſtabliſhment of a religion, and the new-medel- 
ling of the conſtitution. This, and the preceding ſections, 
involve matter, with reſpect to which the wiſe, the learned, 
and the patriotic, for many generations have diſputed; but 
on which /ome of the United Iriſhmen pledge themſelves, not 
| only that they now agree, but that they will continue to agree, 
till the purpoſe be obtained; that is, till it be too late to 
change their minds. And though they ſhould change their 
minds before they have obtained it, they are ſtill to be 


bound by theſe mental chains to proſecute their rs even | 


| in contradiction to conviction and conſcience. 


AGAINST this enſnaring oath it is AAR Eh in every man to 


caution his fellow-citizens, and it is the duty of a miniſter to 


warn his people. This is more eſpecially. true, when they 


| are convened to diſcuſs a Sen quelign; under an-idea thas 


| they are pledged to reſiſt conviction and to perſiſt in error. 


4. As this teſt i is calculated to oblige men ALWAYS TO ba 
THE SAME OPINION, it is unphiloſophical and inconſiſtent 


with the dignity andprimary right of man freedom of thought. · 


As it engages them to perſevere, tho' they ſhould change 
their opinions, it is ſinful. As it prejudges the moft diffi. 
cult and important Principles, at the very time when they 


are about to be diſcuſſed, it is preſumptuous and uncandid. 


And as it is either impracticable or immoral, it cannot be 


binding, and ought to be openly e. leſt any one 


ſhould be deceived. 


Tax oath never to ſeparate until. the cones | 


ſhould be eſtabliſhed,” which was taken by the National 


Aſſemby of France wer: PF. had ae excluded from their 


yy Mk by the troops, © was a declaration, that they would per- 
zit in the diſcharge of the truſt committed to them by their 


| 


* 


a 


conſtituents—and therefore ſtrickly moral and obligatory. 
It implies no exception, nor refervation, except in caſe 6f 


 irrefiſtable force, coined or EY which are 2 45 er, 05 


ſtood to be excepted. e ee 
559 1 / 


Ir is creditable to this town a lag, that ſome indi 5 
viduals, and whole Societies of United Iriſhmen, have de. 
clined this oath OY no — a zealous as 455 of «ny 5 


brethren. 


ce: Tar ſeyle is not that of a teſt: je RY or Peg 1 dow 
not carry with it the deliberation, preciſion, or. perſpicuity 
of ſuch an engagement. It is declamatery, full of point and 


uttitheſis. It is the compoſition of a jeſuitical, a rhetorical, 7 
or ay enthuſiaſtie mind: for either through craft, vanity; or 


| precipitation, it is calculated to deceive. Thus, leſt the force 
of the word impartial” ſhould be diſcerned, it is yoked 15 
e 


« adeqrate;”” as if they meant the ſame thing: and 


anon of power ſhould ſhock the minority of the kingdom, 


it is fo ſmothered by a crowd of plauſible expreſſions, that 
many of thoſe, who have taken the oath, ſeem never to have 


obſerved the phraſe, In like manner * parthal” is involved 
in the blaze of à ſplendid, or the | fumes of a ſmoky 


phraſcology. The | French and American conſtitutions are 


at; that is, franchiſe is reſtricted to property: the Bri- 


tit, in its beſt days, was partial; for it excluded ſome civil 
and ſome religious denominations of the people from any 


ſhare in the government; The United Iriſhmen therefore 
ſwear, that theſe are no national, but dehuſtoe ; inadequate 10 
the wants, deluſive to the wiſhes, aud mn for the N 
and bap pings of a people. 8 

6. As the teſt does not fpeak'of any eds of time in which 


theſe changes are to take place, it muſt be underſtood of the 
preſent inſtant : ſor if it leave every one to defer thefe exer- 


| tions as long as he ſhall think proper, the Societies cannot 


act together; the Roman Catholics can have nòô ſecurity that 


they will ever act; and their emancipation muſt be gradual 


and progreſſive. While therefore the United Iriſhmen con- 


ceive themſelves ſubject to the obligation of this oath, they 


cannot vote for any thing ſhort” of 3 and awntverſab 
— | 


\ 
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7. Oarus concerning FUTURE opinion or belief, ——_ and. 


impriſon the mind. A rxxx-man loves and thanks even the 
enemy who would lead him to the truth, or convince him that 
he is in an error; becauſe he can avail himſelf of his kind 


neſs. But he whs has sworN, thinks he cannot change, 


and therefore hates even his friend that would diſturb his 


ignorant and bigoted repoſe, He accordingly affociates' only 


with his fellou jurors, who foſter his prejudices, influence his 


| paſſions, and throw duſt in his eyes; ſo that, when he iſſues 


from his club-room, and meets the old, ſtaunch and effectual 


friends of civil and religious liberty, he miſtakes them for 


dotards, ry and ſycophants. 1 
Ir is curious to obſerve, how generally and rapidly 


| CREEDS AND CONFESSIONS, even on political ſubjects, lead : 


to intolerance and ſpiritual pride; which naturally engender 
petu lance and rage, low intrigue, and diſingenuous artifice.. 


But even the ruſtic, when he heard two logicians diſputing 


in Latin, could tell, that he who ſeemed to loſe his temper, on 


n ** his cauſe. en. ww; 22 + "03 his 
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ANSWER _ 
WWE; 5 
Ol THE STRICTURES ON THE TEST OF. THE 
UNITED IRISHMEN. MPT 


6 I, A. B. in the preſence of God, do pledge myſelf to 


= my country, that I will uſe 4 my abilities and influence in 


the attainment of an impartial and adequate repreſentation 


 « of the Iriſh nation in Parliament; and as a means of abſe- 
« Jute and immediate neceſſity in the eſtabliſhment, of this 


chief good of Ireland, I will endeavour, as much as lies in 
«. my ability, to forward a brotherhood of affection, an identity 


« of intereſt, à communion of rights, and an union of power, . 


„ among Iriſhmen_ of all religious perſuaſions, without 


country.“ 


* which every reform in Parliament muſt be partial, not na - 


«. tional, inadequate to the wants, deluſive to the wiſhes, 
* and inſufficient for the freedom and n, of this 


986 
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en the deaveſh wiſh of whoſe heart jo, that hi 


_ countrymen ould love one another, unite, and be free, has 
read, with extreme concern, ſome ingenious, tho' ſretful, 
ſtrictures on the teſt taken by the United Societies of Belfaſt 


and Dublin. The paper appears to be written too much 


with the ſpirit of a partizan, who makes or exaſperates hoſli- 


lity, rather than with that of a patriot, anxious, at this time, 
| to extinguiſh the firit ſpark of civil diſcord ; or of a philan- 


thropiſt, anzious at all times, to maintain peace on earth and 
good will among men.—The argument ſeems cold eaſuiſtry; 


the ſtile berrays pique and irritation.-The one mult be re- 
futed; and with reſpect to alittle peeviſhneſs of epithet in the 
other, whoever notices it leaſt, will anſwer i it bell, and beſt 


| maintain his own ſuperiority. 


t. The objection againſt the uſe of the terms al! my alk. 
hy ant inflcnce, and as much as lies in my ability, is founded on 


a ſophiſm that runs like a flaw through the whole eompoſi- 
tion. Two ſenſes of a phraſe are taken, the moſt oppoſite 
that can be attributed to it: one the molt looſe, and ano - 

ther the moſt limited; one the moſt ſtrict and philoſophical, 

another the moſt vague and indefinite; and then the author 
holds them out, ſaying, of theſe 79 you muſt take one. He 
keeps ſwinging between the extremes of fgnification, and 
always ſhoots paſt che plain and accepted meaning which 
lies before him in common uſe and daily life. Ilis dilemma 
4s always fallacious from its partial enumeration. Theſe 
pPhraſes in the teſt are not addreſſed to rhetoricians who baſk 
in moonſhine, or to philoſophers who ſtrain at gnats of ob- 
jzections, but to the common ſenſe of common men. They 
are taken as they are underſtood, only in a popular accepta- 
tion, at what may be called their exchangeable value in the 


market of the world. The ſocieties neither promiſe, like 
the Diſciples, to forſake alt other purfuite, to ſuſpend all 


other duties, to make a perſonal abandonment which muſt 


ol itſelf prove public ruin, and deſtroy that credit and in- 
| Anence which we wiſh to poſſeſs for the purpoſes of the teſt: 
or, on the other extreme, do they make any rhetorical 


flouriſh, They fimply and fincerely promiſe, that by their 
own Ccxertions, and by any influence they may have on 
others, they will co-operate in attaining a particular end, ac- 
cording to their different * and opportunities, and as 


_—_ a Teo ei: 


(19) 


far as n ich coker neceſſary duties, . 
fo plainly implied that i is needleſs to expreſs ĩt. If hereafter * 
there ſhould be uo exertion on their part, or if their ations 
do not correſpond with their words, the public, whom they 
have atteſted to the conſiſtency of their conduct, muſt be 
their judge ; and the condemnation. of that public-is ' the 
penalty they muſt ſuffer. . The teſt is a ſtandard of meaſure- 
ment which they give to the public, in order to facilitate this. - 
judgment. Wibont ſuch a teſt, every one may indeed uſe 
as little exertion as he pleaſes,” becauſe there is none to 
whom he ſtands pledged, not even to himſelf ; whereas this 
teſt ſorms not only a public record which ob/iges him to exer- 
tion, if he has any regard to public opinion, but it iv a re- 
cord on the ſoul, an external conſcience which ſtimulates to 
duty, and fixes and embodies fogitive reſolution. ' Al! our 
abilities is a phraſe neither taken in its looſeſt nor in its 
| ſtricteſt ſenſe, and there is room enough to reſtſafely between 
the horns of this dilemma. It is taken by the people in a po- 
pular ſenſe, and they refer the derivative _ 4 the 
philoſophic ſenſe, to the college or the eloifter. 


a. In the ſame manner, the author of this bilions 6 | 

extracts every ſenſe out of the word impartial, except the ob- 
vious one. This term is evidently ſuggeſted by, and is ſolely 
referable to, that religious perſuaſion which is at preſent 
moſt partially excluded from civil rights, as the word « 3 
relates to u repreſentation i in Parliament, juſtly proportioned to 
the end in view the happineſs of the whole people. In- 
partial” is a plain word, expreſſive of a practical truth, that 
no government can ſatisfy our wiſhes which is not equitable, 
ſree from regard to party or perſuaſion, equal in its diſtribu- 
tions, alike to all; and he who interprets the term in any ſar- 
ſetched ſenſe, or invelves any ſpeculative queſtions in its 
meaning, is only catching at a ſtar and ſtumbling over ſtraws. 
The teſt turns its attention, merely, in the term made uſe of, 
to that monſtrous partiality which excommunicates and exiles 
a whole people, without one overt act on their part to juſtify 
ſuch oppreſſion; and were this prominent partiality done 
away, oiber ſpeculative queſtions, like thoſe alluded to, might 
come under political diſcuſſion, which need not new be 


anſwered, as they are not now in contemplation. Even on 


62 


the foppoſition of their being agitated at preſent, I eannor 
think the term impartial could ever be found inapplicable; 
but it is enough to repeat, that the word is here plainly ap- 
_ plied to the Roman Catholics, who have. ſound in govern- 
ment nothing but grievance, and in law, nothing but penalty. 
He ſays that we are bound: 10 one objett excluſively of every other 
nc page moſt e de have Ade before. 


3. Tux. teſt pledges thoſe. who take it to endeavour as 
much as in them lies, to forward a brotherhood of affec- 
tion, an identity of intereſts, a communion of rights, and an 
union of power, among Iriſhmen of all religious perſua- 
fions. The verb, to forward, which is connected with all 
this portion of the teſt, has been wholly, overlooked by this 
gentleman, and if attended to muſt comprehend and conciliate 
all parties. The end in view is a reſorm impartial and adequate, 
The four articles common affection, common intereſts, com- 
mon rights and common exertion, (the true meaning of 
nnion of power,” not that which the author ſtrains from it) 
are the means immediately to be put in train ſor attaining 
this end, the four wheels which are to carry us progreſſively 
to the goal, to perfect equality of rights, intereſts, ſranchiſcs 
and privileges ; reſiſting any aſcendancy of party in the com- 
mon - weal, is declared to be a meaſure neceflary to and im- 
plied in an adequate repreſentation. If that object be deſira- 
ble to-morrow, the means muſt be put in forwardneſs to-day ; 
but many things prove, and among the reſt the ſtile and ſen- 
-timents of this paper, that we are ſtill far from having a bro- 
: therhood of affection, that an intereſted attachment to ſes 
takes place of ſocial union, and that a part is in the conſi- 
deration, of many, greater than the whole. Under this im- 
— (not only diſtant from the goal, but the wheels 
broken) we lament, that a ſyſtem of legal and conſtitutional 
eren th is at preſent impractieable, that ſome plan of penu- 
rious policy will take its place; yet this teſt engages us never 
to loſe ſight of the complete redemption of the nation, and 

as we value the end, to forward the means with unremitting 
activity. Did cemplete enfranchiſement take place this in- 
ſtant, there could not happen for a long time an equality of 
political power, the acquiſition of which muſt in its nature 
depend on the gradual acquiſition of property, and therefore 


. 


"© wp ) 


| be gradual itſelf. As is Catholic landlord n his 


Proteſtant tenantry, the Proteſtant landlords muſt ſtill have 


| influence over theirs, proportioned to the overplus of pro- 
perty in their hands at preſent; and during this interval, the 


mental ſubjection complained of, tho“ by no means juſtly, 
muſt diſappear. But it is laughable to hear this gentleman 


| forming his ratios between the political power of the Catho- 
lics and Preſbyterians, as if the latter had a ſhare in the go- 


vernment to give away; as if their clergy had contrived to 
eraſe the word Proteſtant, and put Pre/byterian aſcendancy 


in its place; as if they were not themſelves fed by royal 


bounty; as if there was any national government; as if the 


people had any controul over eſtabliſhed legiſlators, eſtabliſh- 


ed Judges, and eſtab'iſhed clergy. Whatever the Preſbyte- 
rian clergy may ſigh for, the laity are pretty unanimous in 
wiſhing for the SOVEREIGNTY OF THE PEOPLE, NOT OF .ANT 
PARTY 3 THE ASCENDANCY OF CHRISTIANITY, NOT OF ANT 
Enoncm': : but what ſhould be condemned is that hauteur 
which this gentleman and others aſſume in ſpeaking of the 


Catholics, when there is little difference between them, when 
the nation is unrepreſented, and when every law is truly 


penal which uſurps a right, and confirms the uſurpation.— 


We mufl all knock at the door of out excellent conſtitution, 


and if we are to gain admiſſion to the rights of man, wliy 


ſhould not they We have no conſtitution to give or grant, 
but muſt ſtrive to get one. By ourſelves we ſtrove in in, 


and we muſt now ſtrive all together. 


« Tho! they ſhould chagks their minds before they have / 


obtained it; theſe words muſt mean, that tho' beſore the 
attainment of a reform, we ſhould perceive the danger of a 
communion of rights, yet by the Teſt, we ſhould ſtill be 


bound to 'procure it. Not at all.—The Teſt binds to two 


things, adequate reform, and communion of rights; and 
ſhould it appear, that the latter would be deſtructive of the 


former, as it would in that cafe be impoſſible to procure them 


conjointly, one mult neceſſarily be relinquiſhed ; ; which ſhould 


give way, the end or the means, is plain, and in this caſe the 


ſociety is not only juſtifiable but bound to change 1 its mind, 
as well as the proſecution of their plan in ſome of its parts. 


4. ; . * 10 » 


4. The Teſt, it is ſaid, obliges men always to retain the 
fame opinion. I deny the aſſertion. It is merely to make 
conduct conformable to this proſeſſion of principles. 1 vo- 

luntary took the Teft, becauſe the truths contained in it ap- 
pear to me ſo indubitable that the whole frame of my mind 
muſt be changed befere I change my opinion. This change 
is by no means impoſſible, but it is ſo highly improbable, 
that acting as every man muſt do on high probability, I do 
not heſitate to pledge myſelf to my eountry that my conduct 
fhall coineide with my declarations; and if fo improbable a 
thing ſhould. happen as a change of opinion, I ſhould not 
keſitate to declare openly that alteration, and throw myſelF Fo 
on the verdict of my country whom I have attefted as wit» 
© neſs, and whom I appeal to as judge. I ſhould in like manner 
engage to continue z chriſtian, tho” it is poſſible my future 
belief in that doctrine may be ſhaken, When the National 
Aſſembly of France even fwear that they will fupport the 
eonſtitution as eſtabliſhed in 90 and 91, are they obliged for : 
ever to retain the ſame opinion of that conſtitution as they 
do at preſent. The Teſt is folely meant to bind a man from 
_ altering his conduct when he does yet change his opinion, to 
prevent him paltering with his conſcience, and prevent his 
tergiverſation. H a man really, and bena fide changes his 
opinion, no teſt, nor no oath: could be binding; and if his 
conduct be the ſame when his principles are changed, he 
muſt ſin to his conſcience, and is perjured in that caſe, not 
for breaking his oath, but for keeping it. No oath could be 
taken without an exception of this kind, for he: who ſwears 
that he will always be of the ſame opinion, ſwears to an im- 
poſſibility. If our declaration continues without diſavowal 
on our part, and our conduct eontradicts it, we ſtand falſify- 
ed to the public: if our principles change and our actions 
do not change along with them, we are condemned by our 
e | | | 
F. The ſtile of this Teſt is ſaid to be es. full of 
point and antitheſis. I cannot diſcover through the whole 
one ſentence that is not ſubſtantial : one figure of rhetoric, 


one pointed ſtroke, or one contraſt of words and fentiments 
which creates an antitheſis, To aſſert indeed that two nu- 
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merous ſocieties with the beſt views and the nobleſt pur- 
poſes,” would voluntarily and deliberately form, take, ten- 
der, and adhere to an * enſnaring oath, the compoſitioa 


of a jcſuitical, rhetorical, or enthuſiaſtic mind, leading' ts 
intolerance and ſpiritual pride, and naturally engendering 
petulance and rage, low intrigue, and difingenuous artifice,””- 
is not merely a verbal antitheſis. It is an antitheſis of the 
heart. It is but let me reftrain myſelf. He is my coun- 
tryman—perhaps my friend. How can I make ule of the 
weapons of inveCtive, when in the oppoſite ranks I think 1 
ſee a brother . The Teſt is ſufficiently definite and preciſe 
for the common acceptance of many ſenfible and ingenuous 
men; and the numbers that have taken, and arc daily taking 
it, ſufficiently prove that it4s-ſo. It is not in the power af 
words to ſatisfy a lawyer or a logician. One multiplies 
words, and the other ſplits meaning, until a plain head is he- 


wildered, and a candid heart is diſguſted. The ſtile of the 
teſt is a trifle.—Are the ſentiments juſt ?—ls4ts ſpirit honeſt ® 


6. Taz United Iriſhmen would certainly vote for imme- 


diate and univerſal enfranchiſement to the Catholics z but if 


prejudices be ſtill ſo ſtrong. as to make total emancipation im- 
practicable, and that all the people of Ireland cannot as vr 
enjoy by law, what they are entitled to by nature, by merit, 


and by ſufferings; the ſocieties will ſtill congratulate their 
Catholic brethren that their load has been lightened, that 
their deliverance is only protracted, and they will felicitate 
themſelves, in having been, as they will be, in the misfor- 
tunes of their countrymen, faithful allies; in their proſpe= 
rity (if it ſhould arrive) rejoicing friends. They, indeed, 
would make no terms with ſuch a ſyſtem of proſeription; nar 
enter into any compoſition with an evil principle, abhor- 
ring as they do, that manichean policy which gives equal _ 
ſway to the divine genius of the conflitarran and to the de- 
mon of deſtruction. | 


Fax from temporizing expedients, or from allowing penat 
lau to debauch the ſpirit of that conſtitution, they would 
eject the incongruous and contradictory phraſe from its very 
language. Far from huckſtring the rights of man, or fare- 
falling the bounties of God, they would like that divine word 


| 


5 Ps 6 ah - 


Sd which ſaid, let there be light, and chaos became order; pro- 
claim, let there be liberty throughout the land, and the pre- 
fent confuſien would be peace. No. Not a perchance of 

_ perſecution ſhould remain, not a ſuggeſtioa to intolerance, 

not a torpid ſtatute which might find in the breaſt of any 

bigot heat and venom. If this people really be as they are 

_ deſcribed, let open war be made on them; raze their habi- 

tatious and ſow ſalt around them; but if they be miſrepre- 

fented, let no aukward and bungling compromiſe be made 
with ſuch ruinous error, nor let the public mind and capa- 
eity be kept a ſterile ſwamp, as long as foreign influence aud 
intereſt may think proper to retard its cultivation. Had 
this brotherhood of affection; ſameneſs of intereſt, union of 
rights and of exertion been propoſed and proſecuted 50 years 
ago, the preſent would be a prouder day for Ireland, but | 

Rill its adoption now may anticipate half a century the 

conſummation of civil and political religious freedom. 

Our eyes may ſtill ſee our country thrice bleſt before they 

cloſe for ever. Much progreſs in the converſion of the Pro- 


= 


teſtant mind to ſound political juſtice, and public morality, 


Bas been made in a very ſhort time, and the objections offer- 

ed to comprehending the Catholics in the conſlitution, are 

fluch as ſtrike moſt at firſt fight, but the effect of all reaſon- 

ing and conſideration on the en has been to leſſen the 
frft impreſſion. 


7. Tux teſt is not an 1 nor are the terms tte 
It is not an oath, becauſe neither they who take it, nor the 
public, to whom it is addreſſed, underſtand it as an oath. No 
man can be entrapped” by giving a ſimple expoſition of the 
principles which he maintained before his entrance into the 
fociety, and which if. he does not maintain, he is unfit to be 
à member. There is always a medium between the extremes 
'of this gentleman, and he would puſh us thro' the river while 
the bridge is juſt beſide us. This teſt is a ſerious, manly ma- 
nifeſtation to our country and to the world, of our political 

prineiples and our intended practice. 1 


Ir is the eſſence of an oath to refer immediately to the 
Arinity In the one, we invocate the vengeance of God as 
the penalty. In the other, we reſign ourſelves to the judg- 
ment of the public. 'The breach of the one is perjury. That 


"49+ 


common cauſe, done in a ſolemn manner, and with a mean« 


is plainly a gradation and ſcale of obligation, or we could 
not think that God would puniſh more ſeverely the breach of 


an oath than that of a promiſe. There may be a promiſe. 
— eee ee . an oath Ws N 


15 kerieteſt rige of all. 


Ir is ſaid, that the teſt will bind an FEES FTA man as 
ſtrictly as his oath, and ſo will his bare promiſe ; but it is not 


the leſs true, that in general opinion, a teſt of this kind is as 
much a ſuperior obligation to a promiſe, as it is inferior to 
an oath ; and in forming n we maſt take the world ge- 
nerally, not individually. A teſt without having either the 


ſanctions, or incurring the penalties of an oath, takes a much 


ſtronger hold of the mind and memory, than mere nominal 


ſubſcription, often forgotten, ſometimes contradicted, It. 
bells in a Society: better, and gives it greater energy. In- 


ſtead of a mind, unaſſimilated, aggregate, beaten out to a 
large ſurface, without ſtrength or coheſion, it compreſſes into 


a ſolid maſs. Without it, there was, as there would be, voli- 


tion without, and zeal without, activity. I am very ſenſible 


that ſtrong attractions generate ſtrong antipathies ; but may 


not too much nicety and faſtidiouſneſs of conduct, or of eri ; 


ticiſm, have worſe effects, by cutting the mind off from the 


| aQive, living maſs, wrapping it up in a ſort of ſullen inſula- 
tion, and changing to a Four of ſalt, what was a pillar of 


-. ſociety. 


Tur gentleman ede 880 pins the web of fophiſtry 


by confounding the effects of religious crceds and confeſſions, 
impoſed by human authority, uſurping the rights of God, 
with an engagement purely civil, voluntarily entered into be- 
tween man and man; and by ſuborning the principles of 
Proteſtant Difſenters to give evidence againſt their preſent 
moſt honourable conduct as men and citizens. | 


1 concLvve by ſaying, that the author of this paper de- : 


| ſerves much greater credit * his courage, than his pru- 


of the other, notorious political — The one tas <3 
the ſeal of religion impreſſed on it. The other is a permanent 
ſymbol, a. civil bond of attachment to each other, and to a 


ing and effect beyond the obligation of a mere promiſe. There 
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j and 1 ehink much the ſame of him as of Iäsdes to £5, 


whom the Ephori decreed a erown in honour. of the valoue 


ne had difplayed, but impoſed on him a heavy fine, for hay- 


n wire either ier buckler. © 
| been g jig . 


„ „ 
a THE rack or THE UNITED IRSEMEN, | | 


——— 


ys * will be necefſery in reading the following btrichures, 


to obſerve that thoſe words or paragraphs which are in 
ftalics —$MALL cAarTaALts, or CAPITALS, are quotations 

either from che teft itſelf, or from the defence. . pub» 
'Hſhed on * 21ft ult. 


opRON eaarrnoal, £ 4 20 nur r we 4 war; 
+ CY) 9 Vn. 4X T worTOor, 
2 FEnerar. Buckir, 44. 
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; ee rin altogether; if nt, as Haves you cane 
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"THIS FY io an inſtrument, ealulated to affect the ſenti- 


ments and conduct of the nation on a very important 


queſtion. ' Its ſtructure and tendency ſhould therefore be 


freely and minutely examined: and though it may be impoſ- 


ble to criticiſe-it without ſome-reference to the mind which 


| conceived it, and the hands which put it in motion, it muſt 


nevertheleſs be diſcuſſed. Truth muſt never be ſacrificed out 
of tenderneſs to error. It has accordingly been taken to 


pieces. It has been demonſtrated that if underſtood in a 


:literal ſenſe, it is abſurd, immoral, and ineffective. This 
ſenſe is therefore not only given up by its advocates, but 


| eagerly diſelaimed. Nay, an attempt to give it this conſtruc- 


tion has been ſtyled captious and abſurd: This is what 
— EI" expected and waited for, He 


. 


wiſhed. to knaw whether this interpretation. * be ahan · 


doned, before he proceeded. to complete hie plan. Lie has 


now aſcertained; that the melt zealous friends, of this —_ 


ment, relinquiſh the grammatical ſigaification ; and that he 
may, © without: interruption, attempt to _ 50 wr bor 
rbuorical ſenſe, it is t nn. 


Tur rhetorical ſenſe of an oath is ſuch a ns idea, | 


that he would not uſe the expreſſion; could he find. another 
to deſeribe the conſtruction now-given-to the teſt; but when 
he conſiders the capricieus fignifications: which ite interpres 
ters have impoſed on the plaineſt words, he myſt _—_ m_ 
they have been ſwearing 11 Geer 8 


Wn ane: now taught - 


- 3ſt. Dua v a teſi e is not wii | 


lie, nor conſequently rt e as an gath.. 


ad. Tuar by this engaget 
a much of his abilities and ĩnſſuence as he can ſpare. . 


3d. Tur an impartial reform is ſynonimous with a parſial 
one, and may exclude a great majority of the free agents of 


the Iriſh nation (even leaſeholders for 999 years) proyided 


it include Roman Catholic aa. 


| Ath. Naar AN UNION, or POWER among linen of all re · 


ligious perſuaſions fignifies only common exertion, ang that thou b 
this is @ means of IMMEDIATE, neceſſity, it is only to be 1 2 

warded PROGRESSIVELY on four wheels ; or, as it was lately ex- 
preſſed, from time to time, as ſpredily as the circumſtances of {be 


| e ite welfarg of the-whola tingdom will permit 


5th. Tua r the teſt does not oblige men always to. retain the 
fame opinion; that they are, conſequently, bound only while 
they are taking it: becauſe they may change their opinjons 
the next moment, in which caſe, no teſt, no oath can bind them; 


that many, perhaps all, may have changed their minds, and 


conſequently at this day neither their * nor their 
tons 620 e upon * enen. 
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ta man is bound to uſe only 


6 0 ; ; 


And, Git; that if before | the attainment ifs Hef; we flow. 
: perceive the danger of a communion of rights, the Catholics ny 
be left in the lurch, confiſtently with this 1 4 


ra the help of theſe data, let us now el this 
| Highgate oath, agreeably to the mental reſervations of one 
he the United, Iriſhmen and its ableſt defender. | 


5 4 4. . do not ſwear, but merely, inthe ptchince of God, | 
pledge myſelf io my country, that, till I think better of it, / will: 
w/e av much of my abilities and influence as I can ſpare in the at- 
4ainment of a partial, which I deem an adequate repreſentation 
of the Triſh nation in Parliament 3 and as a means of abſolute and 
' IMMEDIATE Wee in the eſtabliſhment of this chief good of 
Trelend, I will, unleſs I change my mind, endeavour as much 
at lies in my inclination, o FORWARD PROGRESSIVELY 2 bro- 
tberbood of affeftion; an identity of intereſt, a communion of rights, 
and a common exertian among triſomen of all religious per ſuaſions ; 
without which every reform in Parliament muſt be partial—and, 
any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithſtanding, 
I pledge myſelf in the preſence of God, that no partial re- 
form can be national, but muſt be inadequate to the wants, de- 


a lu LE wiſhes, and 10 en W. the happineſs * freedem 


v7 2 28 
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Tui ſeems to be the foir rit gh, bor be i it e e 
28 it will, it cannot anſwer any valuable purpoſe.” "There arg 
but three ends, that ſuch an engagement can be intended to 
rn! to one's Sa his aflyciajes—ar to wa 


1. wren 80 o to the 8 himſelf, I cab that the 
braſcology of an oath is of little importance. It is an affair 
ween him and his Maker, who are both acquainted with 
the real intention. But at the ſame time it is altogether un- 
neceſſary to expreſs his ſentiments by words, to him Who 
ſearcheth the heart. Though the ſtyle, however, be a conſi- 
deratien of no moment, the purpoſes to which we bind our- 
ſſelves ſliould be careſully ſcrutinized ; and their character 
has been well expreſſed in theſe worde—the truths contained in 
the oath or vow bold appgar 10 be fo indubitable, that the whole 


( TY J.\ 
Jrame of my-mind muſt be. changed before 1 tax change wy inte. 


Now men who have had much commerce with wiſe men, or 
with themſelves, will admit, that ſuch truths are not v 
numerous; and that as few of them belong to the claſi of 
politics as to any other branch of knowledge, As a remark- 
able inſtance of this truth, I ſhall quote ſome lines from a 
Vork, which I eſteem the moſt exquiſite morſel of genius and 
eloquence that this iſland can boaſt ; as I eſteem the reputed 
author to be the moſt eminent ornament and ableſt advocate, 
decus & tutamen, of the Catholic cauſe. If ſuch a perſon 
has changed, as, I am well informed, he has, which of the 
United Iriſhmen will pretend to be immutable ? * [See note.] 
Such a vow is therefore altogether unneceſſary and preciple 


tate. If there be any danger of a change of opinion, it is 


raſh ; if there be 1 none, i it is OO amr" X 


4 . 
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TEES | ORELLANA, ern LETTER. .... 

. Tar ous Mmieforturn of the Catholic religion. jn this 
eauntry ariſes from this circumſtance, that there is little or 
no diſtinction of rank among its proſeſſors, and of conſe- 
quence ſew men of weight and eſtimation to ſweeten that 
leaven of intolerance and perſecution, which in other per- 


| ſuaſiqns is not perhaps leſs in quantity, but is well tempered _. 


by numbers in the middle and ſuperior ranks of life; who 
gently inſtil into the minds of thoſe beneath them the milk 
of human nature.—-lt is chiefly on this account that the Ca- 
tholics at this day are abſolutely incarasie. of making a 
good uſe of political liberty, or what is the ſame thing, of 
political pcwer. I ſpeak the ſentiments of the moſt enlight- 
enced among them, and I afſert it as a fact, that the moſt able 
men ĩa that body are too wiſe to wiſh for a COMPLETE exten» 
fion of civil franchiſes to thoſe of their own perſuaſion; and 
the reaſon is, becauſe they well know that it muſt require 
the proceſs of time to enlarge their minds and meliorate their 
hearts into a capability of enjoying the bleſſing of freedom. 
I do not think it at all ſurpriſing that an enlightened Catha- 
lic, on ſeeing his Prateſtant brother almoſt certain of poſ- 
felling a. reform, ſhould exclaim with Eſau, * is there not 


[The anſwer to the. Strifures js Suppoſed to have been ve ly 
jbe author of Orellana.] | 


. 


. It ig, equally vain to imagine, tbat a rhetoricaly.va 
and declamatory form of words, requiring ſo much 1 ingenious 
_ pm and liable to be ynderſtood i in ſuch a — 
ſenſes, can give any afſurance even to aſſociates. It can ne- 

prevent a man from altering his conduct when. he. does nor 
Tre bis opini -for if he be goth of acting contrary. to. 
his a he will make no icruple of belyi ng his opinis | 
on, or pretending to change it; eſpecially as he has been 
taught that his declaration does nat refer immediately to the 
- Deity, who is the ſole witneſs of his diſimulation, but to 
country, from whom he can conceal it : that lic does not ind. 
cute the vengeance of God, but fimply reſigns himſelf to the 125 
ment of the public, who know nothing of the matter: ang 
— that his crime i is not perjury, but ſecret political” inconſiſtency. 


3. Now if. a man may ſlip out of this nooſe without the 
knowledge of his affociates, how can an engagement frem 
which he is at liberty to ſwerve upon every change of opini- 
on, reſpecting very nice and difficult D Crna oy any. ſes 


faul,. e 2 


Tus oath, then, . we i—s 
| good purpoſe; but, like all other engagements of this kind, 
it has a lamentable efficacy in ſomenting bigetry, and. banrſh+ 
ing liberal and enlightened men from every ſocicty in which it 

1 impoſed. It ſeems to inſpire. thoſe who have taken it with 
à notion thas Hey: are ee r from » whom. alone may 
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one biens leſt ?—Blefs me, even me alſo, 01 my country;“ 
but when that ſame man conſiders calmly, his ſituation, he 
reſigns himſelf to the ſeatence of fate, and for a time is con- 
tent to ſerye his brether. May that time be made a ſhort 
one, by their own laudable exertions ! May the light of 
true Fr illyminate their minds and ſoften their hearts! 
May the gradual diffufien of property, while it ingrafts their 
affections upon the ſoil which ſupports them, communicate 
at the ſame time a ſpirit to maintain what their induſtry has 
acquired ; give them ſelf-eſtimation, conſcious dignity, and, 
in ſhort, that republicaniſm of foul which will announce to 
the world that the people who poſſeſs it are IgE by the 
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eo-ntry can hope for redemption, and that politicat ortho- 
doxy is confined within the pale of their ſociety. . 
ſhould conſider, that whatever may be thought of their i in- 
tentions, theſe aſſociations are condemned and ſhunned by 
thoſe who formerly gave ineonteſtible proof of wiſdom and 
patriotiſm ; that many of the moſt enlightened and liberal 
men in the nation think they have greatly injured the Catho- | 
lic cauſe; and that, by the precipitate and unqualified man- 
ner in which they have forced. the queſtion, they have. 
awakened. antipathies and prejudices which had ſlept for 50 
years. To come nearer home, they have expoſed the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters of Ulſter to groſs miſrepreſentation and 
groundleſs calumny—they have nearly annihilated the ho- 
nourable. and uſeful influence which the town of Belfaſt 
maintained i in the adjacent country; and if the juſtly popular 
candidate for the repreſentation of the county of Antrim, 


| ſhall meet with any ſerious oppoſition or if the union and 


independence of the county ſhall be endangered, it will be 
owing to the violence and imprudence of thoſe who attempt- 
ed to connect the independent intereſt with the Roman Ca- 


tholic queſtion. 


de their Ay of a the 
writer of theſe ſtrictures muſt ſay, that no man wiſhes more 
ardently for the time, when the good of the whole kingdom 
will admit of a complete coalition among its W no 
No man more zealouſly exclaims— ; 


* Qui fals erit diſcordiarum }—Eoquando- communem 
* hanc eſſe Patriam licebit ? 


; When ſhall our difſentions * an VE When may we 
conſider * as our common onTy Lmo March a, 1792. 
i lab. 
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+ T8apDas was a RETRO though he fought naked, 
* without ſhield or buckler,” againſt an enemy armed at all 
Points, returned victorious and without a wound, after erert- 
ing himſelf to ſave his nme. being” ruined in one day 

by a boſt 6f Baotians. 
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F "to Tur CONTINUATION or 4 „ 
- STRICTURES ON THE TEST or EN | 
en Soc N * UNITSD IRISHMEN.. 
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ur coat 3 ſeam, woven from the To W 
_ ©, out, let us not rent i In veſte varietas fit, keinen 
non fit.” _ 2 | he 


0 HE continuation of Strictures on he Tell, adds 2 new 
colour, but no new light to the ſubject. Aſter having dark- 


ened plain meaning by verbal criticiſm, it is now made to 


aſſume the glare of chetoric ; and the dextrous hand only 
Mhifes the priſm which ſplits the beam of truth. All that is 
aid here has been better ſaid before, and it is only neceſſary 
to place one paraphraſe oppoſite to another i in order to cor · 


rect dup 6 miſrepreſentation. 
A. B. do not ſwear, but merely in preſence of God, 


pledge myſelf to my county, and take it to witneſs, that, until 


J frall really and truly think differently on the ſubjeft, I will uſe 


as much of my ablities and influence, as 7 can Spare from my 
ether neceſſary and important Concerns, in the attainment of a 
repreſentation of the Iriſh nation in Parliament, impartial, _ 


with reſpeF to all religious diſtinctions, and adequate, with reſpe} 


te the body of the people at large; and as a means of abſolute 


and immediate neceſſity, in the eſtabliſhment of this chief 


 goud of Ireland, 1 will, unleſs 7 really and in truth change my 


conviftion on the ſubje, endeavour, as much as lies in my ability, 
to'forward progreſſively, a brotherhood of affection, an iden- 
tity of intereſt, a communion of rights, and a joint exertion 
among Iriſhmen of all religious perſuaſions; without which, 


any reform in Parliament muſt be partial; and nothing herein 


contained being to the contrary, I pledge myſelf, in the ſame 


preſence, that it is my opinion, that no partial reform can he 


national, but muſt be inadequate to the wants, deluſive to the 


withes, and inſufficient for the freedom and happineſs of this 


4 1 5 


eountry. The term immediate” is plainly applied to that 
_ neceſſity which is certainly abſolute and urgent, tho' the 
brotherhood of affection can not be nus accompliſhed, 
but only progreſſively forwarded. 


Tais continuation ſeems. "chime, to pay a. , compliment, : 
and to fix an imputation—E# Commendatio ex injuria.”—To | 
that en on e it _— vetoed to 


n Tax . of the times, 1 as 3 bare 
changed, i in the very manner wiſhed for, and the mind muſt 
change along with them. To commercial intereſt, a middle 
and mediating rank has rapidly grown up in the Catholic 
community, and produced that enlargement of mind, that 
energy of character, and that ſell · dependence which men ac- 
quire whoſe intereſts do not hang at the mercy of this or that 
individual, but on general and neceſſary conſumption- Will 
any perſon aſſert that ſuch men are not as well qualified to 
exerciſe civil franchiſe as the moſt of our 40s. Proteſtant free- 
holders, whoſe corruption is in reality occaſioned by the un- 
juſt partition of political power, and who are tempted to 
convert their monopol) into money, becauſe its partial diſ- 
tribution has given it an artificial value much beyond what 
nature and reaſon allow it. The unjuſt detention of liberty 
from others, operates as a curſe and 4 blaſt upon thoſe who 
have hoarded the common good. It rots in their poſſeſſion. 
= corrupts when not partaken; and he who has more than 
his exact ſhare of freedom, becomes in one ſituation of life a 
tyrant, and in another, degenerates and, putrifies into a 
flave. It is the judgment of God on all nations and all men 
who preſume to appropriate his gifts, and to make of right a 
privilege or a prerogative. The Catholic mind has caſt off 
its feudality, and that perſon would in truth be inconſiſtent 
who kept prejudice'as it were at nurſe, when by nearer ap- 
proach and cloſer acquaintance, he finds in that body a 
nationality of ſentiment, and a fidglity in engagement, dee 
manding reſpect and admiration ; while he knows it to be his 
general —_ a it is his dear r delight, t to _ the ſpiric gf 
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freedom wherever it may be found, Dy in the breaſts 


wor deport goed 


x 2. It is in reality the a! los 8 hos 3 
and muſt continue the moral incapacity. It is the will to be 
free, which makes the eapabiliry ; and the firſt figh that the 
heart ſends forth for liberty is a ſuffieient indication of po- 
tency to enjoy it. To affect à wiſh for their ability to 
poſſeſs freedom, while you continue the penal code which 
makes them incapable, is cruel mockery. A capacity ſor 


| freedom is as natural to man as a capacity to eat or to drink: 
it is an inſtinct of nature, not” a conſequence of education. 
Man is often indeed the creature of habit, and he may learn 


to be a ſlave, as he may learn to drink alcohol and te cat 
aſa - ſetĩda, but you will never break him of theſe bad cuſtoms 

by degrees; it is only by giving a complete wrench of the 
mind to an oppoſite direction. The doctrine of natural 
rights is plain, ſimple, commonſenſical; and the practical 
enjoyment of them requires no tuition, nor any courſe of 
adoption. P ighte moſt unjuſtly have been converted into 
favours derived from the gratuitous lenity of government, 
and are now to be purchaſed as a licence ; when it was ſolely 
for their plenary enjoyment that men entered into civil ſo- 
ciety Magna Charta need not be taught like the principia 
of Newton, and the rights of perſonal ſecurity, perſonal ſree- 
dom, private property, the right of defending them, and of 
cletiny a truſtee to watch over and protect them from un- 
defined privilege or unlimited prerogative, require neither 
literature to feel their value, nor any reach of mind to 


| exerciſe them with judgment and prudence. In' a ſtate of 


nature we ſhould know them well, and Government has too 
often: only a means and an art to render and keep us 
ignorant of fundamental rights and of our primary duties. f 


What has Iſadas done ? He has confounded the teſt with 
the inſtitution—He has damped as ſar as in him lay, the firſt 
happy effort to make an union of heads and hearts in this 
diſtracted country. He has held out the town of Belfaſt as 
a ſpot of ſchiſm and diſcord, when in reality, there is an 


evident correſpondence of opinion and he has concluded 


with * wiſh and an helplcſs exclamation. 1 


= 116) 


Is Belfaſt i in a, ſtate of civil diſcord ? Does. « every man 
carry à torch and -a maſk? Or is it only ſuch papers as 
theſe which kindle diſunion, and have createl that diviſion 
which they did not find ? Does neighbour viſit neighbour as 
_ uſual, or do they tofs about at randon injurious epithets ; and 
has the union of parties in every other place been, there, 
converted into a brand of contention ? 1 fee} for the honor 
of a town which always ſteps forward from the ranks of their 
copnitrymen, in the ardour of ' a good cauſe and in the 
courageous ſpirit of freedom. I feel for the ſocial character 
of a place which has hitherto been like a large family, never 
known to let religious or political differences excite perſonal 

or private animoſity, - I vindicate its »nanimity'on the 

Catholic queſtion; and I maintain that had not the town 
gone as far as it did, there would not have been merely com- 
parative difference, but poſitive diſunion; not the difference 
between thus far and ſtill farther ; but the oppoſition between 
advancing atall, and ſtanding min. There are now but ſhades 
df diſtinction, and all haſten to the ſame goal with different 
degrees of celerity; but there might have been a diviſion of 
the town; inte three real not two nominal parties, and one of 
theſe parties actively inimĩcal to the very cauſe which is now 
made a commun-one—Belfaſt is therefore as united as ever, 
and were any ingenious gentleman to ſay the contrary, and to 
add, that it is loſing its importance in the province by - 
aſſerting the cauſe of the nation, or that its care for the hap- 
pineſs of Ireland will hazard its influence at a county clec- 

tion, no inhabitant of Belfaſt ſhould on this ateount loſe his 


temper, but ſhould only bow, and n are a 
W | e e rant 


7 
5 ” 


* If the people of Belfaſt are to be denominated Bœotians, 
I ſhould reſemble them to the ſacred battalion of that people, 
which always led the way in the battles of Greece, a band 
of friends inſeparably united, and pledged to each other 
Philip deſtroyed this cohort : and ſeeing them ſtretched on 
the field of battle, covered with honourable wounds, and 
lying fide by fide on the ground where they had been ſtation- 
ed, he wept, and the tears of the tyrant bore a teſlimony ta 
their virtue and their valour. 


| rotation. 
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Tex United Societies are. a diſcoyery in edel policy, 


moſt auſpicious to RADICAL REFORM, and the horror with 


which admigiſtration views them, is the beſt proof of their 
value to Ireland. What the Catholics have obtained from the 


Englih Miniſter, has, 1 affert, been owing to their forma- 


tion; and what the Catholics have to obtain, will he accele- 
rated by their continuance. To reject and condemn. the 


whole: on account of the rellrictions which ſome of them 
| have adopted, is to reaſon illogically ; and to throw cold was 


ter upon this pure and patriotic flame, will only ſerve, I truſt, | 
to make it burn more ſtrongly and more clearly. Men will 


not hang looſely on ſociety, but unite together ; and what i ts 
now merely a nike, will become a nation. | 2 


F have done with this n Plus animi eſt 8 


perieulum quam ptopulſanti.—I ſhall only repeat, that ac- 


carding to the doctrine of Iſadas, none could take a Teſt, 


none could make an oath, but that being who ſwears by him- 


ſelf and whoſe counſel is immutable. With reſpect to incon- 
fiſteney i in the pamphleteer of 1784, the irregularity of mo- 
tion is apparent, rather than real. It is not in the body 
moved, but in the eye that perceives it. To a perſon placed 
in the frigid and ynſocial Saturn, the planets appear now 
ſtationary, now progreſſive, and now retrograde. Yet the 
motion of the moſt inſigniſicant among them is ſimple; regu- 
lar, uniform, progreſũve. He fails calm and ſerene thro' 


the pacific ocean of ether, and keeps cloſe to the ſun of © 


truth, from which he derives his light and which guides bis 
A BUOTIAN, 


* nancy 20, 0798. 
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CONCLUSION OF THE STRICTURES, _ 
ON THE TEST OF THE -UNITED IRISHMEN. | 


IHE original meaning of the Teſt has 8 
and its new ſenſe is not worth an attack or a deſen ce. In the 
courſe of repeated diſtillations its ſpirit has evaporated. It 
was at firſt poĩſonous - tis now vapid. This portentous me- 
teor has proved to be nothing more than « Will with a Wi iſ, 
an innocent diſplay of electrical light; following and alarm- 
ing thoſe who fly; ſhrinking from him that would graſp it; 
and anſwering no other purpoſe than to lead men into the 
mire. The Teſt; then, I leave to its fate; and let the Irifh 


Bards, on their expected meeting at Belfaſt, ſing its — 


— et magna ſupremum voce ciere. 
Sie 6 lic poſitumi — —— 
— zterni pace quieſcat. 


1 


Wirn regard to the concluding paragraphs of the paper 


ſigned a Beotian, let two or three obſervations ſuffice. 


Pxeviovs to 1778, ſome progreſs had been made in relies. 


ing the Roman Catholics. In that year conſiderable immu. 
nities were granted. From that period till 1784, they were 

incorporated with the e ee enen Vet they con- 
tinued, in the opinion of Orellana, who wrote in that year, 
incapable of liberty. But ſtrange to tell! fince Parliament 
ſuſpended its good offices, ſince the Volunteers in the Roman 
Catholic Provinces laid down their arms, they have, 2s it 
were by magic, acquired an enlargement of mind, and an energy 
of character, and are as well qualified to exerciſe the Elective 
Franchiſe, as moſt of the Proteſtant forty ſvilling frecholders.— 
The fact I am not now diſputing. I never thought it the 
hinge of the controverſy. I only note the incoaliſtency. = 


Acain—though the Catholics continued incapable in 1784. 


we are aſſured, that it is the will to be free that makes the capa- 


bility ; the firſt ſigh that the heart ſends forth for liberty is a ſufficient 
indication of potency 19 enjoy it. The concluſion is, that till 1784, 
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the Cathblics bad n never formed a wiſh, or "fene forks a Go 


55 for liberty. But enough of this. The lion i mm the raja became 


an object of pity egen to the mouſe, 


ILASsTL VI am blamed for having ilar; thata din = 
fity of opinion prevails in Belfaſt; and blabbed a; ſecret 
known to 20,000 people. Two hundred and fifty perſons, 
including, with very -few exceptions, all the zababitants, 
who had ever diſtinguiſhed themſelves by abilities, and ba · 
triotic exertion, ſigued a counter- declaration to a petition, | 
ſabſcribe# by fix hundred. . The; firſt-club of United Iriſh · 
men, we are now told, differed ſrom both: from the minority, | 
beeauſe they voted againſt them z from the [petition ſor ime 


_ mediate. and univerſal enfrerchifrnent; beeauſe they are 
| ſworn to forward the means of reform progreſſively; and if 


the means be pragreſſive, the end cannot he immediate. 
Among thoſe who ſigned: the petition, ſome ſubſcribed it for 
the ſake of unanimity, others' on the principle of a- ſturdy 


| beggar, aſking too much in order to ohtain ſomething.— 


Laſtiy- there are many individuals who do not approve of 
any further communication of privilege. Notwithſtanding 
all this, I ſhould, it ſeems, have aſſured the public, that the 
town was unanimous ; and as I have not done it, my ihgeniy 
ous correſpondent ſteps io, and vindicates the CO * 


Bel ſuſt on the Catholic Queſtiosn. 


Iorsrisr the quackery of a political empiric. A regular 
ſtate phyſician would not diſguiſe the nature of the com- 
plaiut; ; but would watch its ſymptoms. and inveſtigate its. 
proximate cauſe, This he would find to be a morbid ſecre- 
rion, of an inflammatory nature, occaſioning an abſceſs and 
threatening a mortification. He would diſcover, that all the 

us and virus of the body politic, inſtead of being diluted by 
the milder juices, and circulating innocently through. the 
frame, have been collected into one part, and are likely ta 
induce fever and indicate diſſolution. In other words, thay 
a part of the community have been fecluding themſelves 
from the wiſe and temperate, and, leſt they ſhould be diſturb- 
ed by ſuch intruders, have eſtabliſhed a Teſt to exclude eve 
man that would be diſpoſed to nn theit darkoely or 


moderate their violence. | | 


b | ( 167 1 


I uver alt int, that with regard to the Emancipation of . 
the Roman Catholics, my ſentiments are not leſs liberal than 
thoſe of the United Iriſhmen. . The difference conſiſts in our 
modes of operation. would undermine prejudices and 
antipathies by ſap ; they would carry them by ſtorm. With 
reſpect to their ſocicties too, I have never wiſhed to impeach 
their intentions: I have only queſtioned their wiſdom. 1 
never attempted to fix a ſtain on the principles of any of their 
members—ſome of them I hold in the higheſt eſtimation, and 
have been happy in calling my friends. In commencing this 
controverſy, I ſacrificed my feelings to a ſenſe of duty— but 
when once enaged—1 determined not to ſtint my cauſe. In 
this line I have perſevered, though ſenſible that the Eſprit de 


Corps has an unhappy effect in perverting the moſt amiable 
| 3 clouding * underſtanding, and 1 
the moſt innocent expreſſions. 


I Too have dene with this altercation. 1 ER neither 
party will have any more laſt words, Aud 1 conciude with 
the words of a wiſe man, | 


« Faithful are the 1 of a | friend: 
« But the ki/es of an — are deceitful, 


Magen 7, 1792. 
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NOTE. 

A REMARK « made in the 1ſt. No. of the foregoing Strictures, 
p. 144. viz. that the teſt was the compoſition of a jeſuiti- 
cal, a rhetorical, or an enthuſiaſtie mind, is ſaid to have given 
great offence to the author of the teſt; who is ſuppoſed to 
be the gentleman who replicd to the StriQtures. But the 
Editor is authorized to ſay, that the intention with which 
thoſe words were written has been greatly miſapprehended. 
This miſapprehenſion, however, will account and apologize 
for any aſperity which may” be obſerved in the ſequel of the 
| at, 


3 


N N 


. we Ae 


_— 


n e 


414 * 


© en e e eee „ 


£ 


. 


o 


— LAS HA rt 


THOUGHTS 
6 
BRITISH cor NSTITUTION. 


© ] feel a ſecret pride in thinking that I was born « Britonz 


hen I confider that the xoMans, thoſe maſters of 
the world, maintained their liberty little more than 


« ſeven centuries ; and that Sxiriin, Which was a free 
nation abore ſeventeen hundred years 25e i» fo 8 
* this hour.” 

„ |  ._ 0LDCASTLE. 
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ID f AND 0 
| GENERAL OF ITS VOLUNTERR ARMY, 
| 4 FRIEND OF THE JUST PREROGATIVES OF THE exown, 
N 5 FL AN onxankur OF THE PEERAGE, 
N | wk cnc ** AND” » I Fes ” 
PATRON OF A PARLIAMENTARY REFORM, 2 
2 | THESE ESSAYS arp INSCRIBED 3 | 5 | 
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ox THE BRITHS H CONSTITUTION. 
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= Tux Britiſh e is be 3 one in is angie of ; 
„ mankiud that has aimed at the diffuſion of Liberty 
23 SRO a' dude of 2 5h l over a wide EX» 


1 N n 
i rute s HISTORICAL vw. 
* Tabs was 3 8 ies Conflitacen of our phage 
, forming itſelf, for about two centuries and an half; a 
4 rough building raiſed out of the demolitions which the 
« Normans had made, and upon the ſolid ſoundations laid 
« by the Saxons. The whole fabric was cemented by the 
* blood of our fathers; for the Britiſh Liberties are not 
u the grant of Princes. They are original rights, condi- | 


tions of original contracts, coequal with prerogative, = 


6. and cov you our Government.“ | 
: ; OLDCASTLE, | 


AT a los * Arogtics are exhibited as models of 
| perfection, I am perſuaded it is conſiſtent with the ſpirit of 
a free preſs, to recommend the principles of the nrITI324 
coN$TITUTION. Though I reprobate whatever is unſound in 
our repreſentation, which is too much the offspring of depo- 
pulated and corrupt boroughs, I am equally averſe to unmixed 
democracy, ſor a country rooted in its love of limited mo- 

narchy. If the firſt is the origin of extravagance and rapacity, 


* 
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it admits of a eure: while the latter excels rather in ſpecu- 
lation than practice, and points to ſcenes of confuſion from 
which a good! mind turns with horror. | 


W1Tu a fair repreſentation of the people in Parliament, 
there would not I conceive be a Conſtitution on the earth 
comparable to the Britiſh : Let its theory be realized, and we 
ſhall ſeek in vain for another of ſuch igtrinſic excpliznce. 


Ix contraſting it with the creations of yeſterday, we muſt 
recollect that the ſeeds of decay are laid in every production, 
whether of nature or of art; that the moſt captivating forms 
of Government are not exempted from the common lot ; and 
that the great ſearcher, time, alone can try their virtues or 
defects. In the vegetable world however, we find that the 
flower growths give the moſt ſolid timber; ſo in ſorms of 
civil polity, thoſe which are the forced productions of a day, 
are neither beſt calculated for preſent uſe nor _ ex- 


Ir . be an Far taſk to trace the downfal of tyranny in 
TRANCE, to an emulation of Britiſh liberty among our Gallic 
neighbours. The admiratien in which the eſſence of our 
Conſtitution was held by MonTEsQUIEU, VOLTAIRE and Rovs- 
er au, operated in foſtering the love of liberty and under- 

mining the falſe principles of the old monarchy. 


Wirn ſuch innate vigour is this Conſtitution endned, 
that in ſpite of its corruptjons it preſerved the trial by. jury 
many centuries after it was loſt to other countries; and at this 
day ſecures the freedom of the preſs in a degree un- 
known in any ſormer period. 


| Anznica did not acquire her love of liberty in the new 
| world, but carried it out ſrom the old. In forming a Conſti- 
tut ion for herſelf, ſhe retained ſeveral of the fineſt branches 
of the Britiſh, lopping off with a careful hand what ſhe 
deemed excreſſences that had formed round the parent ſtem, 
The firſt appointment of a Sovereign, even a Waſhington, ta 
a throne, would at his deceaſe prove the ſource of jealouſies : 
without end : but ſhe wiſely created a Senate, and its good 
e ſkects have been fully experienced, All the noble provi- 


> 


( 73 ) V 
' Gons of the common law of England, which it was the ſtudy 
of a certain great Civilian to the lateſt period of his life to 


counteract, have been received into the American code, as 
means of promoting freedom and proſperity. | 


France either had a perfidious monarch, or one who did 
not rely on the people he pretended to truſt :oMonarchy 
was therefore abandoned in thas country, 


* the power of the crown or of the Lords has enereaſed 
and ſhould be diminiſhed—zxxsToRE THE BALANCE. But let 
nothing ever tempt the good people of theſe realms even to 
imagine the deſtruction of a fabric which with all its errors 
has, time immemorial, been the veneration of the politician 
and philoſopher—the boaſt of the countries that Fojoyed it, 
and the envy of thoſe that did not. 


Ir is the faſhion of the hour, and as ridiculous as moſt 
faſhions are, to depreciate the Revolution of 1688—and to 
deſpiſe the ſecurities for our liberty, which that great tranſac- 
tion afforded. That Revolution expelled a Prince from the 
throne for attempting to govern without law, It preſerved 


2 ſpirit of freedom in theſe countries, which burſt out again 
in America near ninety years aſterwards; and travelling 


back, commynicated. its flame to Gallic ſlaves, converted in 
theſe latter days into free men, and become the hope of 155 
world. 


It is the faſhion of the hour, to defend the wild 4 poſition, that 
"THE ENGLISH HAVE NO CONSTITUTION ; and to apply iadiſ- 
criminately to Kings, ſnch indecent epithets as we ſliould 
bluſh to uſe agaiaſt the loweſt of our ſpecies. —lf conſtitutions 
can only have exiſtence on parchment, much of what is called 
the Britiſh is indeed but a name—for its foundation is the un- 
written law of the land. If there never was a Britiſh, one, 


for what purpoſe aſſembled the Barons at Runnymede : 
Why was Richard ſolemnly depoſed by the ſuffrages of. both _ 


houſes, and the crown conferred on the Duke of Hereford ? 
For what did Hampden, Sydney, and Ruſſel, ſacrifice their 
lives: When Charles was brought to the ſcaffold, and the 
crown of James was torn from his brow, were not the aQors 


in theſe ſcenes vindicating a conſtitution againſt the eneroack- 
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ments of printes, who had found that we e poſſeſſed one, 40 | 
wiſhed to deprive us of it ?—ls the united wiſdom of ages, in 
which men of the firſt political eminence flouriſhed, to be 


deſpiſed and rejected H ingenio':3 arguments, raiſed lat- 
terly againſt the very ground- work of the Britiſh Conſtitution, 


and drawn merely from #s abuſes, be ſolid and convincing, 
every writer on the general principles of government, is a 
ſhallow reaſoner and a blockhead. Are ſuch terms applicable 
to. Locke, Molyneux, Aomeſquien, Rouſſeau, Voltaire, De Llbome, 
and the endleſs train of authors whoſe works claim immorta- 
lity ?-Have the ardent friends of freedom, i in our own time, 


among whom we number rLoon, GRATTAN, Price, Febb, and 
Wyvill, loſt all pretention to common ſenſe ; an muſt we | 


fix the charge of ideotiſm on every provincial and national 
- convention in Ireland, as well as on the numerous Engliſh 
and Scotch ſocieties, inſtituted for the expreſs purpoſe of 
reforming errors in a nen Mat. has no exiſtence bot | 
ws e 5 | | | 


Tax firſt French aſſem deem a 1 of Government on 
hment, and raiſed their ſtructure on a ſublime declaration 
of rights ; but it was hardly formed till their ſucceſſors, aſter 
vain ſtruggles with its errors, were obliged to raze it from its 
very baſe. Such are the virtues of a parchment conſtitu- 
tion The preſent ſpirited, and, I believe, virtuous 
convention, is now creating a ſubſtitute for it, and that 4 
Republic. (“) Tho' they have every wiſh of the writer of this 


—— 


vors. 

(0) Tux new conſtitution alluded to above, has alſo ane 
been laid aſide, and a third produced. This third one aban- 
dons a fundamental point in the former, that was cried up 
as a new diſcevery in Republics, to wit, electoral aſſemblies 
appointed by the collective body of the people, and placed 
between them Ke the national legiſlature, for the election 
of the latter. The very matter which they have deſerted 
_ was praiſed both in that country and this, as av infallible 
corrective of all the inconveniences of demucracy. Thefe 
inſtances are ſufficient proofs of the OP of theory to 
practice. 5 


(s : 


eſſay, that the Revolution may end in a Cubſtantial prafical 
government, many years will the preſent generation have 
Numbered in the duſt, ere its claim to a permanent exiſtence 


can be eſtabliſhed. There is no other form more liable to 


abuſe, nor more ſubje& to rapid change, than the one which 


perhaps neceſſity has obliged them to adopt, and which rea- 


ſon ſhould certainly teach us to ſhun. 


Tur advocates for human rights, as all mould W. will de 
convinced that the higheſt effort of genius and intellect may 
fall ſort in fuch an attempt, when he recollects the failure 


of Locke himſelf in forming a conſtitution for a Britiſh 
colony, with the pureſt principles of his on immortal work 
as his guide. To ſuch errors will the nobleſt minds and the 


. . moſt enlightened aſſemblies be ſubject, whea ee alone di- 
recs their path, © 


Turxx is an abſurd veneration or ancient eſtabliſhments, | 
which borders on folly and ſuperſtition=there'is alſo a 
hardy contempt of the experience of ages, an inordinate 
love of innovation, and a defire of deſtroying where we might 
trepair, that amount to preſumption, and lead to ruin. Whe- 
ther two living eharacters, whoſe books furniſh the cenver- 
lation of the preſent day, wave "we for m_ * 
reader muſt determine. 1 855 
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Dans les 388 la politique fait faire Is « grande Sales: 


avec le moins de virtue qu'elle peut. i 
N ESPRIT DES LOIX, 111. 5. 
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WHEN a 1 think of framing a NEW CONSTITUTION, | 
they ſhould not chooſe the pureſt in theory, but the beſt that 


they can etecute. If they fix upon one that requires greater 


integrity, economy, ſobriety, and public fpirit, than they 
poſſeſs, they will not be able to carry it into execution; and 
as the beſt things, when corrupted, become the worſt, their 
viſionary ſcheme will end in ſomething worſe than that Oy 


they had it in pens power to ſecure. ; 


Ir a DEMO ener, (which is a form of government eon- 
ducted by popular aſſemblies, or in which promiſcuous aſſem- 
blics of the people have great influence over the legiſlature 
and the executive power) be. choſen, the execution of the 
plan will deperd on the multitude, or thoſe who direct the 
multitude. While they continue perfectly wiſe, temperate, 
and vpright, they will neither propoſe nor ratify any laws, 


except thoſe which conduce to the public good. But ſhould _ 


they at any time be addicted to folly, idleneſs, or corruption, 


all is loſt. As the whole management and liberty of the coun-"" * * 


try will then depend upon an ignorant, lice ntious, idle and 


pProſligate populace, whoever ſhall gain an influence over 


them may become maſter of the ſtate. A democracy will 
then terminate in a DICTATORSHIP, or EMPIRE, as in Rome; 
or in the dominion of a foreign power, as in Athens. | 


( 


Eyzar people, which is not altogether i igoorant of 1 | 
vature and of itſelf, will ſuppoſe this to be a poſſible, caſe, _ 
Thoſe, who have any knowledge of Hiſtory, will take it for 
granted, that i it will be the lot of every nation, at ſome time 
or other: and they will ſee cauſe to ſuſpect that corruption 
will gain ground moſt rapidly where men are in the exereiſe 
of power and conſequently. moſt able to JOS that | 
is, in a democratical REPUBLIC. e ee eee 


Iii 


As this will happen ſome ROW or- pinks, vile man in 
deliberating on a new Oonſtitution, will look for one, that 
will either anſwer à people, already corrupted; or that will 
execute itſelf, after they ſhall become corrupted. Other- 
wiſe they will be governed, only, while they require little or 
no government, which is the eaſe vf the Americans at preſent. 
A Conſtitution, formed on this plan, + pars of faveral 
branches, and myſt provide n cheend. J 35 35-951 5 


soon 18 "THE en 1 The 8 wg 
a reſponſible council, preſides. in the -executive department, 
and has a negative upon all laws propoſed by the Lords or 


Commons j but cannot himfelf propoſe any. He has a great 
intereſt in the honour and proſperity of the ſtate; but as he 
is liable to temptation, inveſted with great power, and may 
not always be ſenſible that his real dignity and happineſs 
conſiſt in the freedom of his ſubje cds, he is by the practice 
of the Cenſlitution forbid to act without his council; who 


are Tubje& to be tried and puniſhed either by impeachment ä 
or attainder, - Leſt this ſhould not be a fufficient reſtraint, 


the Peers have individually a right of woman. m — K | 
| and the ſupplies depend upon the Commons. rte 


TU it agrees with che deſeription of the ies o Conſi- 
tution, under the Kings, as given by Salluſt. Imperium 
legitimum, nomen imperii regium habebant.— Tranſl. A 


| JIE of law, e a monarchy. | my r 


Tur Lords act in two capacities, as the Supreme Court of 
Judicature, and as a Legillative Aſſembly. As a criminal 
court, they take cognizance of crimes againſt: the ſtate : as a 
court of civil appeal, they decide, in the laſt reſort on caſes 


Aa 
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> of property: ng as 2 branch of the legiſlature, they have 
a negative upon all laws; and a right of originating and 

amending all bills, except thofe which impoſe taxes, - "They 

are the heads of great and numerous families, and the pro- 

prietors of extenſive landed eſtates; they are men deſlined 

from their birth to the exerciſe of theſe high functions; and 

L it! is reaſonably expected that they ſhould be educated fo as 

. todiſcharge them with ability. Some ef them are men, who 

__ have rifen from an inſerior ſituation, by their abilities in 

blic buſineſs, and their knowledge of. the law. From all 

(eſe conſiderations, there ariſes/a probability that though 
/ they may often be miſled by vanity, ambition, and partiality 
P to the fountain of their honours, they will never concur in | 
1 rendering the King abſelue nor in promotiag any meaſure | 
2 | that may diminiſnh the influence and dignity. of their honſe, | 
n letnma be adich thanand 
their numerous relatives and connections are ſo nearly con- | 
cerned : becaufe ſuch innovations would . an | 

W their e e e Rl 


Tur Fine Hopes may be formed. of 1 uE COMMONS, 10 — 
are elected ſor a limited term of years. The number of 
electors has novighes a nee nun, 


Mar of the members of the Houle of 8 are, 

like the Lords, perſons of large property, bound by perſonal 
\ intereſt to preſerve the freedom and forward the i improvement 
of the country; deeply intereſted in the good opinion of their 

| fellow-citizens, and ſubject to rejection at the expiration of 

their truſt. They have entire direction of the public trea- 
fure, are the Grand Jury of the bation in all Rate trials, and 
are competent by their power over the public purſe to con- 
trol the upper Houſe and the King. It is however greatly 
to be lamented that they are frequently corrupted by influ- 
ence and bribery ; and it is yet more to be regretted that 

5 their conſti tuents are too often liable to the fame charge. 


W ia coodfi:s aac nn 


Tursr conſtituents, with their © ut ra form an _ 
tional check, a ſort of rou rA 'ESTATE ; for the opinion of 


ww Ta we a es ic... woe — wee. . ads. 


( 2729 ) 


the of England dos been found capable more than 
once, e every branch ol rhe erer in its 


A | 
Taten 0 . A 10 this matt ANI 


* 
1 


The theory, ehe practice, and the very principle of oounter- 


action on which it is conſtructed, have all been made the 


ſubjects of ridicule; and I have ſometimes joined in the 
laugh; Tor T know that the wiſeſt plans are often liable to 


the mol ludicrous miſrepreſentations. But I have at àa more { 


ſerious moment derived ſolid ſatisfaction from refleQing, that 


it has been the inſtrument of eſtabliſhing and ſecuring, for a 
longer time than any other conſtitution, à greater degree of 


national liberty, proſperity, civilization, and knowledge, 


than was eyer enjoyed vcd any other” en under wy other 


form of goverment whatſbever, 


+ Tax particular inftances of the Fe of this Sende 
eannot be all enumerated in theſe limits. I ſhall therefore 


conclude for the preſent as I began, by mentioning one con- 
ſequence of this order of things, whick muſt appear of in- 


finite importance te every one who has a due ſenſe of the 


ſtrong tendency to corruption, ſo viſihle in every- 
and very individual, yo e when "inveſted with power: 


Tar point I allude to is this No. Aber form of. governs 
ment has ever been able to preſerve the liberty and proſperity 
of the people in ſo depraved a ſtate of ſociety. . Republican 
conſtitutions have anſwered well, while the people were able 
to govern themſelves; but as faſt as they began to. require 
government, with the ſame haſle did the conſtitution become 
incapable of affording it. The reaſon is plain; the people 
themſelves were the adminiſtration, or the immediate direc+ 


tors of the adminiſtration ; and they became frivolous, luxu- 


rious, extravagant and idle. they ad the framing 6 aws, 
they enacted, that the fevenue eee to the main- 
tenance of the navy ſhould be applied to the ſupport of the 
theatre, and made it a capital crime to move for the repeal 


al this law !-—This was done by the Athenians, the _ wm 


(180 ) 
3 lebteved and patriotic people of antiqui 1 they have on- 
ly the election of repreſentatives in bi: power, they ſell 
their votes to the higheſt bidder, and ſpend their bribes in 
deploring the degeneracy of the times, 'and planning a Revo- 
lution that will give them the whole of the plunder, which 
| they are now obliged to ſhare with their deputies. This 
laſt is the ſtate of England and Ireland at preſent. It is plain 
that in a democracy this nuſt ſpeedily produce anarchy, and 
| termigate in the arbitrary power of an individual.—But what 
is the ſtate of affairs under the. Britiſh, Conſtitution ?—The 
people have continued in this ſtate. of. depravity for a great 
number of years, expoſing their votes, and every thing that 
'Z depends on their votes, namely, their liberty, civil and reli- 
gious; their property, real and perſonal ; to, open ſale in 
every county-town, city and borough in the kingdom, and 
only lamenting that the ſeptennial and octennial fairs do 
not more frequently return. Now, notwithſtanding this pro- 
fligacy; the people of England enjoy, at this day, a greater 
degree of rational freedom, internal proſperity, and foreign 
power, united, than perhaps any other ſtate of ancient or modern 
times. Il ne faut pas beaucoup de probitẽ pour qu un Goverte- 
ment Monarchique, ou un Governement Deſpotique ſe main- 
tiennent, ou ſe ſoutiennent. La force des loix dans l'un, le bras 
du Prince, toujours leve dans l'autre, reglent ou contiennent 
tout. Mais dans uh etat Populaire il faut un reſſort de plus, 
qui eſt la vertü. ESsrRIT DES Loix, II. 3. Tranſl. A 
'MONARCHIAL or Deſpotie Government can ſupport it- 
ſelf without much integrity in the people. The power of 
law in the one, the arm of the Prince in the other, regulate 
every thing. But in a popular ſtate there muſt be ſome- 


thing elſe to reſort to, and that is, virtue. 0 


Tals acnceetds from the Fi yſiem of nl and counteraction 
which I have deſcribed. The King may defire to extend his 
prerogative : but the two Houſes are jealous of their pri- 
vileges and are backed by the people. The Lords may be par. 

tial to the Crown, and willing to eneroach on the Commons: 
but ſelf-intereſt will prevent them from ſacrificing their con- 
ſequence in tlie ſtate; and they And the Commons not lefs 


| 
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Lease of their rights. than able to maintain them. 
The Commons are àn over match for both the Monarchial 
and the Ariſtocratical branches, and have nothing to fear 
from their union: but ſhould they abuſe their power, in 
oppoſition to the ſenſe of the nation, we have ſeen that their 


Va ®. 


conſtituents will defeat the #mbitious projects of 'their own - 


repreſentatives : and on all ſuch -occafions, the King can ap- 
E 125 to thi "prope, ft A diſſolution Parliament, Y RY, 


n 


"Fab it has happened, that every brewed of the Govern- 


ment may be corrupt, and / meditate unconſtitutional en- 


eroaehments on the reſt; nay the people themſelves may be 
ſunk in groſs corruption, and yet the country be free and proſ- 
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„ Tur Werle Power ought to be i in the ok of a 

* MONARCH ;. becauſe this branch: of government 1s 
„ better adminiſtered by oxe than by MANN. —If there 

Was no Monarch, and the Executive Power was com- 
„ mitted to a certain number of -perſons, ſelected from 
t the Legiſlative, INES! WOULD BE AN. END/ 


o run oF nv. . Fl 
MONTESQUIEU, 
———ů— 8 


[DECEMBER 18. 


THE page of hiſtory i is ſtained with the crimes of "WI 


They are charged not only with their own, but thoſe which 
| have been perpetrated in their names. Almoſt all Kings 


have been abſolute monarchs ; and their paſſions being thus 
releaſed fram controul, have run into the wildeſt exceſs, 


ns 2 


' But there is. no doubt 3 often been made ze: | | 
' countable for enormigies.i in which they had no ſhare, They. 
have been loaded with obloquy on agcount of the. effect of 


ſtate policy, oſ the ambition of their ſubjects, of court in- 
trigue, and perſonal reſentment, of: which they have been. 


only the dupes- Every. thing that happens during the reign. 


of a King is imputed to himſelf ; though he may have been 


as innocent as. Edward VI. when he ſigued the writ (de ha- 


aer comburendo) for burning the deren woman. 


2 eee is falling i into diſrepute, bes we ae fol | 


dom had examples of Monarchs properly limited. Kings 


acquired their power, either by eonqueſt, or ſeudal pre 
eminence, The power conferred by congueſt is unbounded: 


and the feudal chief conſidered his people as vaſſals. The 


royal houſes of Europe are chiefly indelited for their crowns: 
to the feudal ſyſtem and the uſages of the northern barbari« 


— 


ans. According to the ſtrength ox weakne(s of the Barons, 
were the reſtrictions of the royal authority. For many ge- 
nerations the Barons, or Loris, were ther only oppoſers of 
deſpotiſm; and England, in particular, is indebted to tbem 
for M4GNA chARTA, and for confining the King within ſome 
moderate limits, until TBE commons became of Nw 


conſequence to join in the oppolitign. 
Tur influence of the Commons aroſe from the introduction 


of commerte, and from the privilege obtained by the Lords 


under Henry VII. of alienating their lande, which the mer- 


chants were then able to purchaſe. This ſtrengthened the, 


oppeſition, and confirmed the limitation of the prerogative. 


In France, the downfal of the Barons was the exaltation of 


the Throne; in England, it contributed to its limitation, by 


ſtrengthening the Commons, 4 


W the King of England i is even now ſuſnoiently 
reſtricted, is a queſtion which may come under conſideration 
at another time : at prefent I mean only to offer Tome re- 


marks in ſavour of LIMITED MoNARCuy ; and what I have 
premiſed-may juſtiſy me in ſaying, that no congluſion can b 


drawn againſt this branch of our Conſtitution, from the per- 


{onal vices of arbitrary tyrants, nor from the miſeries oc 
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froned by deſpotiſm. There is a greater diſtance between 
the abſolute power « of a defpot, and the regulated authority 
of a King, who is confidered'zs the prefident or chief ma- 


viſtrate of the ſtate, chan between the fury of a mob, and 
che wiſdom of a well contiruted Republic. | ; 


Wir a reſpect to breige a Tales; is, 1 ROTOR! "minted 
by every reſpectabſe writer on politics, that a monarchy ex- 
ceh iu three very important particulars=-ſecrecy—wigour— 
and diſpatch ; and with regard to internal tranquility, it is 
attended with this invaluable advantage, that it * 
the hopes. of turbulent ambiti | 


Alx the Republics of ard; (ebe! racrbr uo, were 


torn by ineeſſant convulſions, through the intrigues, real or 


| imaginary,'of powerful citizens, aiminy at the ſupreme autho- 
rity. Theſe occaſioned more miſery, than all the fictit ious plots 


invented in other countries, by Rings or their miniſters. Lace 


demon eſcaped thole plagues by combining a nmited monarchy 


with a demecratica] government. The throne was tonfidered as 


the indiſputable hereditary prep erty of two branches of the 
family of Hercule. The diviſion of the royal authority be- 
tween two co-exiſting Kings would ſeem to be an abundant 
ſource of diſcord and contention, yet the effect was, that the 
peace-of the State was never dilturbed by any pretenders to 
the throne. 

ATEENS was s ſo HltraHe * attempts to ſcize upon the 
ſupreme power, or by the 55 of deſpotiſm, that ſhe was 
obliged to reſort to the extraordinary expedient of baniſhing, 
by oſtraeiſm, every citizen who excelled the reſt in abilitics, 
or even in the moſt harmleſs vittues. The Atheaian who 
voted for the exile of Ariſtides, could give no other reaſon for 
ais conduct than this that he was grieved to hear him called 
Ariſtides the juſt. This is a ſtriking inſtance of a n 
. that . is the deſpot of Republics, ; 


Ron was SHER Fla engaged i inſuch ſtruggles. Valerius, 


juſtly ſurnamed Poplicola, or the courtier of the populace, - 


had ſcarcely expelics the T, arquins, when he was acculed of 
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a defign to reftore royalty in his own perſon. - Manlius fel 
under the ſame ſuſpicion, and-was thrown from the Tarpeian 
Rock, ſoon. after he had, with, his ſingle arm, defended it 
againſt the Gauls. The Decemvirs attempted to perpetuate 
their authority. The Conſuls and Senate were, almoſt every 
year, obliged to reſign the lives and liberties of the people 
into the hands of a. Dictator. The conteſts of Marius and 
Sylla, Ceſar and Pompey, Oftavins and Ant heny conducted the 
Republic through a e oC. calamities to. Ber a0 ex- 
tinction. n | i . % of | a j 


 Tavs in e ag the abilities of the greateſt men are 
either extinguiſhed by baniſhment, and transſerred to the 
enemies of the ſtate z or they become the peſts of their coun- 
try, by indulging an inordinate ambition. In the firſt in- 
Nance, the country becomes ſuhject to a foreign power, like 
Philip of Macedon—in the other, to a domeſtic tyrant, who 
having obtained a victory over the rights of his fellows, will 
never think bimſclf ſafe, while a free, or a daring, or a vir- 
tuous man exiſis among bis ſubj ects.—Regibus boni, quam 
mali ſuſpectiores ſunt : ſemperque his aliena virtus formi- 
doloſa—sALLUST BELL. .CAT.. Tranſl. Tue good are al- 
ways more ſuſpe cted by deſpots t than the bad: 2 merit is ever 


Kaen to them. . 


Sven was the line of hs! Ken! Waiperesse A LIMITED 
MONARCHY avoids theſe extremes. The monarch has no 
rivals. to. fear, and of courſe has no incen:ive to eruelty.— 
The principal citizens have no hope of attaining the ſupreme 
authority, and muſt confiue themſelves to more innocent ob- 


jects of ambition. 


Tux greateſt bene in v Bogland has no more 8 of 
aſcending the throne, than the meaneſt - peaſant. —In Re- 
publics, the ableſt citizens waſte and abuſe their abilities in 
ambitions and ruinous projects: in abſolure Monarch'es, 
they conceal them altogether, or ſacrifice them to the will of 
the Prince. But in a limited Monarchy, none can raiſe his 
hopes to the crown : none can riſe to any true greatneſs, ex- 
cept by * the ſtate, and the. r 17115 _— of his 
dello ſubjects. 


\ 


3 


F eſt e dans un be Elle ade. 
bons effets dans la Monarchie — STR. DES LOIZ. III. 7, Tran. 
Is a Republic, Anion is e ; in a Monarchy be - 


i 


Tur | ſame arguments as oa as the abs of hiſtory,” 
recommend hereditary, in preſerenee to elective Monarchy. 
An eleAive Monarchy threatens inteſtine wars; deſperate ' 


conſpiracies; cruel precautions ; and bloody revenge, Up- 
on this point I preſume the public are nearly of one mind: 


ſince we all joined ſo heartily in applauding and ſupporting 


the abortive revolution of roLanD, in which the change from 
_ an elective to an Heredirary ROY was a ſtriking feature. 


"How for the evils attendant on the old Re publics may be f 
obviated by Ws e AN OG 1 be * here - 
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** PorNT ae estate point de Nobleſſe; point de 


9 Nobleſſe, point de Monarque, mais on a un deſpote.“ 
ESPRIT DE Tolx, 1. 4. 


« No King, no Nobility; no | Nobility, no King, but in 


pad his ſtead a defpot.” 5 
SPIRIT OF LAWS, 11. 4. 
THE hiſtories of all governments give teſtimony to the 
ſuperiority of the principles of our own. To theſe it may 
probably be reſtored, if the people have the ſpirit, yirtue, 


and wiſdom, to draw their force to a point—to a reform of 


ACKNOWLEDGED ABUSES IN THE REPRESENTATION, 


Bb 
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Tars language will not be och by any who with io 
diſtract public attention, and draw it off to the Utopian 
ſchemes of a diſtempered imagination. With ſuch men, 
whatever is good in our preſent frame of government, is to be 
involved in one common wreck, with what is bad. Every 


ſpeck on its ſurface, becomes a mountain; ail whatever is | 


eee, diminiſhes to a point. 


Its ABUSES are great, but its good qualities are many. 
To remove the one, and preſerve the other, 1s the firſt aim 
of a patriot, 


My laſt eee e remarks on the e RE pe- 
culiar to limited Monarchy ; contraſted with the inceſſant 
convulſions incident to a Republic. 


Tux HEREDITARY BRANCH of our ane, now na- 
turally riſes into view. 


_ In+. the endleſs Philipics, naniat the 3 the 
| Houſe of Lords has been one of the principal butts of ſatire. 
Many of its enemies are enemies of the whole ſyſtem, as 
they would be of any other that chance had connected them 
with, and they attack at this point, conceiving it the weakeſt 
in the line. They are either thoſe who will not perceive 
excellence in any thing ſhort of abſolute perſection; or who 
preſer 2 ſtorm to the en of liberty under a ſerene 
{ky. 8 1 


Tur ſeveral nobles have rendered themſelves ities to 
the beſt friends of order in our country, we need not be ſur- 
priſed. A removal however of the cauſe of averſion, muſt 
in the ſober eye of reaſon, claim a preference to the abſo- 
ute extinction of an eſſential part of our government. 


Taz nobles carly laid one of the broadeſt foundations 
of our liberty in the reign of King John; and at different 
periods ſinee that æra, they have preſerved or reſtored the 
political balance. 


MoNTEsqv1zy, in exploring the private e of the riſe, 
declenſion, and fall of — draws this ſtriking picture; | 


: C97 2 

PETTY is recommended as an original, to the young political 
_ connoifſeur,—* A very curious ſpectacle it was in the laſt 
« century, to behold the impotent efforts the Engliſh made 
< for the eſtabliſhment of democracy. The goveriiment was 
_ * continually changing. The people, amazed at ſs many 

* revolutions, ſought every where for a democracy—without 
being able to find it. At length after a ſeries of iumultuary 
* motions and violent ſhocks, they were obliged to; have re- 
coutſe to Tus vzar GOVERNMENT which they had fo 

159 odiouſty Bade . | . wat 


To return to the Landa : it is too true that many of them, in 
contempt of the conſlitution, in deſiance of the ſpirit of the 


law and the votes of the Commons, have uſurped an undue 


and almoſt ruineus dominion in the ſtate, by monopolizing 
rotten infighificant zoroVGns, and often returning repreſen- 
tatives of themſelves to the houſe of the people. To that cauſe, 
they owe all the odium in which ſeveral of them are held; 
and if they ſhould ever ceaſe to exiſt as a diſtin order, to 
rhat ſource may they trace it. But it is in their individual 
capacity that we are to blame them; for in their legiſlative 
one, Lord Chatham I think has told us, that their power 
comparatively with that of the Commons, is as a e of 
water to the ocean. 


STr1? them of their uncon ſtitutional iy gn over * 
and every ſolid objection vaniſhes. Were we to contemplate 
a Houſe of Lords, diveſted of all influence in the return of 
the repreſentative aſſembly, we ſhould only ſee in it 2. 8 
tage and ſafety to the commonwealth, . 


Tux neceſſity for two deliberative powers, was thus aſſert- 
ed by De Lolme, who ſays—“ that the laws of a ſtate may 
« be permanent, it is neceſſary that the LEGISLATIVE POWER 
* ſhould be divided: That they may have weight and con- 

e tinue in force, it is neceſſary that TuR ZEXIcurtvr r | 
„ ſhould be one.” | 


| Is was well e both by the ERK s 22 ROMANS 3 
for a ſenate made part of their moſt democratical ett 
ons, as the ſureſt means of preventing precipitation and error. 


( 188 ) 


The ſenatora, in ſome ſtates, held their ſeats for life; and in 
many Roman families, the office even ſeeme to bave dern 
hereditary. | | | 


„ In a cect: government, it is indiſpendbiy Pens | 
ſary; and on that point it has been well ſaid, that there 
eannot be a greater ſoleciſm iu politics than a; nobility who 
- ſuffer the liberty of the Commons to be taken away. In 
ariſtoeracies the nobility get whatever the commons IÞſc ; but 
in monarchies, the crown alone is gainer; and the certain 
conſequence of their helping to enſlave the Commons, i is 
their being enſlaved themſelves at laſt. "ns MI 


ir we take the range of hiſtory under. our eye, we mall 
ſce in the Lords a permanent body that ſurvives when the 
repreſentative branch periſhes; and has more than once 
prevented the ruin of the conſtitution, when the monarch 
n 1 levelled i its barriers. 
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Dip a prince with no longer to ſummon new. parliaments, 
4 after the demiſe of an old one, we ſhould experience in the 
_ | Lords a body as imperiſhable as royalty itſelf; entitled by 
Mp Privilege to demand an audience with the deſpot ; ready to 
= adviſe a revival of the ancient forms; and urged by its own 
4 intereſt to oppoſe him by force if he refuſed it. 


| E Warn the Commons Houſe een the 3 branch 
W ſtands entire and armed with the. ſtrength of the nation, 
has ere now vindicated. its cauſe with their own. We na- 
turally loſe fight of its uſe, becauſe i it is moſt. apparent, When 
the machine of ſtate is moſt in peril; while by the natural 
operation of our government it loſes its force, mA all is 


tranquil and ſecure. 


.. NzITun the limited nature of this publication, nor the 
time of the writer, admit of more than rapid ſketches; elſe 
might innumerable caſes be ſtated in which the Lords would 
naturally ſtand in the breach, and where they aQuaily have 
done ſo. I ſhall briefly mention four, at very different 
periods 1. We ate indebted to them for the Great Charter 
of our Liberty, acquired ſo carly as 1215—2.—At a time when 


( 19 ) 


the Sh or civil law, now the ecelefiaiitical law in theſe 
kingdoms,' was an object of admiration over Europe, the 
Lords oppoſed its introduction into England, tho' it was re- 
commended: there with the utmoſt zeal, by the elergy. Had 
it not been for the determined part then taken by the Peers 
in favour of the common law, we ſhould not at this day have 
it to boaſt of; but be governed by the Juſtinian Pandects, in 

its ſtead. ln the reign of Richard II. the nobility in Parlia- 
ment declared their diſapprobation, in theſe pointed terms 


« The realm of England hath never been unto this hour, 5 


« neither, by the conſent of our Lord the King, and the 
„Lords of Parliament, ſhall it ever be, ruled or governed 
* by the civil law.” Of courſe to their interference on that 
occaſion we owe the broadeſt foundation of our liberties.— 
3.—0n the diſſolution of government by the flight of James, 
they ſaved the ſtate from deſtruction, byggoſtantly hold- 
ing the reins of empire for the people, iſſuing orders to the 
fleet, the army, and the garriſons, and correſponding with 
the Prince of Orange about the means of ſaving the nation. 
When the Convention-Parliament met, they cavilled not at 
the ſelf appointment of the Commons, but acted boldly in 
conjunction with them, and a Revolution was effected that 
has had few parallels i in hiſtory, either ſor the orderly manner 
in which it was conducted, or the ends it attained.—4. And, 
ſo lately as George the Firſt, they paſſed a bill for limiting 
their un numbers; which, tho“ a highly ſalutary reſtrie 
tion of regal PFeCOgaUTe, was loſt in the lower houſc. 


Tur advantages of a dernier court of 500 of a court 
for trying charges of high erimes and miſdemeanours, and 
for the impeachment of miniſters have ſeldom, if ever, been 
denied. A ſupreme judicial authority is therefore veſted in 
the Peers, as men guarded againſt the influence of bribery and 
corruption, by numbers, permanent wealth, and hereditary 


name. 


Tur neceſlity for a middle branch being proved by hiſtory _ 
and argument, it follows that it muſt have a negative vote ; 
in order at once to afford a third or caſting voice, to pre- 
ſerve a balance, and ſecure its own exiſtence, 


_-* Rexsererinc the ſpiritual Lords, little need be ſaid. hs | 
their capacity as clergymen, they have no right to ſit in Par- 


ſupport the throne ; and 1 that 


6 


liament; for it is merely as perſons poſſeſſing baronies under 
the Crown, or by fiction ſuppoſed to do fo, that either the - 
Biſhops of this day, or the Abbots of a former one, could 


reft any claim to feats among the Lords. Their having them, 


ſerves neither religious nor civil liberty, and yet leſs the pro- 
greſs of a further reformation in the Church. Tho” ſome im- 
provement might be made in this point, I conceive that as 
Spiritual Barons, they would not weigh a grain in the ſcale 


n a nove or COMMONE, really returned by the ca 


| In favour of a divided legiſlative power, or middle eflate, | 


: the annals of paſt ages from the earlieſt period to the higheſt 


cultivation of the human mind, bear evidence; and only 
yeſterday it by been the free choice of America, which in 
the heat of war adopted it into its conſtitution. After a de- 
tiberate conſideration in times of peace, they retain. it both 
in their provincial and federative legiſlatures. The writer 
would not be ſurpriſed to find that even France. Mont by 
experience, ſhould «dope 1t hereaſter. - : 


Wits the words of an author, whoſe book mould ſurvive 
the language it was written in, 1 will cloſe this paper. 


el nov of nobility is alfo more peculiarly neceſſary in our 


mixed and compounded conſtitution, in order to ſupport the 


right of both the crown and the people, by forming à barrier 
to withſtand the encroachments of both. It creates and pre- 
ſerves that gradual ſcale of dignity, which proceeds from the 


peaſant to the Prince; riſing like a pyramid, from a broad 


ſoundation, and diminiſhing to a point as it riſes.” It is this 
aſcending and contracting proportion that adds ſtability to 
any government; for when the departure is ſudden from 
ohe extreme to another, we may pronounce that ſtate to be 
precarious.— The nobility therefore are the pillars, which 
are reared ſrom among, the Tar more immediately to 

THEY muſt alſe be buried 


under 1 it; ruins.” 
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ON TBE BRITISH CONSTITUTION. 
No. V. 
| JANUARY 11793. | 
44 © No temptation ſhall ever induce me to join any aſſocia- 
tion that has for its object a change in Tur Bags 
of our conſtitution, or an extenſion of any of theſe baſes 
1 beyond the juſt proportion. It was not (thank God) 
© made in a day. lt is the reſult of gradual and progreſ- 
- © five wiſdom. It has grown up in « ſeries; and never, 
* never, has the guardian protecting genius of England 
been either oflep arif... 

CHAS. rox Speech on the ack 
' Dee. 1792, againſt the pro- 

clamat ion. 5 
Tur consriTuTION; the whole consrrTuTION; and 
nothing but, Tur CONSTITUTION.—Theſe few words com- 
prehend the political creed of the author of this paper.— 
With the whole conſtitutian, he is neither a friend of liberty, 
order, nor peace, who will not teſt content. Without it, no 
wan ſhould. | 


Tur great body of the Commons of Ireland, would then 
have a ſull repreſentation in their own houſe of Parliament 
and the democracy be reſtored to its due OR.” in govern= 
ment. e 5 


Tur power over the purſe of the nation, over the ſinews 

of war, commerce, and manufactures, over every thing that 
gives influence among men, being thus returned to its right- 
ful owners—corruption would be trampled under foot, as the 
means of cerrupting would be removed. The right of the 
people to originate laws, thro' their repreſentatives, and, to 
prevent improper ones by their ren would be at the ſame 
time effectually ſecured. 
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6 192 
No longer ſhould we ber of auctiens, molars and pur- 


lies of the Peerage ; of the vile traffic in boroughs; or of 


miniſterial profligacy and extravagance, Taxes. we ſhould 
ſtill have; for without them, only ſavages in the hunting 
ſtate can exiſt; and if the feeling, rather than reflecting 
NI LION, ever think otherwiſe, they are deceived. But theſe 
expences would be regulated by wiſdom, and confined within 


- thoſe bounds which the neceſſities of the rere —_ 


ſcribe. l ö 45 ' 3 $-ch fy 


_ - Sven are the effects to bs expected i in has common angels 
of things, from a Houſe of Commons, the expreſs image of the 
collective body. But to entitle it to this character, I de not 
| heſitate to aſſert, that the baſis of election muſt be extended 
to ROMAN CATHOLICS. They are men, with all the energies 
of our nature. . By the cultivation of their native powers 


and feelings, the ſtock of national virtue, ſpirit, and freedom, 


\ \ may be enereaſed as well as improved. I muſt remark in this 


j Place, that their ancient prepoſſeſſions, and their recent decla- 
/ rations, are all in favour of three eftates; the defence of 
which, is one of the objects of theſe briefs eſſays. 


Wr have lived to ſee ſyſtematic corruption not only prac- 


tiſed in ſecret, but avowed by adminiſtration. We have 
| known charges of the highcſt crimes againſt the Majeſty of 
the ſtate, againſt the fountain of honours, and the'pnſullicd 
purity that ſhould diſtinguith the nobles of the land, ready 


to be made, but refuſed a hearing ; tho' the guardian of his 
country was the accuſer, and millions of wronged ſubjeas 
were impatient ſor the iſſue, From ſuch a ſcene it is na- 
tural to turn away with diſguſt ; and pointing at the de- 
formed figure, to exclaim, — Ii this our glorious and happy con- 


ſtitulion? But let her appear in her native colours, and the 
attentive ſpectator will diſcern the complexion of health, the 
lines of beauty, and the proportions of ſtrength. Even in 


her preſent condition, we ſee the remains of a gigantic and 
venerable form, retaining ſuch vigour in old age as few other 
conſtitutions exhibit in youth. Enereaſe the circulation by a 
new portion of the vital principle, and our governmeat may 
long remain a bleſſing to all who enjoy it; an example of 


( 93 ) 


one of the fineſt theories of antiquity, realiſed. For ſuch 


was the conſtitution which -Polyblus deſcribed as the per- 


ſection of human contrivance, 500 years before the Saxons, 
uevcr1sT and noRsa, had landed on Britiſh ground; 
and ſuch was the conſtiturſon Which Cicero praiſes in the 
| following words Statuo eſſe aptime conſtitutam rempub- 
« licam quæ ex tribus generibus illis regali, optimo, et popu- 
« lari cn Huſa modice, nec puniendo irritet animum immanem 
« et ſerum, nee omnia prætetmittendo licentia cives dete 
« riores reddat ! Cic. Frag, Lib. a. de Rep. I lay 
it down (he fays) as a müxim, that that ſlate is beſt conſti · 
tuted, which beiby compoſed of the three ſorms, royal, ariſ- 
tocratie, and popular, neither etaſperates the e wuruly- and 
ferocious mind of the multitude, by ſeverity 5” nor 1 Fe 4 
the people, by nerutious OREN” 


War government is the moſt tehrable, th 3 
to the nature of human beings ? — That which does not re- 


quire an inceſſant add unrelazed/action of, ti whole people to 
keep it alive i but which, by frequent: veriodical calls, te- 


minds them of the rights of man, and the conſtitution of 
their government. Not that which can only exili by conti- 
nual appeals to every member of the comtnunity, which refts 
on the unremitting activity and hervie virtuts of each; and 
tumbles into ruin when deprived of theſe precarious ſupports. 
Such an one is neither ealeulated to promote the moſt dul a- 


ble liberty, nor happineſs of men. a 


4 


Ix the firſt moments of Andie 9 e the e 
of every individual fight the battles of the country, the lue- 


ceſſes of a new people may dazzle others ſank in turpid re- 


poſe ; but they are by no means proofs of the” futute excels 
lence or Rability of their embrio conftiltion.” 32 


Tur great Authbr of Nature never but b the binnen 


purpoſes of wiſdom, ſuſpends the laws of his goverument. 


, Tracing an analogy between his works and thoſe of his 
creatures, we may pronounce, that ſtructures which are 
molt haſtily erected, have the worſt chance of laſting 
exiſtence ; whilſt thoſe which ſpring from vecaſions, and 
grow out of the wants of the human fouk—1may be confider- 
ed as reſting on ſoundations laid by a divine hand, 

Cc 


—— 


\ 
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o Br the corruption of PN Ag od the abſolute in- 
„ fluence of a King or his Miniſter on the two Houſes, 
© we return into that ſtate, to deliver us, or ſecure us from 
28 which, Parliaments were inſtituted. |Our whole conſti- 
tution is at once diflolved. Many ſecurities to liberty 
. * are provided ; but the integrity which depends on the 

freedom and the independeney of parliament, is the key- 
« ſtone which keeps the whole together. If this be 
' & ſhaken, our conſtitution totters; if it be quite removed, 
„ our conſtitution falls into ruin. That noble fabric, the 
pride of Britain, the envy of her neighbours, raiſed by 
the labour of ſo many centuries, repaired at the expence 
* of ſo many millions, and cemented by ſuch a profuſion 
„ of blood; that noble fabric, I ſay, which was able to 
. ©. refiſt the united efforts of ſo many races of Wen _ 


7 my demoliſhed wy r moe by PIGMIES,” 
| { BOLIN GBROKE, - 


i rr is now near two thouſand years fince Polybius, in con- 
templating the various defects to which governments were 
ſubject, conceived a mixture of the elements of each, that 
was te avoid the errors of all. He probably did not enter- 
tain a hope, that the bold flight of his fancy would be realiz- 
ed in the revolution of time; that the ſyſtem would prove 
as excellent in practice as it was in theory; and that its pre- 
eminence would be placed beyond the poſſibility of doubt, 
by its having among its other virtues the e one 5 
ſtability. | N | 


His ſpeculation was founded on the nature of Man; 
elſe that would at this day remain only the monument of a 
fine i imagination, which our rude anceſtors enjoyed long after 
in their native woods. They * the ſpirit and N 


1 


nn) 


of the Britiſh Conſtitution : and if we are aſked in what re- | 

cords the charter of their liberties is to be found, we anſwer 
with nun, that “ it was not writ on parchment, nor yet on 
« leaves, or barks of trees; for it preceded the uſe of writ- 
1 ing and all other civilized arfs of life.” 


Ir is one of the many perfections of that att which, 
with a necefſary reform, theſe papers contend for, that it has 


the peculiar faculty of recovering after every fall; inſtead of 
| gradual declenſion, and diſſolution... Even the commanding 
mind of cxemweLL, could only change its monarchical out- 
line for a ſeaſon; and cnarLEs and JAMES ſuſpended the 
democracy in its comipatition, at the expence of the head 
of the one, and the crown. of the other, The machine felt 
tranſient convulſions, but reverted back to its original ſtate 
with more cclerity than i it had departed from it. 


80 deeply laid in the conſtitution is the ſpirit of liberty, 
that it roſe ſuperior to the power of the Plantagenets, 
Tudors, and Stuarts, and to yy attack from every quar- 
: ter, . | * 1 5 . : 


To-revire i ſpirit, we 18 only torecur to its firſt princi- 
ples; and, clearing away the rubbiſh of centuries, erect the po- 
pular pillar of government on a foundation which ſhall at once 
procure ſecurity to the crown, 1 to the peerage, and 
liberty to the people. 


% at fees mple is in us. We can reviſe and hb or 
rather. reſtore; for the ſtructure contains wage _ mate- 
rials for its repair. | | 


STRENGTHENED by the opinions and actions of the greateſt 
men in modern times, without a ſingle contrary authority, 
till within the two laſt years, —-many contend, that. the conſti- 
tution is not merely a name, but A REALITY :—others allege, 
that to the latter character it has no pretenſions, becauſe it 
is not FIXED and WRITTEN—and. becauſe it is ALTERABLE 
by the King, Lords, and Common3z.—But all agree, that a 
reform in the Commons Houſe is an object in the higheſt 
degree deſirable; and that * * and perſeverance, it may 
be effected. | 
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Lr every honeſt heart and hand, then, bo applied to bring 
it about. In the difunion of the people, evil governors 
found their hopes; in an adherence to nen ade they 
have their greateſt mos 


Ir little concerns me "hid party is either pleaſed or diſ. 
pleaſed by the freedom of theſe THovenTs, as they are dic- 


- rated by a genuine affection for my native land; by an aver- 


non ta every power that would-trample on the rights of my 
fellow men; and by a fincere forrow for all their wan- 
gering from the plain line of practicable good. My regard 
for a radical reform is ſufficiently evinced; as my object 
is to promote an union among the people of Ireland, and 
to urge thoſe under whoſe eye theſe papers may fall, to 
direct their hopes to one undiſputed point. In that point 
ALL meet; and againſt the neceſſity of attaining it, the 


moſt corrupt courtier, penſioner, or ſycophant, no longer 


preſumes to offer an argument. 


Wirn thoſe virtuous men, whoſe ſole object is a fair organ 
through which the will of the people may be declared in 


Parliament, I truſt, that the one grand object may be purfued 


with ſteady decifion ; and that ſpirit and moderation may be 


ſo happily co-mingled, that on the heads of Governors ſhall 


Fall any evil that can follow. Every thing bordering on pre- 
eipitation or intemperance, would be ruin and defeat. If 
the nation, as an aggregate whole, come fairly and decidedly 
forward—fucceſs will follow. But even the thoughtleſs agi- 
tator ſhould beware how matters are puthed to extremes, 
ere the counties and the provinces are ready to fpeak and 
to act. Such men are ap: to look ſrom the ſpot they inhabit, 
as the ſoul of a ſyſtem ; to imagine that its rays illume the 
fartheſt verge of the circle; and that the ſame ardent heat 
prevails at the extremities w hich i is felt at the ceuter. 


To thoſe inveſted with power, I beg leave to addreſs a few 
words. They ſhould hear them with the- greater candour, as 


they come ſrom one who deteſts levelling and republican 


principles, as much as he condemns. the blemiſhes that deface 
our Conſtitution, To reſtore, the weight properly belonging 
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to each of the three powers, is the utmoſt extent of his wiſh ; 
and that wiſh has not. odhe reaſon, but millions to ſupport it. 


| From an attentive obſervation of the growth of public 
opinion, of what has paſſed and is paſſing in the minds of men, 
laver that the ſeint approbation of the meaſure, which ſormer- 
ly convoked county meetings, and provincial ones, a volunteer 
convention, and a civil aſſembly of delegates, has at length 
given way to a deſire of reform, which animates every breaſt, 
and whiſpers that the rights of the people, purſued even in the 


ways of peace, cannot long be withheld. That it is not 


now as it once was, confined ta a virtuous few, who with un- 
ceaſing labour fanned the ſpark—but actuates every honeſt 
man, of every rank. It is not reſtricted to the needy, to 
whom ſcenes of conſuſion afford profit and delight; but em- 


braces all, or almoſt all, the gentlemen of landed property 


in Ulſer, not within the baleful influence of a Court. They 
join in the general prayer for a reform, as public tranquility 
and the wiLL or THE NATION require it. They are thoſe 
who have moſt to contend for, and to whom peace and the 
ſecurity of property muſt ever be dear; but their judgment 
concurs with that of every thinking man, that a gracious and 

woll timed conceſſion may enſure the loyalty and happineſs 
of Ireland for generations. A wiſe ſtateſman would even in 
times of profound peace inveſtigate this great canker in the 
ſtate ; nor in war ſhould he ſhrink from it. 


Tuis is the intereſt of the King, and the King - n : 


of the People, and the People's friends may i it be conſidered 
with the ſeriouſneſs ITO the ſubject deſerves ! 


PROERASTINATION j is dangerous; decifion, wiſdom. There 
are times when moderate improvement would be accepted 
with pleaſure and content, that at a more advanced ſtage 
would be rejected with ſcorn. Let no man pretend that 
principles unfriendly to the ſpirit of the Conſtitution, are 
widely diſſeminated—if there are ſuch, they lurk in a few 
breaſts, and are too feeble to infect the general maſs, . Every 
ſociety of Citizens, every Volunteer body, every Catholic 


meeting, diſclaims them—and reſts their 1 * on 
AMENDMENT, not SUBVERSION, 
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Ir government require a lefſon, they may receive it from a 
Apt ce qualified to ſteer |thro* a tempeſtuous ocean. 
With his advice, tkerefore, given ig e on the rah 
ult. ſhall this number conclude. 1 


enARLrSs rox's ADVICE To MINTSTERS. 


What, it may be aſked, would I propoſe to do in hours of e. 
lion like the preſent ? I will anſwer openly. If there is a ten- 


deney in the Diſſenters to diſcontent, becauſe they conceive 
_ themſelves unjuſtly ſuſpected and truely calumaniated, what 


thould 1do ? 1 would inſtantly repeal the Teft and Cor pora- 
tion Akts, and take from them thereby all caufe of complaint. 
If there were any perſons tinctured with a republican ſpirit, 
becauſe they thought that the repreſentative government was 
more perſect in a republic, I would endeavour to amend ibe 
repreſentation of the Commons, and to prove that the Houſe of 
Commons, though not choſen by ALL, ſhould have no other 
intereſt than to prove itſelf the repreſentative of all. If there 


were men diffatisfied in Scotland or Ireland, or. elſewhere, on 


account of diſabilities and exemptions, of unjuſt prejudices, 
and of cruel reſtrictioas; I would repeal the penal ſtatutes, 


which are a difgrace to our law book. If there were other 


complaints of grievance, I would redreſs them where they 
were really proved; but above all, 1 would conſtantly, cheer- 
fully, patiently, IIs TN. 1 would make it known that, if 
any man felt, or thought he felt a grievance, he might come 
freely to the bar of this Houſe, and bring his proofs. And 
it ſhould be made manifeſt to all the world, that where they 
did exiſt, they ſhould be redreſſed; where they did not, that 
it ſhould be made manifeſt, If I were to iſſue a proclamati- 


on, this ſhould be my proclamation: If any man has a 


grievance, let him bring it to the bar of the Commons Houſe 
of Parliament, with the firm perſuaſion:of having it honeſtly 
inveſtigated.” ' Theſe are the ſubſidies that I would grant to 
Government. What, inſteadof this, is done? Suppreſs the 
complaint—check the circulation of knowledge command 
that no man ſhall read; or that as no man under ol. a year 
can kill a partridge, that no man under 20 or 3ol. a year 
dare to read or to think. | | 
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« I Engliſh S in North America are entitled to 

4 certain rights, by the immutable laws of nature, the 

principles of the Britiſh Conſtitution, and the ſeveral 
* CHARTERS or COMPACTS,” 

„ eee darts Cope TING) 
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FEBRUARY 12. 


"THE: wood CONSTITUTION, has a variety of ſignifications, 
In a general ſenſe it means the act or manner in which 
any thing is conſtituted, or the parts of which it is. compoſed, 
When applied to politics, it ſometimes expreſſes the com po- 
nent or conſtituting members of a government ; as when we 
. fay, that King, Lords, and Commons, are the: conſtitution of 
Great Britain. At other times, it means certain principles, 
laid as a foundation, on which a future government may be 
built: but as it has ſeldom happened, that people had an 
opportunity of proceeding ſo methodically, this, till of late, 
was a very unuſual ſenſe of the word.— The Ggnification, 
which it has obtained in England and Ireland, is a collxc- 
| TION OF FUNDAMENTAL KIGHTS, which were early aſſerted and 
eſtabliſhed by the people; to which by long habit and ex- 
perience they have become firmly attached, and which they 
conceive to be eſſential to the continuzace : of their li- 
berties. 


_ Is England has no conſtitution, than never 8 Ja the 
world till within theſe ſeventeen years ; and all the nations 
of antiquity as well as of modern times, were ſlaves. Whoever 
has been gulled by ſuch a deceitful peſition, may bluſh for a 
ſhameful ſurrender of his underſtanding. | 


Lxxx us for an inſtant, look to AUER A; the xk r | 
in which it ſcems there is a conſtitution. What is her con- 


| .Þ 200 ) „ 
Nitution, deſervedly boaſted. and well calculated as it is, 


| for the manners of the inhabitants? It is a declaration in 
writing of moſt of the primary principles of that very Britiſh 
one, the exiſtence of which is queſtioned ! Theſe principles 


| HAVE exiſted and Do exiſt in force, after the revolution of 


many ages. America has not only ſound, but traced them, 
in legible characters. She has given them © a viſible form”, 
and wifely adopted them into her Tyſtem ; as far as it was 
Practieable, from the difference between the Sy, of a 
Preſident, and that of a King. 


"Hr who ſearches with tons; witt he at no loſs 1 to and 
the Britiſh Conſtitution in eunarrxs; in ſtatute and com- 
mon law ; in immemorial MAaxiMs AND PRACTICES; and in 
that unrivalled ſyſtem of yzINcIeLEs, from which theſe, have 
iſſued. John Adams, the Vice Preſident of the United States, 
has within theſe two ears informed us, that it lies in a 
venerable body of unwritten or cuſtomary laws, ſanctioned 
1 the accumulated experience of ages, and by ſtatutes. G7 


Wr will briefly try how far this is founded Arne Con- 
Gitutian, at ſo early a period as the Satons in England, 
eftabliſhes our right to a government by laws, framed by 
thoſe who are to be governed; and to the trial by Jury. It 
eſtabliſhes our right to very general ſuffrage; for from the 
reg of Stand in 877, to the 7th of rot I Ines; 7 ] and 
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NOTES REFERRED 10 ABOVE. 


(7. ) _ Hen. IV. enacts, that "ur All thoſe that thaw * 
40 preſent, as well ſureties duly fammoned for this cauſe, as 
« others, ſhall attend to the election of their Knights for the 
« Parliament; and then, in full county, thall procred to 
selection freely and indifferently, aro, nay Ten 
$5.08 commandment to the contrary.” | 


IA far from adducing this inſtance; of an _ Pate, res 
ſpecting univerſal ſuffrage in counties, as an argument for a 
d doption in the preſent altered circumſtances of ſociety. It 
is one of thoſe points, on which the beſt friends of bens 


{ 
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male inhabitant was, or might be, an cdector. During Henry's 
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may hold diſſi milar opinions ;- and on which nothing ſhould © 


t:mpt us to ſplit. . Certainly, genrral liberty may be well 
maintainefl, without the communication of franchiſe to pau- 


pers, vagabonds, and. the loweſt order: of the ft ate.. It cam 


never be denied that the ſtrict line of theoretical right goes 
che full length; but we are obliged to deſert that, 'when we 
exclude every male that happens to be a ſingle hour ſhort of 


twenty one years of age; as well as thoſe who ceaſe to be _ 
mingrs, between the termination of one electien and the 


commencement” of anbther. If we muſt thus, in order to 
produce the greateſt good, exelude àa monſtrous proportion of 
all the male inhabitants of a"conatry, on the ſcore of mental 
incapacity during non-age; on the ſame principle, perſons 
dependant. on others, through poverty or ſervitude, are ag ill 
qualified to perform the duty, of free agents as the youth of 
eighteen, nineteen, or twenty. And we need not be inform- 
ed that theſe periods are the moſt favourable to virtuous en- 
tbuſiaſm, as well as leaſt liabſe to ſelſiſh paſſions. Beſide theſe 
arguments, it may be alleged that COMMERCE, that great 
ſpring of political independence, as well as the fixed intereſt 
in LanD, ſhould be protected by parliamentary repreſentati- 
on. I ſhall add another conſideration, which has engaged the 
attention of writers on this ſubject. Our government being 


a mixed one, its democracy might by ſuch an unlimited ac- 
ceſſion of power, become more than paramount to the other 


branches, and eventually accompliſh their ruin; at the ſame 
time that it might, as it appears it did jn old times, be attend- 
ed with tumult and confuſion at the huſtings. It is ſufficient 
for my argument, to have thus revived a conſtitutional fact, 
tending to demonſtrate that without diſturbing ancient ſoun- 
dations, the baſe of election may be as widely extended as 
the beſt intereſts of liberty can poſſibly require. 


(3.) Tax preamble of the, act, 8th Henry VI. limiting 
elective ſranchize to 40s freebolders, runs thus: 
5 5 D d e 
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minority (when he was erowned King of France at Wale 


lar was enacted confining. elective ee to e | 
poſſeſſed of a freehald worth.406 Per. unn]. | 


=> Ir eſtabliſhes our right to very frequent elections of Parlia- 
ment; for they were held twice in every year down to 1400. 
| The good old cuſtom of frequent Parliaments, was declared by 
Natute 4. Ed. III. which expreſsly ſays, that they © ſhall be 
holden once every year and more often if need be.” And bx 
Statute 36 of ſame reign; which declares that op: » n | 


Volden every year.” 


H then. Our 1 even * the written law * the | 
land, and by ſtill more ancient uſage, to a very extended elec- 
tive kranchide, and to very frequent Parliaments, is fully 
proved. They are as noble foundations of a repreſentative 
nne. as any which modern times can boaſt of. 


Mach CHARTA. In 1215, we find ſome of ite parts in 
the great N of King John; TM _ only a I 
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„ Wurnzas the elections of knights of hires, t. to come to 
e the Parliament of our Lord the King, in many counties of 
the realm of England, have now of late been made by 


« very great outrages; and exceſſive numbers of people, 
* dwelling within the ſame counties of the realm of England, 


& of the which moſt. part was of people of ſmall ſubſtance, 


« and of no value, whereof every of them pretended a voice 
« equivalent, as to ſuch electors to be made, with the moſt 
- worthy Knights and Eſquires dwelling within the ſame 
et counties; whereby manſlaughter, riots, batteries, and di- 
-G vifions, among the gentlemen and other people of the ſame 
counties, ſhall very likely riſe and be, unleſs convenient 
er and due remedy be e in this behalf. Our Lord the 


x Fry eater, 


© King, Ko ME." 62 | Tre 


Fo 


 Asxzcondat paſſed, mv Henry V VI. requiring that the 
freehold (to uſe its own words) ſhould “ lie within the ſame 


county where any ſuch chooſers will meddle of any ſuck 
m OOO,” : | 


e operation ſeveral centuries before, 
that æra. This charter, in order to prevent arbitrary im- 
priſonment, eſtabliſhes the principle, that the meaneſt ſub- 
ü je& can-only be brought to trial, when [lawful evidence i is 
given againſt him. [MAG. on. Article 47). That his trial | 


i 
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muſt be by jury 85 48.} It aboliſhes * exceſſive fines, 
aud alſo pledges t 


Earls and great Barons, ſhall be ſummoned to the great Council. 


| (afterwards called the Parliament) each by a particular writ : 


and the leſſer Barons, by a general ſummons of the Sheriff, 
This charter was deemed ſo valuable a portion of the conſti- 


| tution, that our anceſtors: took care to have it confirmed 
thirty times; that i important part of it which ſecures. perſonal 
liberty has been corroborated by ſix different ſtatutes; and all 


its eſſential articles were granted to Ireland, in like manner, 


2 Henry III. 


' Evan in the few. Ker Fi which 1 e ſeleRed, we 
trace valuable traits of a conſtitution. - | 


We find it alſo in the Trio or n1GuTs, 1 che reign of 


| Charles I. which renewed and extended THE GREAT CHAR» 


R. Among other matters, it prevents the Crown from oblig- 


ing, the people to grant loans independently of Parliament; 


it prevents impriſonment without previous cauſe ſhewn; it 
prevents condemnation to death by Crown Commiſſioners, 
without trial by the laws and ſtatutes of the realm. 80 far 
as this law went, it reſtored. certain parts of the conſtitution 
which had been infringed by the monarch. 


We find it in the nasras conrus act of Chavles I. which 
obliges a jailor to produce in court the body of his priſoner, 
and ſhew cauſe for his detainder.—By it t no —. can 2 

mitted for the ſame offence ; which-laſt (Hume ſays) was 
2 a for liberty, that had not place oor any be 4 go- 
verament; and thoſe which ſince that zra have enjoyed it, 
borrowed. it from that conſtitution which we are now ex- 
ploring in ſome of its principal parts. 


WIr find i it in the Bilt or RIGHTS, Ain in us among 


| 6 matters THAT neither laws, nor the execution of them, 


ie Crown not to * ſell, deny, or defer _ | 
and juſtice” to any man. It alſo requires that the Prelates, - 
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can be ſuſpende dy regal eberdey-rge Sers enimber, 18 
by i 8 money for, or to the uſe of the Crown; 
Without grant of Parliament, iv illegal righit of the ſubjec to 
55 er the King, deelared law; and all commitments or pro · 
ions for exerciſing that right, contrary to it. A ſtanding | 
army in peace, without conſent of Parliament, illegal. Night af 
Proteſtant ſubjects to carry arms, aſſerted. Election of Mem- 
bers of Parhament ought to be free. | Freedom of ſpeech 
aud debate in Parliament, not impeachable; nor to be 
queſtioned in any court or place out of the ſame. Exceſſi ve 
| baif not to be required; nor exceſſive fines impoſed ; nor 
cruel, nor unuſual puniſhments inflicted, | Jurors to be duly 
f impannelted (not packed); and Juries on charges of | high 
trealou, to conſiſt of freehiolders. And for en of all 
glevances,! Parliaments'to be er frequently.” DS TE 


Taz great Whig 88 WM. PITS, non indeed the 
preſeat gentleman of that name,) mentions one of the pr in- 
ciples of our conſtitution, in the ſollowing- admirable man- 
ner.—* It is a maxim of our law, that every Engliſhman's 
* houſe is his caſtle, Not that it is ſurrounded with walls 
and battlechents: it may be a firaw-builr ſhed. Every 

41 wind of Heaven, may whiſtle roand it Wall the elements 
© of nature, may enter in but the King cannot ; the King 
« dare not. - Reſpecting MAGNA CHARTA, it is a rule that 
infringements of that charter ſhould not have the force of 
ſaw. Among other principles, are theſe ; that jurors ſhould 
be of the vicinage and not compoſed of 'men living at a 
diſtance. That the duties of the King, to his people, and the 
allegiance of the people to their Eing. are reciprocal 
That the people may xzzx$187 a Monarch, who en- 
eudeavours to ſubvert the religion, laws, and liberties of hig 
ſubjects ; ; and that although to declare war, is the preroga- 
tive of the King; to grant or withhold the means of carrying 
it on, is the her of No people, through their 1e 
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I navs attempted to enumerate ſome, among [thobfainds, 
of the weiTTeN proofs of the exiſtence of a conſtitution ; and 
of our right to the enjoyment of one, on certain known and 
fixed. principles. But even charters and conſtitutional | 
ſtatutes, are only teſtimonies of 1IMMEMORIAL RIGHTS and 


Cj 7 . 


GE ERIE LT whatever infringes + on ben Maud be 
nougatory and void. Countries long deprived of fuch, bleſſings, 
chat cannot plead the argument drawn from preſcription, 
naturally fly to parchment 'declararions, as means of arreſting 
them in their flight. But the claims of Britons and Iriſh- 
men, are not only founded on the nature of man, but have 
been preſerved by a living and active principle, which neither 
the revolution of time, nor the | encroachments of regal 
power, have been able to ern "__ their memories, 
nor-extinguiſh i in their breaſts. | 


Tun ſeveral cights mentioned i in a this paper, have been oc- 
ealichaliy circumſcribed ; but none of them have been ex- 
tinguiſned. The encroachments on the Conſtitution have 
proceeded, at one time, from the deſpotic influence of the 
Monarch, as in the reign of James II.—at another, ſrom thè 


tyrannical or avarieious temper of the people themſelves.— 
An. inſtance of the. laſt kind, we had in the American war. 
The Engliſh, by aiming at unreaſonable power, and iniqui- 


tous revenue, involved. themſelves in an immenſe debt; and 
in order to pay the intereſt of it, they have been 
obliged to give up a ſhare of their. liberty, by ſubmitting to 
Exciſe laws, (which render an Enghſhman's houſe no longer 
his caſlle) and to other unconſtitutional acts; juſt as an ex- 
travagant individual feels his freedom abridged by his im- 


prudence. Theſe violations of the Conſtitution, it has gene - 


rally been the care, and is always the duty of the people to 
watch with a jealous" eye. It is of ſuch abuſes that all. 
true patriots complain, and ſeek redreſs. To the removal 
of them, they ſtudy to direct the attention of the people; 
knowing from reaſon, hiſtory, and daily experience, that 
when thus purified, the Britiſh- Conſtitution would anſwer 
the purpoſes of good government better, not only than any 
other that has ever been tried, but than any that has ever 
been imagined. This is the unanimous ſentiment of the pa- 
triotic Iriſhmen, who, on former trying occaſtons were ſigua- 
lized by their abilities and their virtues.” The people have 
every reaſou to rely upon the wiſdom and the patriotiſm of 
ſuch men, and no reaſon to ſuſpect them of deſertion. But 


there are men, whom the people ſhould TRY before they | 
TRuUsT,—They ſhould place their contidence in the PRIOR | 
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whom 1 have deſaribed, rather than in thoſe perſons whom | 
Jam going to mention, There are perſons who endeavour, 
in their ſpeeches and actions, to drive things by precipitate, - 
and premature violence, to a greater extremity than any one. 


thought of before them; who ſeem to pay little regard to 


peace and good order; but fpeak familiarly of bloodſhed and 


devaſtation ; who laugh at a government that has ſtood the 


teſt of ages; and ſecured the domeſtic comfort, the internalquiet, | 


and the perſonal liberty of the people, as well as ex- 


. tended the power and ſupported the dignity of the country 


abroad, better than any other that has ever been heard of, 
Theſe men truſting to, and infulting your ignorance, throw 


out certain crude and fantaſtical ideas, which, inſtcad of be- 


ing juſtified by experience, are nothing more than gueſs-work 
and conjecture. Among theſe, is that abſurd notion, and 
notable diſcovery, that the Engliſh have no Conſtitution.— 
Now we know, that till lately, the Engliſh were the only 
people that knew what a Conſtitution meant; that in a po- 
litical ſenſe even the very word was peculiar to their lan- 


guage, and borrowed from it, by thoſe who lately had no 


ſuch term, becauſe they had no ſuch idea !—that Tager 
therefore knew beſt what it meant; and if others wiſhed to 


expreſs a different meaning, they ſhould have invented a 

different word. Such men as theſe are no more worthy of 

your confidence, than braggedocivs, e or 1MPOSTORS 
of any other claſs, | | 


Recurarx the PRACTICE of our government by its PRIN= 
cIPLES; give us Parliaments FREQUENTLY | CHOSEN, and 


REALLY RETURNED by Ihe great body of Tas Porr, and we 


ſhall enjoy all that the wiſe and good have looked. for, or that 
can ever be found, in FREE GOVFRNMENT. | 


% 


ADDITIONAL NOTES. 


Sin John Thompfon, afterwards Lord Haverfham, in his 
memoirs of the Earl of Anglefea, informs us, that,“ from 
« the iſt of Edward III. (1327) to the x4th Henry IV. (1412) 


in the ſpace of 85 years, there are cxtant 72 original writs 


« for the ſummons of Parliament; ſo that allowing 40 days 


= 


an 


nf | 
from the teſts. to the returns of che writs, and but one 
< month for the ſittings of Parliament, there will not be a 
« year's-mterval between the diſſolution ef one Parliament 
and the ſummons of another.” And there are now two 


laws in force for the annual meeting of the 5 e 


viz. 4th and 36th of 8 III. 


Tur early attention of Parliamont to prevent the fatal 


effects of corrupt influence on its members, has been ſeldom 


noticed. Kt appears demonſtratively to have been the ſenſe 


_ of Parliament in theſe days, that thoſe who had a vote in 


* to eſtabliſh ſome other of the royal race upon the ſame.” 


granting a tax ſhould have no concern in the collection of 


it; of caurſe « Place Bill is not a novelty in the Conſtitution. 
in Edward III. it was particularly provided, that © no Knights 
« of Shires, Citizens, or Burgeſfes, returned to Parliament, 
© ſhould be collectors ſor the taxes or ſubſidies granted to 
« the King.” And whea a capitation tax was granted, 4th 
Richard Il. (1380) it was alſo enacted, that © no. Knight, 
« Citizen, or Burgeſs, of this Parliament, ſhould be collector 


< of this money; but that the King ſhould appoint ſuch as 


4 ſhould equally levy it, according to the meaning of the 
grant, throughout the Kingdom.“ 


Tur following ſpirited reply was given by the n 
to a declaration of Richard II. twelve years before the depo- 


ſition of that King: viz. 1387. 


« We have an ancient Conftitution ; and it was not many 
ages fince experimented, (it grieves us that we muſt mention 
< ic) that if the King, through any evil council, or weak ob- 
« ſtinacy, or contempt of his people, or out of a perverſe or 
* froward wilfulneſs, or by any other irregular courſes, ſhall 


« alicnate himſcH from his people, and refuſe to govern by the | 


« laws aud ſtatutes of the realm, according te the laudable or-. 
< dinances, and their faithful advice; but will throw himſelf 


„ headlong into wild defigns, and ſtubboraly exerciſe his own 
« ſingular arbitrary will; that, from that time, it ſhall be 


< lawful for his people, by their full and free aſſent and con- 
« ſent, io depoſe that King from his throne, and in his ſtead 
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whom 1 have deſcribed, rather than in thoſe perſons whom 
Jam going to mention, There are perſons who endeayour, | 
in their ſpeeches and actions, to drive things by precipitate, - 


and premature violence, to a greater extremity than any one 


| thought of before them; who ſeem to pay little regard to 
peace and good order ; but fpeak familiarly of bloodſhed and 


devaſtation ; who laugh at a government that has ſtood the 


| teſt of ages;and ſecuredthe domeſtic comfort, the internal quiet, 


and the perſonal liberty of the people, as well as ex- 


. tended the power and ſupported the dignity of the country 


abroad, better than any other that has ever been heard of. 


out certain crude and fantaſtical ideas, which, inſtead of be- 


Theſe men truſting to, and infulting your ignorance, throw 


ing juſtiſied by experience, are nothing more than gueſs-work 
and conjecture. Among theſe, is that abſurd notion, and 
notable diſcovery, that the Engliſh have no Conſtitution. 
Now we know, that till lately, the Engliſh were the only 
people that knew what a Conſtitution meant; that in a po- 
liticat ſenfe even the very word was peculiar to their lan- 


guage, and borrowed from it, by thoſe who lately had no 


ſuch term, becauſe they had no ſuch idea —that Turr 
therefore knew beſt what it meant ; and if others wiſhed to 


expreſs. a different meaning, they ſhould have invented a 
different word. Such men as theſe are no more worthy of 
your confidence, than braggadocios, nnen, or 1MPFOSTORS 
oſ any other claſs, 


RecuLaTE the PRACTICE of our government by. jts PRI 


ciPLES; give us Parliaments FREQUENTLY | CHOSEN, and 


| REALLY RETURNED by 4he great body of Tas Torr, and we 


ſhall enjoy all that the wiſe and good have looked. for, or that 
can ever be found, in FREE GOVFRNMENT. 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES. 


Irn John Thompfon, afterwards Lord Haverfham, in bie 
memoirs of the Earl of Anglefea, informs us, that,“ from 
« the tſt of Edward III. (1327) to the x4th Henry IV. (1412) 
in the ſpace of 85 years, there arc cxtant 72 original writs 
for the ſummons of Parliament; ſo that allowing 40 days 


— 


wg 


| „ | 
« from. the teſts. to the returns of the writs, and but one 
< month for the ſittings of Parliament, there will not be a 
year's interval between the diſſolution of one Parliament 
« and the ſummons of another,” And there are now two 


laws in force for the annual meeting of the "AE > Parliament, 


viz. 4th and 36th of * III. 


Tur early attention of Parliament to prevent the ſatal 
effects of corrupt influence on its members, has been ſeldom 
noticed. 1. appears demonſtratively to have been the ſenſe 
of Parliament in theſe days, that thoſe who had a vote in 
granting a tax ſhould have no concern in the collection of 
it; of caurſe « Place Bill is not a noveity in the Conſtitution. 
In Edward HI. it was particularly provided, that © no Knights | 


of Shires, Citizens, or Burgeſſes, returned to Parliament, 


<« ſhould be collectors for the taxes or ſubſidies granted to 


the King.“ And when a capitation tax was granted, 4th 


Richard IL. (1380) it was alſo enacted, that no Knight, 

1 Citizen or Burgeſs, of this Parliament, ſhould be. collector 

< of this money; but that the King ſhould appoint ſuch as 

4 ſhould equally levy it, according to the meaning of the 
< grant, throughout the Kingdom.” 


Tux following ſpirited reply was given by the n 
to a declaration of Richard II. twelve years before the depo- 
ſition of that King: viz. 1387. 


« We have an ancient Conſtitution; and it was not many 
ages fince experimented, (it grieves us that we muſt mention 
< it) that if the King, through any evil council, or weak ob- 
, ſtinacy, or contempt of his people, or out of a perverſe or 
< froward wilfulneſs, or by any other irregular courſes, ſhall 


* alicnate himſelf from his people, and refuſe #9 govern by the 
« laws and ſtatutes of the realm, according te the laudable or- 


< dinances, and their faithful advice; but will throw himſelf 


% headlong into wild defigns, and ſtubboraly exerciſe his own 


* ſingular arbitrary will; that, from that time, it ſhall be 


< lawful for his people, by their full and free aſſent and con- 
« ſent, to depoſe that King from his throne, and in his ſtead 
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4 WS Tow Hiſtory. of: Greece, ee ee 
—_ : . V inberent in every form of republican policy, evinces 
= | - « the ineſtimable benefits: reſpkiag to liberty, itſelſ, from 
= ; wept gre ms ner eee 
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= Ar this period of en chung in ITE 

4 8 ment and ſentiment, every mind capable of reflection muſt 
* be more or leſs occupied i in conjectural anticipation of the 

event. Humanity revolts at the idea of civil commotion, 

and fondly. embraces every plan, however chimerical, for the 

extinction of animolity and an union of intereſts.” It is vain, 

1 . at this enlightened zra, to attempt the convictioh of | mau- 

| | kind 555 Amen e of een. + ng: enen by 

= E Power. , * + Fry 7 A 1815 1 


4 | | A srinr᷑ of enquiry — all ranks; it cann wig 8 
preſſed. It is now received ay, an incontrovertible Poſition, 
that every office in a State ſhould be inſtituted not for the ag- 
1 grandiaement of individuals, but for public utility... By this 
3 teſt every inſtitution is ſcrutinized, We aſk, if one was 
| deſigned in wiſdom ; another adminiſtered wth. integrity; ; 

a third attended with the advantages propoſed ? - 


" RIC 39721 5 
* 


Tus mode of inveſtigation js equally ROY WM ad 
Abuſive eſtabliſhments muſt ſink under the weight of public | 
bind, pbeaised by: cool enquiry, and confirmed by reaſon. 


1. READ with concern the inflammatory publications of wild 
reformers. They are incapable of appreciating our Conſti- 
tution. The r of a REPUBLIC in r 
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nation, 3 kick. we: have often borrowed ſentiments and 
manners, may ſeduce to imitation the unreflecting many, and 
afford a plauſible pretext for the malignant activity of the 
diſaffected wy few to ns Rouſttueiva; but my to its Ad- - 
mivitration;) | 175 er mite 2 #1 5444148 fs £ 


"Io is almoſt needleſs to aiſplay the beauty and wifdom of 


our Conſtitution, The advantages of republican, ariſtocratis 


cal, and monarchical governments are happily blended, and 
many of their defects. excluded. The words of the profound 
and elegant jou ſhould be emblazoned in letters of gold 
at this period —“ I can more readily admire the liberal ſpirit 
« and integrity, than the ſound judgment of any man, who 

« prefers a republican form of government, in this, or any 
other empire of equal extent. to a monarchy ſo qualified 
© and limited as ours. I am convinced, that neither is it 
ju theory, the wiſeſt ſyſtem of government, ngr practicable 
« in this country. Yet, though I hope the Engliſh Conſti- 
« turion will for ever preſerve its original monarchial form, 
I would have the manners of the people purely and ſtrictly 


« republican. I do not mean the licentious ſpirit of anarchy 


« and riot—T mean a general attachment to the common- 


« weal, diſtin from any partial attachment to perſons or 


« families; an implicit ſubmiſſion to the laws only. and an 
« e to the magiſtrate, proportioned to the i integrity 


« and wiſdom with which he diſtributes Juſtice” to his 8 


2 and adminiſters their affairs,” 


Ix proportion to my vttackwment 1 to 1 e is 
4 indignation at its profligate abuſe. That ſtate muſt be 
on the brink of diſſolution, when its ſervants deride publie 


opinion, and require no other ſanction for their meaſures 
than their own venal approbation: Amongſt whom, every 
ſentiment of honour and idea of rectitude, art ſaerificed to 
private intereſt; and who mingle in the uſual intereourſes 

of life, without bluſhing for their depravity, er feeling em- 
barraſſed in the preſence of unſullied virtue. Popular eon- 
troul muſt be purely nominal where the ,executive- power 
can command a majority. for the enaction © | 9 9 
majority obtained, not by views ol Por advantag „ nor 
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a guides by conſtitutional principles, have made a 3 
able ſurrender of their judgment for perſonal emolument. 


Is 4 — and.an.enipty- parade of work? Let 
every honeſt unprejudiced mind reflect. A celebrated hiſto- 
rian has ſaid © the principles of a free conſtitution are irre- 
coverably loſt, when the legillative power is | appointed by 
the executive. \ 


— in a free keine, muſt be always gradual | 
and imperceptible. The public mind, accuſtomed to freedom, 
would repel with indignation every palpable encroachment. 
on their unqueſtionable rights. But when oppreſſed beneath 
che weight of accumulated corruption, it loſes its native ener- 
gy, and the confcious dignity of independence. Even when 
the people abandon the ſpirit of the conſtication, 19 "wy 
_—_ a eee attachment to its forms. 


Tur moſt deteſted of the Roman Emperors, Aikguifed their 
enormities by the formalities, of juſlice. They dignified the 
ſenate, to render it an accomplice; and when it had ſerved 
as the egg it nn 8 cpa of War inſatiate am- 
N 3 10 ; 


Warn the body X the 8 are * ſar degenerated as to 
be amuſed with ſorms; when their opinion is diſregarded and 
their wiſhes ungratified by the legiſlative department ; what 
muſt be the conſequence? I do not wiſh to anticipate evils by 
reflection. I think and hope they will be obviated by 4 
TIMELF- REFORM. One of the moſt. ardent wiſhes of my. 
heart, is, that our conſtitution may be reſtared to its original. 


| purity, (without inteſtine. convulſion. Government ſhould. 


remember there i is a. certain point of depreſſion, from which a, 
retrograde motion commences. The people ſhould be in- 
ſtcructed, that there are conſtitutional means oi redreſs; and 


that eee pee wind is aur declared, it usr be 
le a . = LE this 


_Lauave ex been 120 at the 3 whe and oppoſite 
ines of men in private life, concerning the adminiſtration 
— who could have no perſonal intereſt in per- 


629 


petuating abuſe. One deſcription is ſtyled *** 
true motive is ſelf - eaſe they think liberty will laſt their 
liſe, and leave poſterity to ſhiſt ſor themſelves. Another or- 
der is denominated LEVELLERS : I believe their zeal for refor- 
mation proceeds from miſinformation. The greater part of 
mankind have not time to conſult the annals of their anceſ- 
tors, to trace the. gradual introduction of corruption, to 
compare different periods of the ſame ſociety, and to deduce 
concluſions of their reſpective ſelieity. Tacitus and Pliny 
were converſant with the productions and characters of Ci- 
cero and Cato, and imbibed their zeal. 
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FEBRUARY. IS. 
i oſten comes to paſs, that in governments, where part of 
„the legiſlative conſiſts of repreſentatives, choſen by the 
« people, that in tract of time this repreſentation becomes 
very unequal, and diſproportionate to the reaſons it was 
« firft eſtabliſhed upon. To what groſs abſurditics the fol- 
« lowing of cuſtom, when reafon has left it, may lead, we 
may be ſatisfied, when we ſee the bare name of a town, 
« of which there remain not fo much as the ruins; where 
« ſcarce fo much houfing as a ſheep-cote, or more inhabi- 
* tants than a ſhepherd, is to be found, ſend as many re- 
« preſentatives to the grand afſembly of law-makers, as a 
« whole county, numerous in people, and powerful in 
_ E riches,” EO 
| LOCKE., 


THE Author of theſe Thoughts cannot render more 
eſſential ſervice to his country, than by preparing a brief ab- 


ſtract of the ſeveral principles of a REFORMED REISEN A- 
TiON, recommended by the higheſt authorities, and ſome of 
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them in actual practice in America. The inhabitants of that 
country, under the guidance of as great and virtnous men 28 
any people were ever bleſſed with, and well acquainted with 
the errors that have cfept into the Britiſh Goveroment, 
give us a model for improving the repreſentative part of it. 
This number is dedicated to Mr GnATTAN, and thoſe Socte.. 
ties at preſent occupied in digeſting plans of reform. If it 
ſhall furniſh a fingle valuable hint, by bringing under the 
eye a general view of the ſeveral ſchemes propoſed for reno- 
vating the Third Branch of our Legiſtature, the Author 5 70 


deem bis trouble amply fewarded. | 


EARL OF enaTRAN. 

AmruTAT10N of depopulated Boroughs, and an enereaſe 
of county members. Speaking of the knights of © ſhires, 
« Would to God, (he ſaid) that reſpeQable repreſentation _ 
« were augmented to a greater number, in order to infuſe 
« freſh health and vigour: into the-found part of our rep! e- 
* ſentation.” In a vein of prophecy reſpecting boroughs, he 
called them, '* the rotten part of the conſtitution, It cannot 
« laſt the century. If it do not drop off, it muſt be copper 


DUKE OF RICHMOND, $ 


Ax account of the whole number of males of age in the | 
kingdom (paupers included) is to be taken and divided by 
the number of members to be ſent, which will find the quota 
of electors, to chuſe one member. From the beſt accounts, 
it would be in England about two thouſand fit hundred. 
Theſe are to be formed into diſtricts or boroughs from the 
moſt contiguous pariſhes, and by having all the elections 
throughout the kingdom in one and the ſame day, and taken 
in cach periſh, all fear of riots and tumults vaniſhes. 


ComrensaT10N made for disfranchized wet as a 
matter of expediency, not of & N 


Tax prefent number of members in the Houſe of Com- 


mons preſerved. 
PARLIAMENTS annual. | 

 Unpzcipe» reſpecting Catholics voting in Ireland. 
BALLOT not adviſable. 


(2713 
1 pocron pick. het 
 AzotitiON of decayed boroughs. b 


 ComyensaTron to the proprietors of e W 


as a matter of expediency. He ſays, © The neceſſity of abo- 


« liſhing ſuch boroughs is very apparent. There cannot be 
'U worſe nuiſances in a ſtate.” | 


Tur right oſ voting extended to all that have ebe to 


certain value; every county divided into ſix diſtricts, each 
of which to chuly one repreſentative, leaving the N 
repreſentatives to be choſen by the largeſt towus and bo- 


Froteſtanta. | 
Anh Parliaments. 


KEV. MR. WYVILL, 


ABoL1TION of decayed beroughs. Compenſation to every 
perſon immediately affected by it; and permiſſion to the dif- 
franchiſed electors to vote in the counties in lieu of their 


boroughs. 


RicuT of voting extended to all n paying taxes in 
the counties, cities, and boroughs, Roman Catholics in- 


cluded ; and to all leaſcholders for life, or for a term excced- 


ing 30 years, the yearly value of mcg ate ſhall be at 
leaſt 40 thillings. | 7 


Tut number of members diminiſhed by the dixfranchiſe- 
ment of boroughs, to be thrown into the counties, _ mas 
tal, and confiderabſe unrepreſented towns. | 


AN wuaL Parliaments preferable even to triennial. 


= 4 DOCTOR JEBB, 


UnivensaL ſuffrage. 


Taz country divided into anne. each aigria rervrnlag 
one member, | 


Roman Catholics of property to vote in common with 


(240% 


Or if the former cannot be had, disfranchifement of ſome ; 
of the boroughs, and compenſation. Right of election tran- 
1 to townſhips c or — 88 


. CaTuorrcs to vote. . 
. ANNUAL Parliaments: 


255 


Tux coaltituent body, not the . to FP art the WP 


of reform. 


. 


; . LORD EPTINGH AM. . 
Coons and cities to remain 6 


Doqurts to be divided i into four or more clafſes, accor- 


ding to their importance in the national ſeale, conſidering 
their population, TE Done and manufactures. ; 


| Eacu to return from four to ten or twelve burgetſes, 


ſent. 
Every man paying . ending s vote ſor Furgeſden 


Far poll to be taken on a certain day in every parith, be- 
fore the pariſh officers and principal inhabitants. 


ComernsaT1ON for difranchiſed n. 
Bal Tor not adviſeable. 
TRIENXNIAI. Parliaments. 


— 


MAJOR CARFREGHT, 


Un1vez3ar fuffrage. EleQion . Annual Pert 
ments. 


HEADS OF A PLAN, 


Preſented to the Dungannon Meeting of 1783, by the E er 
Committee of Correſpondence, and by them reterved to the 
National Convention. 

Drcavep boroughs disfranchized; and the ee of 
members thereby occaſioned, thrown into conſiderable 
towns, not at preſent repreſented ; aad into the * V. 
and great town repreſentation. 


making in the whole the ſame number of . g as ab ow 


' 3 


„ 
en webe to the Patrons of disfranchized W 


and for thoſe boroughs which having had the elective fran- 


chize veſted in a ſew, become free cities or boroughs. *I 


male (ideots, criminals, &c. excepted) poſſeſſed of a ſree- 


hold of 40 ſhillings, or e, MRO" to the value of 


201. over his legal debts. 


. In cities and towns, ure . 2 perſon. 
having a ny 2 houſe for which he pays gl. per annum or 
upwards. | | 


Mznzai ſervants excluded as voters, in county, city, or 


town, unleſs they be houſcholders paying taxes, 


__. * 


| 8 ſwears to his qualification, and that he will vote 
for the candidate he believes molt likely to ſupport the liber- 
ties of the people in Parliament. Alſo to take the oach 
againſt bribery. Votes once taken, to ſtand unimpeachable; 


heavy penalty againſt a voter falſely ſwearing, aud loſs of 
his franchize. 


' MzMBERS in Parliament (beſides the Ne . ia uſe) 
to ſwear that neither they, nor any perſona for them, with 
their knowledge, bribed any elector to vote for them. 


Annvaz Parliaments. | | Fn. 


Errorion by ballot. 


neee of ſuffrage to ſuch 3 of Roman Cato! 


lies as the National Conveation ſhould deem e for that | 


truſt. 


ALL cleQions held on the ſame day, in the different baro- 
nies, halſ-haronies, or pariſhes ; ſo as to finiſh in one Or 4 
very few days. 


Tora excluſion of placemen and penfioners : fix public | 


officers allowed to fit in the Houle, withou: voting; at the 
nomination of the Lord Lieutenant. | 


1 ; 


Quatartcarien in counties :—Exery refident ' Proveſtens, 
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. the National Convention of. Pla Dong e | 


in Dublin, in 1783. N 


* 


Wen e ae to be opened. by the adwiſfion. to, 


ſuffrage of a barony or bangen 25 or e e as the 
cafe may a 108; apc note. 


1 g 8 


Aur city, town. berough, or manor, (which hath bither- | 


to returned members) ſhall be conſidered decayed, that does 


not now contain a number of electors, over and above pot - 
wallopers, not leſs than 200 in Ulſter, too in Munſter and 
Connaught, and 70 in Leinſter. At any time hereafter when 


ſuch cities, &c. &c. ſhall ſo far fall into decay as not to fur. 


niſh that number of electors, they ſhall ceaſe to return mem- 


bers uatil the due number be ſupple ied. 


n 
— — ** — 


; WOTS82? *':; 5) rut 


r is obſervable that the above mode of er the bo» 
roughs was recommended by Mr. Flood, and formed on a 
precedent within the preſent reign, of SuoxzHAM in England. 
In 2d George III. (1762. ) that borough (in conſequence of the 
great corruption introduced by © the chriſtian club”) was 
thrown open to the forty-ſhilling freeholders, in the adjoining 


— 


| Rape of Bramber; whereby 1, a00 voters were added; and the 
| borough of cxicxLADe was opened (in 1782) ina Gmilar man- 


ner aud ſor like reaſons. 


A larz valuable publication, the Hiſtory of 8 
makes the following remark on theſe two caſes. The prac- 
tical experiment that has been tried at Shoreham and Crick- 
lade, of the advantages which would attend à Parlia» 
* mentary Reform, or even a ſimilar disfranchiſement of the 
corrupt and decayed boroughs, is a complete refugation of 
« every objection that has been urged againſt that important 


t meaſure, as theſe boroughs have fiace been repreſented by 


independent country, gentlemen, and every election has 
© fince been conducted with conſtitutional decorum.” 


Ma. PonsonBr's bill of reform, introduced into the Iriſh 
Honſe of Commons, in the Seſſion of 1793, and to be dif- 
cuſſed in the following Seſſion, adopts the principle of the 
Shoreham reform, which the National Convention of the 
Volunteers of Ireland likewiſe did, tea years before. 


ö ca) 


In cities, towns, boroughs; or manors, not decayed, (which. 


' hath hitherto returned members,) every Proteſtant, who 


poſſeſſes a Trechold intereſt, ycarly value of 100. originally- | 


ſet ſor 31 years or upwards,-and 15 years unexpired at the 
time, to be a voter in ſuch city,.&c. &c. not decayed. 


In, cities, towns, borouglis, or manors, (deemed by this 


plan decayed) which hath hitherto returned members; every 
Proteſtant who poſſeſſes a 'leaſebold; yearly value l. ovigi- 
nally fet for 3t years or upwards, and 1 years pp por at 


the time, to be a voter in ſuch city, & e. decayed.” © 


—ä—— ñ 2 — 


Un all cities, towns, borgughs, or manors, forty ſhilling 
ſreebolders aud, Apen. to haverptentin, ſuch cities, fe. 


| Non-nrhivent electors in any * county, ciry, town, bo- | 


rough, or manor, not to be permit ted to vote thereig,, ubtileſs 
their right ariſes from freehold or leaſehold FOOD of 201. 


Per ! annum. 1 P 8 
10 pulled beſides their - preſent ElaGhovs, perſolis poſſeſs· 


ing leuſehold intereſts for years, originally fet for 67 years or 


upwards, 'of 101. yearly value, and 20 Jour Ubieapittd,”1 to 
be voters in counties. No 1 Jr 1 * A1 * 1 N . 
- TRIENNIAL' Parliaments. 5 nee 30H! 1 ©" 111 4 1 1 


PLACEMEN vaente their ſeats, but capabloof as bo. 
Pensroners for life; or ar yours” and upwards; "vacate _ - | 
Suge | 
capable © of being returned. ENG | IR 


their ſeats, but capable of eminent No e 


o $3 467.3 


12 » wah #3 


hos Por xs taken deen by tepries i i each barony. 2313 


n $4 + + 5 ot {34 tn e $1 
ELzerions, viva voce 929 


ABROGATION of all corporation bye 1 hitherto made 
or to be made, contracting the franchise of electors. 


Ax oath taken by members, agalnſt the purchaſe of votes, 


alſo againſt accepting a penſion, during his holding à feat 
in Parliament, and that he has not accepted one fince_the 


teſt of the writ, A member convicted of perjury reſpectin 
this oath, by a jury, to de for ever RD tor fitting, 
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Cquronyzs: view 1 FP We Plans propoſed, at $ffereos 
times, for 4 REFORM ix THE eee * the 


— Parliament. 


«IT being the intereſt, as well as intention; of the ke guy 
4 to have à fair and equal fepreſentative, whoever bring 
8 aeareſt t to that, is an undoubted friend to, and * 


44 Ty 
þlither of . el rnd d ne mi the con 


« 
7 approbation hag raul 


bis TxnnvARY 1 18. 


1 


tockx. 


nn 


E of the NATIONAL ASASINLE, or QESEGATES, 7 their 
civil capacity) conſiſting of five members embers 5 rom each .* 
iy, city, and great town, aſſembled in in 3795 
 DISFRANCHISEMENT of all Kar towns, boroughs; 

and manors in Ulſter, not containing 300 electors ; and in che 


other three provinces, not. containing 250 electo. 
| ComPaneaTION for extinguiſhed franchise 


Tur deficiency of members 2 IIA to be 
thrown into the county repreſcritation, and by reſtoring 


T nad aiding member 
AO AO. 


"ExxcT1ons by ballot. 
PARLIAMENTS not- RAR triennial. 


Freer and penſigners yacate their ſeats. OO 
Fr od pad regiiy of ores, | | 


$ of members 
ee 


3 ; 


* 25 
* 5 2 - - 
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ms e CANS, HS mn, r aer 


warn ; miniſter n in e moved rene 
mend the repreſentation, the plan of which vs: - 


| . eri 4 auer 
5 boroughs. 


A r Walder 0 te Abtes to the Seren 2nd 


ſuch chief towns and cities as are not at preſent repreſen 


Ee vate e made t 7 ctors of ſuch fefran- 
ckized boroughs, a fund of 6n million of money | fer apart 

for the purpoſe, 2 at their ace rplance of the terms ſhall Be 
by *.. volun 5 ry ac of tw thirds of the eleQors ; and not 
comp UE; but the en ware 8 . the dead ts * 
placed, os: at com pound intereſt. | 


Ne of voting in counties to be emendedto copybolders 
as well ab freeholders. | 


Ms. for Senate * idea of compentaton 6 to the holder 
of e ſo disfranchized. 

Motion  loft—248 to 174. 3 G : 94 | # | ; 

Tais plan was approved of by the Revd. Mr. Wyeil, of 
Vorkſhire, and diſliked by the late Dr. Jebb. | | 


| p — ln : 
Mix. FLOOD egos the following ky in a 1 in the Triſh 
| Heuſe of Common: 2 


e of all bye laws in co orations, that dimi- 
aun dr take awa) ay 7 any 1 portion of eleQive' ſranchiZe, 
perſons” for whom it was originally” intended by ar 5 
Which he ſaid there was bardly a A FIR. in | Ilang chat 
Kad*not been ſubject. 


Every reſident Froteſtant l a he: 
rough or town warnen to become a voter. 


8 Soom leaſcholders i in boroughs. and all 40 Gillivg freebold- 
ers muſt be regiſtered and reſident: : and no freeholder to 
vote in his county, if non-reſident therein, unleſs his ſree- 


hold be worth tool. per annum. 


— ——U— — — 
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1 6 220) 
- UnrvensAL regilleaions | . counties, to be done in . 


» of . wo 8 "5 4 . 0 +} 8 
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No SPE elector in towns e or be Has to a 


vote in ſaid towns corporate or boroughs, unleis poſſeſſed of 
| freehold property to the amount of 100]. per annum. 


. CounTy elections to ae held i in each ez. and all * | 
the ſame day. 1 N 


Ix order to reflors 1 in a decayed and contracted 
boroughs, commiſſioners to be ſent into each county, city, 
town corporate and borough; to enquire into. its particular 
circumſtances, and aſcertain the proportion of perſons whoſe 
votes ſhould return one member. He gueſſed that the fol- 
Jowing was about that proportion, viz. la Leiuſler, Munſter, 


and Connavght, no borough having leſs than 70 voters, to re- 


turn more than one repreſentative; and in Ver, no borougn 
with leſs than 140 voters, to return more than one repre- 
ſentative. The diminution of members occaſioned thereby, 


he did not think of conſequence ; conceiving that it might 


reduce the number to 240 or 250, inſtead of the preſent 
300. When the number of voters amount to that ſpecified, 
then ſuch city, town corporate and borough, ſhall again re» 


turn two members as formerly. 


In 1790, MR. #Lo0D alleged that there were ; only two pof- 
ſible medes of amending the repreſentation ; by either lay- 
ing open the AX peri or r to the repreſentation of 


. counties. 


In that year he moved i in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, 
that 100 members be added to the preſent number, which 
hundred to be elected by the reſident - bouſekeepers throughout 
the kingdom of Great Britain. He ſaid there muſt be a very 
reſpectable claſs of people i in all countries, eſpecial y in Eng- 
land, where every man in the State was competent to pay 
50 ſhillings annually in taxes; and that this would be a body 
with which Peers and great Commoners would have leſs in- 
fluence than on moſt cf them. Mr. Fox declared this was 
the beſt way of improving the repreſentation. he had yet 


- 


F 


cur). 


| heard of, A Mr. 3 planſ for opening boroughs mans 


that one or more of the adjacent towns ſhould vote at the 

elections uf members for the decayed place: as a bar againſt 

jonctions of intereſt for inſlüencing the aue * _— 
yu A avs; fine the electors being bribed- 


A GENTLEMAN in Ireland recommended for the 1 cgi. | 


ment of borough repreſentation, that all perſons poſſefſed of 
perpetuities, within the county where the borough or bo- 


roughs are, ſhould be allowed to yote. This would be ob- 


jectionable, as every man poſſeſſed of ſuch perpetuity ſhould 
have à vote in every borough in the county, which would be 


more than he ſhould have. That however may be obviated 
by forming the county into as many diſtricts as there are bo- 


roughs, and allowing. only thoſe | poſſeſſed of perpetuities | 


within each diſtrict, to Way the rn n con- 
tained therein. $7 e 74 50 

| © REERESENTATION IN THE CONGRESS or Tar 

UNITED $TATES OF AMERICA, 


Gs 48 AGREED TO 1N 1787. 


eee of Moſſachuſets :—Every male of poi 


one years, poſſeſſed of a freehold eſtate of three pounds an- 
nual income, or other eſtate worth 60l votes for a repre- 


ſentative in their own aſſembly. New-York Every male 


of age, poſſeſſed of a freehold worth 20l. or renting yearly a 
tenement value 40s. votes for repreſentatives, by ballot ; and 
the qualification of a voter for a member in the ſenate, is 


his poſſeſſion of a freehold of the value of 100l. New. 


Ferſey :—Inhabitants of age, worth 5ol. proclamation money, 
vote for repreſentatives in the ſenate and aſſembly. Pennſyl- 


vania Every freeman of age, who has paid taxes twelve 


months, is a voter. Sons of freeholders to vote, tho* they 
have not paid taxes. A member incapable of ſerving i in the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives more than 4 years in 7, and they 
are choſen by ballot, as are alſo its delegates to Congreſs, 
who are ſuperſedable at pleaſure. In this ſtate alone there is 


not a 8ENATE, and the executive power is veſted in a Preſi- 


BY ed e eee 15 


freebwid.of” zd acres of land: vote for the Houſe: of Delegates; 
Math Caroline gente and Houſt'of Comions; both'chbſew- 
By: ballot ; ſreemen af age poſſeſſed of a freehold of gore 0 
vote for the members of the Senate ; freemen of age: who 
have paid for 12 months public taues, vote for their Houſe 


ef Commons Jh Cb :- elecbor muft be f free 


white nian, of age, poffeffüng à frecholt of 56"atres} of 1 
— Lot“ cave MC white inhabftant [of age,” polen 
9 value, vor” by ba Const titus: 
ald freeköldert eontinke eleors: e | 
— * cultivated ares with 4 hvule, are vöters: 


| . Cenonnes. This: ligitative powers of the ſeizes ir wedteh 
in x Congreſs, conſiſting of a Senate and Houſe of Repre-: 
ſentatives.” The Senate is elected for x years, the Houſe of 
Repreſentatives for two. The ſenators are thrown into three 
clafſes : 1ſt claſs, vacate their ſeats at expiration of fecond 
year ; 2d claſs ; at expiration of fourth Tear; and 3a c claſs at 
the e * iration of fixth year—ſo that one third is choſew every + 
year, Each ſtate retürne tw ſenators; whole quali- 
cations are that they muſt be 30 years of. age, and have been 
nine years a citizen of the ſtates. A member of the Heuſe 
of- Repreſentatives muſt be 25 years of age, and feven years 
a citizen; The whole number of | repreſentatives of the 
ſtates (as well as direct taxes) are apportioned, ſrom time 
to time, among the different ſtates, according to the number 
ol free perſons ig each. Enurberationsate for this purpoſe 
made every ten years, and the number of reprefentatives 
from a ſtate determined accorditglys+ They are to . return- 
** at the rate of one to every fret perſon. 


Ar any time when two-thirds of both bonſes oll deem” 
the conftitution deſective, and requirin, reform, they may 
propefe amendments in it; or on an application of two-thirds 
of all the ſeparate; legiſlatures of the ſtates, à convention 
ſhall be called for propofing amendments ; which propoſed” 
 al-erations ſhall in either caſe become part of the conſtitu- 

tion, as ſoon as ratified by the legiſlatures of three-fourths of . 

the ſtates, or by conveations in three-fourths thereof: as h 

one or the other mode may chance to be adopted by Coogrels. | 


i 


= 


cm) 15 


A DELEGATE to e any office i in * an 
of Congreſa, nor receive any falary, fee, or emolument; but 
they are pid for their n by their conflitilents. No 
ee ee e Tre | 
truſt. | 


Tur Preſident and Vice Prefident hold their e four 


256 apd e ee buljr in cho, by x hs 


clears equal in number to the jaitzt number of repre- 
ſcntatives and ſenators returned to Congreſs, by that late ; 


but no perſon can vote for either of theſe —— who holds 
any place himſelf under the Rates. The perſons for whom 


the majority of all the {fates vote, are the ele, The Pre- 


Ca ee eh Ms Eon 


it I WE 3 + Y FL Wa | + 
— — 


Ir vpn by the AG tel, ad ere is not a ſingle 
; gate i in America which does, not require:that an glector ſhall 
haye a qualification pf aryperty, more or leſs...” In. ran 
che populace were, by their late Conſtitution, electors, dowu 
to very low degree; ſo low as the paymeat of about a Briti 
halt · crown yearly in taxes : and the qualifentions for ſeats in | 
ee ee b . n e a een I 
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| Comrmoro wee of the ren Flame Webel at ent 


times, for A M TOuα⁰ I Tut REPRESENTATION of the 
BY arg eggs; 7:2em eee 5! ©258, WIE 
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£3 AT, FROM 4 PLAN. or REFORM, . 5 


SUBMITTED TO THESEONSIDERATION or THE 7RIENDS/OF Tur 
h enim LIBERTY, 4 AND PEACE, IN DUBLIN; 


By ove of its Members. . 


ary y , 
7 * — "Ws p 474 
1 3 N : 21 9 * 33 


b nein!: Rache 


er * in Ireland augen kabieation with n more 


Krowloces than one, to pay the tax of 1 14. 44d. —this tax to 
be diſtinct ſrom the hearth · money tax, but to be collected 
by the hearth- money collectors, and payment to be enforced 
in the manner preſcribed, for the enforcing the payment of 


hearth- money. Where the perſon paying this tax of 
IIs. 44d. is a man of the age of twenty-one years, he is 


qualified to be an elector. To prevent the word habitation 


being miſunderſtood, it means only, what the law deems a 


man's caſtle, into which the ſheriff cannot make n ä 
entry, under any civil writ. 


Evzxy perſon in Ireland, having an habitation with one 
fire place, and in the actual poſſeſſion of more than one acre 


of land, Iriſh meaſure, to pay the now hearth-money on one 


hearth; and to be liable to every other tax. But where 
fach perſon is a man of the age of twenty-one years, and 
both his habitation and ſaid land are in the ſame barony, he 
is:alſo qualified to be an elector. Theſe two qualifications, 
above ſpecified, to be the only ones that can confer the clee- 
tive franchiſe. 


"THE Houſe uf Commons to conſiſt or ce ae 
6 members but che preſent mode of returning them to ceaſe. 


Ci! 


( #25 ) 


Aut codnties! of cities: aud townd;rand every lorddifp,. 
diſtrict, borqugh, or place, now ſending members to iatha-„ 
ment, to be cunſidered part of the preſem thirty. ivo caun ties 
to which ſingle ſheriffs are now annually appointed. Nach 
of ſuch cbunties of cities and towns, and each of ſuch lad - 
ſhips, diſtricts, boroughs and places, to be henceforth; an- 
nexed to ſuch of the ſaid- thirty-two caunties, as the houſes 
contained in them, are reckoned part of, in the return made 
to the Houſe of Commons, on the 22d of March, 17935 I 


Thomas Wray, infpector gevicral of Heatths. 


Tur three hundred: mernbers, i in av W Houſe 7 
Parliament, to be diſtributed amongſt the ſaid e ore 
"— as follows + < 13 


V+ nic h. $5 


Cock | 33 ; TMembers havies 1 a houſes, .: 
Down _ 16 do having :/' 138,354 (o 
Tyrone 14 do having 31,814 do 
Tipperary 13 do having 30, 793 do 
Antrim 13 do having 30.314 do 

Mayo 13 do having 29,683 do 
Limeriex 12 do having 238,933 do 

Donegal 11 do having 424% do 
Galway 10 do having 24,268 do 
Meath 1 do aving 23.133 do 

Armagh 10 do having 22,900 do 

L: Derry 10 do having 22,836 do 

Monaghan 9 do having 21.566 do 
Wexford 9 do having 21,011 40 

Kerry 9 do having 20,213 do, 
| Waterford 8 do having 18,796 do 

Roſcommon- 8 do having 48,157 do 

Cavan 8 do having 38,139 do 

Clare 8 de having 18,00 do 

Kilkenny 8 do having 17,749 do 

Queen's co. 7 do having 15,685 do 

Sligo 6 do having 14,962 do 

King's co. 6 do having 14,961 do 
dapel Dublin] 6 do having 14, 349 do 

Weſtmeath 6 do having 13,5 t do 


{Louth 5 members having 
Leitrim 5 do baving 12,378 do 
e eee, ee baving 11,983 do 
Wicklow 5 do having 11,50 do- 
Go. Dublin 5 — barving 10, 5 djo 
Kildare 4 do © having 10, 6 do 
Longford 4 do having 10, 348 do | © 
Carlo 4 do having 0 8,397 do 0 | 


12, 827 


Tur houſes herein ſpecified make in all 701,102, agreea- 
ble to the return made by Mr. W . or all the . in 
the kingdom. herein before mentioned. 


Every elector in the kingdom to give 3 as many votes, as 
there are members forthe county, in which ſueh elector gives 
his vote. But no man to vote in more counties than one, at any 
general election. Where however an elector is qualified in 


more counties than one, he i is to have * election, in ae 


county he votes. 


Ta mode of taking the votes, for allthe counties, 3 
the county of the city of Dublin) to be by barony polls, 
where the high conſtable of each barony ſhall prefide. 


Evxar man is eligible to be elected, who is not a placeman 
or penſioner, and every elector may put down the names of 


ſuch perſons, as he ps though not declared as 51 
dates. | 


Ir any Elector, molly or e takes, or any 
candidate, mediately or immediately, gives any bribe, re- 
ward, or recompence whatſoever, for or on account of any 
election, the elector or candidate found guilty thereof, to be 

luded from ever voting in future, for any member to be 
ſent to the Houſe of Commons, and to be e N 
of ever ſitting there himſelf. 


Every man returned to Parliament, to be obliged to ſerve. 
He is, however, to receive the ſum of 11. 2s. gd. out of the 


public treaſury, for every day he attends . the ſitting 


| of Parliament. 
'TrIzENNIAL Parliaments, 


(r) 


b e 
| Common ho is not * N e ere e nee | 
BR his election. trades Mee $0049 , e Av 
7 t 


' Eveny man ae bis feat in L438 Houſe of Comm mons is to EOS 
ſwear, that he has not directly or in ireQly, given. any en- TE 
tertainment, bribe, reward, or promiſe Whattoever to pro- 

cure his election. That he will not vote for enlarging the 

duration of the Houſe; beyond the period by this Ia eſla- 

bliſhed. That he will not vote for any form of government, 
different that of King, 0 and Commons. And 

that he will to the beſt of h art e a diſ- 


charge his duty in Parliament... 


Zraes wand ara. | 
to arreſt as any other ſubject. But where an member ;of 
the Houſe of Commons ſhall remain in actual euſtody or 
fourteen days together, during the fitting of Parliament, bis 
ſeat is to be vacated, and he is to be ineapable of re-eleQtivn, 
unleſs he ſhall be at large on the day of the commencement 
of the poll. The' certificate of two menibers, of ſuch actual 
cuſtody, to be, as in other caſes, a ſuffitierit e og 
ſpeaker to iſſue his | warrant to fill up the Vacancy. 


No member to be anſwerable in any. manner, RE OY the 
Houſe of Commons, ſor what he fays in it. But where four- 
ſifths of the Houſe agree, any member 12 be expelled, In 
cafe of expulſion, t the e expelled cannot 1 again in 
that Parliament. | of | 


Tit BJ * of " 72 £2454. 
ane" be who mal Any bandes, 
thereby vacates his ſeat, and cannot fit again in the Houſe of 
Conimons, whilſt he retains either place or penſion, Thie 
rule does not however extend to the ſpe aker* s ſalary, nor to 
the offices of ſheriffs and juſtices of the peace, nor to any | 
office to which there i is no emolument annexed. | 4 , 


As no placemen' or penſioner can be retirnce by ey peo- 
ple, to the Houſe of Commons, the King or his Viceroy, to 
have the power of naming ſeven perſons, who are to fit and 
ſpeak in that Houſe, but not to vote, | 
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As ia the' courſe bf bime, the populäuſbeſs of countics 
f muſt vary, 4 new'lift of the houles in every county, to be 
taken once in every twenty-one years, and then the number 
of members each copn is A ſend to be again p roportioned, 


accord ing tothe popula tion of of each. But the nufnber 
ict * 45 * 28 
PS ehbere alto ther ta, continue at 300 a1 | f tio more. | TTIT 791 
312 Zu „ II dine Wan 5" oe r e id 3 $42.9 
iis » 1 N r „ en 
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PHE popuation'eBclind ould 0% 1288780 Nah 
Alf the country was divided inte 300 difirids, nearly Gifu 
nh refpeck Population, being collections of pariſhes, 
each diſtrict would contain TU perſvtis, "and _— return 


one member een „1 l ie ee 


3 Fab 2 32 901 + $4. f\ 5; q 
is Tye number 1 the. Jouſe-. 
pechpps be uſefully. diminihede1 ... 


: Common might 
Ir F was neceſſary ts Wake 4 bill ter W in a NET 


the dipifian into 287 haronies would. ee or the preſent. 
W ag ee om: ) 0 uot 


gte of the 300 Albi Is ins be ONO into 25 12 
ſerſor diviſions, . each ele ſend five delegates, more 
orleſs in proportion to een to ſome fixed place in 


ane meh {Fs Ft „ 2 e 


* 
Thou h there i is ; not the ſame © 50 2 this ſubdiz vi 
that hare] is in | France, yet it 288 be h 05 uſeful. iden 
lower claſſes are better qualified to chogſe an honeſt neigh- 
bour than to judge of e a member of Parliament. In each 
diſtrict of ee. inhabitants, there "would be at leaſt 2000 
voters ; and experience has ſhewn. that the votes *: ml a 
number cannot bs taken without tumult. 0 


ALL the primary e ſhould mect on. the 45 6 day. 


9. 7 
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c 11 tos bak ef ee e not thought —_— whe 


| ye gh we ke ect pc I 


"Pi itn for wl i ce ben ab 


Blu Id bees | 1 5 5 
* 301 180 * 
RxsipENer within e Aifri . r year bebe 


; A Rzcrarer. e e 
r dui Siena age." Bile or ey er ek ; 
/  Non-voTess thould be ed from all direct taxes. 
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Tue will probably be much variety of opinion on the | 


anne of qualification from property. | 


* 1971 891 
ir F5 watt 019 


#2 Ta ſallowiag -qualifcations with reſpec to, property 
might perhaps anſwer. | 


.. Oceveying a certain quantity of ee 1 in | the coun- | 


try —ſuppoſe five acres. —» 


| Is town, occupying a houſe of a certain rent, as 16. 


RE Tur eee of members of Parliament hould be, 1 
| any, | it een v 


"Having reid for : years id miles of 
the chief town of the diſtrict, or having been in Parliament 
before, &e. A certain age, perhaps 25 years. 12855 i al 


Tur duration of Parliaments might be biennial or trick. 
wal; if the duration was fixed ; but perhaps it would be 
better to let the duration be uncertain, to. be determined 
ſome method of chance tr etc ſecured againſt tricks, | 


| Tax manner of voting in Parliament, and in the electoral 
| + afſembhes ſhould evidently be viva voce, becauſe otherwiſe 
| their reſpective conſtituents could not know whether they 
| deſerved to be re-elecicd. But in primary aſſemblies it is a 
c | queſtivn of more difficulty. There is uo doubt but that te- 
: nants would often voce againſt their landlords, if they dare 
But on the other hand, it ought to be conſidered that it is by 
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. d6beſt public actions that publie pri6aplcts chiefly utes 
aud preſerved, without which, no inſtitutions can ſecure 4 

eantinuance of freedom. The uſe of the ballot would give 
perpetual temptation to falſehood/'and envy. It is hardly 
poſſible te contrive a 8 of Cans, which * not be 


liable to numerous frauds. 1 1 ®Y. 
A SEAT in Parliament ſhould bs vacated, «> evi ht : 
Br taking a place or penſion, | 18 10 1 1 5 4m 
By abſence for a certain part of. the ſeſſion. . 


rar Houſe of Commons ſhould 8 court, their 


| proccedings publiſhed. by. authority, and, hene ver a certain 
number of members, ſuppoſe five, demanded it, the names 


of thaſe who. voted. on each ſide — ö 225 
ſhould be publiſhed. 


Tur members ſhould be entitled to a ſmall PRES? ſuck as 
ſhould barely defray the additional expence of as 23 in 
Dublin dung oy e 


XL 
TED & 


Wirn regard to e 3 is od likely to 
quiet the county ought to be done. The holders of boroughs 
have hardly an equitable right to compenſation, on the other 
hand, it would be MAR to riſk commetion about ſuch, an 


* 


object. 1 e c SAR he ee 
{3 4. 5 N 


Ir a hs was Aetna $ _ nigh be ted 
in this manner. An act of indemnity ſhould be paſſed. A 
committee appointed, before which the property of boroughs 
ſhould be proved. Thoſe who prove property ſhould obtain 
debentures to be paid out of a ſpecific fund, which ſhould be 
the ſavings of ſmecure places and penſions, all of which 
(except a limited ſum for penſions) ſhould go into the public 
Fund at the death of the preſent holders, In the revenues 
of finecure places, I compute a great PRIN. of the fees 


of es in everal nw offices. 


. 
"PRINCIPLES or 4 211 


For un and improving the tate of the oration 
"of the people in parliament, Preſented by MR. George 


Fi ds 7999 July, ESTA to be received in next 


ſeſſions. * 5 ; 8. 


1. 5 8 — 5, my ; 
4, 9H, 3 


a Wis the ſtate 4 the repreſentation of 
the people in parliament is greatly defective, and it would 
tend much to protect the liberty of the ſubject, and to pre- 
ſerve our excellent conſtitution, if the people of this realm 
were more fairly and equally repreſented in parliameat. 


Tus number of Knights to be elected and returned to re- 
preſent each county within this kingdom, in any future par- 


lament to be hereafter holden and kept within this ts | 


to be THREE inſtead of two. 


Tur number of citizens to be elected and en to re- 


preſent the city of Dublin in parliament, to be three; and 
the number of citizens to be elected and returned to repre- 
ſent the city of Cork in Parliament to be thre. 


Tux power of electing and returning three members to 


ſerve in Parliament, confined to each of the thirty-two 
counties into which this kingdom is now divided, and to the 
cities of Dublin and Cork, and to no other counties, cities or 


towns whatſoever. 


Patanaie—And aa ORR the diſtricts of the 
ſeveral eities and borough towns within this kingdom, would 
tend to render their elections of citizens and burgeſſes to 
ſerve in parliament, much more free and independent. 


Tux limits or preeincts of every city, borough, town or 
manor having a right to ſend members to parliament, to ex- 
tend to a ſpace or diftance of four miles from the ſaid city, 
borough, town or manor, meaſured by a line to be drawn from 


ſome one place within the ſaid city, borough, town or manor, 
as near the centre of the preſent ſeite of the ſaid city, bo- 


rough, town or manor, as conveniently may be done, and 


to extend in every direction to a diſtance of four miles from 
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cuit of the diſtrict round the ſaid 1 borough, town or 


the ſaid place and no A ſo as thereby to Shs 0 cir- 


manor equal to RR miles in c cumference or e 


aboucs. 4 8 : | "BE s 


n en Lp Ht 0 * 4982 


| nnn any 2 borough, town or manor, having Ahs : 
to ſend members to ſerve in Patliainent, ſhall be fo ſituate as 
that a line of four miles cannot conveniciitly be dra wu or 


meaſured in the manner directed, by reaſon of the vieinity 
of ſome other city, borough, town or manor having alſo a 
right to ſend members to ſerve in Parliament, or by reaſon. 
of the proximity of the ſea, then a certain diſtrict to be- 
meaſured from the moſt central place within the ſaid city, 
borough, town or manor, in ſuch direction as can be beſt and 


moſt conveniently dune, and which ſhall be equal, or as near- 


ty as may be, to a ſpace contained within a circumference of 


or manor ſituate as aſoreſaid. 


70 War frecholder who ſhall be ſeiſed oy a freehold of ten 
pounds value within the ſaid diſtrict of a city, town, bo- 


rough or manor, ſhall have a right to vote ſor members to 


ſerve ia parliament ſor the ſaid city, borough, town or ma- 


nor, any former law or uſage to the contrary notwithſtand- 
Ing ; provided always, that the ſaid perſon ſo claiming a 
right to vote at ſaid election ſhall have been ſeiſed of his 
freehold ene whole year before the teſt of the writ which 
iſfuod for holding the ſaid election, and ſhall have regiſtered 
his Zrechold ſix months before the teſt of the ſaid writ, pur- 
ſuant to the act made in the year of his ne 


Majeſty, for the due regiſtering of freeholds. 


No perſon elected and admitted te the freedom of any cor- 


poration in any city or town corporate ſhall by virtue of ſuch 
election and admiſſion, have à right to vote for members to 


ſerve in parliament for-the ſaid city or town corporate, unleſs 


of the value of five pounds by the year, within the ſaid city 
or town corporate, upon which he or his family ſhall have 
reſided for one whole year beſore the oe of ſuch glection and 


admiſſion. 


* 


» 


tweaty-four miles, and which ſpace ſhall'be marked out and 
allotted as and for the diſtrict of the 1 eity, borough, t town 


the ſaid perſon ſhall have been ſeiſed of a freehold tenement ' 


8 0 „ 


Norns herein contained to extend to any bert admit 
ted, or who has a right to his freedom by reaſon of birth, 


marriage. or ſervice to any trade or cailing, but that all ſuch 
rights ſhall remain in. fall force as if this act had not . 


made. | 


F 5 von 1 or town Am 
having a Tight za ſend members to ſerve in. Parliament, who 
reſide within the preſcribed precincts or diſtcit of the ſaid | 
city, borough, or town corporate, and who ſhall have exer- 
£iled any of the following. trades or calliugs _ | 
for five years vichia, the diſtricts aforeſaid, to 

n and aſter the day of to have a 
right to vote and be admitted to vote xt che eleKiqn of any | 

| r6preſentative or repreſentatives to be choſen to repreſent 
. ſaid cities, boroughs or towns corporate in Parliament, 

_ A MEMBER to ſerve in Parliament from and after the = 
day SI * ſhall before he be admitted to his 
ſeat in parliament, take the oath following 3 3 | 


41 yo dolemnly wear, that I have nat, directly or indi- 
« ' rectly, procured. my election and return to parliament by 
the means of any ſum or ſums of money, whatloever, or 
* by any promiſe of auy hechniary reward whatſoever, and 

* that L have not authorized any perſon whatſoever to give 


Lor promiſe any ſum of money. whatſoever for procuring me 


to be elected and returned a member to ſerve in parliament, 
and that if any fuch promiſe hath been made on my behalf 
Be 1 will not ratify or make good che ſame. So help me God.” 


- ProvipeD always, that nothing i in this act ſhall extend, or 
in anywiſe be deemed or txked to tend to the giticf of Wa- 
terſord, Kilkenny, Limerick, Londbnderty, 
and the towns of but 
thac all. their rights, ſrancliiſes. and privileges, limits and 
precincta, ſhall remain ee ** ik thas ach e 
been . . 8 1 i * 
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| THOUGHTS 3 
o THE BRITISH CONSTITUTION. 


No. XII. 
— 
lr it were * chat every man would give his vote 2 
* freely, and without influence of any kind ; then, upon 
the true theory and general principles of liberty, every 
member of the community, however yoo, ſhould have 
«a vote in elecking thoſe delegates, to whoſe charge is 


committed the diſpoſition of his property, his liberty, 
and his life. But fince that can hardly be expected in 


i perſons of indigent fortunes, or ſuch as are under the 
« immediate dominion of others, all popular ſtates have 
been obliged to eſtabliſh certain qualifications.” 
1 | 3 BLACKSTONE, 


„The misfortune i ie, that the dgferted. BOROUGHS continue to 


« be ſummoned.” 
BLACKSTONE, 


ON a review of the ſeveral ſchemes of ParLIAMENTARY 
REFORM, which in the three laſt numbers were laid before 
the public, it will eaſily be ſeen that whilſt there are certain 
Points on which almoſt every man differs from another, there 
are others on which all projectors exactly correſpond. Theſe 
latter, therefore, we may fairly ſet down as eſſential to a re- 
form ; whatever other particulars it may embrace or exclude. 


Or theſe effential features of reform, we may juſtly conſider 
the disfranchiſement, or enlargement, of decayed or cloſe 
boroughs ; as occupying the chief place. In whatever point 
of view we regard a parliamentary reform, we are ſtruck 
with the viciouſneſs and abſurdity, which vie with each 
other in this part of the exiſting ſyſtem ; and we-ſee with a 
clearneſs of evidence which renders demonſtration ſuperflu- 
ous, that no adequate degree of reform can ever be effected, 
until this maſs of political pravity be fully and fairly done 


away. 


* 


(235. ). 
On this point, the light of reaſon. bears fo powerfully, and 


all the principles of the conſtitution point ſo directly to its 


importance, that it not only becomes unneceſſary to dwell 


upon it, but we may fairly inſer that if the minds of thinking 


men were not embarraſſed by the variety of remedial plans, 


by the. fancifulneſs of ſome and the extravagance: of others, 


this politieal monſter muſt; ere this, even in ſpite of intereſted 
and private views, have fallen a n to rt wh 


common benefit. 


WaarT then at this day is fo incumbent on all theſe who 
wiſh well to a Parliamentary Reform, as to unite their beſt 
endeavours for the removal of thoſe obſtacles which have 
hitherto retarded, and unleſs they are done away, muſt ſtill 
retard the attainment of this moſt deſirable object. And 
how can this be ſo effectually done as by endeavouring on 
this important ſubject, to diſcriminate between the wild 
| ſportings of imagination and the ſober operations of reaſon ? 
How ; but by diveſting the idea of Reform of every ſhred of 
fanatical extravagance, and ſending it forth into the world, 

in the decent drapery of conſtitutional common ſenſe. | 


Tus is the more neceſſary, becauſe it is only by reducing 
political opinions to the ſtandard of REASON, that an union 
of public ſentiment can ever be obtained ;—and in ſuch an 
union only, can the Friends of Reform poſſeſs that rational 
force which will ſuperſede and riſe ſuperior to every other. 


I conſidering thoſe points on which the various reformers 
differ from each other, the extenſion of ſuffrage ſtrikes us as 


of the greateſt importance“ wo OUGHT TO VOTE FOR _ 


MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT ?” To this, therefore, let us 
direct our attention for the preſent ; and that we may purſue 
the enquiry with certainty, let us recollect for a moment the 
real def ign of Parliamentary Repreſentation. 


Ir is the very ſpirit and eſſence of the Britiſh Conſtitution, 
that no law ſhould be made, nor tax impoſed, without the 
conſent of the nation. But the nation cannot deliberate. It 
is impoſlible for four millions to come together iuto one 
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626 ) 
place, for the purpoſe of communicating opinions, weighing. 
rexſens,” and determining an the beſt meaſures. It has there- 
| fore been wiſely onduincs, that a number of perſons, freely 
 choiſtn, ſhould be collected from the different parts of the 
kingdom, and that to them ſhould be tommitted the truſt of 
deliberating for the public good; oa this obvious principle, 
that rhe impartial determination of ſuch a number of perſons 
ſs choſen, and fo collected, W 2 the | 
unbiaſſed ſenſe of the people. | 


Tips, it is evident that the Houſe of 8 is not 
merely an organ for giving expreſfion to the popular voice 
that it is not 2 regiſtry office for receiving and recording the 
detail of local ſentiments, and giving the name of law to that 
which may happen to he predominant ; but that it is, on the 
contrary, intended by the conſtitution to be a great delibera- 
tive council, formed of the wiſcſt, the molt virtuous, and 
the moſt jadependent men in the country. 


Lr then the unprejudiced enquirer after political truth aſk 
himſelf, how this idea of Parliamentary Repreſentation may 
moſt effeQually be realized—whether by extending the elee- 

tive ſuffrage to ALL the male inhabitants of the country; or 
[ by limiting it to ſuch perſons, as {rom the poſſeſſion of ſome 
It | property, have an aQual ſtake in the country, and conſe- 
quently {eel themſelves intereſted in its peace, its liberty, and 
its proſperity. 
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In every community it has been acknowledged as a leading 
political truth, that the exerciſe of political power ought not 
to be intruſted to thoſe who were generally unſit to ule it for 

the public advantage; and on this principle, females and 
minors have been univerſally excluded ; the former being 
confidered as ſubject to influence—the latter being deemed 
incapable, from mental immaturity. 


Now, if females and minors are juſtly excluded from the 
.exerciſe of political power, on the ground of unfitneſs, it ne- 
ceſſarily follows, that where there is an equal wnfitacſs, there 
ought to be. a fimilar excluſion ; and if the principle be an 
equitable one in itſeif, it ought, in ali juſtice, and indeed, 4 


(20 
Bodden to be applied here both grounds ani e 


to thoſe whoſe ignorance makes them i nn. ad *. a 
indigence makes them dependent. 4 | 


Ir will he underſtood that 1. ſpeak of thoſe who have, in an 
| tric propricty of ſpeech, no property; who paſs thro? 1 
earning their daily bread by their daily labour but who have 
ſa ved nothing; have made no proviſion for their families or 
themſelves; for ſickneſs or old age. 5 


TuarT theſe form a moſt uſeful and valuable claſs of the 
community, that they have a right to a juſt ſhare of every 
| political benefit, and that they are even entitled to the pecu- 
| liar care and tenderneſs of the higher claſſes of ſociety, Id o 
meſt readily grant;—but that they ought to be entruſted with 
political power, I deny; becauſe it would be dangerous to the 
Commonwealth, uſeleſs to themſelves, and inconſiſteut with 
every principle of ſound policy. 


To the exerciſe of even the loweſt political function, 
ſome degree of reflection and ſoreſiglit is indiſpenſably neceſ- 
ſary. Without theſe, he who exerciſes it, unavoidably be- 
comes either the play-thing of accident or the inſtrument of 
deſign, But reflection and foreſight are feldom to be found 
amongſt thoſe who have abſolutely no property. It is then only, 
' when a man has acquired ſomething, that he looks backward 
with ſatisfaction, or forward with ſolicitude. Till then, he 
literally takes no thought for to-morrow. He has nothing to 
loſe, he is fearleſs of danger—and _ have ſomethiag to 
gain by public A | 


[ | 
1 
} 
| | 
| 
E | 
1 
1 
| | 
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« Cantabit vacuus coram latrone viator.” 


Anp yet theſe unreflecting and improvident ſons of po- 
verty, form the great numerical majority of the community. 
Conſequently an unqualified ſuffrage, would actually throw 
iuto their hands the great weight of political power. But in 
this caſe who could calculate the conſequences? Couid we 
promiſe ourſelves a reſpectable legiſlature, hen the choice 
ſhould reſt with thoſe who are incapable of judging of the 
ncceſſary qualitications of its members? Could regularity 


7-200: 7. 


44 government be hoped ſor when the great wheel, which | 
gives motion to the whole political machine, was ſurrendere@ | 
to the miſmanagement. of the uninformed multitude ?... Or 
would it be poſſible to enſure for any given ſpace of time, the 
exiſtence of law, of order, of property, of perſonal li berty, 
or of perſonal ſafety; when the whole fabrick'of the confti- 
tution were thus more>", committed to a baſs of — | 
find. © WIR EN OFT 

Is it neceſſary to > repeat > a: 4 chat 2 Civit 
Liberty, when purſued fo an extreme, like every other e 
treme, may merge into its oppoſite, into deſpotiſm;“ the 
worſt ſpecies of deſpotiſm, that of the many; where irre- 
ſiſtable power is directed by capricious verſatility ? Need ! 
remark, that that only is a free government, where reaſon is 
paramount z where by a judicious diſtribution of powers, the 
ſew are as ſafe from the encroachments of the many, as the 
many are from thoſe of the few; and where national wiſdom 
is kept in unreſtrained and regular action for the national be- 
nefit, - This, and this only, is genuine liberty, This alone 
can anſwer the diverſified exigencies of ſociety.- But could 
this even exiſt, if the predominance of political power were 
to be committed to thoſe who can give no ſecurity ſor their 
conduct; and whoſe miſconduct there would be no Ras of 
corredting? f | 


WovLp the multitude, who ſhould be thus called forward 
into political action, reap any advantage ? Certainly not. 
Becauſe whatever tends to leſſen the fability and regularity 
of government, mult in the ſame proportion, be injurious to 
their beſt/intereſts. . It is only under a regular government, 
growing principally out of the middle orders (thoſe true ſources 
of the power, virtue and knowledge of all communities) that 
the occupations of life, which give employment to the 
working claſs, can be carried on with ſpirit or ſteadineſs. 
What advantage under heaven, would it be tothe day-labourer, 
to be ſpecifically repreſented in the Houſe of Commons? 
Would ſuch a repreſentation, in any degree ameliorate his 
condition? or eould the poſſeſſion of ſutfrage ſecure to the 
working poor a greater proportion of political advantages, 
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they enjoy even in the preſent ſtate of things? The working 


poor will then be beſt repreſented, when the wiſeſt and moſt 
effectual meaſures are purſued for promoting national proſpe- 


rity, becauſe theirs is involved in it; for giving encouragement: 


to induſtry ; facility to commerce; and what is abſolutely eſ - 


ſential to all theſe, ſecurity to property. I ſay they will then 


be beſt repreſented ; becauſe their happineſs will then be beſt 


provided for, they. will be employed more regularly, and they 
will be paid better. In a free ſtate the higher raaks of o- 


ciety, as they advance, bring forward the lower ones along 


with them. The progreſſion for inſtance of the mercantile 


rank, is felt by the meaneſt drudge who carries the merchant's 


bales, from his veſſel to his waggon,-But more directly, the 


thriving influence extends from the merchant to the manufac- 
turer; from the manufacturer to the huſbandman—and from 
the huſbandman to the loweſt cottager. But can any of theſe 
advantages exiſt where there is not a ſtable government ; and 


will any man be hardy enough to enſure a table government, 


where the whole multitude is brought forward into political 


action? But how poorly would that multitude be compen- 
ſated for the loſs'of certain employment, and perhaps even 


of the common neceſſaries of life ; by a triennial, a biennial, 
or even an annual exerciſe of political power? 


Ir it be ſaid, that the univerſal poſſeſſion of the elective 
franchiſe is a neceſſary ſecurity againſt the encroachments of 
government, I reply, that the ſecurity lodged with the indivi- 


dual, ſhould be proportionate to the danger of encreachment. 
But the difference in this reſpect, between a man who has 


ſome property, and him who has abſolutely sone, is almoſt 
infinite, It is not perſonal liberty, but property, againſt 
which the abuſes of power are chiefly pointed. The political 
machinery of corrupt ſtateſmen is conſtructed for one end 
only—the extortion of revenue. But it is property, to which 
tis machinery muſt be applied. With property, therefore, 
in all reaſon and in all juſtice, ſhould the a power, 
iu a certain degree be entruſted. 


q 


c 
Lr . kay that, by an excluſion from this power, the 


poor are injured. If there is truth in the foregoing obſerva- 


uon, they are not injured but benefited ;. becauſe. by this 


means they are preſerved not only ſrom injuring others, but 
ſrom injuring themſelves. If they are injured, it is as the 


thoughtleſs youth is injured, whoſe eſtate is withheld from 
bim until his mind is matured by experience. —lf they are in- 
jured, it is an injury which ove minors. and our females, the 
hope and e gag the ERA Fe art in c ee 


with them. 


Ir is 3 bockble that this 2 FIR ſhould eveo in, a 


_ fiogle inſtance, have an unfair operation, becauſe it is not 


likely, that it ſhould extend to an individual, who has the 
habits neceſſary for making a proper choice at an eleQion,— 


For, if the qualification were even higher than it is at preſent, 


provided it were extended (as it ought in all reafon) to every 
ſpecies of permanent property, it would be attainable by every 
perſon of induſtrious and virtuous diſpoſitions, even in the 
loweſt rank. Abſolute poverty, in almoſt every inſtance, is 
the reſult of groſs ignorance or habitual miſconduct. It is 
the effect of a moral gravitation, which finks the ſubject of it 
to the centre of the ſocial ſphere. Where there is any de- 
gree of expanſion or elaſticity of mind, it ſhews itſelf io an 
effort to riſe ; and there muſt be a concurrence of misfortunes, 
where the effort is unſucceſsful. Let us obſerve real life, and 
we thall ſee the truth of this obſervation fully demouſtrated : 
and what I afk, can be more reaſonable, than that the elec- 
tive ſranchiſe ſhould be placed at that point of the fcale of 
foctety which marks the firſt gradation of virtuous induſtry. 
in its progreſs from indigence to competency.—At that point, 
where firſt the uſe and value of it can be underſtood, or the 
exerciſe of it be advantageous:—and where it will ſerve, both 
as the ſtimulus to. merit, and its reward. And on the other 
hand, what could be more abſurd than to fix it lower to 
force it upon thoſe who ſeel not the want of it, and ſhoutd 
not wilt for it ? who reſign themſelves without a ſtrux gle to 
that ſordid indigence, which they every day ſce others, (with 
no greater external advantages than themſelves) combat with 


and conquer and who, if left to themſelves, would be no 


more affected by the political conflicts which agitate the 


Gt) 


higher orders of the community, than the torpid ſhell- fiſh, 
which ſlumbers out its life at the bottom of the ocean, is 
affected bye the fluctuations of the noſes. 
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No. XIII. 

Arni 5. 

4 IT has always been my political ſentiment, that it is unjuſt 
c to attempt to hold a country in ſubjection, and to govern 
* againſt the will and OE the people. 

| eule rox. 
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Tuar r meteor in politics, Taz FRENCH 
REVOLUTION, affords an inſtructive leſſon. 


Ir offers e eee evidence that even thrones may be 
infecure, though environed by armed hoſts; and points out 
the policy of ſeizing on times of drofound peace, to re- 
vive the principles of rational and temperate freedom. This 
it urges, as the ſureſt expedient for attaching the hearts of 
ſubjects to the laws, ſecuring the ſtrength of their arm againſt 
invading foes, and preventing the low murmur of the people 
from ſwelling into accents of ſettled diſcontent. Though diſ- 
quiets which have reaſon for their baſis, may be ſilenced ſor 
a ſeaſon, it is inherent in their nature to gain force by time. 


To communities at large, it carries equal admonition. It 
ſhews them a point, beyond which their energies cannot be 
excited, without anarchy; without becoming a bar to thoſe 
very ſecurities for liberty, Og render popular commotions 


honourable. 
11 


_ 242 ) 


lx reflecting on the ſormer ſtate of rx AN, a ſyſtem of 
cruelty, monopoly, and abuſe, and conſidering the almoſt 
miraculous change that took place ; we find an eaſy clue to 
the delight with which we contemplated the event. 


In their DECLARATION or RIGHTS, we ſaw the abſtract prin- 
ciples of government revealed, the ſtreams of power laid 
open to vulgar inſpection, and traced up to their ſource. We 
were led to view with rapture a new zra in human affairs; 
which ſeem'd to promiſe an enjoyment of civil rights without 
the ſlighteſt alloy, or the ſmalleſt ſacrifice of the freedom of 
the individual, to the comforts of regulated ſociety. 


Waen univerſal liberty ſeemed within graſp, the proſpect 
was ſuddenly obſcured. The viſion was too perfect to be 
laſting, and the enchantment held but for a day. The things 
we are hourly witneſſing, cannot however paſs away without 
meliorating every ſoil, in every portion perhaps of the globe; 
for the germ of liberty will be conveyed to countries 
that never cultivated it before. Though the utmoſt ſum of 
theoretical freedom, may not in the iflue be attained; all that 
experience has pronounced rational, practical, and perma- 
nent, probably will. . 


Ir was natural that an enthuſiaſtic love of Gallic emanci- 
pation ſhould widely extend itſelf, and in no tract of country 
more than in the North of Ireland; that nidus of American In- 
dependence, and of liberty to three millions at home. There, 
the moſt ardent affection for the late revolution diſplayed 
itſelf; and what heart ſhould have reſuſed to participate ? 


Tux recital of facts will revive in our memory the odious 
ſcenes which, in the old order of YO were daily diſplayed 


in France. 


Beroxe THE REVOLUTION, the lives and properties of 
twenty five millions, were ſubject without controul to the 
will of one man. How ill that power was and might be exer- 
&fed, let the revocation of the edict of Nantz declare; when 
the galleys were filled with proteſtants; when five or fix hundred 
thouſand men periſhed in different wars; and a like number 


+ 
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(becauſe their religion was not that of Rome, ) were forced 
out of their eountry, diſſeminating arts over n en of 
which were before confined to France. F 


| r de Cachet, for the Baſtile yo -other ſtate 
priſons, were ſold with blanks, which - the purchaſer 
might fill up with names at pleaſure ; and at his diſcre- 


tion, impriſonment ſor . life in a loathſome dungeon, or to 


be chained at the oar of a galley, might be the lot of the 
innocent as well as the guilty. Befide the great Baſtile, 
there were thirty-five ſmaller oneF under other names, in 


Paris alone. 


Tas liberty of the firſt ſubject in the land was at the mercy 
of a Madam Maintenon, or a Pompadour, or whoever elſe 
the King happened to be attached to. Latude might be con- 
fined within the walls of a dungeon for thirty five years, or a 
wretch bruiſed to death by the carriage wheels of his Majeſ- 
ſty's miſtreſs ; without the ſlighteſt enquiry into the cauſe of 
the committal of the one, or of the death of the other. The 
body of an unfortunate man who happened to wound the 
pride of a courtezan, was * waſted away in the Baſtile with 
long expectation and confinement. Latude felt what kind 
« of ſickneſs of the heart it was, which ariſes from hope de · 
« ferred. On looking nearer, we might ſee him pale and fe- 


« yeriſh. In thirty years the weſtern breeze had not once 


« fanned his blood - ie had ſeen no ſun, no moon in all that 


« time; nor had the voice of friend or kin{man breathed. 


* through his lattice, He was fitting upon the ground on a 
little ſtraw, in the fartheſt corner of his dungeon, which 
« was alternately his chair and his bed. A little calendar of 


« ſmall ſticks were laid at the head, notched all over with the 


« diſmal days and nights he had paſſed there.” Such was the 
picture of confinement, drawn by the maſterly pencil of 
Sterne. It was a ſketch from nature; and hence the effect it 
has ever had on the feelings of the reader. The Baſtile with 
its towers, and its foſſe, raiſed thoſe fears which our country- 
man ſo welldeſcribed ; and which were felt by every inhabi- 
tant of a free country, that has been on the ſpot. The foun- 
dations of that monument of deſpotiſm, are now happily 
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„ 
* graſs grows where many a victim has lan- 


guiſhed from youth to old age, after the very cauſe of his im- 


priſonment was forgetten, and his proſecutor no more. At 


_ $ts demolition, the electors of Paris found in it and carried 
away, (to uſe their own words) © the ancient arms, frightful 


by their ſtrange and murderous forms ; the chains, ſo often 
ſtained with blood ; the ſhackles, worn down by daily rubbing 
on the fleſh and bone of ſufferers for centuries paſt; and the 
old corſelet of iron, invented to retain a man by all the joints 
of his body, and to reduce him, like Theſeus in Hell, to an 
eternal immobility. The Hotel de Ville is now iu poſſeſſion 
of this Chef d'CZuvre, worthy of the Furies, of Phalaris or 


Cacus.” 


Lovis XIV. at the very moment when he was laying the 
foundation of a marine to curb the pride of Great Britain, 
could paſs an edict which confined commands in their navy to 
perſons born gentlemen, to the excluſion of thouſands better 


8 perhaps for the charge. 


Tur Marquis de Sillery inſorms us that within the preſent 
century, a General of the army (Marechal d' Eſtree) received 
an order of recal, in conſequence ſolely of the caprice of a 
miſtreſs; in the midſt of ſeventy ſtandards of the enemy, 
which he had taken poſſeſſion of, aſter the battle of 
Huſteimbek. 


Taz TORTURE, with the rack and wheel, in ſhort all the 
excruciating pains which the moſt ingenious and diabolical 
fancy could deviſe, were inflicted —viz. burning the hand 
in the flame of brimſtone; pinching the arms, thighs, and 
breaſt, with red hot irons ; pouring boiling oil with melted 
lead and rozin inte the wounds occaſioned by the burning, 
Except thoſe on the breaſts which were kindly omitted, leſt the 
loſs of life ſhould put an end to ſurther torments; tearing the 
culprit to pieces at the tajls of horſes, by means of ligatures 
upon his arms, legs and thighs, and in the cloſe of the ſcene, 
humanely cutting the principal ſinews at the joints; the pains 
of the wretched ſufferer prolonged till he had ſeen a thigh 
and an arm torn away, when on the ſeparation of the ſecond 
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thigh death cloſed the ſcene! Of the truth of the moſt mi- 
nute circumſtance mentioned, teſtimeny was given in a diſ- 
graceful detail, publiſhed by authority of the court. 


Ir is vatural to aſk in what country, age, and government, 


this could have happened ?—In the poliſhed kingdom of 
France, in the very reign before the laſt, and within theſe 
thirty ſix years! ! Damicns, who in a fit of lunacy attempt- 
cd the life of Leuis XV. was the object of theſe brutal 
eruelties, that were among the unhappy conſequences of 
an unlimited monarchy, in which the ſovereign was a deſpot, 
and his peopic faves. 


Tux torture and the galleys were in diſuſe, and I believe 
ſuppreſs'd in the comparatively mild reign of Louis XVI. but 
that ſecurity which turns on the capricious humour of the 


monarch for the time being, hardly deſerves the name. 
France was a Kingdom filled with court ſpies. An unguarded 


expreſſion drop't in places of public reſort, in cenfote of 
meaſures of government, or of the favourite or miſtreſs of 
the King or his miniſter, often hurried an innocent man from 
his peaceful home to the deepeſt cavern of a ſtate priſon. 


Commerce, manufactures, and induſtry of every kind were 


held in contempt ; and the Janizary, under the name of a 
French ſoldier, could inſult the moſt valuable citizen with 
impunity, and without the formality of a trial for the offence, 
Within theſe ſeven years, at Beauvais, officers were known 
to attack an audience in a theatre, to wound and kill as ma- 
ny as came within their reach; whilſt neither enquiry nor 
puniſhment was conſidered neceſſary. 


Wirn regard to taxation The intendant of the taxes upon 
diſtricts, pariſhes and individuals, could exempt ſuch perſons 


as he pleaſed to favor, or diminiſh the ſum. The Nobility 


and Clergy were almoſt entirely exempted from taxes, tho? 
beſt able to pay; and the burthen of all the other orders, 
particularly the poor, were of courſe, exceſſively encroaſed. 


IMMODERATE penſions were layiſhed on worthleſs depen- 
dants, often without the knowledge even of the King; tho” 


they were paid o out of the nerd earned fruit of the people's 
labour, 
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Tarm Nobility conſiſted of ſixty thouſand, They bad one _ 
hundred rhouſfand privileged perſons, all leagued to ſupport their 
prerogative of paying no proportion of ſuch and ſuch _ 
impoſts.—Two hundred thouſand prieſts reaped, (free of 
expence,) one fifth of the 'net produce of all the territorial 
revenues of that great kingdom, at the fame time that they 


' were in poſſeſſion of immenſe eſtates: In one half of the 


kingdom, tythe gave the Clergy near a third of the whole net 
revenue of the products of the earth; a fourth or fifth in o- 
ther parts. Neckar eſtimated the revenue of the Clergy, at 
one hundred and thirty millions of Livres, of which little 
more than forty- two millions were received by the Rectors. Of 
courſe eighty- eight millions went to ſupport the pride, fplen- 
dour, and luxury of an enormous body of pampered prelates ; 
raiſed on the ruins of the religion of Jeſus, and pretending 
to aſſimilate with the ſimple, pure, and unaſſuming ſyſtem of 
the goſpel. Sixty thouſand perſons were devoted to the monaſtic 


liſe. The taxes werg farmed out for collection, to farmers 


general, with their army of affiſtants, amounting to fifty 
thouſand more. All offices and commiſſions, were bought and 
fold ; not even excepting thoſe of the very magiſtrates appoin- 
ted to decree juſtice, Patents ifſued by the court, were 
bought on ſpeculation by the rich; in order to be ſold over 
the Kingdom, to thoſe who follow the callings of barbers, 


coal meaſurers, and even ſearchers of hog's tongues: 


Tux laws againſt game were cruel and oppreſſive, in a degree 
of which even here we have no conception : the ſportſman who 
dared to kill it, in certain diſtricts, was ſent to the Galleys! 


Their game comprehended wild boars, and herds of deer, not 


confined to any wall or pale. When the lady of the Seigneur 
chanced to lie in, the tenantry were bound to beat the waters, 
to keep the frogs ſilent. Weeding and hoeing the lands were 
often prohibited, left the young partridges ſhould be diſturbed, 
and the farmer not ſuffered by law to uſe certain manures, tho* 
beſt calculated for his grounds; becauſe they affected the 
flavour of the game. At the Seigneur's preſſes, if he required it, 


muſt the farmer's grapes be preſſed, and his oven muſt receive 


his bread ; in order to furniſh a pretext fer a tax. All the 
fcudal ſcrvitude of the dark ages was rigidly exacted: hence 
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the deſtruction of ſome Chateaux early in the revolution » hut 
ſill eaſier is that to be accounted for by the injuſtice which 
prevailed in the Seigneur's courts of law. 


Tux penal code bore no proportion to the nature of crimes; 


ex. gr. Smugglers of ſalt,—arm'd, and aſſembled to the num- 


ber of five, were in Provence, liable to a fine of five hundred 
livres and nine years of the galleys ; in other parts of the 
Kingdom they ſuffered death, Add to theſe the oppreſſioa 
of their G abelles and Corvee, grievous and impolitic in the ex- 
treme. Juries, or any thing that deſerved the name of fair 
trial, were unknown, and when a feeble ſpark of liberty 
diſcovered itſelf in their Parliaments, the baniſhment of their 
members was the conſequence, even in the reign of Louis 
the XVI. | | 


Lr who will, fill up the reſt of the picture. Enough has 
been done to vindicate thoſe who had and have virtue ſufficient 
to abhor ſuch ſlavery wherever found, and to rejoice-in every 
proſpect of human beings reſtored to their natural rights, As 
to the anarchy, miſrule and cruelty at preſent prevalent in 
France, he would be hardy indeed who ſhould become their 
advocate. They have arifen from the exceſs of a virtuous 
paſſion, driven to a ſad extreme by the weakneſs, perhaps 
- perfidy, of an unhappy monarch. Forgetting the crimes of 
a French mob, the magnanimous determination of the French 
nation in the ſeveral provinces of her widely extended do- 
mains, no longer to groan under ſervitude, demanded our 
admiration; their errers now claim our pity. 


Doxs any man that ſeriouſly reflects on theſe things, wiſh 
for a revival of ſuch complicated plans of ſlavery and degra- 
dation ?—If there be, let him not call himſelf chriſtian ; for 
religion teaches us to love one another, and to conſider the 
human race as one family, under the government of the ſame 
God. Does any one who lives in a free country, wiſh for it? 
His country may be free, but it is not in the nature of things 
that he can be ſo himſelf; ſor in his heart he is a ſlave. 


* Sce a late tour through France. 
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Wear FRANCE WAS—ENOLAND and iRÞLANDmiay be. 
How is ſuch a ſtate to be retarded, and the facred ſpark of 
liberty, longeſt preſerved By having beſore our eyes the 
fall of the ancient Gallic Conſtitution, the democracy of which 
was once ſtronger than our own..-By watching the views of 
ambitious men, and taking every fair opportunity of bripging 
our own conſtitution back to its fir/t principles. Tho' this ia 
to be done with a deliberate hand, no difficulty ſhould alarm 
us, nor cauſe it to be neglected. | 


| | Wirn relped to our own coutitty; the imperfect ſtate of 
5 parliamentary repreſentation, and the gradual inroads af 
i power, upon the beſt and moſt ancient monnds of the conſti- 
238 ; tution, may have produced in ſome of the chaſteſt breaſts, a 
3 momentary admiration of forms of government more pleaſing 
do the eye than our own; but not leſs 3 to * nor 
"wn grievous in their decay. N 


| 

[ 

| 

1 85 
[ 

1 

N 

| 

8 
5 


rr — . 1 = — —_ 
s * . N * 


— —— 2 — 
4 


"Gzxexar. Aflemblies of the people TER however, in al \ 
quarters, reprobated republican ideas, by DECLARATIONS ener- 
getic and ſtrong, in exact ratio with the magnitude and 
reſpectability of the meeting. From the commons collected 
in a Barony or County, to one million four — thouſand 
inhabitants repreſented in a province, at Dungapnon, expreſ- 
fions of unbounded affection for their Prince, aijd of love for” 
their conſtitution in its true principles, have riſen in ſuch a - 
'— climax of loyalty, as to leave the enemies of reform without 
one ſolitary pretext for avoiding a fair diſcuſſion of the griev- 
= ances of the ſubject. But it is not the power of the Crown of 
which good men complain, tho“ the venerated name of Ma- 
jeſty is in every intereſted man's mouth. It is the euereaſed, 
_ encreafing, and undue power of the Ariſtocracy, which in 
progreſs of time may deſiroy the Regal Branch itſelf. 


Ir has been the chief deſign of theſe TrovenTs to turn 

public attention to the theory of the Britiſh conſtitution, and 

to ſome of its' moſt ancient principles, as points for ſhaping 

' ſuch a courſe as may avoid the rocks ſurrounding unlimited 

*  - Monarchy, and democratical Tyranny; and lead to that 
happicr mean which lies between both, 
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Dots GREAT BRITAIN OR cher oe FULLY ENJOY THAT CON= 
$TITUTION which theſe charts hold wo as a een of un- 


rivalled excellence? 1 
Tur following Queſtions will determine. 


I. Axz the laws affecting life, perſon, and property, framed 
with the conſeat of the King—the Lords—and the commons; 
the laſt fully and fairly repreſented in a third branch of the 
Legiſlature ? [General fuffrage of all freemen preſent, the 
ancient practice; confirmed by ſtatute 9th, Henry IV. bat 
reſtricted to 408. frecholders by 8th Henry VI—{Sce 2 


II. Azz Elections of Members of Parliament race? dn 
of Rights. 5 


Ill. Cax no man be impriſoned wk previous e. cauſe 
ſhewa ? [Petition of Rights, (Charles 1.J © 


IV. Can a ſubject except in particular eaſes which the 1 | 
has long declared) infiſt on the benefit of a Habeas Corpus; 
and muſt a jailor produce in court the body of his | 
and ſhew cauſe for his detaiader ? [ Habeas Corpus, Chas. II.] 


V. Can the meaneſt ſubject be brought to trial only when 
lawful evidence is given againſt him? 2 5 ; 
chap. 47, John.) 


VI. Most every alleged erime be tried by a is dad 
of the Peers of the accuſed, reſident in the TRI fas 
(Mag ua Charta, chap. 48.) 25 


VII. Is it impoſſible, from the nature of the law n 
-Juries, that they ean be unduly impannelled, or packed, i in any 
caſe whatſoe ver 7 
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* The reader cannot imagine that univerſal ſuffrage, is re» 
commended by this reference to ancient practice; as the opi- 
nion of the author was explained on that _ in number 
eleven, n 
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vn. Can exceſſive fines (diſproportioned to the 1 
or to the ability of the perſon to pay them) never be exacted? 


(Magna Charta.) 


IX. Cax no power in the state exact exceſſive bail ?— 
| D Roghts.) 1 0 | 


I x. Is: a man's houſe Nil his caſtle—tho' « a Poon built 
ſhed,” and tho* every wind of Heaven may whiſtle round 
it, and all the elements of nature enter in.“? (Lord Chat- 
bam, and the antient practice of the conſtitution, 2995 to 


| n and certain other laws.) 


XI. Can neither the Crown, nor its ſervants, ſell, deny, 
pos defer right and juſtice to any man ? (Magna Charta.) 


"Is theſe are already enjoyed; ; if the benefits of the great 
Charter, of the Petition of Rights, of the Bill of Rights, and 
| the ſeveral guards of our libertics confirmed at the Revolution, 
are ſtill in undiminiſhed force, let every man fit down 
contented under his vine, happy in the reflection that his 
country is free. But if they are not; the talents of the wiſe 
and the hearts of all, ſhould be engaged i in their attainment— 
becauſe the points e enumerated are eſſential to the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution. No abuſe in the practice of that conſtitution, can 
however be charged to the principle; We may lament and 
ſtrive to remove the one, but we ſhould never ceaſe to vene- 


rate the other. 


In no poſſible ſituation ſhould the people of n or any 
try, or age, be tempted to deſpair When the cup is 
en ready to overflow, comfort: is at hand. It is one of 
2 means of Providence, for preſerving a balance in human 
affairs, that the very a of an evil ſhall contribute to 


| to its cures _ 


7 


251 55 


N 2 N ee 
ON THE wu eee 


ku: XIV. 


1 — — 
— 


AUGUST 13.4 
Man" 


60 *. total diſuſe of arms mend the. lower claſſes of _ 


« eaſy and a tempting prey to every invader. This was 
« another capital error, and conſequently another cauſe 
« which contributed to their ruin. How muſt any nation, 
„ like our own; (England) which with refpe& to the bulk 
« of the people, lies in the ſame defenceleſs ſituation; how, 
„ ſay, muſt they cenſure the mighty State of Carthage, 
* ſpreading terror an giving law to the moſt diſtant nati- 
6 ons b her powerful fleets, when they fee her at the 
« ſame time trembling and giving herſelf up for loſt, at — 
. nnn. of any invader in her own territories? 


MONTAGUE ; ANCIENT REPUBLICS, 
# * Tool: ETFS ebe: 
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IT js a principle of the Britiſh conſtitution, that every 
freeman ſhould be armed. This is equally his right, and 
his duty. It is a privilege which tends to ſecure the poſſeſſion 
of « every other, againſt both foreign enemies and domeſtie 
tyrants: : and he is therefore under an obligation to exerciſe 
a right of ſo much conſequence to Sdelery: 497 on rep 

Tx1s principle bas been handed down to us from the remo- 
teſt antiquity, Notwithſtanding the unconſtitutional tyranny. 
of game laws, and the reſtrictions impoſed on ' Roman 
Catholics in times of jealouſy | and diſſention, it is at this mo- 
ment exerciſed i in an eminent degrec: and it is to be hoped 
that the people of this uſe will never ſuffer their right t th 
be infripged. e 


„ple, laid that opulent country (Carthage) open; ati 
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Tux praQtice of carrying arms, muſt neceſſarily rank a- 
mong the firſt, in point of time, that obtained in every civil 
| ſociety but we know, in par ieular, that it was afl efſeptial 
duty in feudal times. It was even the condition upon which 
both Lords and Commons held their lands. Hence, their 
titles to their property, were called Military Tenures. 


80 thoroughly was this principle eſtabiiſhed, when the 
Barons extorted Magna Charta from John in 1215, that it 
was thought unneceſſary to mention it among their privileges; 
That it was the duty of the people, was plain to every one; 
ſor they not only held their eſtates by military tenure, but 
were frequently called into the field by their reſpective 
chiefs. That it was their right, could not be doubted at 
Runnemede, where the Barons, with their tenants were en- 
eamped in defiance of the King. 


Ir is unneceſſary to feck for proofs of this practice in the 
four ſucceeding centuries, becauſe the ſame ſyſtem continued ; 
and previouſly to the eſtabliſhment of ſtanding armies, wars 
were carried on by the proprietors of land. 


Wur the eſtabliſhment of ſtanding armies had rendered 
the people remiſs in performing this duty to their country ; 
and juſtly excited the jealouſy of Parliament—it was thought 
neceſſary to remind the King of the rights of his people, and 
to remind the people of their duty. We accordingly find 
articles to the following purport in the BILL OF RIGHTS, 1689 


—THAT the raiſing or keeping a ſanding army within the 
kingdom, in time of peace, unleſs it be with the conſent of | 
parliament, is againſt law, ; 


ru the ſubjecte which are Proteſtants, may have arms | 
ſor their defence, ſuitable to their condition, and as al- 
lowed by law. 


Tux diſtracted ſtate of this kingdom induced the govern- 
ment, at ſeveral periods, to enforce the obligation of bearing 
arms upon the Engliſh and Scotch ſettlers, under heavy penal- 
ties and in the City of Dublin in particular, the oath ofa 


" Cas. 1 


Gains binds kim, at this day, to be furniſhed with fark 
armour and Weapons. as were in ule when the oath was 
framed. | 


Taar this liberty of having arms s implied the dee of 
ARRAYING and EXERCISING IN BODIES, is evident even from 
ſuch confiderations as theſe :=Tuar if a man be allowed to 
have arms, he muſt be permitted to learn their uſe; other- 
wiſe the permiſſiva would be nugatory : Tua r if two or 
more citizens be attacked, the law muſt neceſſarily authorize 
them to co-operate for their mutual defence : THAT if a neigh- 
bourhood, or town, be expoſed to, danger, the inhabitants 
muſt unite, and learn to act together, or their arms would 
be uſeleſs ; and a few riotous perſons, or a banditti, might 
pillage each houſe ſeparately, and murder the family without 
ir. terruption: Tua if the country be threatened by foreign 
or internal enemies, the people muſt act in concert, and take 
the moſt effectual method of making reſiſtance. Ax D TnAr 
this cannot be done vithout providing uniform arms, and 
accoutrements, nor without being regularly diſciplined and 
commanded. 
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Bur beſtde theſe general confiderations, we are ſupported 
in this opinion by the conſtitutional facts already mentioned. 
For, 1ſt. Perhaps a principal motive to the formation of ſo- 
cieties, was reciprocal defence and co-operation. 2d. In mi- 
litary times, the people were bound by their leaſes, to em- 
body, when the kingdom was in danger either from abroad 
or at home. zd. The armour and weapons with which the 
freemen of cities were required to be furniſhed, would have 
been of little uſe, except in battle array. And 4th. TRE BILL. 
or RIGHTS could not mean to leave any doubt of the conſti- 
tutional conduct of its authors, who had recently exerciſed 
this right in effecting the Revolution. 


Ir any perſon ſhould ſtill heſitate upon this point, his mind 
muſt be fully convinced by what has paſſed in our own times : 
for we have ſeen this principle of common law declared in 
the moſt ſolemn and deliberate manner. We have ſeen both 
houſes of parliament returning thanks to numerous bodies of 
citizens, regularly armed, diſciplined and embodied, without 
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18 receſrigg any aber aid. or acknowledging any mili- 
- tary 2 to the executive power. Nay his Vajeſty- 
himſelf intimated his concurrence” with the Lords and Com- 
mons, by Tg a . * the Volunteers of 


 Irchang. | | ij 5 


IT is incontrovertible, that the recent improvement made 
in the conftitntion of Ireland, and the extenſion of her trade, 
as welt as her ſceurity from invaſion during the American war, 
are to be aſcribed to the diſcipline of the Volunteers, and to 
the formidable bodies which learned to act together at Re- 
views : for had every individual ſtood alone, the people 
would bave been only the more deſpiſed on account of their 

fimplicity, in providing themſelves with arms. which they 
were incapable of uſing. The approbation of his Majeſty 
and the two Honſes, was not therefore conferred upon them 
as individuals ; for as unconnected individuals, they could not 
have effected any of the purpoſes for which they receiv- 
ed this approbation. It was given to them as an army, 
which had equipped itſelf for actual ſervice, without a: | 


any afliſtanec from government. 


* 

STILL, perhaps, ſome timorous perſons may be prevented 
from yielding to the force of theſe arguments, by their fears. 
They may think that government could not be carried on, if 
all the people were armed. In my opinion, this is the very 
circumſtance which renders the Volunteer aſſociations all- 
powerful in att ing right, and impotent in acting wrong. 
If indeed only a certain defcription of the people were armed, 
they muſt become ſormidable both to government, and 
their fellow-citizens. But when the Volunteers and the 
people are in fact the ſame body, it is plain that the peoplo 
have nothing to fear, and it is equally evident that govern- 
ment is ſafe from being over - ruled by a faction. H indeed a 
whole nation in arms, ſhould concur in demanding a redreſs 
of grievances, and an adminiſtration ſhould reſufe to comply; 3 
it might then tremble ; and. who is there that would have it 
otherwiſe? Wereall the people ON one fide and their ſcrvants 
on the other; the people x would command, and their fervants 
muſt obey. But in the regular courſe of affairs, when go- 


vernment ſtudies the intereſt of the nation, hy nation beiog 


/ 


1 
armed will ws carving they ſhall meet wa no obſtry&ion 


ia the diſcharge. of their duty; no petty inſurrection d ill dare 
to ſhew its head; no formidable rebellion, to raiſe its creſt. : 


IT is the intereſt of every well meaning government, that 
our military aff6ciations ſhould flourith even in time of peace; 
but on the eve of a war, it would be madneſs or treaſon t 
diſcourage them. Admiaiſtration ſhould then ſolicit their 
aſſiſtance, for they are the only force which can protect 
the country, by land. How could izELany be protected 
from a French ixvaſi ion by 12,000 men, <ffeQives and 


non effectives, cantoned thröùghout che Ein gdom 1 


great part of” them neceſfary for Barren duty, oy tor the 
execution of the laws! suf MUST THEN DEPEND brb Tür 
VOLUNTEER ARMY; inexhauſtible in point of numbers, quar- 
tered in every pariſh, intimately acquainted with the coun- 
try, and equally intereſted and iatrepid iu the defence of 
their liberties. e : = f 


© * Tur foflowin wing Extracts are made from Triſh acts of Ed- 
woaard the Fourth, rather as matter of Sure. * 
connected with this ene. 1 1 


srarur v. or ED, Iv. char. 19. 


An act chat every Englifhman, and Iriſhman, that veellerk 
with Engliſhmen, between fixty and fixteen in years, ſhall 
have an Engfiſh bow and arrows. 

Rot. Par. Cap. 17. 


Irin. At the requeſt of the Commons that conſideratiom 


Had to the great number of Iriſhmen, that exceed greatly the 


Engliſh people, that in force and augmentation of the King's 


lieges, it is ordeyned by the ſame parliament that every En- 
gliſhman and Iriſhman that dwefl with Engliſhmen and ſpeak 
Engliſh, that be between ſixty and ſixteen in age, ſhall have 
an Engliſh bow of his own length, and one fiſt meal at the 
leaſt betwixt the necks, with twelve ſhafts of the length of 


three-fourths of the Randard ;-the bows of yew, wych, haſſel, 


aſh, awburn, or any other realonable tree, according to their 
power, and the ſhafts in the ſame manner, within two 
months next after the publication af the eſtatute, upon pain 
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tary becken to the executive power. Nay his Vajeſty- 
himſelſ intimated his concurrence with the Lords and Com- 
mons, by I. a ELIOT Ow the ro grad of 


: Ireland. 3 I 


IT i incontrovertible, that the recent improvement made 
in the conſtitution of Ireland, and the extenſion of her trade, 
as well as her ſceurity” from invaſio ion during the American war, 
are to be aſcribed to the diſcipline of the Volunteers, and to 
the formidable bodies which learned to at together at Re- 
views : for nad every individual ſtood alone, the people 
would have beet omy the more deſpiſcd on account of their 
fimplicity, in providing themſelves with arms which they 
were incapable of uſing. The approbation of his Majeſty 
and the two Houſes, was nat therefore conferred upon them 
as individuals; for as unconne cted individuals, they could not 
have effected any of the purpoſes for which they receiv- 
ed this approbation. It was given to them as an army, 
which had equipped itſelf for actual ſervice, without 2 8 2 | 


any aſſiſtanec from government. 


STILL, perhaps, ſome timorous perfons may be prevented 
from yielding to the force of theſe arguments, by their fears. 
They may think that government could not be carried on, if 
all the people were armed. In my opinion, this is the very 


circumſtance which renders the Volunteer aſſociations alk 


owerful in ating right, and impotent in acting wrong. 
If indeed only a certain defeription ol the people were armed, 
they muſt become ſormidable both to government, and 
their fellow-citizens. But when the Volunteers and the 
people are in fact the ſame body, it is plain that the people 
have nothing to ſear, and it is equally evident that govern- 
ment is ſafe from being over-ruled by a faction. H indeed a 
whole nation in arms, ſhould concur in demanding a redreſs 
of grievances, and an adminiſtration ſhould reſuſe to comply; 3 
it might then tremble ; - and who f is there that would have it 
otherwiſe? Were all the people on one fide and their ſervants 
ON the other ; the people 1 would command, and their ſervants 
muſt obey. But in the regular courſe of affairs, when go- 
vernment fudies the itereſ of the nation, ne nation PR 
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armed wal take care that they ſhall or e no obſtr uction 


in the diſcharge of their duty; no petty inlurcecdion w ill dare 
to ſhew its head; no formidable rebellion, to raiſe its creſt. 


Ir is the intereſt of every well meaning overhient, that 
our military aff6ciations ſhould flouriſh even in time of peace; 
but on the eve of a war, it would be madneſs or treaſon to 
diſcourage them. Admiaiftrution ſhould then ſolicit their 
aſſiſtance, for they are the only force which can protect 
the country, by land. How could KELA ND be protected 
from a French invaſion by 12000 men, <ffeQives and 


non-elfeQives, cantoned throughout the Eingdom 5 5 4 


great part of” them neceffary for garriſon duty, and; te the 


execution of the laws! sur usr THEN DEPEND 'bybx THE | 


VOLUNTEER ARMY; incxhauſtible in point of numbers, quar- 
tered in every pariſh, intimately acquainted with the coun- 
try, and equally intereſted and intrepid in the defence of 
their liberties. 


., * Tas foflo in wing ae are made from lim acts of TY 


ward the Fourth, rather as matter of chriofity, — 0 


Conde ill with this Publiction. 


STATUE v. or ED. IV. CHAP. Iv. 


An act chat every Englifhman, and Iriſhman, that dwelleth 
with Engliſhmen, between fixty and fixteen in en, hall 
have an Engfiſh bow aud arrows. | 


Irin. At the requeſt of the Commons that confideration 
Had to the great number of Iriſhmen, that exceed greatly the 


Engliſh people, that in force and augmentation of the King's 
lieges, it is ordeyned by the ſame parliament that every En- 
gliſhman and Iriſhman that dwelt with Engliſhmen and ſpeak 


Engliſh, that be between ſixty and ſixteen in age, ſhall have 
an Engliſh bow of his own length, and one fiſt meal at the 


Jeaſt betwixt the necks, with twelve ſhafts of the length of 
three-fourths of the ſtandard; the bows of yew, wych, haſſel, 


aſh, awburn, or any other reaſonable tree, according to their 
power, and the ſhafts in the ſame manner, within two 


months next after the publication of the eſtatute, upon pain 


Rot. Par. Cap. 17. 
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of two pence a moneth, from moneth to other, for that he 
ſhall have and continue the bow and ſhafts, and in lieu of 
the bow and ſhafts broken and loſt to have new under pane 
of two-pence every moneth till it be done, and yet not pro- 
hibiting gentlemen on horſeback to ride according to their 
beſt diſpofitions, to ride with ſpear, ſo that * have bows 
with their men for time of N 


CHAP. 92 


An act for having a conſtable in every town, and a pair of 
- butts for ſhooting, and that every man betwixt fixty and ſix- 
teen ſhall ſhoot every A at the ſame butts. 


Rot. Par. Cap. 18. 


At the requeſt of the Commons it is ordayned and eftabliſh- 
ed by authority of ſaid Parliament, that in every "Engliſh 
town of this land that paſs three houſes holden by tenants, 
where no other preſident is, be choſen by his neighbours, or 
by the Lord of the ſame town, one conſtable to be preſident 
and governor of the ſame town in all things that pertain to 
the common rules of the ſame town, as in ordinance of night- 
watch, from Michaelmas to Eaſter, yearly, under pain of 
three-pence every night; and alſo to ordayne one pair of 
butts for ſhooting within the town, or well neere, upon 
coſt and labour of the ſaid town, under pane of two 
ſhillings from one moneth to the other, from the publication 


hereof till the conſtable be made, and the butts alſo, and that 


every man in the ſame town in ſuch hour as the conſtable, or 


his deputy of his neighbours ſhall aſſign, that is, ee ü 


ſixty and ſixteen, muſt be before the conſtable, or his deputy, 


at the ſame butts, and ſhoot up and down three times every 


feaſt day betwixt the firſt day of March and the laſt day of 


July, under pane of one ha/f-penny for every day, and that all 
theſe panes be levied off their goods or wages from moneth to 


moneth by the conſtable, to be ſpeut in the ſtrengthening of 


| the ſame town, or otherwiſe in his default to be levied by the 


wardein of the place, and that the panes loſt be ſpent 8 
the towns when the ſaid ow riſeth. 


\ 
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a © Tar entortedials in this quarter of the 3 are en | 


* derable in power; but, if that tumultuary form of Go- 
„ vernment ſhovid be re-eſtabliſhed in great States, and 
popular Aſſemblies again entruſted with executive ſuncti- 
„ oths, ough: not the principles eſtabliſhed in this diſcourſe 

* to convince us that ſuch aſſemblies would abuſe power 
now, as groſsly as they did ſormerly ? Is it not to be 
% dreaded that the ancient barbarities would be renewed, 
the manners of men again tainted with a ſavage ſerocity, 

and thoſe enormities, the bare deſcription of which is 
* ſhocking to human nature, be OO; repeated, 

hs and e become familiar! e 


449 yay 


rn $ LIFE OT LYSIAS anD 1$0CRATES,, 
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Tat Britiſh Conſtitution has been fometinies 3 
with NEW. o 1MAGINARY Republics. At may not therefore 
be inexpedicnt to compare it with thoſe Republican Forms 


of Government which we know to be ancient, and to have 


been reduced to praQtice, A complete contraſt would indecd 
be impracticable in the ſpace and time allotted to publications 
olf this kind. All that.can be aimedgat is to ſuggeſt a few 
hints, which may induce *. readers to proſecute the ſame 
train of thoughts. = 


Fno the pacific declarations of the French Repdddbe, the 
not yet verified by experience, it has been coneluded that if 


all European States adopted the Republican Form, wars 


would ceaſe—and the frequency of hoſtilities among urodern 


1 K 


. 
nations has been aſeribed to their Monarchical Governments, 
How ſuch an idea ſhould enter the head of any man who had 
ever read hiſtory, is to me altogether unaccountable; for 
every one knows that 8PARTA, ATHENS, and above all, aon, 
were the moſt reſtleſs, ambitious, and warlike ſtates even of 
b ancient times; and that there is not one modern nation that 
can ſtand in competition with them in this reſpect. It is not 
neceſſary, however, to ſeek for examples beyond GREECE; | 
for the ancient ſtate of that country is a caſe in point. 
Were Europe covered with Republics, ſhe would be a ſecond © 
Greece, on a larger ſcale; and the inceſſant and deſperate | 
conteſts which were ſupported by thoſe ancient ſtates, would 
be renewed; with this difference, that hoſtilities would laſt 
longer, and be more deſiructive. The Commonwealth of 
England was ſcarcely formed, when it engaged in a deſperate 
war with the Republic of Holland: and the Cantons of Swit-. 
_ zerland have ſupplied every ſtate in Europe with troops. 
Republics therefore are fond of war. Nor ſhould this pro- 
penſity appear nge to any od for the cauſe e of i it is m7 | 
obvious, Aa 5 


IN BRITAIN, where the prerogative of war 2 peace is 
veſted in the King, we know that though an inglorious 
peace may ſometimes be concluded, and an imprudent war 
declared, there are many obſtacles in the way of both the one 
and the other. A regard to the ſenſe of the public, and par- 
| ticularly of the rwo houſes, is even at this day a powerful a 
7 reſtraint, as we have repeatedly experienced within a few 
years, particularly in the Ruſſian armament: and as neither 
the King, nor his principal adviſers, are military men, the 
mad paſſion for . can have little influence. 


Bur in Republics, it is eaſy to. enflame the reſentment, 
the avarice, or the ambition of a popular aſſembly; and 
there i is always a number of demagogues and def perate {words- 
men, whoſe paſſion is fame, and whoſe intereſt is beſt Pro- 
moted by public confuſion and foreign wars. : 


Now if wars would continue under RenakBens forms, it 
is plain that they could: not be carried on without fanding 


.- 


. armies. Sons of the ancient Fe were N com- 


munities. The Citizens were not only ſoldiers, but they 


were nothing elſe. Roux and sraxTA were garriſons; from 
which drafts and detachments might be made without any | 


material change in their mode of living; nay ſometimes, | 
actual ſervice was eſteemed a relaxation from duty, and a 
lucrative employment. But in the tranquil, commercial _ 


ſtate of modern Europe, the inhabitants would ſcarcely bro | 


to be ordered into camp, aud would think it a ſtrange com- 


mencement of Liberty and Equality, to be tranſported ſor 


n yea rs to Gibraltar, Africa, or the Eaſt Indies. 


STANDING armies therefore would till he neceſſary: 0 
a little reflection will convince any man that they are more 


formidable in Republics than in Monarchies. Rome, it is 


well known, was ſrequently overrun, and at length deſtroyed, 
even by an army of her own children. Her rival AA TuAOR, 


which like -England was a commercial ſtate, and ſound ie 


cheaper and caſter to buy ſoldiers, than to fight her own bat- 
tles, was brought to the brink of deſtruction by an army of 
foreign mercenaries In the time of c ILL, the Engli 

Commonwealth was governed by à council of officers; and 
ſoon aſter, the army of the Commonwealth reſtored Char- 
les II. without condition or ſtipulation. The long Parliament 


was as able and virtuous a body of men as ever fat iy any 


Senate: yet the reſult of their efforts, was military tyranny 

and Cromwellian uſurpation; rendered hereditary in the 

perſon of Richard Cromwell, and ſuppreſſed only to make 
way for the profligate and AT Changes. 


From theſe facts it will alſo appear that European a 


lies cannot be exempt from Taxes. _ A popular Government 


may no doubt be conducted at leſs expence than a Monar- 
chy; but when a- National Aﬀembly, a ſtanding army; a 
powerful navy, and frequent wars are to be ſupported, in 
addition to the ordinary expences of Government, the peo- 
ple muſt be ſubject to heavy impoſts. America indeed is 
happy i in this reſpect; but it is owing to her remote ſituation. 


Yet even America, though without army, or navy, is ſub- 


ject to many taxes, particularly a heavy Exciſe, which even 
now is exciting diſcontent, ; 
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I As WO 3 8 a RS. Republic would probably de 


' a warlite tate, and conſequently liable to the deſpotiſm of a 
' tanding army, and ſubject to grievous taxes; ſo it might be 
"eafily ſhewn that it would be Jeſs able to ber theſe burdens 


than fuch a kingdom as England: for COMMERCE is not con- 


xevial with a Republican Government. 


2} 


an ſtability of a Republic depends on a conſiderable de- 
g gree of equality among the citizens, in point of property, 


This can be maintained only by diſcouraging commerce; by 
Agrarian Laws; by violating the right of a man to bequezth 
his property; or by fimilar contrivances, which have actu- 
ally been recommended by ſome popular writers. A ſtate 


in which ſuch a diſparity of wealth exiſts as is to be found at 


preſent in England, could not long continue under a Repul- 


lican Government: and this diſparity would ſoon take 
place in a free commercial country. It is probable, then, 


that extenſive and proſperous commerce would be fatal to a 


- Republic. Now, we all know, that in England, on the con- 
7501 mer, Commerce was the parent and nurſe of liberty. 


r has been already obſerved, that democratical Govern- 


ments are peculiarly expoſed to the ſtorms of racriov. Of 


all the ſtates of Greece, ſays Montague, Athens“ which 
was the head of the democratical confederacy “ may be 
moſt ſtriQly termed the ſeat of faction.“ But they are ſub- 
ject to a greater evil than this=-I mean the effects of foreign 
intrigues and bribery, It is the nature of democratica] Re- 
publics to be influenced by men of pepular talents, who are 
oſten in indigent circumſtances, A very ſmall ſum may be 
a great object to one of theſe Demagogues : and his ſriend- 
ſhip may be of immenſe value to a ſtate which is carrying on 
war, or negociating with his country. To expect that ſuch 


temptations will be refiſted, or to imagine that a popular 


ↄſiembly may not be deluded by an artful leader, is to de- 
clare profound ignorance both of modern and ancient 


times. 


This is the fide in which ràAeE will be moſt eaſily woun- 


ded; and if her government continue in its preſent form, it 


0 1 0 


3s probable ſhe may, in time, fall a dim to nn 
ence, and domeſticitreachery ; ; for every European ſtate may 
have agents in her aſſembly, who will either ſaerifiee her 
intereſts to their employers, or occaſion ſuch. general diſtruſt 
in the nation, that they will be hurried into ſome deſperate 
expedient as a cure for their diſtractions—as e Yr” 
Fwy in England at the RESTORATION: | 


* 


; Faden who have moſt- ſtrenuouſly: objected to any argu- 
| ments drawn from the Theory of the Britiſh Conſtitution, 
have very inconſiſtently argued from abſtraft democratical 
notions, that have never been put in execution. In this pa- 
per I have ſet afide both TANORIEs, and appealed to EXPE» 
RiENCE. From experience it has appeared, that an Eu- 


: ropean Republic would naturally be reſtleſs, faQtious, ambi- 


tious, and expoſed to frequent deſtructive; wars; that theſe 
muſt be conducted by ſtanding armies and navies; that theſe 
will require high taxes in addition to thofe which are neceſ- 
Tye ſary for the internal government; that without commerce, 
it will be unable to ſupport ſuch burdens and with it, the 


people will ſoon become, by inequality of property, unfit 


for a democratical conſtitution : and finally, that beſide the 
conſequences of inteſtine diviſi ions, its intereſts will be con- 
| ann BETRAYED ro 17s ENEMIES, | 
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85 Tar people (the Aden) bighty ſuſceptible, as they 2 
4 are, of lively and tranſient ſenſations, ſtand diſtinguiſhed 
« beyond all other nations, for uniting the moſt diſcor- 


* Jant qualities, and ſuch as may be moſt eaſily abuſed to 


us miſlead them,” 2 | 
| 95 E ANACHARSIS./ 


IT is very obſervable that the writers ENT lately acquired | 


the greateſt aſcendancy over the public mind, drew nothing 


ſrom ulis ronr. This muſt have been occaſioned either by 


Ignorance, by a deſire of impoſing on their readers, or by an 
opinion that we are not only wiſer than all our predeceſſors, 
but ſo well acquainted with the principles of politics, that 


we cannot derive any benefit from their wiſdom, or experi- 


ence. Ignorance or impoſture, it would be uncivil to im- 
pute: nor can we charge them with ſuch ſelf-ſufficiency and 


preſumption as are implied by the laſt ſuppoſition, without 
ſuſpecting them of the greateſt abſurdity—for every wi.e 


man knows that he may receive advantage from a know». 


ledge. of- the ſucceſs, the misfortunes, and the obſervations 
even of a weak one. Yer, upon this idea, ſcems to be found- 
ed that common notton, ſo ſaFburable to indolence and ig- 


norance, that a NEw ERA has commenccd, that Govern- 


ments are in future to be conſtituted upon maxims entive! 
new, and that the facts recorded in Hiſtory cannot apply 
to Conſtitutions which bear no reſenmiee to ancient forms 
of Government. - | 


IT is ſaid in particular, that a Legiſſature puREIY REPRE- 
SENTATIVE, is a modern invention, and of courſe that none 


of the obſervations drawn, from the eld Republics are appli- 


cable to it. If this plan were indeed lo recent as it is ſaid 


„„ 


to be, it would be very liable to rofpicion, fob 3 it would come 
under the deſeription of an experiment; and people would 
naturally prefer a government which had, for a great length 
of time ſtood the teſt of experience, to a mere novelty. 


Bur in fach it is not a novelty. Repreſentation has had 


a ſhare in many Conſtitutions : and there is in ancient hiſ- 


tory an inſtance of a pure repreſentative democratical 
Republic, which is nearly the pre. 40 of the plan lately 
ſubmitted to the French.— This Repub ic is aTaHens, from 
which many of the obſervations in * numbers of theſe 
thoughts have been drawn. ; | 


Since the political ſyſtem lately introduced into France is 
conſidered by many as a new diſcovery, it may not be unſea- 


ſonable to point out the particulars i in which it reſembles the _ 


Grecian policy: and ſince it is looked upon as a contraſt to 
the imperfect form of Government eſtabliſhed in xncLAwD, it 
cannot be irrelevant to the intention. of this publication, to 
ſtate the effects produged by this plan upon a people who 
have always been thought to bear a remarkable reſemblance 
to the French. It is obvious that upon ſuch extenfive ſub- 
jects, a few hints muſt ſuffice, A full diſcuſſion would fill A 


volume, and might laudably employ the 1 2 ſome emi- | | 


neat ſcholar and 6 


In ATTICA as in FRANCE, the bees reſided in the 


people; who claimed and exerciſed the right of acting in 
their collective capacity, as often as they thought proper. 
But as the adminiſtration of public affairs could not be con- 
ducted by ſo numerous a body, they veſted the powers of Go- 


vernment, in ordinary caſes, in a Senate. In Athens how- 


ever, the interference of the people was much more ſrequent 


than in France, in conſequence of the very confined limits 
of its N 


Tur geople; that they might merida the ſunctions which 
they reſerved to themſelves, were divided into certain diſs 
tricts, called pEMOI. Of theſe there were in Attica 174. 
They may be compared to the Communes or Seftions in France. 
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Raon Section was under the direQion of i a ſet of Officery 
* called pxzMarxcns. It was their buſineſs to aſſemble the inha- 
bitants on public occaſions ; to keep a regiſtry of the Citizens 
reſident in the diſtrict; to preſide at the election of Senatots 
and Magiſtrates, &c. In all theſe reſpects they bore an exact 
” reſemblance to the Bureau de Pafſemblee primaire. 5 


Ar theſe elections in both countries, the pooreſt citizens 
were capable of electing, and being elected; except they had 
been precluded by conviction of certain crimes. The mean- 
eſi citizens were eligible to the higheſt offices : and foreigners 
when naturalized, had all the privileges of citizens. In the 
admiſſion of new citizens, however, the Athenians were 
ſtricter than the French. The electors of courſe were 
more ſelect in Attica than in France, even after the time 
of ARISTIDES, who extended the privileges of the lower 
orders ; and the candidates were ſubject to a ſevere ſcrutiny, 
before. they could be propeſed. 


Tur Diſtricts of Attica were claſſed er ten tribes, an- 
ſwering to the Departments of France; each of which appoint- 
ed fiſty repreſentatives to the Senate. The members for each 
tribe, formed a committee, and every committee in its turn 

preſided for 35 days over the affairs of the 8 State, during 

which time it was called the rxyrany. Ten deputies of the 

committee conſtituted a ſub-committee, who were ſtiled 

PROEDR1, held their office for a week, and ſeem to anſwer 

N to the French Executive Council. One oſ their number pre- 

9 ſided every day; 31 was alſo prefdent, or EPISTATEs of 


: the Senate. 


 Tras Senate, like the Zegiſlative Aſſembly, exerciſed a con- 
ſiderable ſhare of the executive Government,—lt's members 
muſt have attained the age of thirty years, previous to elec- 
tion. They ſat every day; and to guard againſt vacancies, 
the people in the Primary Aſſemblies appointed ze(iLacuons, 
or Suppleans, as ſubſtitutes for thoſe who wight die or be 


es 


THE SENATE; like Ae Legiſlative Aſſembly, was elected an- 
nually; and the deputies received daily wages. It might 
make decrees, which continued in force for a year; and in 
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rs caſes, it had a previous negative on the dender. 
tions of the people, but its more important acts were ſuhy 


mitted to the General Aſſembly for ſanction; as the French 8 


Aſſembly refers matters of fingular moment to the departments. 
pon this part of s80Lon's plan, the Scythjan philoſopher 
ſhrewdly obſerved—that in Athens wife men were to GENS 
rate, and fools to decide. 


Tur free citizens of Athens were not as numerous in pro- 
portion to the reſt of the inhabitants as thoſe of France, 
but they were more fully repreſented ; for beſide their per- 
ſonal attendance in the Aſſembly of the e chere was 4 
ce preſeatution for every forty citizens, 


LASTLY, the ſame diſtinction took p'ace between decrees 
and laws, in each ſtate “ A lau is diſtinguiſhed by i its uni- 
« verſality and its indefinite duration. A decree is confined 
« to a eertain diſtrict, particular individuals, or a limited 
<« period of time.” —{French Conſtitution Tit. VIII. 5 II. 4.4 


ALL magiſtrates, and other public officers, were choſen 
anaually as in France, by open ſuffrage, ballot, or ror. 
The laſt mode of deciding among the candidates, was very 
common; and probably aroſe from long EXPoricnce of os 
caprice or corruption of the multitude, 


Some of theſe, after having diſcharged the higbeſt offices 
in the ſtate, with unqueſtionable wiſdom and integrity, were 
admitted into the court of Ax RO AGs, for life. 


Oruer magiſtrates preſided as Judges in different courts, 
while they were in oſſice. 


ALL judges therefore were eleſtive as in France; and 888 
the e ones were aſſiſted by JURIEs, 


Tue jurors were very numerous, often 500; and on ſome 
occaſions, even ſix thouſand; and received compenſatioa ſor 
their attendance. 


Sou of the judges went circuit, 125 reſembled Ses Cen- 
ſeurs Fudiciares, | . 
| M m 
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SnovLD the parties chooſe to decide their difference ww ar- 
bitration, their right to do ſo is expreſsly aſcertained in both 
conſtitutions. 


THE EUTHUNI of. Athens etiereſpratel with le Bureau de 
57 wg or commiſſioners of accounts in France. 


Tuxsx are ſome of the principal points in 4#dicd thoſe two 
farms of government coincided, It would be eaſy to mention 
others in which they differed, and in which the Athenians 

had the andy nds: to 395 modern ſyſtem of 
politics. | 


 Tavs the maſs of the people more frequently acted in 
perſon. The repreſentation was more complete.— The Eeis- 
"TATES, or preſident of the Senate, and principal officer of 
ſtate, held his office HUE one day, and could not be choſen a 
ſecond time. 


Turk is another circumſtance in which the Greeks were 
ſuperior—"* It is a great advantage,” ſays an enlightened 
Freach author, © that the nature of the Democracy ' Athers) 
& rendered delays and enquiries neceſſary, in matters of le- 
% giſlation :* but he ſubjoins an obſervation equally applica- 
ble to both“ it is often a great misfortune that they are no 
© Jeſs unavoidable on occaſions that call for celerity and 
« diſpatch.” —Barthelemi. Le peuple a toujours trop d'ac- 
tion, ou trop peu. Quelquefvis, avec cent mille bras, il 
renverſe tout; quelqueſois avec cent mille pieds il ne va 
que comme les inſectes. Monteſquieu, Eſprit de Loix Liv. 
II. ch. 2.—The people have always either too much activity, 
or too little. Sometimes, with an hundred thouſand arms, they 
overturn every thing ; ſometimes with an hundred thouſand 
feet, they crawl like inſects; 


Tursx remarks will ſatisfy the reader, that the French conſti- 
tu tion is not a ſingular phenomenon. Now if this plan was former- 
.Jy carried into execution—the next queſtion that ariſes is, 

HOW DID IT OPERATE ?——From its paſt operation, we may 
form conjectures, concerning its future effects. The reſult of 
a ſecond trial may be more or leſs favourable than the firſt, 


| 
\ 


( 26 ) 
in a certain degree, according to the character and ſituation 
of the people upon whom it is made: but while mankind 


continues the ſame ſpecies, the events of ſimilar experiments 
cannot n differ. | 


1 as wel as Franck was einn under a kingly 
government. It adopted the republican form, for: a very 
whimſical reaſon. Coprvs, their laſt King, was ſo good, 
that they determined never to have another. 


Taz conſtitution of Athens was ſcarcely ormed, when 
P151STRATUS, by his popular talents, obtained an abſolute 
aſcendancy over the people, and left his ſons in poſſeſſion of 
the ſupreme power. 


Teoven they were diſpoſſeſſed by a ſecond Revolution, 
the hiſtory of Athens is, in a great meaſure, a hiſtory of de- 
magogues, who ſucceſſively exerciſed all the powers and com- 
manded the treaſures of the ſtate; as the hiſtory of an abſo- 
lute monarchy is little more than an account of its Kings. 


Some of theſe were men of tranſcendant abilities and virtues ; 


but others were diſtinguiſhed only by a-profligate audacity. 
CLeoN and -ALC1BIADES, were equally powerful, with 
THEMISTOCLES and AR1STIDES., | | £ 


Some of theſe great men were injuriouſly ſuſpected of being 
ſubſervient to foreign powers, and others of a claſs inferior 
in talents; tho' not in influence, we know to have been 
bribed. 


BeTweeN a mean diſtruſt of the beſt citizens, and a blind 
confidence in baſe declaimers, the ſtate was inceſſantly diſ- 
tracted by hoſtile factions. This ſpirit of jealouſy at length 
aroſe to ſnch a height, that no citizen of ſuperior merit 
could live in Athens, © It is the common fault of great and 
free ſtates, that envy is the concomitant of glory; and that 
«© the multitude have a pleaſure in humbling all.who riſe 
« above their own level. The poor can never bear to be 
« ſpectators of opuleace. Chabrias, therefore, abſented 
* himſelf as much as poſhble from Athens: and nor 
% only he, but all the moſt eminent men did the ſame, 


( 268 ) 


e. 8 that to be free from envy, they muſt abandon 
« their country. Thus Conon lived in Cyprus; Iphicrates, 
« in Thrace; Timotheus, in Leſbos; Chabrias, at Sigæum.“ 
— Nepos in Chab — 


 SaLLvsT tells us that ingratitude is a virtue in a Republic, 
and that it is reckoned much better to forget a kindneſs than 
an injury; to neglect a benefactor, than pardon a criminal. 
In republica multo præſtat beneficii, quam maleficii, im- 
« memorem eſſe. Bonus tantummodo ſegnior ft, ubi negli- 
„ gas, at malus improbier. Ad hoc, fi injuriæ non fint, 
% haud ſzpe auxilii egeas.” 


Ir is not uncommon for democratical ſtates to wreak their 
vengeance on unfortunate, though meritorious commanders : 
but the Athenians carried this, like every other feature of 
their republican character, to the moſt enormous exceſs, 
when they executed the fix Admirals who had gained the 
glorious victory of Arginufe; for a neglect, falſely imputed to 
them, of collecting the bodies of the dead for burial. Some 
ſymptoms of the ſame envious and ungrateful ſpirit appear 
in the world, even at this day. In Latin, public odium and 
envy are expreſſed by the ſame word, Invidia. 


In Athens as in Rome, the only cure that the popular 
leaders could deviſe for theſe diſorders, was a feries of ruin- 
ous WaARs, chiefly with Republics. The — laſted 
for twenty fix campaigns, 


DvrinG theſe wars, the peeple ſeemed to change their 
character. They gloried in being the only people who had 
erected an Altar to Mercy, yet their victories were often 
ſtained with almoſt unexampled avarice and cruelty. They 
doomed to deſtruction thoſe free cities which had reſiſted 
them in a war of iniquitous revenue; and of their operations 
againſt ariſtocratical Republica, we have this ſummary and 
memorable account given by Montague“ Where the Athe- 
« nians were victors, democracy was ſettled, or reſtored; 
« and the people glutted their revenge with the blood of the 
« nobility !* 
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Turr themſelves fell twice under the deſpotic nes of 
their own citizens. The firſt faction was compoſed of four 
hundred; the laſt of thirty; ſupported by a hoſtile ſtate, and 
known by the name of the Thirty Tyrant. 


As to their internal management, their popular aſſembly 
was a ſcene of faction, clamour, confufion and inconſiſtency. 
When it loſt the charm of novelty, the attendance of the 
people was to be obtained only by a pecuniary allowance. 
By this expedient all the neceſſitous and profligate were 
drawn together : the beſt citizens deſpiſed both the company 


and the temptation. This expedient however was ſo neceſ- 
fary, that the comic and ſatirical poet ARISTOPHANES, 


praiſing Plutus, the God of riches, aſks, 


Exxancie d I dic Twror Ye Ta; 


Is it not he that conſtitures our aſſembly ? l 


Jvnixs were collected by the ſame mercenary means, and 
we may gueſs how they were compoſed. 


Ar length when public and private virtue was completely _ 
undermined ; when plays and thews become the occupation 
of the people; when ruocion and other maſter ſpirits de- 
ſpaired of the national morals; when a band of orators, in 
the pay of foreign powers, aſſumed the direction of the 
people, —they fell at a fingle blow, under the dominion of 
PHILIP. By their conduct for ſeveral generations after, they 
ſhewed that they were as incapable of ſubmitting to ſlavery, 
as of enjoying liberty. 


WurTHER the French Republic will run the fame courſe, 
poſterity will decide. Whether it has begun it, is a point of 
which we may judge. Whether or not ſuch a government is 
preferable to that of England, every one will determine for 
himſelf. Whether it is adapted to extenfive dominions, has 
been declared by Monteſquicu. Il eſt de la nature d'une 
% Republique, qu'elle n'ait qu'un petit territoire: ſans cela 
« elle ne peut guere ſubſiſter. Dans un grand Republique, il 
„ a de grandes fortunes, et par conſequent peu de moderati- 


; TIE 


on dans les eſprits: il y a trop wed Xſpots'a mettre en ; 
tre les mains d'un citoyen. At is eſſential to a republic to 
have a confined territory. Without this it cannot long exiſt, 

ln an extenſive Republic there muſt be large properties, conſe- 
quently little moderation; and: the public truſts will be too 
great to be lodged in the hands of a citizen. | g 


— 


OCTOBER 30. 1793. 


Tuna the French Stateſmen and Philoſophers have taken 
Athens for their model, may be further preſumed from their 
diviſion of time. The Athenian months were divided into 
decads : the days were named according to their order in 
each decad : and the laſt day of the month was alſo called af- 
ter Demetrius Poliorcetes, a benefactor of their State. The 
months took their names from their feſtivals, in honour of 
certain remarkable events and celebrated heroes, by which 
each of them was diſtinguiſhed. In both countries, time was 
divided into periods of four years. In both, theſe periods 
were denominated olympiads; and as each olympiad among 
the Greeks was concluded by the olympic games, ſo the 
French are to cloſe their olympiads with civic games. 
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| OCTOBER 30, 
Avr me amor negotii ſuſcepti fallit, aut nulla unquam 


„ Reſpublica nec major, nec ſanctior, nec bonis enemplis | 


« ditior kult. 5 
Iv: 


] am either deceived by a partiality for my ſubject, or 
« there never was a Commonwealth, greater, more 
« yenerable, or richer in noble examples.“ 


/ 


Tae plan of this publication requires ſeveral additional 
Papers, but the time of the writers will only admit of 
a few. The buſineſs of theſe concluding eſſays ſhall there- 


fore be to point out two of thoſe ſubjects which have 


not yet come under diſcuſſion, though of great importance 
and worthy of a diſtinct and copious elucidation. 


Tux firſt is the admirable principles of the common Law, 
and the practice of our CRIMINAL JURISPRUDENCE, A juſt 
delineation of theſe ſubjects would give the inhabitants of 
this country a much more exalted idea of its conſtitution than 
they now entertain, when the generality of them are naturally 
prone and ſedulouſly taught to ' dwell on minute blemithes 
or unavoidable inconveniences : and it would at the ſame 
time form a ſtriking contraſt with the crudities of modern ſy- 
ſtems. It could not fail to give an lriſhman of humble con- 
dition a lively ſenſation, of both pleaſure and pride, to com- 
pare the proceſs and the evidence neceſſary to his conviction 
and puniſhment, with that which in France decides the 
ſate of a General or a King. 


Tux other point, on which it would be defirable to ſee 
a copious publication is this: that the Britiſh conſtitution not 
only poſſeſſei a diſtinguiſhed advantage in ics ſuſceptibility 
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| 5 ent, but has actually been progreſſive from the 5. 


conqueſt. Though the illuſtration of this aſſertion might 


Teem an arduous and even an abſurd attempt to the majority 


of the people, yet to any one converſant with hiſtory the 


fact would be plain and the proof eaſy. Perhaps it would 
appear, on ſuch an enquiry, impoſſible to ſelect a period 

of fifty years in the hiſtory of England, ſince the conſtitution 
aſſumed a regular form, in which it has not gained additional 


. ſtrength; though poſſibly no one year could be named, in 
which the whole people, or a very great proportion of them, 


did not think it was fuffering dilapidation and falling to 
decay, Nay more, this ſtrange propenſity contributes more 
than any thing elſe to the ſtability of that conſtitution, the 
ruin of which they are continually deploring, The reaſon 
of this diſcontented temper is, that men are not only more 
ſenſible of grievances than of privileges; but an innovation 
is generally of a more glaring nature, and excites more at- 
tention, than an additional ſecurity to liberty. An extenſion 
of freedom, is no more than their right: a limitation of it, 


zs both an injury and an inſult. That this jealouſy will 


tend to ſecure the inviolability of the beloved object re- 
quires no illuſtration. 


Trovcs all the facts that might be adduced to eſtabliſh 


this point cannot be brought forward in a paper of this 
kind, I ſhall mention a few of them. —By William the 
| Conqueror, who reigned in the latter end of the eleventh 


century, the Saxon conſtitution was ' aboliſhed, the feudal 
ſyſtem introduced, and the natives enflaved. Beginning 
from this period I aſſert, that the Saxon laws gradually re- 
vived, and the conſtitution gained ſtrength. The twelſth 


- century opened with the charter of Henry I. and was diſtin- 


guiſhed by that of Stephen, by the conſtitutions of Claren- 


don, by the revival of the laws of Edward the conſeſſor, and 


by that ſignal improvement in liberty and law, the inſtitu- 
tion of circuits. The thirteenth centuty was ſignalized 
by Magna Charta, extorted from John and confirmed by 
Henry II., by the proviſions of Oxford, the erection of 
the Houſe of Commons, and the firſt refuſal of parliament 
to grant ſupplics, till grievances were redreſſed. ln the 


(en) 
fourteenth, we find Edward II. obliged to | grant articles to 
his parhament, and parliament denying the power of the 
King to grant a ſubſidy to the Pope. We ſee the Houſe of 
Commons taking its preſent form by the election of a 


} 


ſpeaker; and the two eftates firſt threatening to depoſe - 
Richard II. and afterwards exerciſing that great function of 


the people, the depoſition of one King and the election of 
another.—In the 15th we meet with that remarkable exerciſe 


of parliamentary authority, the appointment of ProteQors 


duriog the minority of Henry VI. About the ſame time 
loans began to be obtained on parliamentary ſecurity,—and 
the Houſe of Commons roſe to its natural fevel by the pur- 
chaſe of land from the Nobles. The moſt remarkable 
extenſion of liberty in the ſixteenth century, was the abo 


lition of papal authority and juriſdicton: but notwithſtand- 


iog the fignal abilities and wiſdom of Elizabeth, who reigu- 
ed for nearly one half of that period, it is notorious: that tae 


Houſe of Commons was gaining and exerting ſlrength and 


independence. This was felt in a variety of inſtances by 


| her pedantic and pragmatical ſucceſſor, who was driven to 
the moſt diſhonourable expedients to raiſe the Tupplies, which 
pacliament refuſed to grant. Barely to mention the principal 
inſtances of the power of the people in the ſeventceuch 
century, would greatly exceed my limits. Let it ſuffice to 
ſay, that it was diſtinguiſhed by the origin of our modern 
lactions, which ſome think ſo conducive to the preſervation 
of liberty. Whigs and Tories were firſt known in 1621. 
The ſpirit of the people appeared in the Bill of Rights, in 
the law limiting the duration of parliaments to three years, 
(1640) in the ſuppreſſion of the Star- chamber and High 
Commiſſion Court, the conteſt about ſhip money, the pro- 
ſccution of favourites, the ſubjection of the clergy to the 
payment of taxes, and finally, ia the war and in the death 
of the King.— While the ſame century can boaſt of many 
excellent laws obtained by the influence of the people, ſuch 
as the habeas corpus, the revival of the act for calling tri- 
ennial parliaments, (1694) which bad been repea'ed unde 
Charles II. the act of toleration and the bill of rights; ſome 
of the worſt that diſgrace our ſtatute book originated from 
the ſame cauſe, Thus, the teſt act and the act of uniformity, 
Nao 
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were the effect of popular prejudice, FR were carried in op- 
poſition to the court. We may rank them among the proofs 
of the fallibility, and of the freedom, of the people. It is 
ſcarcely neceſſary to take notice of thoſe well known and 
glorious efforts of popular prerogative connected with the 
Revolution—caſhiering and eleQing their governors, and 


beſtowing the crown in ſucceſſion. . Among the more recent 


improvements of the eighteenth century, it is ſufficient to 
mention the abolition of feudal juriſdiction, (1745) which 
extinguiſhed the laſt remains of hereditary ariſtocratical ty- 
ranny; the independence of the Judges eſtabliſhed by Wil- 
iam III. (13th chap. 2.) and enlarged by his preſent Majeſty, 
(1ſt Geo. III. 23)=—the abolition of general warrants z and the 
place and penſion bill, As a further inſtance of the progreſs 
of the conſtitution and of our inattention to that progreſs, 
I remind the reader of an act which, though not a year 
old, he has probably forgotten—I mean that law, which aſ- 
certained- and eſtabliſhed two conſtitutional points of the 
greateſt importance, the right of Jnries and the freedom of 


the Preſs. The privilege of Jurors to judge of law as well 
| as fact, in caſe of libels, and conſequently the freedom of 


the Preſs, are two points that are now become articles of our 
conſlitution, and exempliſy the manner in which it improves 
by the perſeverance of the people, without revolution, or 
tumult ; not in conſequence of a ſudden and inconfiderate 
burſt of enthuſiaſm, but aſter a deliberate diſcuſſion of the 
jubjet by the people and parliament. That the right of 


a Jury to give a verdict upon the whole matter in ifſue 


was not eſtabliſhed before that act, appears from the neceſ- 


fity of the act itfelf ; and that the freedom of the preſs was 


not expreſsly aſcertained by the conſtitution, is evident from 
this, that fome years ago, no printer dared to report to 
the people the debates of their Repreſentatives, unleſs under 


 Kdtitious names. 


In extending this obſervation to Ireland, might aſſert, 
| that as privileges were gained by the Engliſh, they were gra- 
dually extended to that part of this kingdom which was 
fubject to the King. Thus Henry II. granted to his Iriſh 
ſubjects Magna Charta, Charta de Foreſtis, the Modus te- 


7 
7 
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nendi Parliamenta, and the common law of England. Thus 
in the earlieſt times we obtained the appointment of Magiſ- 
trates, and Judges of Aſſize. Thus were thoſe ancient and 
ſalutary laws enacted which ſecured the people againſt 
military and Ariſtocratical tyranny, and more recently the 
Habeas Corpus Act, and the independence of the Judges; 

and thus was the freedom of trade firſt conferred, and by the 
liberal explanation of the Navigation Act in the laſt Seſſion 
of the Britiſh Parliament further extended, by permitting 
us to ſupply the markets of Britain with the produce of her 
own Colonies. I might maintain that in addition to theſe 
foreign Auriliaries we may boaſt of many ſecurities to liberty, 
natives of our own ſoil—the Octennial Bill—the repeal of 
the Penal Laws—the Emancipation of our Legiſlature—the 
reſtoration of the final judicature the Iriſh Libel Bill, and 
the late act againſt exceſſive bail; and I might prove, that for 
forty years paft, few have clapied without ſome ſignal con- 
firmation of freedom. But for the inſtances, I mult refer to 
the ſubſequent numbers, and the recollection of thoſe who 
have inquired into the Hiſtory of their Country. 
might appeal to the perſonal recollection of every man who 
has paid any attention to what has paſſed before his eyes 
fince 1778.—But men are ſo much eugroſſed by the tranſ- 
actions of tl.e day, that few of them are able and fewer 
willing, to aſcend an eminence and take a comprehenſive 
view of even ſo ſhort a ſpace. If, however, any man were 
to extricate himſelf from the buſtle and prejudice of local 
and temporary politics, and calmly ſurvey that portion of 
time in which he has been an oberver- of mankind, he would 
readily perceive, that this country has improved both in 


proſperity and liberty. With regard to proſperity, ſome 
conſider it as a prelumptive proof of good Government; 


while others contend, that we are proſperous in ſpite of a 
wretched Conſtitution and contemptible Governors. With- 
out dwelling on this point which does not admit of demon- 
Nration, and on which every man will therefore think as he 
likes! ſhall confine myſelf to liberty; ſor here 1 am in 
po danger of contradiction, the ſacts being numerous 
| ſtrikiug and notorious. | 
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were me effect of popular prejudice, and were carried in op- 
tion to the court. We may rank them among the proofs 
of the fallibility, and of the freedom, of the people. It is 
ſcarcely neceſſary to take notice of thoſe well known and 
glorious efforts of popular prerogative connected with the 
* Revolution—caſhiering and electing their governors, and 
beſtowing the crown in ſucceſſion. . Among the more recent 
improvements of the eighteenth century, it is ſufficient to 
mention the abolition of feudal juriſdiction, (1745) which 
extinguiſhed the laſt remains of hereditary ariſtocratical ty- 
ranny; the independence of the Judges eſtabliſhed by Wil- 
tiam III. (13th chap. 2.) and enlarged by his preſent Majeſty, 
(1ft Geo. III. 23)—the abolition of general warrants; and the 
place and penſion bill. As a further inſtance of the progreſs 
of the . conſtitution and of our inattention to that progreſs, 
I remind the reader of an act which, though not a year 
old, he has probably forgotten l mean that law, which aſ- 
certained- and eſtabliſhed two conſtitutional points of the 
greateſt importance, the right of Jnries and the freedom of 
the Preſs. The privilege of Jurors to judge of law as well 
as fact, in caſe of libels, and conſequently the freedom of 
the Preſs, are two points that are now become articles of our 
conſlitution, and exempliſy the manner in which it improves 
by the perſeverance of the people, without revolution, or 
tumult ; not in conſequence of a ſudden and inconfiderate 
burſt of enthuſiaſm, but aſter a deliberate diſcuſſion of the 
jubjet by the people and parliament. That the right of 
a Jury to give a verdict upon the whole matter in ifſue 
was not eſtabliſhed before that act, appears from the neceſ- 
fity of the act itfelf: and that the freedom of the preſs was 
not expreſsly aſcertained by the conſtitution, is evident from 
this, that fome years ago, no printer dared to report to 
the people the debates of their ee unleſs under 
 KRtitious names. | 


In extending this obſervation to Ireland, I might aſſert, 
that as privileges were gained by the Engliſh, they were gra- 
dually extended, to that part of this kingdom which was 
fubject to the King. Thus Henry II. granted to his Iriſh 
ſubjects Magna Charta, Charta de Foreſtis, the Modus te · 


vendi Parliaments, and the common law of England. Thus 
in the earlieſt times we obtained the appointment of Magiſ- 


trates, and Judges of Aſſize. Thus were thoſe ancient and 


ſalutary laws enacted which ſecured the people againſt 
military and Ariſtocratical tyranny, and more recently the 
Habeas Corpus Act, and the independence of the Judges; 

and thus was the ferdom of trade firſt conferred, and by the 
liberal explanation of the Navigation Act in the laſt Seſſion 
of the Britiſh Parliament further extended, by permitting 
us to ſupply wo markets of Britain with the produce of her 
own Colonies. I might maintain that in addition to theſe 
foreign Auriliaries we may boaſt of many ſecurities to liberty, 
natives of our own ſoil—the Octennial Bill=the repeal of 
the Penal Laws—the Emancipation of our Legiſlature—the 
reſtoration of the final judicature—the Iriſh Libel Bill, and 
the late act againſt exceſſive bail; and I might prove, that for 
forty years paft, few have clapſed without ſome ſignal con- 
firmation of freedom. But for the inſtances, I muſt refer to 
the ſubſequent numbers, and the recollection of thoſe who 
have inquired into the Hiſtory of their Country. 


might appeal to the perſonal recollection of every man who 


has paid any attention to what has paſſed before his eyes 
fince 11778,—But men are ſo much engroſſed by the tranſ- 
actions of tl.e day, that few of them are able and fewer 
willing, to aſcend an eminence and take a comprehenſive 
view of even ſo ſhort a ſpace. If, however, any man were 
to extricate himſelf from the buſtle and prejudice of local 
and temporary politics, and calmly ſurvey that portion of 
time in which he has been an oberver-of mankind, he would 
readily perceive, that this country has improved both in 


proſperity and liberty. With regard to proſperity, ſome 
conſider it as a preſumptive proof of good Government; 


while others contend, that we are proſperous in ſpite of a 
wretched Conſtitution and contemptible Governors. With- 
out dwelling on this point which does not admit of demon- 
ſtration, and on which every man will therefore think as he 
likes ſhall confine myſelf to liberty; ſor here I am in 


no danger of contradiction, the ſacts being numerous, 


ſtrikiug and notorious. ky 
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: Non do 1 hold ont this country as an exception to a 
general ſtate of Tux worLD, as if liberty were flouriſhing 
here, while ſhe was expiring in every other part of Europe. 
Were I to do ſo, I might juſtly be ſuſpected of partiality. 
.1 confider Ireland as only one inſtance of an undeniable 
ſact— that the human race, conſidered as one great commu. 
nity, is progreſſive in knowledge, liberality, proſperity and 
liberty. Nay, I do not hefitate'to fay, that they have made 
greater advances in theſe important intereſts within the laſt 
. thirty years, than in any former period of equal length. 

If therefore, my contending that Ireland was an exception to 
the general condition of mankind would have been a pre- 
ſumption of partiality, may I not ſuſpect him of ſome un- 
due bias, who maintains that its condition is an exception 
to the general improvement of the world ? 


Bor many who will readily admit that the condition of 
their country has been meliorated in every other period of 
Its Hiſtory, will except the preſent era; and few of our more 
active patriots can patiently hear it afferted. that at this 
'day the kingdom is making advances in liberty, Yet even 
this I think probable from reaſon, and certain from fact. 
I will even reſtrict my aſſertion to that point of time in 
which liberty bas received the ſevereſt wounds, and main- 
tain, that on ſtriking the balance of the laſt Seſſion, the re- 
ſult will be found favourable to freedom. From the con- 
cluding numbers, every man will be zble to judge for him- 
ſelf. Without anticipating what will there be ſtated, I 
thall only ſubmit ſome obſervations, which I wiſh him to 
keep in mind, 


The firſt is, that if the Conſtitution has received damage 
it is to be aſeribed rather to the folly and precipitation of 
an infatuated faction, than to the power of Adminiſtration, 
however well inclined to encroach upon it. While it was 
vilifying by faction, and undermining by men in power. the 
enlightened friends of their country Jamented in hlence 
and inaction, their follics and their crimes. | 


Dun it Were connected with the ſecond truth, that | 
even the moſt cenſurable acts of the laſt ſcflion were paſich 


(97) | 


Vith the approbation or acquieſcence of che moſt 38 
friends of the people in Parliament; of a great majority of 
men of property, education, and abilities, out of doors; 
and even of a large proportion of the ſubjects in inferior 
ranks. Much as theſe acts are condemned now, not a ſingle 
petition appeared againſt them at the time. Whether this 
conſent was obtained by the artifice of the caſtle in deluding 
the nation, or by the deſperate folly of a party who terri- 
| fied their countrymen, it is plain that what was effected 
with the concurrence. of ſo great a portion of the commu- 
nity cannot be ſtrong evidence of the decay of the Conſti- 
tution. I rather conclude, that every thing we gained 1s 
to be attributed to the influence of the people and the 


vigour of that Conſtitution ; while every thing we have loſt 
was given up in a panic, in order to ſecure the peaceable en- 


joyment of the remainder. - At leaſt this ſeemed to be the 
general impreſſion, If the people were deceived, there is no 
form of government under which they are leſs expoſed to de- 
ception ; and whether deceived or not, the general conſent 


of the wealth, information, and talents of the country, would 
even under a well ordered government be taken for the 


ſenſe of the people. The Gun-powder and Convention Bills, 


the augmentation of the army, and the extenſion of the | 


Privileges of the Lords, were like the appointment of a Dic- 


fator. But it ſhould be remembered, that the power of the - 


Roman Dictator continued but ſix months, and that” it was 
generally reſigned before that period. If Government have 
not moderation to give up the dictatorial authority with 
which they are inveſted as ſoon as the danger is paſt, I have 
no doubt, that their lictors will be diſmiſſed, and their ſaſ- 
ces broken, by the conſtitutional efforts of the nation. 


In the third place, as we uniformly find both from hif- 
tory and the experience of our own times, that every good 
and neceſſary plan, when long perfiſted in by the people, has 
been carried; ſo every unconſtitutional innovation has either 


become obſolete or been expreſsly.aboliſhed : and while the 


Place and Penfion Acts, the reduction and limitation of the 


penſion Liſt, and the act declaratory of the Rights of Juries, 


will be cucolled among our indeſcaſible privileges, the ob- 
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„ of chat ſellion wilt be dafſed with the | 
ancient claims of Britain to make laws and admiaiſter juſtice | 
for Ireland. Through the vigilance of the people, thoſe 
acts which are not ſanctioned by the conſtitution, may be 
removed in time; while the abrogation of the good ones 
which accompanied them as palliatives, can with an ill grace 
vs repealed by the moſt abandoned government. | 


LAsxTr, waving theſe confiderations, I might put the 
queſtion upon the ſimple iſſue of a fair balance ſtruck be- 
tween the meaſures even of that unpopular ſeſſion. I mighe 
ſtate the acts firft enumerated—againſt the Secret Commit- 
2 the n AR, and the ee Act. | 
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Dans P Ariſtoeratie, la Souveraine Puiſſance eſt entre les 
mains d'un certain nombre de perſonnes. Ce ſont elles qui 
font les Loix & qui les ſont executer, & le reſte du peuple 
n'eſt tout au- plus a leur ẽgard, que comme dans une Mo- 


narchie les ai ſont a l'ẽgard du n ue. | 
Leſprit des Loix. 


« In an e the Supreme Power i is in the hands 6f a 
„ certain number of individuals, who make and execute 


n their laws, The reſt of the people are their ſubjects.” 


Tur ariſtocratical governments of ſome continental Re- 
publics, are juſtly reprobated. The privileges of the No- 
bles in France were ſo highly oppreſſive, as in a great 
meaſure to cauſe and juſtify the Revolution. In the courſe 
of the ſtruggle, the term Ariſtocrate“ has been applied 
to every friend of order and ſubordination, who has oppoſed 
the anarchical cxtravagancies of the moſt contemptible de- 


W 
mokgogaed/t end unhappily this ſtyle of ſpeaking has been 


introduced into this country to corrupt both our language and | 


our principles. Every man that differs from certain popular 
writers, is denominated an ariſtocrate ; and 1 have no doubt, 
that ſome expreſſions in the preceding eſſay will procure me 
the honour of the ſame appellation. In vindication there- 
fore of the conſtitution and myſelf, I deny that there is any 
eſtabliſhment in this country which deſerves the title of ariſto- 


cracy, in an invidious ſenſe. - A government entirely exer - 


eiſed by Nables, is juſtly reprobated as the worſt of all 
tyrannies; and even where the adminiſtration of a; kingly 
government is excluſively conducted by them, they add to 
the oppreflive nature of abſolute power, and defeat the in: 
tentions of a limited monarchy : nay if they form a caſt, ſo 
that their cabals cannot be diſconcerted, -or their pride 
checked by the admiſſion of commoners into their number, 
I freely confeſs, that fuch an order is a diſeaſed and deformed 
member of the political body. But ſuch an order does not 
exiſt in Great Britain or Ireland. The Lords are neither the 
rulers nor miniſters of the country : they can neither make 
nor execute laws of themſelves : their families and relations 


are commoners : and they are continually obliged to receive | 


wy even of mean origin, but ſplendid ip: on wean 
ledge, or merit, into their houſe, | 


Tan a view of the actual aiftribation, of power in theſe ; 


countries. In England the moſt efficient offices of the ſtate 
are neceſſarily held by members of the Houſe of Commons: 
the higheſt poſts in the law are always held by commoners 


or newly created peers : and the dignities of the 'church 
are generally in the hands of men of low birth; their 


honours dying with them, whatever Attachment they 
feel to the crown, they are flenderly connected with the 
coronet. The great officers in the army and navy are, with 
few exceptions, of the ſame deſcription. But the moſt 
ſtriking proof of this point is a fat which is within the 
knowledge of all my readers. Caſt your eye over the diſtri- 
bution of power in this kingdom. It is entirely in the hands 
of men of humble origin; excepting the viceroy. Who are 
the men that adminiſter the affairs of my n ? Are 


0 obo. * 
ie Lord High Charcelior; the Lond Primate, and the Abel 


8 men of noble birth? No. Vet theſe men take pre- 
edence of all the nobility. The Secretary of State, the 


* 


„ 


or of the Exchequer, the Attorney and Solicitor- 
— in ſhort all the men who tranſact the buſineſs of 
government in the Houſe of Commons, are neceſſarily com- 


moners. If any of the judges are ennobled; it is only in 


conſequence of their promotion, that they may aſſiſt in the 
deliberations of the ſupreme court of judicature. Who are 
the men; that are rapidly advancing to theſe ſituations 


Many of. them perſons of no patrimony or pedigree; - There 
is aof commoners in this kingdom which echipſes the 


; 4 _  » majority of the lords, as much in wealth and influence, as in 
F | princely munificence. T ſpeak it to their praiſe when I ſay, 


ſonages above mentioned are novi bomines, men that in the 
13 | beſt: days of, the Roman Republic wauld not have been 
1 ſuffered to aſpire. to the loweſt offices of the ate, or to/a 


both countries, is always wielded and ſometimes controlled 


The adminiſtration of eee, winkin his graſp.” 


. ment, in which private gentlemen like C. J. Fox, the preſent 


that this reverſe of condition proceeds ſrom the de ſpotiſm 
1 of the Monarch; fince in the courſe of my life, every change 
it 225 in the King's cages has been dictated by the e ofteu 
—_ iu oppoſition to the wiſhes of his Majeſty, 


4 1 There are ſome people, though it- is to be hoped, few in 
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by men on a level as to title or privilege, with the meaneſt of 
the people. There is no obſtacle to any man of Ons. ü 


miniſter, and his illuſtrious ſather, direct the whole machine 
of the ſtate, and influence or even dictate the politics of 
Europe and in which I fee Dukes, Marquiſſes and Earls, 
performin menial offices about the perſon, houſhold, on. © 
ſtable of the King. Nor can I, on the other hand, ſuſpect 


this country, that conſider rhe rich as an ariſtocracy; that 


—_— 


that they are men of law origin, of no pedigree ' inr*1his 
country, and even now engaged in commercial buſineſs. 1 
ſpeak it to the praiſe of the conſtitution, When 1 add, that 
were it not invidious, I could ſhew that all the exalted per- 


_  - ſeat in the ſenate, . The Whole power of the monarch, in 


- lean never . i to call. that- an ariſtocratical govern- | 


— 


hold zn fulpicion pe PEE 1 


that thiak every independent man an enemy of liberty; _ # 


every opulent man 2 tyrant; and who by branding all 


Find of ſubordination with the name of fla very, all inſlu- 


ence with that of tyranny, would treat men of property and 
authority. as Tarquin treated the poppies in his garden. 
But the reſult of ſuch crude extravagancies will always be 


the effect which that tyrant thus depictured. When a ſtate 


© abounds with perſons of influence and wealth, it will not be 
eaſy even ſor a King to uſurp abſolute power. When all 
are equal, the firſt. man or party | that can riſe above the 
"level b wealth, or _cloquence, or courage, or cunning, or 
any other means, becomes the lord of all. | 


ä 2" 


WITH theſe atrocious follics I muſt be excuſed from ar- 
guing. 1 - 


War 1 thus deny the exiſtence of any privileged order, 
which deſerves the name of az1sTOcRACY in the invidious 
ſenſe of that word, 1am ſar from wiſhing to defend our nu- 
merous corrupt and depopulated boroughs, or that unconſti- 
tutional influence, which men of property often exert at 


elections. Theſe- have already been the ſubject of pointed | 
reprobation in former numbers of this publication. But 


theſe are only defects in the demoeratieal part of the con- 
ſtitution; for this influence is neither confined to the nobles, 
nor i is it neceſſarily hereditary. It may be poſſeſſed by any 
man who can acquire property, and is ſubject to fluctua- 
tion and transfer; being at one time connected with a title of 
nobility ; preſently, attached to the landed eſtate of a com- 
moner; and ſoon after in tlie hands of an opulent merchant. 


| Maur ſchemes have been deviſed ſor correcting the in- 
equality and the Influence of property: but all that I have 


ſcen are pregnaut with greater evils than they pretend te 
extirpate, and threaten to rob men of dearer privileges than 
they affect to ſecure, To thoſe who adopt theſe notions, eve- 
ry ſuperior is an ariſtocrate, and .men can never be free, 
while. they have any FRO remaining; for an inequality 
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— ſub; till men ſhall be deprived 
of the privileges which they hold moſt dear, ſuch as diſpo- 
ſing of their fortunes and governing their families A late 
paradoxical and viſionary tract on political juſtice (Godwin's 
Political Juſtice, Vol. ii. p. 381-384. Dublin Edition.) has 
carried the notions which have been controverted in theſe 
papers, to ſuch a ludicrous exceſs, that one might well ſuſpect 


it to be a piece of refined ſatire, conducted with the graveſt 


irony. The author having laid it down as a maxim, that 
men have no rights, proceeds to recommend a ſtate of ſociety, 
if it can be ſo called, in which they will be fubje& to no 
government. This he calls a ſyſtem of © individuality.” Leſt 
any two perſons ſhould unite, he aboliſhes marriage, and 


eſtabliſhes in its room a promiſcuous intercourſe of the ſexes ; 


and leſt this ſhould produce too powerful an effect, he ſpeaks 
of a ſubſequent period at which ALL intercourſe between them 
is to be renounced ; and men are by virtue of his plan to be- 
eome IMMORTAL. upon earth, (Godwin, Vol. ii. P- 393-)—But 
what connects theſe remarks with our preſent ſubject is his 
whimfical idea of ariſtocracy. For any man to have a wife, 
he pronounces to be a violation of equality; to with to 
know his own children is an unpardonable inſtance of family 
pride; and it would he quite inconfiſtent with the fyſtem of 
* individuality' to aſſume that infolent and eppreſſive mark 
of diſtinction, a ſurname. By reprobating every form of 
government that has ever been attempted or deviſed, and 
holding out this as the only alternative, he contrives to leave 
His readers in very good humour with their preſent lot, and 


. Wan to exclaim 


—— Rather bear thoſe ills we hav; 
© Than fly to others that we know not of. 


SHALL we then, with the preſumption of a modern the- 
oriſt, conſider our conſtitution as perfect; or like a ſatellite 


of deſpotiſm, maintain that this is a time at which reforma- 


tion ſhould be poſtponed? A patriot of the old ſtamp will 
rather ſay—the conſtitution has received improvement in 
every ſituation of affairs, in peace and in war, by its 2ative 
vigour, and by the exertions of the people. It is always 
progreſſive, or retrograde; never at reſt ; ſeeming to decline 


* 253 ) 
for a time, but eften, like Anteus, deriving ſtrength from 


its falls; and, like the Hydra, life from its wdunds.. Let the 


people, retain their jealouſy and their conſtancy ; their jea- 
Jouſy will protect it from violation, their conſtaney will 
guard them againſt the meretricious arts of a more youthful 
miſtreſs; but let them not be deluded by pretences, that 
ANY TAME, is unfit for a reform upon conſtitutional principles. 


Noris has been farther from my intention in the courſe 
of theſe papers, than to preſent a picture of our government 
under falſe or flattering colours. To give a juſt one, and to 
vindicate the many excellent qualities of the original, was 
my ſirigle aim. Whether it deſerves the character I have 
drawn, may be tried by the following axiom—that THERE 1s 
NOT A REAL GRIEVANCE Ar WHICH THE PEOPLE COMPLAIN 
WHICH THAT VERY CONSTITUTION, IF IN FULL OPERATION, 
woULD NOT REMOVEZ. To eſtabliſh this poſition, there is 
little more to be done than refer to the ſeventh number 
of theſe THouGaTs, where ſome of its fundamental princi- 
ples are enumerated, and their legal foundations pointed 
out. By that touchſtone let the moſt obnoxious acts of any 


ſeſſion be tried, and if their principles be not there diſclaim- 
ed, every portion of my defence may fall to the ground. 


ls it our complaint, that juries may be unfairly impannel- 


led ?—By ancient uſage the ſheriffs were elective, 


Do ſpecial juries intrench upon the liberty of the Cage ? 


—They are novelties of a modern date. 


Can the ſubject be fined or impriſoned to any amount and 


for an indefinite term, without trial by his peets, without 
being confronted with — accuſer ene charta expreſoly 
oppoſes it. 


A moment's recollection will convince us that every un- 
conſtitutional point which is brought to this teſt; witl mect 
the. fate of thoſe adduced. If then the exixcieues of Britiſh 
freedom come from this ordeal with untainted honor, and 
every deviation in PRACTICE-can be traced back to the peo- 


ple who have ſuffered it——who is to blame—the conſtitution, 
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among the people. 
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or themſelves? If ever there was a form of povernment caleu- 


lated to adminiſter itſelf for ages, and to preſerve an undimi- 
niſhed Juſtre without the intervention and jealous care of 
the collective body, let the Britiſh one ſtand accountable 
for every blemiſh. But if none ſuch ever did exiſt, our 
ſyſtem of civil poliey is as little chargeable with its preſent 
abuſes, as any other of which cither the antient or modern 


world furniſhes examples. - 


Tae conſtitution is a goodly fabric, the ſoundations of 
which are ſtill ſolid and entire. Some of its buttrefles have 
been ſuffered through the negligence of the owners, to fall 
into decay. Theſe have only ro be repaired, that it may 
anſwer every purpoſe of its erection. If I am aſked, how 
is this to be effected by union, and a determined ſpirit 


: oo 
Wert we not divided among 3 and too apt to wan- 


der from the object, a reform might experience a temporary 


reſiſtance, but the ſtruggle would peaceably terminate in ſue- 
ceſs. However problematical it may appear, a deranged 
. would have greater difficulties to encounter, in a 


fation to its primitive principles, than that form of go- 


vernment which is admired in proportion as it is minutely 
"examined, and is moſt cenſured where leaſt underſtood, 


NoTurixs in this world is ſtationary, but all ſubje& to 
change. Thoſe inſtitutions, therefore, which make allow- 
ance for the progreſſive declenſion of ſtates from the high- 
eſt eminence of virtue, are beſt calculated for imperfect 
beings. An author who has been a ftandard with former 
generations, and whoſe works will ſurvive the wrecks of mo- 


dern politics, informs us in the motto of the ſecond number 


that — 


«To ies great political good, leſs virtue is required i in 
A MONARCur, than in any other form of Government, 


MoxTESQuieu, ' 


w 


as) 


_ THOUGHTS . 45885 
ON n. BRITISH CONSTITUTION: | 


* 
* 


. = XIX. 


SE | | NOVEMBER 7. : 


..» IT will be found, if 1 miſtake not, a true obſervation in 


* Politics, that the two extremes in Government, /iberty 
and flavery, commonly approach ncareſt to each other; 
and that, as you depart ſrom the extremes, and mix 
« a little of monarchy with liberty, the Government be- 


comes always the more free.” . 
b b HUME, 


| Taz following i is offered as a brief and imperſeck ſketch of "= 


ſome of the moſt remarkable Ru in the — of the 
Conſtitution of Licland. 5 


1 —— —ꝛeü—ñ 


ANNo I494. From the. roth of Henry VII. a parliament 
could not be ſummoned im Ireland, till the articles propoſed 
to be paſſed in it were previouſly certiſied to the King, and 
aſter his Majeſty in his Engliſh Council had conſidered and 
epproved, or altered ſaid act intended to be paſſed, then and 
not ſooner could a parliament be holden; but no other acts 
than thoſe ſo certified could be introduced. 


[From the 3d and 4th of William and Mary, it was allowed 


that new caufes might be certified, . the ſeſſion had actu- 


ally commenced J 


From the evading of Poyning' 0 tw; Toth Henry vn. all 
ſtatutes that had paſſed in England were to be of force in 


" Ireland, and ſubſcquent ones, in which Ireland was included, 


were conegred 4 as in ſorce there. 
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Tais was neceſſarily extended in 1785 (by Mr. . 3 
bill) to ſubſequent acts; for the quiet and ent of * 7 
2 ſeſſions held in Ireland, under no other titles] 


4 


= is Ir was the uſage of parliament until of very Wes years, - 

np that Iriſh laws were brought in as beads of bills, and preſented 
to the Lord Lieutenant for the time being, who might, or 
might not, as he and the council thought proper, tranſmit 
nou for the King's conſideration, 


Or emirſe between the privy councils of the tuo kingdoms, 
parliament was rendered a. Os and their deliberations 
a name. | | 

Anno 1698: 8 Molyneus' s caſe of Ireland PER velind 
by acts of parliament in England,” was burned by the hands 
of the common hangman of London, after the” houſe of 
commons of Great Britain had voted that unanſwerable book, 
(the principles of which are now-the law of our land) to be 
« of dangerous conſequence to the crown and people of Ire- 
land, and addreſſed the King on its pernicious tenden- 
ties. ws . 1 © TL, 


Taz King could aſſure his Commons in one of rhe coun- 
tries which he governed (England), that his Majeſty would 
do all that in him lay to diſcourage the woo/len trade in his 
other kingdom (Ireland). A compromiſe, however, was 
graciouſly made that the linen trade ſhould be left entirely to 
us. And ſuch was the baneful influence of a Britiſh court at 
that day, that while an Iriſh parliament paſſed an act laying 
heavy duties on the exports of woollens of its own country _ 
to England, the Engliſh parliament in the ſucceeding year 
even prohibited Iriſh export 10 other countries; ſo that be- 
tween the parliament of the one country and the other, the 
manufacture bade fair for total annihilation. | 


Anno 1719. In an appeal from the Iriſh court of exche- 
quer to the Iriſh Lords, the decree of exchequer was reverſed. 
The perſon whoſe property was affected by the reverſal, 
made an appeal from his own country to the Britifh Lords, 
who acting on the principle that an iſ Houſe of Lords 


(7 , 
poſſeſed . na judicial powers, confirmed the fiſh 8 in 
oppoſition to the reverſal by the Iriſh Lords; and the Barons 
of the exchequer of Ireland were actually obliged to reſtore 


poſſeſſion of the eſtates in 1 n ee to the En · 
| glich reverlal. * 


af 


Om the other hand, the lady W was be by the rever: 
ſal of the Iriſh Lords decree, petitioned their bouſe ; in con» 
ſequence of which the Barons of the Iriſh exehequer were 
taken into cuſtody for acting under an order of the Britiſh 
Houſe; and a repreſentation of the caſe was forthwith tranſ- 
minted to the King, This repreſentation being laid by him 
before his Britiſh Lords, they beſceched his Majeſty to con- 
fer ſome act of Royal favour on the Barons. of the Iriſh ex- 
chequer ſor their conduct on the occaſion, and framed a bill 
which paſſed into a law, denying all right in the Lords of Ire», 

Jand to exerciſe any judicial power, to judge of, affirm, or 
reverſe, any judgment, or decree, given even in any of the 
courts of their own country; aſſuming that, as an excluſive 
privilege of their own, which was denicd to our — in 
affairs merely affecting ourſelves, | 


. Anno 1720. 6 Geo. I. The right ol Great Britain to 
bind Ireland by acts ef her legiſlature, having been called in 
 queſtion,—the Britiſh Parliament paſſed an act declaratory 
of what was the law of England on that point, viz. That 
* the kingdom of Ireland ought to he ſubordinate to and de pen- 
* dant upon the imperial crown of Great Britain, as being 
« inſeparably annexed and united thereto; and that the 
« King's Majeſty, with the conſent of the Lords and Com- 
mons of Great Britain in parliament aſſembled, hath 
*#; power to make laws for Ireland.“ 


ao this time Roman Catholics could hold leaſes only for 
31 years; our trade was intalerably ſhackled ; and our Par- 
liaments were unlimited in their duration, unlefs the King 


pleaſed to diflolve them, or they ſuffered diflolution by his 
death, 


IT is now time to look at the nw of the picture, which 
will convince any man that every thing may be obtained by 


23 


7 


) & n 1 
poiſeverance; as the. difficulties. white re had "UM 


on wich, Tank under their l wenne endeavours. 


Anne 1523. Woods half | pence... Dean Swift, ſeized that” 
- occalien ſlyly to raiſe a ſpirit of enquiry into the rights, 
of Ireland as an independent kingdom. The Engliſh govern- : 
ment taking advantage of a ſcarcity of copper coin in this 
country, granted a patent to Mr. Woods for fourteen years, 
to be an excluſive coiner of half pence and farthings for Ireland, 
to the amount of 108,000l. His coin was baſe, and the 4 
whole a groſs impoſition ; but the ſpirit of the country under 
Fs great leader prevailed. One of the firſt acts of Lord 
Carteret, as Lord Lieutenant, was a proclamation offering 
300l. reward for diſcovering the author of the Draper's fourth 
Letter, in which Iriſh rights were r 9h by the Dean, 


under that fititious title. 


Ax xo 1753.—Previous a A 3 with - 
crown, whether a ſurplus of revenue then remainiug in the 
Iriſh treaſury, after all the public burthens had been diſ. 
charged, was at the diſpoſal of parliament for public purpo- 
ſes; or at the will of the crown, to be taken out of the treaſu- 
ry by a King's letter. The queſtion at.firſt was, whether 
royal conſent was neceffary, before parliament could apply 
this unappropriated ſum toward the diſcharge of the national 
debt. Parliament denied that it was: but his Majeſty, after 
a confiderable time, ſettled the point, by taking it out of 
the treaſury by his own letter. The crown triumphed; but 
the people were taught to think ; to enquire-into their rights ; 4 
and to combine their force dy means of Dems clubs, in 
order to aſſert and recover them. | 


- Even ſubſequent to this period, ſuch a veil was a 
between the collective body and their repreſentatives, that 
the prREss, now a dreaded engine of popular power, dare not 
publiſh debates without exhibiting the ſpeakers, whether 
. rourtiers or patriots, under fiftitious names ;—ranſacking the 
annals of Greece ahd Rome for names to cover thoſe really 


intended. 


em) 10 
EEG b rural vangeers been in practice 
even from the Revolution, without Rm ever been called in 
queſtion; till the committal of John Wilkes to the Tower, as 


the author of Number forty-five « of the North Briton, brought 


the legality of them into queſtion, and ended intheir virtual 
abolition in England, and of courſe in Ireland, to the great 
improvement of the conſtitution. - Of this, a flight enquiry | 
into their nature will afford ſufficient proof. Theſe war- 
rants had been iſſued by Secretaries of State; and they were 
termed general, becanſe it was not neceſſary that they ſhould. 
even contain the names of the particular perſons charged 
_ with the offence. They went to authorize any num- 
ber of men, however mean and contemptible, to appre- 
hend and ſeize the reputed authors, printers, and publiſhers 
of any writing which Secretaries of State choſe to deem ſedi- 
tious. The moſt innocent man might be dragged from his 
bed, and hurried to a priſon ; his papers rummaged, and 
thoſe of the utmoſt. value to himſelf or his family, though 
the public were no way concerned in them, might be con- 
_ cealed, or deſlroyed; and ſecrets of the utmoſt delicacy and 
of the moſt private nature; revealed. 'Thus a highly dan- 
gerous diſcretionary power was exerciſed over the liberty of 
the ſubject, not by magiltrates only, but by the moſt proſſi- 
gate of mankind, the inferior. officers of juſtice; and all 
this in the mere caſe of a fuppyſed libel, before proof was 
brought to a jury that it was any libel, or that the accuſed 
was author, printer, or publiſher of the paper in queſtion. 
How this power might have been and was abuſed, by an 
improper miniſter, and how mdefenfible it was on every prin» 
ciple of the conſtitution, it is unneceſſary to point out. 


; Anno 1763. A bill was carried for limiting the duration 


of wiſh. parliaments to ſeven Years, as in England; it was 


returned, altered to erght years in the Britiſh Privy Council; 
and ſo altered, it paſſed and continues in force. | 


Anno 1778. The encreaſed ſpirit of the nation nb 
the Volunteer Aﬀociation, the admirable. effects Is which 
mced not'here be enumerated. | 
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Roman e In \ Treland' were a by aw to 
take leaſes. for any term of years not exceeding 999, or for 
any term determinable on any number of lives not exceeding 
five; in place of thirty-one years, which was the 8 term 
they could enjoy before that time. | 5 


Anno 1779. The encreaſed :ufiuchce of: the people on 4 ; 
conduct of parliament, produced a ſix-monihs money hill, ab 
means of extorting a free trade ſrom Great Britain. In the 
December of that year, the Miniſter carried a repeal of the, 
 Dritiſh law which had prohibited the exportation of Iriſh ma- 

nufactures made of, or mixed with wool, from any part of. 
Ireland; alſo the repeal of a law prohibiting the exportation 
of glaſs into Ireland that was not of Britiſh manufacture, 
and . the N of it from 'this "Ray to 
others. 8 | $50] | 


InzLanDd was at the nabe ALY permitted to "export and 
import commodities to and from the Britiſh Colonies in Ames» 
rica, and the Weſt Indics, and a Britiſh ARES on the 
coaſt of Africa. | 5 i 
 AnNo 1780. Mr. Grattan in the Iriſh Houſe of Commons 
moved, that no power on earth, ſave the King, Lords and 
« Commons of Ireland, have a 13 725 to en 1 to bind 
« this country.” — Motion boft ; | 


F-. 


PALM having paſſed a limited mutiny bill, for le- 
galizing the -exiſtence of an army from ſeiſion to ſeſſion, it 
was returned from England with an nnn 8 


tion renderi ing it per petual. 


A modifcution of Poyning's law was rejected, - and: a bi 
for eſtabliſhing the- Ne of the Judges met he 4 lame 
fate. N 


Anno oth; Tur ſame falutary bills were again ought 
| forward, and treated with ſimilar contempt. 


| ' Notwithſtanding this, in the very year following, 


Anno 1782. Tus declaratory, law of England, 6 Hoo: I. 
. a 129251 to legiſlate for this country, which 


to, . 


| had. long and. deferegdly been ſo obnoxious to us; was | 
2 repealed by the Britiſh parliament. And now 'the influetce, 
of the people of Ireland out of parliament was Rrongly 
marked; for, after the whole point of legiſlation. ſermed to 
ee baraces the two countriet, reſpecting the dere- 


: lon of the Britiſh claim to make laws for Ireland, and of. . | 


her Lords to act as- a court of dernier appeal, new diſeon- 
tents aroſe: among us, to which England had to ſubmit by a. 
Jaw of the 26th of his. preſent Majeſty, expreſsly renouncing 
rhe pretended right, in the following terms. The ſaick 
righi claimed by the people of Ireland, to be bound only by 
laws enacted by his Majeſty. and the parliameat of that 
kingdom, in all Caſes whatfoever, and to have all actious and 
ſuits at law or in equity, which may be inſtituted in that 
kingdom, decided in his Majeſty's courts therein, finally aud 
without appeal from thence, ſhall be and it is hereby declared 
to be eſtabliſhed and aſcertained for ever, and ſhall at no- 
w time hereafter be queſtioned or queſtionable.— 


ALL the injurious reftridions of ine law of Povntax's, 
that had for two hundred and cignty- eight years ſapped the 
vital principle. of 1 0 ena of a tree a were done- 
a 1 | 


ey Mutiny Bill for legaliaing the exiſtence of the army, li— 

miting its duration to two years, and ſubjecting it to the- 
_eontroul of our ewn parliament inſtead of the Britiſh one, 
was carried into a law. On a former occaſion when aw. 
Iriſh act had paſſed, taking ſome triſſing cognizance of the 
army on our eſtabliſhment, the late Lord Chatham taxed the- 
Engliſh: Miniſter: with having thus © ſuffered: the ſtrongeſt 
quill to be plucked from the eagle s wing.” 


1 Habeas Horpus law was . alſo palſed, which Ireland never 
before enjoyed, though een had. 


Roman. Catholics were enahled to purchaſe or poſſeſs. 
lands by grant, limitation, deſcent or deviſe ; to diſpoſe of 
them by will deſceudable according to the courſe of common, 
; 1 de viſable aud trans ſerable as the lauds of Nroteſtants. 


** 


(DE 


SrvERAL penal acts were repenled, viz. thoſe in the 
hearing and celebrating of maſs; againſt a Roman Catholie 
having a horſe of or above the value of five pounds; as well 
as thoſe which empowered grand juries to levy from them! 

the amount of any loſſes ſuſtained by privateers, required ; 
them to provide watchmen, and totally excluded them as 
inhabitants of the city of Limerick or its ſuburbs. The. 

were no longer probibited from keeping ſchools publicly, or 


teaching erſons of their own profeſſion privately ; and the 
guardianſhip of their children was reſtored to the Parents. 


By ancient uſage the judges held their offices during as 
King's pleaſure, and loſt them at his death, in order that 
his ſuccefſor might have the nomination of his own judges. 

The bad effects of this corrupt connexion between the 
cron and the beach were often written in letters of blood. 
By an Enghſh ſtatute of William III. their commiſſions were 
made to continue during their own good behaviour, inſtead of 
the King's pleaſure, and their ſalaries fixcd ; at the ſame time 
that they were removable by the King on the joint addreſs 
of both houfes of parliament. 


© H1s preſent Majeſty, among other falutary improvements, | 
opened his reign with recommending that it ſhould be enacted + 
(which it accordingly was) that even the demiſe of the King 
ſhould not put an end to the commiſſion of the Judges; but 
that they ſhould continue without intermiffion as if no ſucty 
event had taken place, and continue to have the ſalaries a- 
lowed them by law. This excellent improvement on the 
conſtitution, which was enjoyed by our fifter country from 
the acceſſion of his Majeſty George III. was not granted to 
Ireland for twenty-two years afterwards, to wit, till a few 
months after the firſt Dungannon meeting bad pointed cut, | 
in a very ſpirited reſolution, the neceſſity for the judges 

N being rendered as . in > ANY as in h 0 
* Britain. 5 


Anvo 1785. A. place and peuſicu bill, propoſe by Mr. | 
ae was rejected. ; 


( 93) 


Gra Weiten tried ket ſtrength 10 lar as nd would 


permit, in favour of a certain commercial adjuſtment with 


Ireland, in which ſome obnoxious clauſes were introduced. 
The miniſter carried it by 4 majority of nineteen in our 
Houſe of Commons (127 to 108); but was obliged to with- 
draw the bill, beeauſe the ſenſe of the people Was againſt . 


ANnNo 1788. A bill brought in to reduce the intereſt of 


money in Ireland from fix to tive per cent. as in England, it 


Paſſed the Commons, but was thrown out in the Lords. [An 


inſtance of the uſe of two deliberative houſes 4 . 
Ay NO 1789. The printer of a newſpaper i in Dublin had 


publiſhed cert in libels on ſome obſcure characters. The 
Chief Juſtice, at the inſtance and on the affidavits. of the ag- 


grieved, iſfued his rrars, to hold the printer to ſpecial bail 


in the ſum of ſeven thouſand eight hundred pounds, —T he 
action being a common one of ſlander, and the damages ac- 


cruing to the complainants uncertain, it was alleged that 
holding the printer to ſpecial bail at all, was inadmiſſible and 


only allowable in actions of ſcandalum magnatum, or *” 


flander of title. 'The printer was however thrown into 


jail, His council ſhortly after moved to diſmiſs him on com- 
mon bail, or no bail at all, which he proved to be conſiſtent _ 
with law, and conformable to the uniform practice of the 


Britiſh courts; tho' it was to be conſeſſed that there were 


many. inſtances ia Ireland in favour of the judge. Over ruled 
by the court in that point, the lawyer ſhewed from the un- 


certain nature of the injuries incurred, and the low ſituations 


of the parties aggrieved, thac the bail demanded was exceſſive, 


and ſhould be diminiſhed. The affidavit of the printer was 


likewiſe produced, Rating that © in conſequence of frequent 

« and vexatious arreſts, by flats and otherwiſe, and by libel- 
* Jous publications,” he was ſo injured in his credit as to be 
unable to find bail for more than five hundred pounds. The 


motion was reſufed, and the perſon accuſed remanded 
to Newgate. This tranſaction occafioned great agitations. 
Caſes were imagined in which a patriot might ſall under the 
diſpleaſure of a corrupt adminiſtration, and by means of an 
affidavit ſworn 2gainſt him by any unprineipled wretch, ſtat- 
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ats might iſſue at the diſcretion. of a eren be 


« gur ancient conſtitution,” 


+ 


| 0 294 * 
3 ſuch an amount as We na bel hr 2 
thrown into a jail. and there remain threr terms before he 


could enter a. nos · pros. Being at that period ; diſcharged, e | 
hae no remedy for his loſs. of liberty, but in following the 


* ..-” plaintiff. The plaintiff in a; man of ſtraw, avd bas fled. | 
This caſe brought itſelf home te the feelings of every. one, and 
we deemed ourſelves undone. Mark the confequenee. As 


the oppreffion of an individual gave birth to the #ibeas Corps 
act of 31 Carolus II. ſo the ptinter, in the eaſe now menti- 
oned, ſuffered. grievouſſy, but the very ſeverity of his caſe, 

Produced an excellent law, which paſſed. i in the 31ſt of his 
preſent Majeſty. To prevent vexatious ar reſts and proceed 
ings in actions of flander, the wal or proceſs, can no longer | 
be marked for a greater ſum than two hundred pounds, in any. 
caſe in which aua damages are not fet forth and ſworn to; 
and no defendant in ſuch action can be held to 8becial bail 
im a greater ſum than two hundred pounds, except where 
aQual damages are fet forth and fworn to by plaintiff; and 
where actual damages are ſo ſworn to, the court or judge may 
at diſcretion admit defendant to bail, i in 4 leſſer ſum. 85 the 


amount of the damages ſworn . 8 TY 


— 


| ' THOUGHTS | 
ON THE BRITISH CONS TITUTION. | 


5 Va. XX. N 

Ee NOVEMBER: 7. 11795: . 
„ Tas is a ſeafon of virtue, and public ſpirit, Let us 

take advantage of it to repeal thoſe laws which infringe our: 


« liberties, and introduce ſuch as may. 1 the vigour of 


'81R 10uN SP, AUBIN.. 

(5083 ECT OF THE LAST NUMBER RESUMED: AND: concioprs.) | 
— 

Anno 1793. The ſelſion of this year ppincd with an ad- 

miſſion of the principle, that A REFORM IN THE REPRSENT A. 

rio demanded the ferivus attention of the Legillature.. 


| the commons at arge, confented chat that grand deſidera - 
tum ſhould" be" tears in a "committee" of the whole 
houſe, on the'rath' of che following month. As it is ſeldom 
| conſidered the intereſt of aſſemblies to abridge their own 


3 power, or hold out any hope of it to the people, nothing | 
but popular influente, through whatever channeks, or upon 
"whatever paſſions it operated, could have produced this effect. 


"The twelfth of February arrived. Mr. Grattan's preparatory 
motions were loſt by the queſtion” of adjournment, and the 
fubject was not reſamed during the ſeſſion. Had the king- 


dom W 755 forward beſore that deciſion, ſucceſs ſeemed inevi- 


table; but it "remained filent, becauſe intimidated; and at 
the very moment when a reform-feemed attainable, it fell to 
the round. If the fayourable reception which it met with be 
attributed to the violence of a party, in the firſt 'inftance;; 


the intimidation of the people at large was the refult of that 
violencs, in the ſeeond; Nee 9p loſs ** eee in = 


3 
ene are the ana mike} — 2 — withoos AY 


-er; of advancing extravagant lengths, when the people 
neither follow nor approve; of flighting the (conſtitution, 


and treating ĩt as a non· entity, at the very eriſis when an ad- 
herence to its principles is wiſe as well as politic, becauſe it 


-affords the beſt proſper ol union and ſuecefs. 


Tar neceſſity of a reform, as forcibly ſtated by Mr, 
*Grattan, deſerves to be recorded. He aſſerted, and no man 
denied, that of the three hundred members of which our 
_ repreſentative houſe conſiſts, two hundred are returned by 
individuals, inſtead of bodies of electors. From forty to 


' fifty are returned by ten perſons, Of the three hundred; 


the counties, counties of cities and towns, and univerſity, 
return eighty- ſour, leaving two huudred and ſtxteen for the 
boroughs and manors. Several of thoſe boroughs have no 
reſident elector at all, ſome of them but ene; and on the 


whole, two thirds of the repreſentati ves are returned by leſs - 


than one hundred perſons. The defence of” ſuch a ſtate of 


things, on the ple of ax Ir, he deemed abfurd. So ſar 


r e ſervants of the erbwn 100 "es 
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wn, being derived TOs adhd times,; from the Saxons, | 
the age of the Conſeſſor, or after the Engliſh intercourſe. 
wich Ireland, at the time of King John, or the; er 
Edward; James the Firſt! was the King who made forty bo- 
roughs to return eighty members. In 1613, the numbers 
returned to parliament were two hundred and thirty-two. 
Since that time fixty-eight members have been added, ais. 
by the houſe of 8TVART ; one b Anne, four by James the 
Seccnd, moſt of the remainder by Charles the Firſt, with a 
view to religious diſtin@ions, and by Charles the Second, 
with a yiew to perſonal ſavour. The form of the conſtitu- 
tion was twelve counTits, eſtabliſhed in the reign of King 
John. Henry the Eighth added one ; Mary, two; and Eliza- 
beth ſeventeen, Since that æra the counties have received 
no additions whatever; though between the year 1613 and 
the prefent, the borough. intereft has received an addition 
of ſixty-eight- members, which is more than the u hole 
of the county repreſentation. He-eſtimated the property of 
each of the one hundred individuals, or conſtituents, who 
return two hundred members, at four thouſand pounds per 
annum, on an average; of 'conrfe all the property they re- 
preſented did not exceed 400,00. though, ſays he, they 
vote through their repreſentatives, near two millions in 
taxes. In other words, there are two thirds of the 
-houſe, voting near two millions of money every year, and 
not repreſenting: half a million. In this forcible point of 
view he placed our preſent eſtabliſhment with reſpect to the 
repreſentation of PROPERTY, His other arguments were 
equally unanſwerable. | 


7 


Ix England for many years; Officers of the W have 
been diſqualified from ⁊oring at elections. The acceptance of 
any office created before 1705 vacates the ſeat of the member, 
and ſends him back to hrs conſtituents for re- election or 
otherwiſe. The acceptance of an office created there ſince 
1705, vacates the feat 9 renders the d totally ig. 


eligible. x 


Pract AND PENSION BILL ts Sd. by aac of laſt 
ſeſñons (33d year of his preſeat Majeſty; no erſon can 


i 


wy 


de be elected a member of parliament, who ſhall T7 ; 
a new place of proſit, created after that act, nor any one 
who holds a penſion for years, or during pleafure, or whoſe 


wiſe ſhall hold one. Neither can ſurveyors general, nor col- 


lectors of revenue, whether cuſtoms or exciſe, {except in i 
Dublin) nor ſecretaries to the commiſſioners of cuſtoms and 
exciſe, to the commiſſioners of accounts, to the commiſſio- 


* ners of barracks, to the poſt office, or to the board of ord- 


nance; nor paymailer of corn bounties coaſt ways, be here- 


after members, Every oflice revived after five years diſuſe, 


or where more than one hündred pounds a year is added to 
the ſatary or where one hundred pounds a year ſhall be 


granted to any office to whieh no ſalary is now annexed 


ſhall be deemed a new office, and conſequently diſqualiſy 


the perſon who holds it from fitting. If a member of parlia- 


ment after 3Iiſt December 1793; accepts an office of profit, ' 


he vacates his ſeat; but is capable of re- election. The num- 


ter ofreenmmilioners for the execution of any office, is limit. 
ed to what was uſual at or before the firft day of the preſent 
parliament. Officers in the Army, Militia ant Navy, may 


be elected as heretofore, alſo perfons having or accepting an 


vffice for life or during good behaviour. And an oath in fu- 
ture is to be taken by every member, that lre does not hold 
in his own name, or in the name of any perſon in truſt for . 


him, any rxxsrox, for years or during his Majeſty's pleaſure, 


or any OFFICE on PLACE which is rendered by the act of 


partiament NOR with his holding a ſeat ki the houſe 
of commons. . 8 


Tuo' thefe proviſions fall ſhort of what we 3 5 re, 


no one can deny that they are valuable acceſſions. They de- 


prive the preſent and future governments of a power which 
they formerly exerciſed, of creating new places to ſtrengrhen 
their intereſt in parliament; (fee note“) at the Tame time 


—— 
— 4 


* The reader will perceive 'the value of this reſtriction, 
when he recollects that from 1769 to 1789, forty new | 
Parliamentary places had atiſcn, fourteen of which had been 
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that they | prevent penfioners for years or during FEW: 7 


from ever hereafter becoming members, (ſee note +) and 
they cut'off a train of Surveyors General, Collectors of the 


Revenue (of Exciſe and Cuſtoms) Commiſſioners of Ac- 


counts, &c: ſeveral of whom now vote in the honſe. And 
any member accepting an office of profit (unleſs he holds it 


for life or during good behaviour) vacates his ſeat, but is 
not diſqualified from being again returned if his conſtitucnts | 


deem him bie. {fee note $) | 
lx the ſame ſeffion, was paſſed that admirable bill which 


had ſhortly before been introduced by Mr. Fox into the Bri- 
4iſh Houſe of Commons, where it is alſo law, declaring the 


"_ of Juries, in "_o caſe of libels. It enables them © to 


, . . 
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— 


created in the courſe of fix months of the latter year. In 
that year, cn ſome great popular queſtion, the miniſter 


muſtered a majority of one hundred and forty-four—one 


hundred and four of which were placemen and penſioners! 


Who, conſidering theſe things, can wich a {ale couſcience 


0 
* 


ſay a reform is unneceſſary ? 


4+ In five years prior to 1790, penſic ons were granted to 
acer members of parliament, to the wives of others, and 
to four or tive peers of the realm. 


8 In England, with reſpect to ELECTION, revenue officers 
cannot vote for members in parliament, by which means 


a great number of trained veterans in the ſale of public. 


truſts, are cut off from the elective body an improvement 
which ought to be made in our own country, and which its 
patriots ſhould ſtrenuoufly inſiſt on.— The Britiſh bill for 


diſqualifying revenue officers was introduced in the year 


1770, but ſcouted. It was revived by a Mr. Crewe, from 
whence it has been called Crewe's bill; and after it had 
been repeatedly preſented and as often diſmiſſed, it paſſed 


| Hoth houſes of parliament i in 1782, and received the Royal 
lanction when Charles Fox came ãnto adminiſtration. 


f 
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9 a on u the whole matter in.iſlue;” of courſe renders 


_ them judges both of law and fact. The reader will recolle& 


the ſtrenuous oppoſition. given to this principle by Lord 
Mansfield. and Lord Camden's long and conſiſtent ſupport of 
it; and he will perceive in-its-ſucceſs-what hopes may be en- 
tertained , of any meaſure founded on N and OS. 
with ardour. | wi - 


Ix ſame feſion; we Rad an- er granting a civil ; 2 — 


7 — 


Blichment 3 in lieu of the hereditary revenue, which formerly 


aroſe from certain duties and taxes. The penſions paid out 


of that liſt amounted. in- 1789 to the enormous ſum of 


108, 280l. In order to reduce it to 80,000l. (the ſum former- 
ly propoſed by the patriots and rejected) the act declares. 
that from the twenty- fifth March, 1794, the penſions grant- 
ed in any one year ſhall not exceed r,200l. until the liſt be 
thereby reduced to 80,0001, And aſter it is ſo reduced, no 
penſion can be granted for the uſe of any one perſon, of a. 
ſum exceeding 1,200l. except to the Royal Family, or on an 
addreſs of either houſe of parliament. Secret fervice mo- 
ney is limited to 5, oool. except for preventing or detecting 
conſpiracies ; and concordatum limited to the lame ſum, or 
thirty pounds a year to any one perſon. 


Is the ſame ſeſſion, an act paſſed to encourage the improvement! 
ef barren land, ſuch as barren beath-and waſte ground. Lands 
of this deſcription, which have paid no tythes, and which 
hereafter ſhall be improved and converted into arable ground 
or meadow, are henceforth” for ſeven years next after the 


time of improving the ſame, to be exempted from the pay- 


ment of tythes. Such was the dread of touching, or in any 


manner interfering with whatever concerned the church, 


that an. outcry. was ſormerly raiſed againſt every idea of ex- 
empting from tythe (when they ſhould be reudered 0. abr 
ae lands which did not even pay it formerly... , 


Ix the ſame ſeſſion, the act for the relief of his Majeſty.” 
Roman Catholic ſubjects of Ireland, carries internal evi- 
2 dence that the voice of the people, or of a majority of them, 


cannot long be raiſed in vain, though oppoſed by men- 
the higheſt in office and. in * Roman Catholies are: 


(0% 5 


reſtored to the elective franchize; but bey! are required pre- 
viouſly to election to have taken in the Four Courts, or ar 
| the Quarter Seſſions, an dath of allegiance, (paſſed in the 
thirteenth and ſourteenth year of the preſent reign) and. 
made a deelaration upon oath with regard to certain points” 
of faith connected with morals; ſuch as deteſting the prin- 
ciple of its being lawful to murder, deſtroy, or injure any 
' perſon under pretence of being a heretic; doing any thing 
that is wrong, for the good of the en or in obedience. 
to any eccleſiaſtical power whatever; declaring that it is not 
an article of the catholic faith that the Pope is infallible ; and 
that he who makes the declaration does not believe that at 
the will of a Pope fins can de forgiven ;. and that he will. 
defend the arrangement of property in this country as eſta- 
bliſhed by the laws now in being; and he abjures any inten- 
tion to ſubvert the preſent church eſtabliſhment. They are 
nat allowed to vote at pariſh. veſtries, nor to carry arms, un- 
leſs ſeized of a ſrechold eſtate of 100l. a year, or poſſeſſed of 
_ a. perſonal eſtate of 1,000l, or upwards; nor unleſs poſſeſ- 
. fing a ſrechold eſtate of xol. yearly value and leſs than 1ool. 
or a perſonal eſtate of 3ool. and leſs than 100al, having ta- 
ken the oath of allegiance, and made affidavit in open court. 
of the poſſeſſion of the property mentioned. They may hold 
civil and military offices, or places of truſt under the King, 
his heirs and ſucceſſors; and may take degrees or profeſſor- 
| hips, or be fellows of any College to be hereaſter founded, 
provided fuch College be a Member of the Univerſity of 
Dublin, and not founded excluſively for the education of 
Roman Catholics, &e. &c, They are not to fit in Parlia- 
ment, nor to hold any office therein, nor any of the great 
offices in the State, ſach as Lord Lieutenant, Lord Chancel- 
Jor, Judge, &c. &c, nor Poſtmaſter General, Maſter and 
Licutenant of the Ordnance, Commander in Chief of the 
Forces, Generals on the Staff, and Sheriffs and Sub-Sheriffs, 
Ke. &c. Popiſh Prieſts muſt not celebrate marriage between 
Proteſiant agd Proteſtant, nor between a Proteſtant: and a 
Papiſt, under forſeiture of 500l. From 1ſt June 1793, Oaths 
of allegiance and abjuration only 8 in taking degrees 
3 College. 


3 


„ted very dieset perlen muſdnow be mention 
oF; as the production of the ſame ſelkon- | 


Anon the arſt of theſe i is the act «. to prevent 6 
tion or appointment of..unlaviſul aſfemblies, under pretence: = 
of preparing or preſenting public petitions, ox other addreſ - 

ſes to his Majeſty or the parliament. It enaQts that all 
aſſemblies, committees, or other bodies af perſons elected, or 
in any other manner conſhtuted or appointed to repreſent, or 
aſſuming or exereiſing à right or authority to repreſent the 

people of this realm, or any number or deſeription of the 
people of the ſame, or the people of any province, county, 
city, town, or other diſtrict within the ſame, under pretence 
of petitioning for or in any other manner procuring an alte- 
ration of matters eſtabliſhed by law in Church or State, (ſave 
and except the knights, citizens, and burgeſſes elected ta 
ſerve in the parliament thereof, and except the houſes of 


convocation duly fummoned' by the King's writ) azz up- 


LAWFUL ASSEMBLIES,” and that it is © lawfubfor any May- 
or, Sheriff, Juſtice of the Peace, or other Peace officer, and 
they are hereby reſpectively authorized and required within 
his and their reſpective juriſdictions: to diſperſe all ſuch un- 
lau ful afſemblies, and if reſiſted to enter into the ſame, and 
to apprehend; all perſons offending in that behalf.” Perſons 
giving or publiſhing notiee of the election of ſuch repreſenta- 
tives, or attending, voting, or acting therein, by any means, 
are declared on conviction guilty of a high miſdemeanor. It 
provides that it ſhall not affect elections made of bodies cor- 
porate; nor be conſtrued © in any manner to pre vent or im- 
pede the undoubted right of his Majeſty's ſubjects. of this 
realm to petition his Majeſty, or both houſes, or er 
houſe of parliament ſor redreſs of any public grievance. 


Tux objections to this law are fo many and fo obvious ; it | 
is conceived in a ſpirit ſo contrary to the late practice of both Tk 
kingdoms and the preſent one in Great Britain, and ſo impo- 
litic in itſelf, that no doubt can be entertained but the ſenſe 
of the nation will from ſeſlion to ſeſſion urge and ae its 
repeal. 


F 4 , * 4 J. - 
; : * . 
— + — 
, - . 
7 
. - - » 


— 


ſes leading to Revolution it 
temper popular fury, for it wouldieowflIer perſons intereſted 


« go * 
e been ohſerved tber dete or iber elbe 


taken out of greater ones, are always more moderate and 


fometimes. more wiſe than. their principals? When an im- 
menſe coucourſe aſſembled, might be ready to run into exceſ | 
, a delegated affembly would 


in the publie peace, as men of character, fortune, and edu- 
cation. The only other remarks that thall here be made on 

this law are That it was not dictated by the genius of the 

conſtitution, beeauſe every avenue to the throne ſhould be 

free as the air we breathe; a right guaranteed to us time 
immemorial— Thoſe grievances which are ſuffered to vent 

themſelves in unreſtrained complaints, and in ſuch forms as 
the ſubject prefers, ſeldom produce inſurrection or diſorder ;. 
while thoſe which are for a time pent up within the public 

breaſt, burſt out in acts of raſli but irrefiſtible violence. 


Tue Gun · powder bill partakes of the ſpirit of the former, 
but as it is in force only till the Iſt of January 1794, it is pre- 
ſumed it will not be revived. It. ordains, under ſevere penal - 
ties on the importer and maſter of. the veſſel, that no perſon 
ſhall import ordnance, guns, piſtols, gun-locks, ſwords, bays 


onets, pikes, ſpears, balls, guapowder, or military accou- 


trements, without a licence from the Chief Governor of the 
kiogdom or. his Secretary, or the commiſſioners of the reve- 
nue, or any two of them, or the, Maſter. General, or Licute- 

pant Gcueral, or Bvard of his Majeſty” s Ordnance. Neither: 
cannon, arms, gun · locks, balls, or gun- powder can be re- 
moved from one part of the kingdom to another, without 
fmilar licence, or one from any two of- the commiſſioners of. 
the revenue: any officer of the revenue, any Juſtice of the 


peace, or peace officer, may ſearch. for and ſeize all ſuch, 
cannon, arms, gun- powder, &c. removed without ſuch li- 


ceuſe, provided always that theſe reſtrictions ſhall not extend 
to prevent any perſon from carrying arms for the defence of his 


perſon, or for [porting, as by law he might beſore this act. 


No perſon is allowed to keep more than four pounds of po. 
der,nor to keep jn his poſſeſſion any cannon or other ordnance, 
without licence of the Lord Lieutenant, or his ſceretary, or 
any two of the Commiſhoners of the revenue, and any juſ- 


t 


Vee ol peace may Cine, or by his warrant cauſe Tach tobe 
| thin as arc kept without ſaid licence. 


No perſon can keep for, or expoſe to ſale any capnon or 

other ordnance, guns, bayonets, or gun- powder, &c. with» 
out a licenſe from any two of the Commiſſioners of the reve» 
nue, or the Collector of the diſtrict, Juſtices are impowered | 
to enter and ſearch, (or to grant warrants fo to do) any 
Houſe, ſhop, place, &c. where he ſuſpects that ſuch arms, 
zun powder, &c. may be depoſiced without licenſe. 
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Wnoxvrx takes a general retroſpect of the hiſtorical dedue- 
tion, contained in this and the preceding number, perceives 
that the ſpirit of both the commons and the people, has 
greatly encreaſed. Without ſuffering himſelf to be depreſſed 
by temporary infringements of his rights, he may find ſolid 
ground for PERSEVERANCE, as-CONSTANCY in the purſuit of 

rational 'meafures, muſt ultimately be omnipotent -A maſs 
of evidence proves that the proſperity, power, and influence 
-of Ireland, are in a ſtate of progreſſive improvement. That 
they have not during the laſt eleven years, advanced with 
tardy ſtep, will be apparent, when we recolle&t how ſhort a 
period has elapſed fince we had any conſtitution to treat of 
lince even the Proteſtant body could be rouſed from a ſtate 
of torpor, to confider. the natural claims of the nation. Let 
us religiouſly keep within th pale of the conſtitution, and 
carry along with us the honeſty, ſpirit, and intelligence of 
the country, both in and out of parliament. All theſe we 
had, in the memorable year zx16uTY-TWwo. Then, the virtue 
of the kingdom in whatever rank it could be found, was 
wiſely collected in a point, and roſe ſuperior to controul. 
| Theſe we were in poſſeſſion of till lately, and if we have loſt 
them for a ſeaſon, it behoves us to ſeek for their reſtoration, _ 


as well as in future carefully to avoid whatever led to the 
effect. | 


Ir was remarked by Mr. Froob, with his uſual acumen, 
"that it is our national character to be prempt in entering on 
:ercat enterprizes; but eaſily diverted from our object, and 


* 2 
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| Aeltecre.of that deady patiencein the ns. 3 

8 it is difficult to acquire any thing. He obſerved that in theſe 
Ep reſpects we were outdone by our Engliſh neighbours, who. 
Teldom, relinquiſh meaſures which they have once taken up 

Wich ſpirit. Flis ; obſervation deſerves the attention 15 


Irilimen. * 


We ſhall take . of our bbject, in the claſtical hone 
_ _ - guage of juntus; to whoſe exalre mind, a veneration of the 

- canſtitution appeared to be pœrſectiy eonſiſtent with. the 
| pureſt princi iples of freedom. * 


No man” (fays that elegant 1 nervous writer) las” 
** ments more fincerely than 1 do, the unhappy differences 
% which have ariſen among the friends of the people, and 

divided them from each other. The cauſe 'undoubtedly 

i ſuffers; as well by the diminution of that ſtrength, which 
e union carries with it, as by the ſeparate lofs of perſonal 
* reputation, which every man ſoſtains, when his character 
And his conduct are frequently held forth in odious or cons 


om . 1 temptible colours. Theſe differences are only advantage- 
bod ous to the common enemy of the country. It is time fot 
1 thoſe who really mean the cauſe and the people, whO have 
1 „no view 10 private advantage, and who have virtue 
—_—.  _:« enough to prefer the general good of the community —it is 


5 # time for ſuch men to- interfſere Mhat remains to be done 
. 4 concerns the collective body of the people. They are 
* now to determine ſor themWves, whether they will firmly 
and conſtitutionally affert their rights or make an humblt 
-« flaviſh ſurrender of them; We owe it to our anceſtors to 
8 preſerve entire thoſe rights, which they have delivered to 


( N : mg %s - Fa 
. „ our care; we owe it to our poſterity, not to ſuffer our. 
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